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CHAPTER I. 

The Part^T) after procuring Horses from the Shoshonees, proceed 
on their Journey through the Mountains. — Difficulties and 
Dangers of the Route.— Council held with another Band of 
the Shoshonees, of whom some Account is given.^ — They are 
reduced to the Necessity of killing their Horses for food.— rCap- 
tain Clarke, with a small Partjr, precedes the main Body in 
uuest of Proyisions, and is hospitably received by the Pierced- 
fioee Indians.— Arrival of the main Body among this Tribe, 
with whom a Council is held. — They resolve to perform the 
Remainder of their Journey in Canoes.— Sickness among the 
Party.— They descend the Kooskooskee to its Junction with 
Lewis River, after passing several dangerous Rapids.— Brief 
Description of the Manners and Dress of the Pierced-Nose 
Indisiis. 

" AUGUST 27. We were now occupied in determin* 
ing on our route and in procuring horses from the 
Indians. The old guide who had been sent on by 
Captain Clarke now affirmed, through our interpret* 
er, what he had already asserted of a road up Berry 
Creek, which would lead to Indian establishments 
on another branch of the Columbia: his reports 
were, however, contradicted by all the Shoshonees. 
This representation we ascribed to a wish on their 
part to keep us with them during the winter, as well 
for the protection we might afford them against their 
enemies, as for the purpose of consuming our mer- 

\ 
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10 LEWIS AND CLARKb's XXPSOITIOIC. 

chandise among them ; and as the old man promts* 
ed to conduct us himself, the route indicated by him 
seemed to be the most eligible. We were able to 
procure some horses, though not enough for all our 
purposes. This traffic, and our councils with the 
Indians, consumed the remainder of the day. 

" Augustus. The purchase of horses was resumed, 
and our stock raised to twenty-two. Having now 
crossed more than once th^ country which separates 
the head-waters of the Missouri from those of the 
Columbia, we can designate the easiest and most ex- 
peditious route for a portage. It is as follows : 

" From the forks of the river, north 60 degrees 
west, five miles, to the point of a hill on the right; 
then south 80 degrees west, ten miles, to a spot 
where the creek is ten yards wide, and the highlands 
approach within two hundred yards ; southwest five 
miles, to a narrow part 6f the bottom ; then turning 
south 7Q degrees west, two miles, to a creek on the 
light ; thence south 80 degrees west, three miles, to 
a rocky point opposite to a thicket of pines on the 
left ; thence west three miles, to the gap where is 
the fountain of the Missouri ; on leaving this fount* 
ajn, south 80 degrees west, six miles, across the di* 
viding ridge to a run from the right, passing several 
small streams north 80 degrees west,, four miles, 
over hilly ground to the east fork of Lewis's Rive^, 
which is here forty yards wide.* 

* Sfiice the time of Lewfs and Clarke, a fax more practicable 
rente has beem diaooveted aQroaa the moantains, farther south, 
by tsGetiding the Platte EUrer inetead of the liiasoaci. 

Mc Parker, who le£t OoubcU Bluffs with ^ pariy of the Amer* 
icaq Fur Conqpany in 1835, and crossed the Rocky Mouutaii^ 
by this southern route, says: "The passage through these 
mountains is in a vallev so f^ual in the ascent and descent, 
that I should not have known that we wece passing them, had 
it not bfsen thft, u W advaneed, the atmosrhere |^ad«ially be^ 
cftsafi cooler ; and at length we found perpetual anowa uponoiur 
right hand and upon our left, elevated many thousand feett^bove 
us, in some places ten ^oosand. The highest part of these 
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•* Atifttst 89. Capty n Clarke jokied «s tilis mom- 
ing, and we continued bargaining fof hotaes. The 
late jnisfbrtunes of the Shoshonees haVe made the 
price higher than common, so that tne horae cost us 
a pistol, one hundred balls, some powder, and a knife ; 
another w^ purbhased with a maskei ; and in this 
way we flnailr obtained twenty-nine. The animals 
Bre young and vigorous, but very poor, and most of 
them have sore baeks, in consequence of the rough- 
ness of the Shoshonee 8ad<He. tVe are therefoi^o 
afraid of burdening them too heavily^ and are anx- 
ious to obtain one, at least, fcVr each man, to carry 
the baggage or the man himself, or in the last re- 
source to serve as food^ but with all our exertionis 
<we are unable to provide all our men wHh horses. 
We have, however, been fortmiate in obtainnig for 
the last three days a sufficient supply of flesh, our 
iiunters having killed two or three deer every da^p^. 

*' August 30. The weather was fine, and, hairing 
|iow made ail our purchases, we loaded our horses 
«nd prepared to start. The greater pairt of the band, 
also, who had delayed their journey ota our account, 
were ready to depart. We how took our leave of 
the Shoshonees, who set out on their visit to the 
Missouri at the same time that we, accompanied by 
the old guide, his four sons, and another Indian, be- 
^n the descent of the river, along the same road 
which Captain Clarke had previbuwy ft)lk)wed." 

Before night they accomplished a distance of 

mountains is fouik! by metsorement to be eighteen ^hoosand 
feet above the level of the sea. This valley was not discover- 
ed until a few years since. Mr. Hunt and his party more than 
twenty years af o went near it, but did not find it, though in 
search of some favourable passage. 11 varies in width from five 
to twenty miles ; and, following Hs course, the distance through 
the moontains is about eighty miles, or four days' journey. 
Though there are some elevations and depressions in this val- 
ley, yet, comparatively speaking, it is level. Tlure wmtd be m 
dgficultyin the way of conetruding a railroad from the Atlantic Is 
UmPaciJie OceanJ^-^Parker's Journal, p. 73. 
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12 LEWIS AND CLABKE^S EXPEDITION. 

twelve miles. The following day they found the 
valleys and prairies in different places on fire, as a 
signal to collect the different bands of Shoshonees 
and Flatheads, preparatory to their migration to the 
Missouri. On reaching Tower Creek, they diverged 
from the former route taken by Captain Clarke, and 
followed for four miles the course of Berry Creek. 
On the 1st of September, quitting Berry Creek, they 
turned to the northwest, and, after travelling eighteen 
miles across a hilly country, they arrived at Fish 
Creek, a considerable stream flowing into the Co- 
lumbia ; and, after going up this creek four miles, 
they encamped. The next morning all the Indians 
left them except the old >guide. In continuing to. 
ascend Fish Creek, at the distance of seven and a 
half miles they found it divided into two branches, 
and the road they had been following tuminff to the 
east, and leading, as their guide informed them, to 
the Missouri. 

"We were therefore," proceeds the narrative, 
" left without any track ; but, as no time was to be 
lost, we began to cut our road up the west branch of 
the creek. This we effected with much difficulty. 
The thickets of trees and brush through which we 
were obliged to cut our way required great labour: 
the road itself was over the steep and rocky sides 
of the hills, where the horses could not move with- 
out danger of slipping down, while their feet were 
bruised by the rocks and stumps of trees. Accus- 
tomed as these animals were to this kind of travel- 
ling, they suffered seyerely: several of them fell 
some distance down the sides of the hills, some 
turned over with the bacgage, one wa^ crippled, and 
two gave out, exhausted with fatigue. ' After cross- 
ing the creek several times, we at length made five 
miles with great fatigue and labour, and encamped 
on the left bank, in some stony, low ground." • • ♦ 

"September 3. The horses were very stiff and 
weary. We sent back two men for the load of the 
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horse which had been cript>led yesterday, ^nd which 
we had been forced to leave two miles behind. On 
their return we set out at eight o'clock, and proceed- 
ed up the creek, making a passage through the brush 
and timber along its borders. The country gener- 
ally is well supplied with pine, and in the low 
grounds is a great abundance of fir-trees and under- 
brush. The mountains are high and rugged, and 
those to the east of us covered with snow. With 
all our precautions, the horses were very much in- 
jured in passing over the ridges and steep points of 
the hills, and, to add to the difficulty, at ttie distance 
of eleven miles the high mountains closed upon the 
creek, so that we were obliged to leave it to the 
right, and abruptly cross the mountain. The ascent 
was here so steep that several of the horses slipped 
and hurt themselves^ but at last we succeeded in 
getting across, and encamped on a small branch of . 
-Fish Creek. We had qow made fourteen miles, in 
B. direction neaiiy nor^ from theriver." • • • *' At 
dusk it commenced snowing, and continued till the 
ground was covered to the depth of two inches, 
when it changed into a sleet. We here met with a 
serious misfortune, the last of our thermometers 
being broken by accident^ After making a scanty 
supper on a littk corn and a few pheasants killed in 
the course of the day, we laid down to sleep, and 
the next morning, 

" September 4, found everything frozen, and the 
ground covered with snow. We were obliged to 
wait some time, in order to thaw the covers of the 
baggage, after which we began our journey at eif^t 
o'clock. We crossed a high mountMn, which forms 
the dividing ridge between the waters of the creek 
we had been ascending, and those running to the 
north and west. We had not gone more than six 
miles over the snow, when we reached the head of 
a stream from the right, which directed its course 
more to the west; and, descending the steep sideii 
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of the hills along its border, at the distance of three 
miles found a small branch coming in from the east. 
We saw several of the argalia, but they were too 
shy to be killed, and we therefore made our dinner 
irom a deer shot by one of the hunters. Then we 
pursued the course of the stream for three miles, 
till it emptied itself into a river from the east. In 
the wide valley at their junction we discovered a 
large encampment of Indians; and on reaching 
them, and alighting from our horses, we wese re- 
ceived with great cordiality. A council was imme- 
diately assembled, white robes were thrown over 
our shoulders, and the pipe of peace was introduced. 
After this ceremony, as it was too late to go any far- 
ther, we encamped, and continued smoking and con- 
versing with the chiefs till a late hour. The next 
morning, 

^' September 5, we assembled the chiefs and war- 
riors, and informed them who we were, and the pur- 
pose for which we had visited their country. All 
this was, however, conveyed, to them through so 
many different languages, that it was not compre- 
hended without difficulty. We therefore proceeded 
to the more intelligible language of presents, and 
made four chiefs by giying a medal and a small 
quantity of tobacco to each. We received in turn 
from the principal chief a present consisting of the 
skins of a blaireau (badger), ^n otter, and two ante 
lopes, and were treated by the women to some dried 
roots and berries. We then began to traffic for 
horses, and succeeded in exchanging seven and pur- 
chasing eleven, for which we gave a few articles of 
merchandise. 

*' This encampment consists of thirty-three tents, 
in which were about four hundred souls, among 
whom eighty were men. They are called Ootla- 
shoots, and represent themselves as one band of a 
nation called Tushepaws, a numerous people of four 
hundred and fifty tents, residing on the head- waters 
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of the Missouri and Columbia Rivers, and some of 
them lower down the latter river. In person these 
Indians are stout, and their complexion lighter than 
that common among Indians. The hair of the men 
is worn in queues of otter skin, falling in front over 
the shoulders. A shirt of dressed skin covers the 
body to the knee, and over this is worn occasionally 
a robe. To these are added leggins and moccasins. 
The women suffer their hair to fall in disorder over 
the face and shoulders, and their chief article of cov- 
ering is a long shirt of skin, reaching down to the 
ankles, and tied round the^aist. In other respects, 
as also in the few ornaments which they possess, 
their appearance is similar to that of the iShosho- 
nees : there is, however, a difference between the 
languages of these two people, which is still farther 
increased by the very extraordinary pronunciation 
of the Ootlashoots. Their words have all a remark- 
ably guttural sound, and there is nothing which 
seems to represent the tone of their speaking more 
exactly than the clucking of aibwl or the noise of 
a parrot. This peculiarity . renders their voices 
scarcely audible, except at a short distance; and, 
when many of them are talking, forms a strange 
confusion of sounds. The common conversation 
that we overheard consisted of low, guttural sounds, 
occasionally broken by a low woid or two, after 
which it would relapse, and could scarcely be dis- 
tinguished. They seemed kind and friendly, and 
willingly shared with us berries and roots, which 
formed their sole stock of provisions. Their only 
wealth is their horses, which are very fine, and so 
numerous that this party had with them at least five 
hundred. 

** September 6. We spent the morning with the 

Ootlashoots, from whom we purchased two more 

horses, and obtained a vocabulary of their language. 

. They set off about two o'clock to join the different 

bands who, were collecting at the Three Forks of 
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the Missouri, and we ourselres proceeded at the 
tiame time. Taking a diciection north 30® west, we 
crossed, within the dtstanee of a mile and a half, a 
small river from the right, and a creek coming in 
from the north. The river is the main stream, and 
when it retehes the end of the valley where the 
mountains close in upon it, it is joined by the stream 
on which we encamped kst evening:, as well as by 
the creek just mentioned. To the river thus form- 
ed we gave the name of Oiarke, he being the first 
white man who had ever visited its waters. At 
the end of five miles on this coarse we crossed the 
valley, and reached the top of a mountain coveriNE 
with pine : this we descended along the steep steles 
and ravines for a mile and a half, when we came to 
a spot on the river where the Ootlashoots had en- 
camped a few days before. We then followed the 
course of the stream, which is from twenty-five to 
thirty yards wide, shallow and stony, and the low 
grounds on its borders narrow. Within the distance 
of three and a half miles we crossed it several times ; 
and, after passing a run on each side, encamped on 
its right bank, having made ten miles during the af- 
ternoon. The horses were turned out to graae ; 
but those we had lately bougrht were secur^ and 
watched, lest they should escape, or be stolen by 
their former owners. Our stock of flour was now 
exhausted, and we bad but little cOro ; and, as our 
hunters had killed nothing except two pheasants, 
our supper consisted chie^ of berries." 

The two following davs they continued to follow^ 
the course of the river, being fortunate in procuring 
game, and encountering no particuhir difficulty. 
They were not a little annoyed, however, by the 
prickly pear, which, says the journalist, "grows hero 
m elimters, is of an oval fbrm, about the size of a 
pigeon's e§g, and its thorns Are so strong and beard- 
ed, that, when It penetrates our feet^ it brings awAy 
the pear itself." Several horses were seen, whkh 
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appeared to be in a wild state. They passed a smill 
stream falling into the rivcfr, to which, from its hay- 
ing several channels, they gare the name of Scat- 
tering Creek. 

" September 9. We resumed our journey," con- 
tinues the narrative, " through the valley, and, leav- 
ing the road on our right, crossed Scattering Creek, 
and halted, at the distance of twelve miles, on a 
'small run from the east, where we breakfasted on 
the remains of yesterday's hunt. We here took a 
meridian altitude, which gave the latitude of 46<> 41' 
38" ; after which we proceeded on, and at the dis- 
tance of four miles passed over to the left bank of 
the river, where we found a large road through the 
valley. At this place is a hand^me strean^ of very 
clear water, a hundred yards wide, with low banks, 
and a bed formed entirely of gravel : it has every 
appearance of being navigable ; but, as it contains 
no salmon, we presume there must be some fall be- 
low which obstructs their passage. Our guide could 
not inform us where this nver discharged its waters. 
He said that, as far as he knew its course, it ran 
along the mountains to the north, and that not far 
from our present position it was joined by another 
stream nearly as large as itself, rising in the mount- 
ains to the east, near the Missouri, and flowing 
through an extensive valley or open prairie. Through 
this prairie was the great Indian road to the waters 
of the Missouri ; and so direct was the route, that in 
four days' journey from this place we might reach 
the Missouri about thirty miles above what we call- 
ed the Gates of the Rocky Mountains, or the spot 
where the valley of that river widens into an exten- 
sive plain on entering the chain of mountains. At 
ten miles from our camp was a small creek falling 
in from the eastward ; five miles below which we 
halted, on a large stream, which empties itself on 
tho west side of the river. It is a fine, bold stream 
of clear water, about twenty yards wide, and we 
B3 
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ealled it Travellefs-reist Cniek ; for, as our gmd^ 
told OS that we should here leave the river, we de- 
termined to stop for the purpose of taking celestial 
observations and collecting some food, as the coun- 
try throu|^h which we were to pass had no game for 
a great distance/' • • • 

**' September 10. The morning being fair, all tbe 
hunters were sent out, and the rest of the party em- 
ployed in repairing their clothes : two of them wefe 
despatched to the junction of the river from the east, 
along which the Indians go to the Missouri, and 
which is about seven miles below TravellerVrest 
Creek." • • • 

*'T*^ wards evening one of tbe hunters returned 
with three Indians, whom he had met in his excursion 
up Traveiler's^rest Creek. As soon as they sAw him 
tney prepared to attack him with arrows ; but he pa- 
cified them by laying down his gun, and, advancing 
towards them, soon persuaded them to come to the 
camp. Our Shoshonee guide could not speak the 
hmguage of these people ; but, by the universal lan- 
l^age of signs and gesticulations, which is perfectly 
intelligible among the Indians, he found that they 
were three Tushepaw Flatheads, in pursuit of two 
men, supposed to be Shoshonees, who had stolen 
twenty-three of their horses. We gave them some 
boiled venison and a few presents, such as a iish-hook» 
a steel to strike fire, and a little powder ; but they 
seemed best pleased with a piece of riband which we 
tied in the hair of each of them. They were in such 
haste, however, lest their horses should be carried 
off, that two of them set off after sunset in quest of 
th^ robbers ; but the third was persuaded to remain 
with us, and to conduct us to his relations. These» 
he said, were numerous, and resided on the Colum- 
^ bia, in the plain below the noountains. From that 
place, he added, the river was navigable to the ocean ; 
that some of his kinsmen had been there last fall, and 
seen an oki white man, who resided there by hiniseU^ 
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•nd wht> gave them some handkerchiefs like those 
we have. The distance from this place was five 
sleeps, or days' journeys. When our hunters had all 
joioed us, we found our provisions consisted of four 
deer, a beaver, and three grouse. The observation 
of to^y gave 46^ 48' 2H'' as the latitude of Travel- 
ler's-rest Creek." 

They were detained the ^hole of the next morning 
to recover some of their horses which had strayed 
away, so that they advanced bat seven miles during 
the reoiatnder of the day. The Indian became im- 
patient to return home, and left them. 

''Septenili^r 13* We proceeded," contimies^ the 
Jonmai, *' at seven o'clock, and soon passed a stream 
falling in on the right, near which was an old Indian 
camp, with a bath or sweating-house covered with 
e^n. At two miles* distance we ascended a high 
bank, and thence passed through a hilly and thickly* 
timbered country for nine miles, when we came to 
tbe forks of the creek, where the road branches up 
each fork. We followed the western,route; and, 
finding that the creek made a considenilde bend at 
the distanoe of four mUes, crossed a high mountain 
in order to aroid the circuit. The road luuLbeen veiy 
bad during the first part of thetlay ; but the passage 
over the mountain, which was eight miles across^ 
i^as exceedingly trying to the horses, as- we were 
obliged to go over steep, stony sides of hills, and 
along hollows and ravines, rendered sttU more troub^ 
l^ome by the fallen timber, ohiefiy pine, spruce^pine, 
and fir. We at length reached the creek, having made 
twenty-three miles on a route so difficult that some 
of the party did not join us before ten o'cloek. We 
found the accounts of scantiness of game but too true, 
as we were not able to procure any during the whole 
of yesterday, and to-day we killed only a single pheas- 
ant. Along the road we observed many of the pine- 
trees neeled off, wluch is done by the Indians to pxo- 
eore tne inner bad^ for food in the spring. 
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"September 13. Two of the horses strayed away 
during the night, and one of them being Captain 
Lewises, he remained with four men to seek for them, 
while we proceeded up the creek. At the distance 
of two miles we came to several springs, issuing from 
large rocks of a coarse, hard grit, and nearly filing- 
hot. They seem to be much frequented, as there 
are several paths made by elk, deer, and other ani- 
mals, and near one of them there is a hole or Indian 
bath, besides roads leading in Hlifferent directions. 
These embarrassed our guide, who, making a mis- 
take, took us three miles out of the proper course, 
over an exceedingly bad route. We then fell into 
the right road, and proceeded on very well, when, hav- 
ing made five miles, we stopped to refresh the horses. 
Captain Lewis here joined us; but, not having been 
able to find his horse, two men were sent back to ' 
continue the search." 

They advanced till the evening, and encamped 
on a stream to which they gave the name jof Glade 
Creek. 

Starting early the next morning, they advanced 
along the right bank of Glade Creek, and at the dis- 
tance of six miles found it joined by another of equal 
size, coming from the right. "Here," says the 
Journal, " we passed over to the left side of the 
creek, and began the ascent of a very hi^h and steep 
mountain, nine miles across. On reaching the oth- 
er side, we found a large branch from the left, which 
seems to rise in the Snowy Mountains to the south 
and southeast." ♦ • ♦ »« The mountains we crossed 
to-day were much more difficult than those of yes- 
terday : the last was particularly fatiguing, being 
steep and stony, broken by iiallen timber, and thick- 
ly overgrown by pine, spruce, fir, hacmatack, and 
tamarac. Although we had made only seventeen 
miles, we were all very weary. Our whole stock 
of animal food was now exhausted, and we there- 
fore killed a colt, on which we made a hearty sup- 
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per. From this incident we called the last cre^ 
we had passed from^ the. south Colt-killed Creek. 
The river itself is eighty yards wide, with a swift 
current and a stony channel. Its Indian name is 
Kooskooskee. 

" September 15. At an early hour we proceeded 
along the right side of the KoQskooskee, over steep, 
rocky points of land, till at the distance of four 
miles we reached an old Indian fishing-place. The 
road here. turned to the right of the river, and began 
to ascend a mountain ; but the wipd and the fire had 
prostrated or scorched almost all the timber on the 
south side, and the ascents w^re so steep that we 
were forced to wind ih every direction round the 
high knobs, which constantly impeded our progress. 
Several of the horses lost their foothold and slip- 
ped: one of them, which was loaded with a desk 
and small trunk, rolled over and over for forty yards, 
till his fall was ^topped b^^ a tree. The desk was 
bro^^en, but the poor animal escaped without much 
injury. After clambering in this way for four miles, 
we came to a high, snowy part of the mountain, 
where was a spring of water, at which we halted 
two hours to refresh our horses. 

*' On leaving the spring the road continued as bad 
as it was below, and the timber more abundant. At 
four miles we reached the top of the mountain, and, 
foreseeing no chanee of meeting with water, w^ en- 
camped on the northern side, near an old bank of 
snow three feet deep. Some of this we melted, 
and supped on the remains of the colt killed yester- 
day. Our only game to-day was two pheasants ; 
and the horses, on which we calculated as a last re^ 
source, began to fail us, for two of them were so 
poor and worn out with fatigue that we were obli- 
ged to leave them behind, jul around us were high, 
rugged mountains, among which was a lofty range 
from southeast to northwest, whose tops were with- 
oot timber, and in some places covered with snow. 
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Tbe night was cloudy and very coM, and three homrs 
before daybreak, 

** September 16, it began to snow, and continned 
all day, so that by evening it was six or eight inch- 
es deep. This covered the track so completely 
that we were' obliged constantly to halt and exani<< 
iae, lest we should lose our way. In many places 
we had nothing to guide us except the branches of 
the trees, which, being low, have been rubbed by 
the burdens of the Indian horses. The road was, 
like that of yesterday, along steep hillsides obstruct- 
ed with fallen timber, and having a growth of eight 
different species of pine, standing so thick that the 
snow fell from them as we passed, and kept us con- 
tinually wet to the skin, and so cold that we were 
anxious lest our feet should be frozen, as we had 
only thin moccasins to defend them. 

'* At noon we halted to let the horses feed on 
some long grass on the- noHh side of the mount- 
ain, and endeavoured, by making fires, to keep our- 
selves warm. As sbon as the horses were refresh- 
ed, Captain Clarke went ahead with one ihan, and 
at the distance of six miles reached a stream (torn 
the right, and prepared fires by the time of our arri- 
val at dusk." ♦ • • " We were all very wet, cold, 
aind hungry : although before setting out this mom- 
ihg we had seen four deer, we could not proctnre any 
of them, and were obliged to kill a second colt for 
our supper.'' 

The two following days they encountered similar 
difficulties from the ruggedness of the country and 
the absence of game, so that ^ey were obliged to 
kill another colt for their subsistence. On the even- 
ing of the 18th they encamped, after a fkttguing 
day's Journey of eighteen miles. " We no w,*' contin- 
ues the Journal, " melted some snow, and supptrd on 
a little portable soup, a fbw canisters of which, wHh 
about twenty pounds of bears' oil, are our only re- 
maining means of subststenfee; Our gmis itre scarce- 
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Irof any service, for th^re is no living eretlure ia 
these moantains, except a few small pheasants, a 
small species of gray squirrel, and a blue bird of the 
vulture kind, about the size of a turtle-dove or jay, 
and even these are difficult to shoot.** 

Captain Clarke, meanwhile, had proceeded in ad- 
vance of the party, with six hunters, for the purpose 
of procuring game, hi this, however, they were 
wholly unsuccessful ; and, without anjrthing to eat, 
they encamped in the evening on the bamis of a 
stream, to which they gave the appropriate name of 
Hungry Creek. 

'' September 19. Captain Clarke proceeded up the 
creelL, along which the road was more steep and 
stony than any he had yet passed. At six miles* 
distance he reached a small plain, in which he for- 
Umately found a horse, on 'which he breakfasted, 
and hung the rest on a tree for the party in the rear. 
Two miles beyond this he left the creek and cross* 
ed three high mountains, rendered; almost impassa- 
Ue from the steepness of the ascent and the quantity 
of fallen timber. After dailibering over these ridg- 
es and mountains, and passing some branches of 
Hungry Creek, he came to a large creek running 
westward. This he followed for four miles, then 
turned to the right down the mountain, till he came 
to a snMill creek to the left. Here he halted, having 
made twenty-two miles on his course, south 80 de- 
grees west, though the winding route over the 
mountains almost doubled the distance. On de- 
scending the last mountain, the heat became mu^ 
more sensible, after the extreme cokl he had expe- 
rienced for several days past.** 

The main party advanced eighteen miletf over 
mountains and along narrow, dangerous paths, and 
encamped for the night on a tn^nch of Hungry Creek. 
They killed no game, and their only refreshment 
during the day was a little portable soup. From fa- 
tigue and want of food they were becoming 'much 
enfeebled, and dysentery began to prevail. 
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*< September 30. Captain Clarice went on througii 
a country as rugged as before, till, on passing a low 
mountain, at the distance of four miles he came 
to the forks of a large creek. Down this he pro- 
ceeded on a course south 60 de^ees west tor two 
miles, then turning to the right, continued over a 
dividing ridge, where were the heads of several lit- 
tle streams^ and at twelve miles' distance, descend- 
ed the last of the Rocky Mountains, and reached the 
level country. A beautiful open plain, partially 
supplied with pine, now presented itself. Alter pro- 
ceeding five miles, he discovered three Indian boys, 
who, on observing the party, ran off and hid them- 
selves, in the grass^ Captain Clarke immediately 
alighted, and, giving his horse and gun to one of the 
men, went after the boys. He soon relieved their 
appr^ehensions, and sent them forward to the village, 
about a mile off, with presents of small pieces of 
xiband. Soon after they reached home a man came 
out to meet the party, but with great caution : he 
conducted them to a large tent in the village, and all 
the inhabitants gathered round to view with a mix* 
ture of fear and pleasure the wonderful strangers. 
The conductor now informed Captain Clarke, by 
signs, that the spacious tent he was in was the res- 
idence of the great chief, who had set out three 
days ago, with all the warriors, to attack some of 
their enemies towards the southwest ; that he would 
not return before fifteen or eighteen days, and that 
in the mean time there were only a few men left to 
guard the women and children. They now set be- 
fore them a small piece of buffalo meat, some dried 
salmon, berries, and several kinds of roots. Among 
these last was one which was round, much like aji 
onion in appearance, and sweet to the taste; its 
name is quamash^ and it is eaten either in its natu- 
ral state, boiled into a kind of soup, or made into a 
cake, when it is called pasheco. After their long 
abstinence this was a sumptuous treat. They re« 
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tamed the kindness of the people by a few smdl 
presents, and then went on, in company with one 
of the chiefs, to a second viUage in the same plain, 
at the distance of two miles. Here they were treat- 
ed with great kindness, and passed the night. The 
hunters were sent out, but, though Ihey saw some 
tracks of deer, were vnable to procure anything.'' 

Captain Lewis, with the main party, had proceed- 
ed about two miles, when they fortunately found 
the remainder of the horse left by Captain Clarke, 
and also a note signifying his intention to descend 
into the plains to the southwest in search of pre- 
Tisions. One of their horses, with a Taluable load, 
was missing, and two men were sent to find hiffl« 
Their general course was south 35^ west, throush 
a dense forest of large pine, and they advanced fif- 
teen miles before encamping. 

<f On descending the heights of the mountains,*" 
continues the Journal, ^ the soil becomes gradual^ 
more fertile, and the land through which we passed 
this evening is of an excellent quality. It has a 
4ark gray soil, though very knroken, and with large 
masses of gray freestone aoove the ground in many 
places. Among the vegetable productions we dis- 
tinguished the alder, honeysuckle, and whortleber- 
ry, common in the United States ; also a species of 
wmeysuckle known only west of the Rocky Mount- 
ains, which rises to the height of about four feet, and 
bears a white berry. There is likewise a plant re- 
sembling the chokec^ny, which grows m thidc 
clumps eight or ten feet high, and bears a black ber- 
ry with a single stone, of a sweetish taste. The 
iurior vita, too, is very common, and |[rows to a great 
8ize, being from two to six feet in diameter. 

^September SI. The free use of food, to which 
he had for some time not been accustomed, made 
Captain Clarke very siek. He therefore sent out 
aU the hvnters, and remained himself at the village, 
as weU on account 6( his illness as for the pur- 
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poise of avoiding suspicion, and collecting informa- 
tion from the Indians as to th^ route. 

*' The two villages consisted of about thirty double 
tents, aad the inhabitants called themselves Chopun- 
nish, or Pierced-Nose. The chief drew a chart of 
the river, and explained that a greater chief than 
himself, who governed these viUages, and whose 
name was Twisted Hair, was now fishing at the dis- 
tance of half a day's ride down the river. His chart 
made the Kooskooskee fork a little below his camp, 
with a second fork farther on, and a large bran^ 
flowing in on each side, below which the river pass- 
ed the mountains : here was a great fall of water, 
near which lived white people, from whom were pro- 
cured the white beads and brass ornaments worn 
by the women. 

'^ A chief of another band made a visit this morn- 
ing, and smoked with Captain Clarke. The hunters 
returning without having been able to kill anything. 
Captain Clarke purchased as much dried salmon, 
roots, and berries as he could with the few articles 
he chanced to have in his pockets, and having sent 
them by one of the men and a hired Indian back to 
Captain Lewis, he went on towards the camp of 
Twisted Hair. It was four o'clock before he set 
out, and the night soon came on ; but, meeting an 
Indian coming from the river, they engaged him, 
with thepresent of a neckcloth, to guide thiem to that 
chief. They proceeded twelve miles through the 
plain before they reached the river hills, which are 
very high and steep. The whole valley, from these 
hills to the Rocky Mountains, is a beautiful level 
country, with a rich soil, covered with grass : there 
is, however, but little timber, and the country is 
badly watered. The plain is so much lower than 
the surrounding hiUs, or so much sheltered by them, 
that the weather m*3S quite warm, while we cold 
of the mountains was extreme. From the top of 
the river hills they proceeded down for three miles, 
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till they reached the water side between eleven sind 
twelve o'clock at night. Here they found a small 
camp of five squaws and three children, the chief 
himself being encamped, with two others, on a small 
island in the river. The guide called to him, and he 
soon came over : Captain Clarke gave him a medal, 
and they smoked together till one o'clock." 

The main party proceeded on without anything 
worthy of note occurring. During the day they 
Were so fortunate as to luU a few pheasants and a 
prairie wolf. 

I '' September 23. Captain Clarke passed over to 
the island in company with Twisted Hair^ who 
seemed to be cheerful and sincere in his conduct. 
The river at this place was about one hundred and 
sixty yards wide, but interrupted by shoals, and the 
low grounds on its borders were narrow. The hunt- 
ers brought in three deer ; after which Captain Clarke 
left his party, and, accompanied by Twisted Hair 
and his son, rode back to the village, where he arri- 
ved about sunset : they then walked ujp together tp 
the second village, where we had just arrived. 

'* We had intended to set out early; but one of the 
men having neglected to hobble his horse, he stray- 
ed away, and we were obliged to wait till nearly 
twelve o'clock. We then proceeded on a western 
course for two and a half miles, when we met the 
hunters sent by Captain Clarke from the village, 
seven and a half miles distant, with provisions. 
This supply was most seasonable, as we had tasted 
nothing since last, night ; and the fish, roots, and 
berries, in adcption to a crow which we killed on the 
route, completely satisfied our hunger. After this 
refreshment we proceeded in much better spirits, 
and at a few miles were overtaken by the two men 
who had been sent back after the lost horse on the 
SOth." • • • 

" As we approached the village, most of the wom- 
en, though apprized of our being expected, fled with 
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their children into the neighboarmg woods. TIm 
men, however, received us without any appiehea- 
sion, and gave us a plentiful 8iip|4y of provisions. 
The plains were now crowded with Indians, who 
had come to see the persons of the whites, and the 
strange things they had brought with them ; bui, as 
our guide was a perfect stranger to their language, 
we could converse by signs only. Our inquiries 
were chiefly directed to the character of the coun- 
try, the courses of the rivers, and the Indian viUa- 
ges, in regard to all which we received jnore or less 
information ; and, as their accounts vanied hut little 
from each other, we were induced to place confi- 
dence in them. Twisted Hair drew a chart of the 
river on a white elkskin ; according to which, %he 
Kooskooskee Forks were a few iniles from UttS 
place: two days' journey towards the south was 
another and larger fork, on which the Stioshonee or 
Snake Indians fished ; five days' journey lower dowm 
was a large river from ^he northwest, into which 
Clarke's River empties itself; and from the mouth 
of that river to the falls was ive days^ joorney far** 
ther. On all the forks, as well as on the main river, 
great numbers of Indians resided* and at the faUs 
were establishments of whites. This was Uie story 
of Twisted Hair. 

'* September 23. The chiefs and warriors were aU 
assembled this morning, and we explained to theiA 
from whence we came, the objeets of our visiting 
them, and our pacific intentions towards all the In- 
dians. This, being conveyed by signs, might not 
^ have been perfectly comprehended, but appeared to 
give entire satisfaction- We now gave a medal to 
two of the chiefs, a shirt to Twisted Hatr, in addi* 
tion to the medal he had already received^ and a flag 
and handkerchief for the grand chief on his return. 
To these were added a knife, a handkerchief, and a 
small piece of tobacco for each ehief. The Indians 
did not give us any provisions graituitoualy. We 



Digitized by ^^OO^ It' 



THE PARTY COMPLAIN OP SICKMXSS. 9B 

therefore purchased a quantity of fish, berries (chieftf 
red haws), and roots, and in the afternoon went oa 
to the second Tillage. Twisted Hair here introdu- 
ced us into his own tent (which consisted, however, 
of nothing more than pine-bushes and barii), and 
gave us some dried sahnon boiled. We continued 
our purchases, and obtained as much provision as 
our horses could carry, in their present weak condi- 
tion, as far as the river. The men exchanged a few 
old canisters for dressed elkskins, of which they 
made shirts. Great crowds of the natives were 
round us all night, but we did not miss anything ex* 
cept a knife, and a few other articles stolen from a 
shotpouch the day before. 

'' September 24. We sent back Colter in search 
of the horses lost in the mountains ; aid, having 
collected the rest, set put at ten o'clock along the 
same route already passed by Captain Clarke to- 
wards the river. All round the village the women 
were busily employed in gathering and dressing the 
pasheco root, of which large quantities were heaped 
up in pile^ over the plain. We now felt severely 
the consequences oF eating heartily after our late 
privations : Captain Lewis and two of the men were 
taken very ill last evening, and to-day he could 
scarcely sit on his horse, while others were obliged 
to be put on their horses, and some, from extreme 
weaknesis and pain, were forced to lie down by the 
side of the road for a considerable time. At sunset 
we reached the island where the hunters had been 
left on the 22d. They had been unsuccessful, hav- 
ing killed only two deer since that time, and two of 
them were very ill. A little below this island was 
a larger one, on which we encamped, and adminis- 
tered Rush's pills to the sick. ' 
" September 25. The weather was very hot and 
oppressive to the party, most of whom were now 
complaining of sickness. Our situation, indeed, 
rendered it necessary to husband our remaining 
Cd 
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•treng[th,aBd it was determine to proceed down the 
Tiver in canoes: Captain Claifie therefore set oat 
with Twisted Hair and two young men in quest of 
.timber for th^r constrtiction. As he went down the 
Tiver, at the distance of a .mile he crossed a creek 
from the right, whi<ih,*from the rocks that Obstructed 
its passage, he called -Rodidam Rirer. The hills 
along the river were high and steep, the low grounds 
narrow, and the navigation was embarrassed by two 
rapids. At the distance of two miles farther he 
reached two nearly equal forks of the stream, one 
i>f which 'flowed in from the north. At this place 
he rested for an hour, and cooked a few salmon 
which one of the Indians had struck with a gig. 
Here, too, 'he was joined by soncte Indians in two 
canoes from below. These canoes were long, 
steady, and loaded with the furniture and provisions 
of two families. He now crossed the south fbrk, 
and returned to the camp on the south side, the 
greater part of the way through a narrow pine bot- 
tom, in which was found much fine timber suitable 
for canoes. One of the Indian boats, with two meq, 
set out at the same time ; and such was their dex- 
terity in managing the pole, that they reached camp 
within fifteen minutes after him, although they had 
to drag the canoe over three rapids. He found Cap- 
tain Lewis and several of the men still very sick, 
and distributed to such as were in need of it salts 
and tartar emetic. 

** September 26. 'HaVin^t resolved to go down to 
some spot calculated for building canoes, we set oi^ 
early this morning, proceeded Ave miles, and en- 
camped on a piece of low ground opposite the forks 
of the river; but so weak were the men, that sever- 
al were taken sick in coming down, the weather 
being oppressively hot. Two chiefs, with their fam- 
ilies, followed ns, and encamped, with a great num- 
ber of horses, near us; and soon after our arrivd 
we were Joined by two Indians, who iiad come down 
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tl» north ftMrk on a n(t We purdiased some Aresii 
mlinon ; and, having distributed axes, and portioned 
off the labour of the party^ 

•* September 37, at an ear)y hour began our prep- 
arations for constmctiag Sve canoes. Bbt few of 
the men, however, were able to work, and of these 
several were soon taken ill, as the day proved very 
hot. The hunters, loo, returned without any game, 
and seriously indisposed, so that nearly the whole 
party were now sick. We procured some fresh 
salmon ; and Colter, who at this time returned with 
one of the horses, brought half a deer, which was 
very nourishing to the invalids. Several Indians 
from a camp below came up to see us." 

From this time to the 6th <^ October, all the 
men capable of labour were employed in preparing 
the canoes. The health of the party gradually re* 
oruited, though they still suflferedseverely from want 
of food ; and, as the hunters had but liule success in 
procuring game, they were obliged on the 2d to kill 
one of their horses. Indians from diflft^rent quarters 
frequently visited them, but all that could be obtain^ 
ed (h>m them was a little fish and some dried roots. 

" October 5. The canoes being nearly finished," 
nys the Journal, "it became necessary to dispose 
of our horses. They were therefore odlected, to the 
number of thirtynsigl^, and, afieat being branded and 
marked, were delivered to three Indians, the two 
brothers and the son of a chief who had promised to 
accompany us down the river; To e«ch of these 
men we gave a knife and some small articles, and 
they agreed to take care of the horses till our return. 
The hunters, with all th«r diligence, were untile 19 
kill an3rthing; the hills being high and rugged, and 
the woods too dry to hunt deer, which was the only 
game in the country. We theretoe continaed to 
eat^riod fish and roots, which wesre purchased of 
the squaws'with small presents, but chi<^ white 
beadsi of which they are extnnragantiy fond^ Some 
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of tbese roots seemed to possess very active prop- 
erties; for, after sai^inf on them this evening, we 
were swelled to such a degree as to be scarcely able 
to breathe for several hours. Towards night we 
launched two canoes, which proved to be very good. 

** October 6. The morning was cool, and the wim) 
easterly. The general course of the winds seems 
to be nearly the same as we observed on the east 
side of the mountains. While on the head-waters 
of the Missouri, we had every morning a cool wind 
from the west. At this place a cool breeze springs 
up during the latter part of the night, or near day- 
break, and continues till seven or eight o^deck, whea 
it subsides, and the other part of the day is warm. 
Captain Lewis was now not so well as he had been, 
and Captain Clarke was also taken ill. We had all 
our saddles buried in a cache near the river, about 
half a mile below, and deposited at the same time a 
canister of powder and a bag of baUs. The time 
which could be spared from our labours on the ca- 
noes was devoted to some astronomical observations. 
The latitude of our camp, as deduced ih>m this mean 
of two observations, was found to be 46^ 34^ 66.3^ 
north. 

'* October 7. This morning all the canoes were 
put in the water and loaded, the oars fixed, uid every 
preparation made for setting out ; but when we were 
all ready, the two chiefs who had promised to ac- 
company us were not to be found, and at the same 
time we missed a pipe tomahawk : we therefore pro- 
ceeded without them. Below the forks the river is 
called the Kooskooskee, and is a clear, rapid stream, 
with a number of shoals and difficult places. For 
some miles the hills were steep, and the low grounds 
narrow ; but then succeeded an open conntnr, with 
a few trees scattered along the nver. At the cUs- 
tance of nine miles was a small creek on the left. 
We passed in the course of the day ten rapids ; in 
descending one of which, one of the canoes struck a 
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rock and sprung aleak. We, however, continued for 
nineteen miles, and encamped on the left side of 
the liver, opposite to the mouth of a small run. 
Here the canoe was unloaded and repaired, and two 
lead canisters of powder were deposited. Several 
camps of Indians were on the sides of the river, but 
we had little intercourse with any of them. 

" October 8. We set out at nine o'clock. At eight 
and a half miles we passed an island, and four and 
a half miles lower a second, opposite a small creek 
on the left side of the river. Five miles farther was 
another island on the left ; and a mile and a half be- 
yond, a fourth. At a short distance from this was 
a lai^ge creek coming from the right, to which we gave 
the name of Colter's Creek, from Colter, one of our 
men. We had proceeded from this creek about a 
mile and a half, and were passing the last of fifteen 
rapids, having gone over the other fourteen safely, 
when one of the canoes struck, and, a hole being made 
in her side, she immediately filled. The men, several 
of whom could not swim, clung to her till one of the 
other boats could be unloaded, and with the assistance 
of an Indian canoe they were all brought to shore. 
All the goods were so much wet that we were obliged 
to halt for the night, and spread them out to dry. 
While all this was doing it ws^ necessary to place 
two sentinels over the merchandise, for we have 
found that these Indians, though kind and disposed 
to give us every aid during our distress, cannot resist 
the temptation ofpilfering small articles. We passed, 
during our route of twenty miles, several encamp- 
ments of Indians on the islands and near the rapids, 
which places are chosen as most convenient for taking 
salmon. At one of these camps we found the two 
chiefs who had left us after promising to descend the 
river with us : they, however, willingly came on board 
after we had gone through the ceremony of smoking. 

" October 9. The morning, as usual, was cool ; but, 
ai the weather was cloudy, our merchandise dried 
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but slowly. The boat, though much injured, 
repaired by ten o'clock so as to be perfectly fit for 
service: still we were obliged to remain through 
the day, for the articles to be sufficiently dry to be 
reloaded. The time we employed in purchasing fish 
for the voyage and in conversing with the Indians. 
In the afternoon we were surprised at hearing that 
our old Shoshonee guide and his son had left us, and 
been seen running up the river several miles above. 
As he had never given any notice of his intention, nor 
even received his pay for conducting us, we could 
not imagine the cause of his desertion, nor did he 
ever come back to explain his conduct. We request- 
ed the chief to send a horseman after him, to ask 
him to return and receive what we owed him. From 
this, however, he dissuaded us ; saying very frankly, 
that his nation, the Chopunnish, would take from the 
f^d man any presents he might have on passing 4heir 
camp. > 

** The Indians came about our encampment at night, 
and were very gay and good-humoured with the men. 
Among other exhibitions was that of a s^uaw^ who 
appeared to be cra^y: she sang in a wild, incoherent 
manner, and would offer to the spectators all the lit- 
tle articles she possessed, scarifying herself in a hor^ 
rid manner if any one refused her presents. She 
seemed to be an object of pity among the Indians, 
who suffered her to do as she pleased, without any 
interruption. 

*' October 10. A fine morning. We loaded the ca- 
noes and set off at seven o'clock. At the distance 
of two and a half miles we had passed three islands, 
the last of which was opposite to a small stream on 
the right. Within the next three and a half miles 
was another island, and a creek on the left, with wide 
low gprounds, containing wiDow and oottonwood trees, 
and on which were three tents of Indians. Two 
miles lower was the head i^f a large island, and six 
and a half miles beyond it we halted at an encamps 
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ment of eight lodges on the led, in order to examine 
a rapid before us. We had already passed eight, 
some of them difficult ; but this was worse than aay 
of those, being strewed with rocks, and very hazard*- 
otis : we purchased here some itK)ts, and dined with 
the Indians. Among them was a man from the falls, 
Who says that he has seen white people at that place, 
and is very desirous of going down with us : an offer, 
however, which we declined. Just above this camp 
we had passed a tent, near which was an Indian bath- 
ing himself in a small pond or hole of water, warmed 
by throwing in hot stones. After finishing our meal, 
we descended the rapid with no injury except to one 
of our boats, which ran against a rock, but in the 
course of an hour was got off, with only a small split 
in her side. This rapid, from its appearance and difr 
culty, we named Rugged Rapid. We went on over 
five others of a less dangerous character, and at the 
distance of five miles reached a large fork of the river 
from the south ; and, after having gone twenty miles, 
baited below the junction on the right bank. Our 
arrival Soon attracted the attention of the Indians, 
who flocked in all directions to see us. In the even- 
ing, the Indian from the falls, whom we had seen at 
Rugged Rapid, joined us with his son, in a small ca- 
noe, and insisted on accompanying us to the falls. 
Being again reduced to fish and roots, we made an 
experiment to vary our food by purchasing a few dogs, 
and, after having been accustomed to horse-flesh, felt 
no disrelish to this new dish. The Chopunnish have 
great numbeirs of dogs, which they employ for do- 
mestic purposes, but never eat them ; and our using 
the flesh of that animal soon brought us into ridicule 
as dofi^.eaters. 

" T^e country at the junction of the two rivers is 
^ open plain on all sides, broken towards the left 
by a distant ridge of high land, thinly covered with 
timber. This is the only body of timber which the 
country contains, for at the forks there is not a tree 
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to be seen ; and in almost the whole descent of sixty 
miles down the Kooskooskee from its forks, there are 
very few. This southern branch |s, in fact, the main 
stream of Lewis's River, on which we encamped when 
among the Shoshonees. The Indians inform us that 
it is navigable for sixty miles ; that not far from its 
mouth it receives a branch from the south; and a 
second and larger branch two days' march up, nearly 
parallel to the first Chopunnish villages we met near 
the mountains. This branch is called Pawnashte, 
and is the residence of a chief who, according to 
their expression, has more horses than ]ie can count. 
The river has many rapids, near which are nupaer- 
ous fishing camps, there being ten establishments of 
this kind before reaching the first southern branch : 
one on that stream, five between that and the Paw- 
nashte, one on that river, and two above it ; besides 
which, there are many other Indian settlements on 
the more distant waters of the river. All these In- 
dians belong to the Chopunnish nation, and live in 
tents of an oblong form, covered with fiat roofs. 

''At its mouth Lewis's River is about two hun- 
dred and fifty yards wide, and its water is of a green- 
ish-blue colour. The Kooskooskee, whose waters 
are clear as crystal, is one hundred and fifty yards 
in width, and a^er the union the breadth is increased 
to three hundred yards : at the point of union is an 
Indian cabin, and in Lewis's River a small island. 

" The men of the Chopunnish, or Fierced-Nose 
nation, residing on the Kooskooskee and Lewis Riv- 
ers, are in person stout, portly, and well-looking; 
the women are small, witn good features, and are 
generally handsome, though the complexion of both 
sexes is darker than that of the Tushepaws. In 
dress they resemble that nation, being fond of dis- 

S laying their ornaments. Buffalo or elk skin robes, 
ecorated with beads, sea-shells, chiefly mother-of- 
pearl, attached to an otter-skin collar, falling in front 
m two queues ; feathers, paints of di0erent kinds, 
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principally white, green, and light bhie, all of which 
they find in their own country — these are the chief 
ornaments they "se. In the winter they wear a 
short sliirt of dressed skins, long painted leggins and 
moccasins, and a plait of twisted grass lound the 
neck. 

" The dress of the women is more simple, con- 
sisting of a long shirt ©f argalia or ibex skin, reach- 
ing down to the ankles, and without any girdle : to 
the bottom of it are tied little pieces of brass, shells, 
and other small articles, but the top is not at all or- 
namented. The dress of the females is, indeed, more 
modest, and more studiously so than any we have 
observed, while the other sex are heedless of the 
indelicacy of exposure. 

"The Chopunnish have very few amusements, 
their Ufe being painful anif laborious, and all their 
exertions being necessary to earn even a precarious 
subsistence. - During the summer and autumn they 
are busily occupied in fishing for salmon, and col- 
lecting their winter store of roots. In the winter 
they hunt the deer on snow-shoes over the plains, 
and towards spring cross the mountains to the Mis- 
souri, for the purj^ose of trafficking for buffalo robes. 
The inconveniences of this comfortless life are in- 
creased by frequent encounters with their enemies 
from the west, who drive them over the mountains 
with the loss of their horses, and sometimes the 
lives of many of the nation. Though originally the 
same people, their dialect varies very perceptibly 
from that of the Tushepaws. Their treatment to 
US differed much from the kind and disinterested 
services of the Shoshonees : they are, indeed, self- 
ish and avaricious, parting very reluctantly with ev- 
ery article of food or clothing ; and, while they ex- 
pect a recompense for every service, however small, 
do not concern themselves about reciprocating any 
favours we may show them. 

*' They are generally healthy, the only disorders 
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we have remarked among them being of a scrofo^ 
lous kind ; and for these, as well as for the amuse- 
ment of those who are in good health, hot and cold 
bathing is very frequently used. 

** The soil of these prairies is a light yellow clay : 
it is barren, and produces little more than a beani- 
ed grass about three inches high, and the prickly 
pear, of which we here found three species. The 
first is of the broad-leafed kind, common to the Mis- 
souri ; the second has a leaf of a globular form, and 
is also frequent in the upper parts of the Missouri, 
particularly in the country along the river after it 
enters the Rocky Mountains. The third, is peculiar 
to this country, and is much more troublesome thaa 
either of the others. It consists of small, thick leaves 
of a circular form, which grow from the margin of 
each other, as in the brcmd-leafed pear of the Mis- 
souri. These leaves are armed with a great number 
of thorns, which are very strong, and appear to be 
barbed ; and, as the leaf itself is very slightly at- 
tached to the stem, as soon as one of the thorns 
touches the moccasin, it adheres, and brings with it 
the leaf, accompanied by a re-enforcement of oiber 
thorns.** 
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CHAPTER II. 

Departure of the Party.— Description of an Indian Sweating- 
batli and BMriaUpidce.— Dangerous Uaptds.— Visits froin the 
Indians, who manifest a pacific Dispositiun.— Description of the 
Sokn Ik Tribe. —Their Dress, and Manner of building Houses. 
— Their pacific Character.— *Tbeir Habits of Living.— Their 
Mode of boiling Salmon —Vast Quantities of Salmon among 
the Sokulks.— Council held with this Tribe. — The Terror 
and Consternation excited by Captain Clarke. — Some Ac* 
count of the Pishquitpaws.— Their Mode of burying the Dead. 

''October 11, 1805. This morning the wind was 
Arom the east, and the weather cloudy. We set 
ont early, and at the distance of a mile and a half 
reached a point of rocks in a bend of the river to- 
wards the left, near to which was an old Indian 
houde, and a meadow on the opposite bank. Here 
the hills came down towards the water, and, with 
the rocks which have fallen from their sides, form« 
ed a rapid, over which we were obliged to drag the 
canoes. A mile and a half farther we passed two 
Indian lodges in a bend towards the right, and at six 
miles from our camp of last evening reached the 
mouth of a brook on the left. Just above this stream 
we stopped for breakfast, at a large encampment of 
Indians on the same side. We soon began to trade 
with them for a stock of provisions, and were so 
fortunate as to purchase seven dogs and all the fish 
they could spare. While this traffic was going on, 
-we observed a vapour-bath or sweating- house of a 
different form from any used on the frontiers of the 
United States or among the Rocky Mountains : it 
was a hollow square of six or eight feet deep, form- 
ed against the river-bank by damming up with mud 
the other three sides, and covering the top com- 
pletely, except an aperture about two feet wide. 
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The bathers descend by this hole, taking with them 
a number of heated stones and jugs oi' water ; and 
after seating themselves round the room, throw the 
M'ater on the stones till the steam becomes of a 
temperature sufficiently high for their purpose. The 
baths of the Indians in the Rocky Mountains are of 
different sizes, the most common being made of mUd 
and sticks, hke an oven ; but the mode of raising 
the steam is exactly the same. Among both these 
nations it is very uncommon for a man to bathe 
alone ; he is generally accompanied by one, and 
sometimes several of his acquaintances. Indeed, it 
is so essentially a social amusement, that to decline 
going in the bath when invited by a friend is one 
of the highest indignities which can be offered. The 
Indians on the frontiers getierally use a bath that 
will accommodate only one person, and which is 
formed of a wicker-work of willows, about four 
feet high, arched at the top, and covered with ^kios 
In this the bather sits, till by means of the steam 
from the heated stones he has perspired sufficiently. 
These baths are almost universally in the neighbour- 
hood of rumiing water, into which the Indians 
plunge immediately on coming out from them ; and 
sometimes they return again, and subject themselves 
to a second perspiration. This practice is, howev- 
er, less frequent among the nations on our borders 
than those to the westward. The bath is employed 
either for pleasure or health, and is used iudiscrim^ 
inately for all kinds of diseases. 

'* Shortly after leaving our encampment we passed 
two rapids, and at the distance of four and a half 
miles reached one which was much more difficult. 
Three miles beyond this there were three huts of 
Indians on'the right, where we stopped and obtain* 
ed, in exchange for a few trifles, some pasheco roots, 
jave dogs, and a small quantity of dried fish. We 
made our dinner of part of each of these articles, 
and then proceeded on without any obstruction UU 
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after we had gone twelve and a half m\ea, when 
we came to a stony island on the right side of the 
river, opposite to which was a rapid, and a second 
at its lower point. About three and a half miles be* 
yond this island was a small brook, emptying itself 
into a bend on the right, where we stopped at two 
Indian huts, which we found inhabited. Here we 
met two Indians belonging to a nation residing at 
the moulh of this river. We had made thirty-one 
miles to-day, although the weather was warm, and 
the current obstructed by nine different rapids, more 
or less difficult to pass. All these rapids are fishing* 
places, greatly resorted to in the season; and as we 
passed we observed near them slabs and pieces of 
split timber raised from the ground, and some entire 
houses, vacant at present, but which will be occupied 
as soon as the Indians return from the plains on both 
sides of the river, where our chief informs u^ they are 
now hunting th^ antelope. Near each of the houses 
is a small collection of graves, the burial-places of 
those who frequent these establishments. The dead 
are wrapped in robes of skins, and deposited ia 
graves, which are covered over with earth, and mark* 
ed or secured by little pickets or pieces of wood 
stuck promiscuously in and around them. The 
country on both sides, after mounting a steep ascent 
of about two hundred feet, becomes an open, level, 
and fertile plain, whith is, however, as well as the 
borders of the river itself, entirely destitute of any 
kind of timber : and the chief growth we observed 
consisted of a few low blackberries." • • • 

They continued to descend the river, and from the 
12th to the I5th proceeded about sixty-three miles. 
On their way they passed several rapids, one of 
which was particularly dangerous, and two miles in 
length. They got over it safely, however, by the aid 
of their Indian pilots, but were less fortunate the next 
day; one of their canoes being driven sideways 
asainst a rock, so that she filled with water, and ihej 
D9 
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were obliged to unload her to dry the baggage she 
had on board. Unfortunately, their roots and other 
provisions were in this boat, and were entirely spoil- 
ed. The only game they procured was a few geese 
and ducks. They passed two considerable streams 
on the 13th, the first of which they called Kimooenim 
Creek, and the other Drewyer's River. Having part- 
ly dried their baggage, they set out again late in the 
day on the idth, intending to complete the drying at 
the mouth of the river, where they proposed stopping 
to take some celestial observations, and which they 
supptised could not be far distant. 

** For the first four miles," proceeds the Journal, 
"we passed three islands, at the lower points of 
which were the same number of rapids, besides a 
fourth at a distance from them. In the next ten miles 
we passed eight islands and three more rapids, and 
reached a point of rocks on the left. These islands 
were of various sizes, and were all composed of 
round stone and sand : the rapids were in many pla^ 
ces difficult and dangerous to pass. The country 
now became lower than before, the ground near the 
river not being higher than ninety or a hundred feet, 
and extending back into a waving plain. . Soon after 
leaving this point of rocks we entered a narrow chan- 
nel, formed by the projecting cliffs of the bank, which 
rise nearly perpendicular from the water. The river 
is not, however, rapid, but gentle and smooth the 
whole length of its confinement, which continnes for 
three miles, when it falls, or rather widens, into a 
kind of basin nearly round, and without any percept- 
ible current. After passing through this basin we 
were joined by the three Indians who had piloted us 
through the rapids since we left the forks, and who, 
in company with our two chiefs, had gone before us. 
They had halted here to warn us of a dangerous rapid 
which begins at the lower point of the basin. As the 
day was too far spent to attempt it, we determined 
to examine it before descending, and therefore en. 
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eamped near an island at its head, and studied par* 
ticulariy ail its narrow and difficult pans. The spot 
where we landed was an old fishing establishment, 
of which there yet remained ihe timbers of a house, 
carefully raised on scatfolds to protect them against 
the spring freshet. Not being able to procure any 
other fuel, and the night being cold, we were a sec- 
ond time obliged to use the property of the Indians, 
who still remain in the plains hunting the antelope. 
Our progress had been but twenty miles, in conse- 
quence of the difficulty ot passing the rapids ; and 
our game consisted of only two teal. 

"October 16. Having fully examined the rapids, 
which we found even more difficult than the report 
of the Indians had induced us to believe, we set out 
eac^y, and, putting our Indian guide in front, our 
smallest canoe next, and the rest in succession, be- 
gan the descent. The passage proved to be very 
disagreeable, as there was a continuation of shoals, 
extending from bank to bank, for the distance of 
three miles, the channel being narrow and crooked, 
and obstructed by large rocks in every direction, so 
as to require great dexterity to avoid being dashed 
against them. We got through, however, with no 
injury to any of the boats except the hindmost, which 
ran on a rock ; but, by the assistance of the other 
boats and of the Indians, who were very alert, she 
escaped, though the baggage on board of her was 
wet. Within three miles we passed three small isl- 
ands, on one of which were the parts of a house, put 
on scaffolds as usual, and soon after came to another 
rapid at the lower extremity of three small islands ; 
ai]^ to a second, again, at the distance of a mile and a 
half below them. At six miles from the great rapid 
we reached a point of rocks at a rapid opposite to the 
upper part of a small island on the left : three miles 
farther there was another rapid ; and two miles be- 
yond this, a very bad one, or, rather, a fall of the river. 
This last proved, on examination, to be so difficult, 
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that Me thought it imprudent to attempt it, and theiv* 
fore unloaded the canoes, and made a portage of three 
quarters of a mile. This rapid, which is of ahout the 
same length, is much broken by rocks and shoals, 
and has a small island in it, on the right side. 

" Alter completing' the transportation we halted 
for dinner, and while we were ealing were visited 
by five Indians, who had come up the river on foot 
in great haste. We received them kindly, smoked 
M'ith them, and gave them a piece of tobacco to smoke 
with their tribe ; on receiving which they set out to 
return, and continued rtmnnig as fast as they could 
While they remained in sight. Their curiosity had 
been excited by the accouins of our two chiefs, who 
had gone on ahead, to apprize the tribes of our ap* 
proach, and of our friendly dispositions towards 
them. After dinner we t^loaded the canoeS ai^d pro- 
ceeded. We soon passed a rapid opposite to the up* 
per point of a sandy island on the left, which has a 
smaller island near it. At three mites there was a 
gravelly bar in the river ; and four miles beyond this, 
the Kimooenim River empties itself into the Oolum* 
bia, having an island at its mouth, jqst below a small 
rapid. We halted above the point of junction, on the 
Kimooenim, to confer with the Indians, who had col« 
lee ted in great numbers to receive us. On landing 
we were met by our two chiefs, to whose good offices 
we were indebted for this reception, and also by the 
two Indians who had passed us a few days since on 
horseback ; one of them appearing to be a man of in- 
fluence, as he harangued the assembly on our arrival. 
After smoking with the Indians, we formed a camp at 
the point where the two rivers unite, near which we 
found some driftwood : we were also supplied by our 
two old chiefs with the stalks of willows and some 
small bushes for fuel. Scarcely had we fixed our 
quarters and got the fires prepared, when a chief 
came from the Indian camp about a fourth of a mile 
up the Columbia, at the head of nearly two hundred 

DigitizeobvAjOUyif 



INDIAN PROCESSION. 45 

men. They formed a regalar procession, keeping 
time to the music, or, rather, noise of their drums, 
which they accompanied with their voices ; and as 
they advanced, they ranged themselves in a semicir* 
cle around us, and continued singing for some time. 
We then smoked with them all, and communicated, 
as well as we could by signs, our friendly intentions 
towards every nation, and our joy at finding ourselves 
surrounded by our children. After this we proceeded 
to distribute presents among them, giving the princi- 
pal chief a large medal, a shirt, and a handkerchief; 
to the second chief, a medal of a smaller size ; and 
to a third, who had come down from some of the up- 
per villages, a small medal and a handkerchief. This 
ceremony being concluded, they left us; but in the 
eourse of the afternoon several of them returnedi 
and remained with us till a late hour. After they 
had dispersed, we proceeded to purchase provisions, 
and were enabled to collect seven dogs, to which 
some of the Indians added small presents of (ish, and 
one of them gave us twenty pounds of fat dried horse- 
flesh. 

" October 17. The day being fair, we were occu- 
pied in taking the necessary observations for deter- 
mining our longitude, and we obtained a meridian 
altitude, from which it appeared that we were in lat- 
itude 46** 16' 13.9''. We also measured the two riv- 
ers by angles, and found that at the junction the 
Columbia was nine hundred and sixty, yards wide, 
and Lewises River five hundred and seveuty-five ; 
but, soon after they imite, the former widens to the 
breadth of from one to three miles, including the isl- 
ands. From the point of confluence the country is 
a continued plain, low near the water, and rising 
gradually from it ; the only elevation to be seen be- 
ing a range of high country running from the north- 
east towards the southwest, where it joins a chain 
of mountains from the southwest, and on the oppo- 
site side is about two miles from the Columbia. 
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There is throughout this plaia not a single tree, noi 
scarcely any shrubs, except a. few willow, bushes; 
and even of smnller plants there is not much more 
than the prickly pear, which is in great abundance, 
and even more thorny and troublesome than any we 
had yet seen. In the mean time the principal chief 
came down, with several of his warriors, and smoked 
with us. We were also visited by several men and 
women, who offered dogs and dried fish for sale ; but 
as the fish was out of season, being at present abun- 
dant in the river, we contented ourselves with pur- 
chasing the dogs. The nation among whom we now 
are call themselves Sokulks; and with them are 
united a few of another nation, who reside on a 
western branch, emptying itself into the Columbia 
a few miles above the mouth of the latter river, uid 
whose name is Chimnapum. 

'* The languages of these two natiqns, of both of 
which we obtained a vocabulary, differ but little from 
each other or from that of the Chopunnish, who in- 
habit the Kooskooskee and Lewis Rivers. In their 
dress and general appearance, also, they much re- 
semble that nation : the men wearing a robe of deer 
or antelope skin, under which a few of them have a 
short leathern shirt. The most striking difference 
is among the females, the Sokulk women being more 
inclined to corpulency than any we have yet seen^ 
Their stature is low, their faces aire broad, and their 
heads flattened in such a manner that the forehead 
is in a straight line from the nose to the crown of 
the head. Their eyes are of a dirty sable, their hair 
is coarse and black, and braided without ornament 
of any kind. Instead of wearing, as do the Cho- 
pntinish, long leathern shirts highly decorated witk 
beads and shells, the SokUlk women have no other 
covering but a truss or piece of leather tied round 
the hips, and drawn tight between the legs. The 
ornaments usually worn by both sexes are large 
blue or white beads, either pendant from their earsu 
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or roand the neck, wri^tSf and arms : they have like- 
wise bracelets of brass, copper, and horn, and some 
trinkets of shells, fish-bones, and curious feathers. 
The houses of the Sokulks are made of large male 
of rushes, and are generally of a square or oblonff 
form, varying in length from fifteen to sixty feet, and 
supported in the inside by poles or forks about six 
feet high. The top is covered with mats, leaving a 
9pace of twelve or fifteen inches the whole length 
of the house, for the purpose of admitting the hght 
and suflfering the smoke to escape. The roof is 
nearly flat, which seems to indicate that rains are 
not common in this open country ; and the house is 
not divided into apartments, the Hre being in the n^id- 
dle of the enclosure, and immediately under the hole 
in the roof. The interior is ornamented with their 
nets, gigs, and other fishing-tackle, as well as the 
bow of each inmate, and a large quiver of arrow8» 
which are headed with flint. 

** The Sokulks seem to be of a mild and peaceable 
disposition, and live in a state of comparative happi* 
ness. The men, like those on the Kimooenim, are 
said to content themselves with a single wife, with 
whom the husband, we observe, shares the labours 
of procuring subsistence much more than is common 
•mong savages. What may be considered an une- 
quivocal proof of their good disposition, is the great 
respect which is shown to old age. Among other 
marks of it, we noticed in one of the houses an old 
woman perfectly blind, and who, we were told, had 
lived more than a hundred winters. In this state of 
decrepitude, she occupied the best position in the 
house, seemed to be treated with great kindness, 
mnd whatever she said was listened to with much 
attention. They are by no means obtrusive ; and as 
their fisheries supply them with a competent, if not 
an abundant subsistence, although they receive 
thankfully whatever we choose to give, th&y do not 
importune us by begging. Fish is, indeed, their chief 
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food, to which they add roots, and occasionally the 
f esh of the antelope, which, as they have only bows 
and arrows, must be very scanty. This diet may be 
the immediate or remote cause of the principal dis- 
order prevaihng among them, as well as among the 
Fiatheads on the JCooskoohkee and Lewis Rivers. 
With all these Indians soreness of the eyes is very 
common, and it is so aggravated by neglect that many 
are deprived of one of their eyes, and some have 
lost entirely the use of both. This dreadful disor- 
der may also, we think, be imputed, in part, to the 
reflection of the sun from the waters, where they are 
constantly fishing in the spring, summer, and autumn, 
and during the rest of the year from the snow, in a 
country where there is no object to relieve the sight. 
Among the Sokulks, too, and, indeed, among all the 
tribes whose chief subsistence is fish, we hav« ob- 
served that bad teeth are very general ; some have 
the teeth, particularly those of the upper jaw, worn 
down ^ the gums ; and many of both sexes, and 
even of middle age, have lost them entirely. This 
decay of the teeth is a circumstance very unusual 
among the Indians, either on the mountains or plains, 
and seems peculiar to those of the Columbia. We 
cailnot avoid regarding as one cause of it the man- 
ner in which they eat their food. The roots are 
swallowed as they are dug from the ground, frequent- 
ly nearly covered with a gritty sand ; and so little 
idea have they that this is oflfensive, that all the roots 
they bring to us for sale are in the same condition. 
Another and important cause may be their great use 
' of, dried salmon, the bad effects of which are most 
probably increased by their mode of cooking it, which 
IS simply to warm it, and then eat the skin, scales, 
and flesh, without any farther preparation. The So- 
kulks possess but few horses, the greater part of 
their labours being performed in canoes. Their 
amusements are similar to those of the Missouri In- 
dians. 
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** In the coarse o^" the day, Captain Clarke, in a 
small cauoe wiih ;,wo iden, ascended the Columbia. 
At the distduue of ifi?6 miles he passed an island in 
the middle of the rivtfr, at the head of which was a 
small but not dangerous rapid. On the left bank, 
opposite to this island, was a fishing-place consist- 
ing of three mat houses. Here were great quanti- 
ties of salmon drying on scaffolds ; and, indeed, from 
the mouth of the river upward, he saw immense 
numbers of dead salmon strewed aVong the shore, 
or floating on the surface of the water, which is so 
clear that the fish may be seen swimming at the 
depth of fifteen or twenty feet. The Indians, who 
had collected on the banks to observe him, now 
joined him in eighteen canoes, and accompanied 
him up the river. A mile above the rapids he came 
to the lower point of an island, where the course of 
the stream, which had been from its mouth north 
83® west, now became due west. He proceeded in 
that direction, until, observing three houses of mats 
at a short distance, he landed to visit them. On en- 
tering one of these houses, he found it crowded with 
men, women, and children, who immediately provi- 
ded a mat for him to sit on, and one of the party 
undertook to prepare something to eat. He began 
by hringing in a piece of pine wood that had drined 
down the river, which he split into snrall pieces with 
a wedge made of elkhom, by means of a mallet of 
stone curiously carved. The pieces of wood were 
then laid on the fire, and several round stones pla- 
ced upon them. One of the squaws now brought a 
bocket of water, in which was a large salmon about 
half dried, and, as the stones became heated, they 
were put into the bucket till the salmon was suffi- 
ciently boiled for use. It was then taken out, put 
on a platter of rushes neatlr made, and laid before 
Captain Clarke, while another was boiled for each 
of his men. During these preparations he smoked 
wHh such about him as wonla accept of tobacco. 

Vol. II.— E 
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though very few would do it, smoking not belng^ 
geiiural among them, and chiefly used as a matter 
of form in great ceremonies. After eating the fish, 
which was of an. excellent flavour, Captain Clarke 
again set out, and at the distance of four miles from 
the last island came to the lower point of another, 
near the left shore, where he halted at two large 
mat houses. Here, as at the three houses beiow, 
the inhabitants were occupied in splitting and drying 
salmon. The multitudes of this fish, indeed, are al- 
most inconceivable. The water is so clear, as we 
have already remarked, that they can readily be 
seen at the depth of fifteen or twenty feet ; but at 
this season they float down the stream, and are 
drifted ashore in such quantities that the Indians 
have only to collect, split, and dry them on the scaf* 
folds. Where they procure the timber of whieh 
these scaffolds are composed, he could ndt learn ; 
and, as thisre are nothing but willow bushes- to be 
seen for a great distance from this place, it renders 
very probable, what the Indians assured him by 
signs, that they often use dried fish as fuel for the 
common occasions of cooking. Prom this island 
they showed him the entrance of a western branch 
of the Columbia, called the 'l^ipteal, which, as far as 
could be seen, bears nearly west, and empties itself 
about eight miles above into the Columbia, the gen- 
eral course of which is northwest. Towards the 
southwest a range of high land runs parallel to the 
river, at the distance of two miles on the left, while 
on the right side the country is low, and covered 
with the prickly pear, and a weed or plant two or 
three feet high, resembling the whin. To the east* 
ward is a range of mountains about fifty or sixty 
miles distant, bearing north and south ; but neither 
in the low grounds nor in the high lands is any tim- 
ber to be seen. The evening coming on, he deter- 
mined not to proceed farther than the island, and 
therefore returned to camp, accompanied by ihw 
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eatioes eontaintngr twenty Indians. In the course 
of his excursion he shot several grouse aud dMcks, 
and received some presents of fish, for which he 
gave in return small pieces of riband. He also kill- 
ed a prairie-cock, a bird of the pheasant kind, but 
about the size of a small turkey. It measured from 
the beak to the end of the toe two feet si& inches 
and three quarters ; from the extremities of the 
wings three feet six inches : and the feathers of the 
tail were thirteen inches long. This bird we have 
seen nowhere except on this river. Its chief food 
is the gpfUishopper, and the seed of a wild plant 
which is peculiar to this river and the upper parts 
of the Missouri. 

*'The men h vailed themselves of this day's rest 
to mend their clothes, dress skins, and put their 
arms in order : an object always of primary concern, 
but particularly at a moment when we were sur- 
rounded by so many strangers. 

^ October 18. We were visited this morning by 
several canoes of Indians, who joined those already 
with us, and formed a numerous council. We in- 
formed them, as we had done all the other Indian 
nations, of our friendship for ihem, and of our desire 
to promote peace among all our red children in this 
country. This was conveyed by signs through our 
two chiefs, and seemed to be perfectly understood. 
We then made a second chief, and gave to all the 
chiefs a string of wampum, in remembrance of what 
we had said. While the conference was going on, 
four men came in a capoe from a large encamp- 
ment on an island about eight miles below, but, after 
staying a few minutes, returned without sayinjg; a 
word to us. We now procured from the principal 
chief and one of the Cuimnapum nation a sketch 
of the Columbia, and some account of the tribes of 
his nation living along its banks and those of the 
Tapteal. They drew it with a piece of coal on a 
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robe, and, as we afterward transferred it to paper, it 
exhibited a valuable specimen of Indian deiin^^ation. 

** Having completed ihe purposes of our stay, we 
now began to lay in our su>res, and as it w^s not the 
season for dried fish, purchased forty dogs, for which 
we gave small articles, such as bells, thimbles, knit- 
ting-needles, brass wire, and a few beads : an ex- 
change with which they all seemed perfectly sat- 
isfied. These dogs, with six prairie-cocks killed 
this morning, formed a plentiful supply for the pres- 
ent. We here left our guide, and the two young 
men who had accompanied him ; two of the three 
not being willing to go any farther, and the third be- 
ing of no use, as he was not acquainted with the 
river below. We therefore took no Indians but our 
two chiefs, and resumed our journey in the presence 
of many of the Sokulks, who came to witness our 
departure. The morning was cooland fair, and the 
wind from ihp southeast." 

Soon after starting they passed tl» month of 
Lewis's River, and as they continued to descend, 
saw different fishing establishments on the shore. 
Having proceeded twenty miles, they encamped ibr 
the night, and soon after landing were informed by 
their two chiefs that the largest of these establisb- 
ments belonged to the most important chief in that 
part of the country. On receiving this intelligence, 
the two chiefs were despatched to invite the great 
chief to spend -the night at the encampment. He 
accordingly came, accompanied by twenty men, 
bringing a basket of mashed berries, which he pre- 
sented to the strangers, but established a separate 
camp at some distance from them. 

"October 19. The great chief," continues the 
narrative, "with two of his inferior chiefs, and a 
third belonging to a band on the river below, made 
ns a visit at a very early hour. The first of these, 
called Yelleplt, was a handsome, well-proportioned 
man, about five feet eight inches high, and thirty- five 
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years of age, with h bold and dignified conntenance: 
the rest had nothing remarkable in their appearance. 
We smoked with them, and, after making a speech, 
gave a medal, a handkerchief, and a string of wam- 
pum to Yellepit, and a string of wampum only to 
the inferior chiefs. He requested u'S to remain till 
the middle of the day, that all his nation might come 
and see us ; but we excused ourselves by telling him 
that on our return we would spetid two or three 
days with him. This conference detained us till 
nine oY'lock. by which time great numbers of the 
Indians had come down to visit us.'' 

As they descended they passed an island where 
were several Indian houses, the occupants of which 
were, as usual, employed in drying fish, and seemed 
to be much alarmed at the approach of the party. 
They proceeded on. ^nd at the distance of about 
twelve miles from the point they had left in the 
morning, they came to a very dangerous rapid, 
which, however, they succeeded in passing safely, 
though with great fatigue and difficulty. ^* In or- 
der," proceeds the Journal, ** to lighten the boats, 
Captain ("iarke, with the two chiefs, the interpreter 
and his. wife, had walked across the low grounds on 
the left to the foot of the rapids. On the way he 
ascended a cliff about two hundred feet above the 
water, from which he saw that the country on both 
sides of the river, immediately from its cliffs, was 
low, and spread itself into a level plain, extending 
for a great distance in every direction. To the 
west, at the distance of aboqt one hundred and fifty 
miles, was a very high mountain covered with 
snow ; and, from its direction and appearance, he 
supposed it to be Mount St. Helen's, laid down by 
Vancouver as visible from the mouth of the Colum- 
bia : there was also another mountain of a conical 
form, whose top was covered with snow, in a south- 
west direction. 
'' As Captain Clarke arrived at the lower end of 
E2 
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the rapid before any, except one of the small canoes, 
he sat down on a rock to wait for them, and, seeing 
a crane fly across the river, shot it, and it fell near 
him. Several Indians had been before this passing 
on the^opposiie side towards the rapids, and some 
who were then nearly in front of him, being either 
alarmed at his appearance or the report of the gun, 
fled to their houses. Captain Clarke was afraid that 
these people had not yet heard that the white men 
were coming, and therefore, in order to allay their 
uneasiness before the rest of the party should ar- 
rive, he got into the small canoe with three men, 
rowed over towards the houses, and, while crossing, 
shot a duck, which fell into the water. As -he ap- 
proached no person was to be seen except three 
men in the plains, and they, too, fled as he came 
near the shore. He landed in front of Ave houses 
close to each other, but no one appeared, and the 
doors, which were of mat, were closed. He went 
towards one of them with a pipe in his hand, and, 
pushing aside the mat, entered the lodge, where he 
found thirty-two persons, chiefly men and women, 
with a few children, all in the greatest consterna- 
tion ; some hanging down their heads, others crying 
and wringing their hands. He went up to thend, 
and shook hands with each one in the most friendly 
manner; but their apprehensions, which had for a 
moment subsided, revived on his faking out a burn- 
ing-glass, as there was no roof to the house, and 
lighting his pipe : he then offered it to several of the 
men, and distributed among the women and children 
some small trinkets which he had with him, and 
gradually restored a degree of tranquillity among 
them. Leaving this house, and directing each of his ^ 
men to visit a house, he entered a second. Here 
he found the inmates more terrified than those in 
the first ; but he succeeded in pacifying them, and 
afterward went into the other houses, where the 
men had been equalty successful. Retiring from 
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the houses, he seated himself on a rock, and beckon- 
ed to some of the men to come and smoke with 
him V but none of them ventured to join him till the 
canoes arrived with the two chiefs, who immediate- 
ly explained our pacific intention towards them. 
Soon after the interpreter's wife landed, and her 
presence dissipated all doubts of our b^ing well>dis- 
posed, ^i.ice in this country no woman ever accom- 
panies a war party : they therefore all came out, 
and seemed perfectly reconciled ; nor could we, in- 
deed, blame them for their terrors, which were per- 
fectly natural. They told the two chiefs that they 
knew we were not men, for they had seen us fall 
from the clouds. In fact, unperceived by them, 
Captain Clarke had shot the white crane, which they 
had seen fall just before he appeared to their eyes : 
the duck which he had killed also fell close by him ; 
and as there were some clouds flying over at the mo- 
ment, they connected the fall of the birds with his 
sudden appearance, and believed that he had himself 
actually dropped from the clouds ; considering the 
noise of the rifle, which they had never heaM be- 
fore, the sound announcing so extraordinary an 
event. This belief was strengthened, when, on en- 
tering the room, he brought down fire from the 
heavens by means of his burning-glass. We soon 
convinced them, however, that we were merely 
mortals ; and after one of our chiefs had explained 
our history and objects, we all smoked together in 
great harmony. These people do not speak pre- 
cisely the same language as the Indians farther up, 
but understand them in conversation. In a short 
time we were joined by many of the inhabitants 
from below, several of them on horseback, and all 
pleased to see us, and to exchange their fish and ber- 
ries for a few trinkets. 

" We remained here till after dinner, and then pro- 
ceeded. At half a mile the hilly country on the right 
side of the river ceased ; at eleven mflea we found 
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% small rapid ; and a mile farther we came to m 
small island on the left, where there were some 
willows. In going this distance from the five lodges 
we passed twenty more, dispersed along the river 
at diflferent points of the valley on the right ; but, as 
the inhabitants were now apprized of our coming, 
they shpwed no signs of alarm. On leaving the isl* 
and we proceeded three miles farther, through a 
country which was low on both sides of the river, 
and encamped under some willow-trees on the left, 
having made thirty-six miles. Immediately oppo- 
site to us was an island close to the left shore, and 
another in the middle of the river, on whiqh were 
twenty-four houses of Indians, all engaged in drying 
fish. We had scarcely landed before about a hun- 
dred of them came over in their boats to visit us, 
bringing with them a present of some wood, which 
was very acceptable. We received them in as kind 
a manner as we could^ smoked with all of theh), and 
gave the principal chief a string of wampum ; but 
the highest satisfaction they derived from the music 
of two of our violins, with which they seemed much 
delighted : they remained all night at our fires. 

*' This tribe is a branch of the nation called Pish- 
quitpaws, and can raise about three hundred and 
fifty men. In their dress they resemble the Indians 
near the Forks of the Columbia, except that their 
robes are smaller, and do nut reach lower than the 
waist ; indeed, three fourths of them have scarcely 
anything that can be called a robe. The dress of 
the females is equally scanty, for they wear only a 
small piece of a robe, which covers their shoulders 
and neck, and reaches down the back to the waist, 
where it is attached by a piece of leather tied tight 
round the body : their cheek bones are high, their 
heads flattened, and their persons in general adorned 
with scarcely any ornaments. Both sexes were 
employed in curing fish, of which they had great 
quaiuities on their scaffolds. 
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«• Ov*.tober 90. The morning was cool, the wind 
from ihc southwest. Our appearance had excited 
the curiosity of the neighbourhood so much, that 
before wo set out nboui two hundred Indians had 
collected to see us ; and, as we were desirous of se- 
curing their friendship, we remained to smoke and 
confer with them till breakfast. We then took our 
repast, which consisted wholly of dog's flesh, and 
pi^eeded. We passed three vacant houses near 
onr camp, and at six miles reached the head of a 
rapid, on descending which we soon came to an- 
other very difficult and dangerous : it is formed by 
a chain of large black rocks stretching from the 
right side of the river, and, with several small isl- 
ands on the left, nearly choking the channel. To 
this we gave the name of Pelican Rapid, from see- 
ing a number of pelicans and black cormorants about 
It. Just below It was a small island near the right 
shore, where were four houses, the occupants of 
which were busy in drying fish. At sixteen miles 
from our camp we reached a bend to the left, oppo- 
site a large island, and at one o^clock halted for din- 
ner, on the lower point of an island on the right side 
of the channel. Close to this was a larger island 
on the same side, and near the left bank a small one, 
a little below. We landed near some Indian huts, 
and counted on this cluster of three islands seven- 
teen of them, filled with inhabitants resembling in 
every respect those higher up ; and, like them, they 
were busy in preparing fish. We purchased of them 
some dried fish, which were not good, and a few 
berries, on which we dined, and then walked to the 
head of the island, for the purpose of examining a 
vault which we had observed in coming along. 

'' This place, in which the dead Were deposited, was 
a building about sixty feet long and twelve feet wide, 
and was formed by fixing in the ground poles, with 
forks, six feet high, across which a long pole was 
extended the whole length of the structure. A gainst 
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^18 ridge-pole were placed broad boards and pieces 
of canoes in a slanting direction, so as to form a 
sbed. It stood east and west, and neither of the ex- 
tremities was closed. On entering the western end 
we observed a number of bodies wrapped carefully 
in leathern robes, arranged in rows on boards, and 
covered with a mat. This was the part destined for 
those recently deceased; while a little farther on 
there were bones half decayed and scattered about, 
and in the centre of the building there was a large 
pile of them heaped promiscuously on each other. 
At the eastern extremity was a mat, on which were 
placed twenty-one sculls, in a circular form: the 
mode of interment being, first, to wrap the body in 
robes, a:nd as it decays the bones are thrown into a 
heap, and the sculls placed together. From the dif- 
ferent boards and pieces of canoes which formed the 
vault, there were suspended on the inside Ashing- 
nets, baskets, wooden bowls^ robes, skins, trenchers, 
and trinkets of various kinds, obviously iutended as 
offerings of affection to deceased relatives. On the 
outside of the burial-place were the skeletons of 
several horses, and great quantities of their bones 
m the neighbourhood, which induced us to believe 
that these animals were most probably sacrificed at 
the funeral rites of their masters." 

AAer leaving this place the country became moi» 
hilly, and they encamped in the evening, having made 
forty-two miles. They killed several ducks a^ two 
speckled gulls. 
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CHAPTER III. ' 

The Party in their Descent still visited by tb« Jndian8.--Le. 
liage's Kiver.— Towahnahiooks River— Indian Modeot stack- 
mg Fish, and pfeparing them for Market-Descripti*»n of the 
Great Falls.— Descripuonof an Indian <^anoe.— Alarm excited 
by an anticipated Attack from the Eheltoots.-D8ngeroM 
Rapid, called by the Indians The /•ahs.-Account of the In. 
dian Houses in iheNeighbourbixxl.-Aiiother frightful Kapid. 
—Some Account of the Chillu^kiltequaw Indians.- Captain 
Clarke examines the Great R/.pids.-l)e8cnpiion of an Indian 
Burial-place.— The Rapids passed m Safety. 

*• October 21. The morning was cool, and the wind 
from the southwest. At five and a half miles we 
passed a small island, and one and a halffarther ano- 
ther in the middie of the river, with some rapid wa- 
ter near its head, and opposite to its lower extremity 
were eight cabins of Indians. We landed near them 
for breakfast; but such was the scarcity of wood, 
that the last evening we had not been able to collect 
anything except dry willows, and of these not more 
than barely sufficient to qook our supper : this morn- 
ing we could not find enough even to prepare our 
breakfast. The Indians received us with great kind- 
ness, and examined everything they «aw with much 
atltention. In their appearance and employments, 
as well as in their language, they did not differ from 
those higher up the river. Their dress, too, was 
nearly the same ; that of the men consisting of no- 
thing but a short robe of deer or goat skin, and the 
women wearing only a piece of dressed skin* falling 
from the neck so as to cover the front of the body 
as low as the waist ; a bandage tied round the body, 
and passing between the legs ; and over this a short 
Yobe of deer and antelope skin was occasionally 
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thrown. Here, we saw two blankets of scarlet and 
one of blue cloth, and also a sailor^s round jacket; 
but we could obtain only a few pounded roots and 
some fish, for which, of course, we paid. Among 
other things we observed some acorns, the fruit of 
the white onk. These they use as food, either raw 
or roasted ; and on inquiry, they informed us that they 
were procured from the Indians who live near the 
Great Falls. This place they designated by a name 
very commonly applied to it by the Indians, and 
highly expressive, the word Timm, which they pro- 
nounce so as to make it perfectly represent the 
sound of a distant cataract."* 

They found the river obstructed by rocks and fre- 
quent rapids, and towards the close of the day it be- 
came much narrower. Passing a considerable 
stream coming in from the southeast, to which they 
ffave the name of Lepage's River, i^bout seven miles 
below they encamped near some Indian huts to 
spend the night. 

•* The inhabiUnts of these huts," says the journal- 
iat, *' stated to us tliat they were the relations of the 
Indians living at the Great Falls. They appeared 
ta be of the same nation with those we had seen 
above, resembling them, indeed, in everything, ex- 
cept that their language, though essentially the same, 
m& some words different. They have all pierced 
noses ; and the men, when in full dress, wear a long 
tapering piece of shell or bead put through the nose. 
These people did not, however, receive us with as 
much cordiality as we had been accustomed to. 
They were poor, but we were able to purchase from 
tliem fiome wood to make a fire, of which, however, 
they had but tittle, and which they said they brought 
from the Great Falls. The hills in this neighbour- 

• The faidiant, according to Parker, call the Falls of the 
Colamhia " Trnn-Tum.'* They use the same expression for the 
bsating of th« heart. 
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hood are high and nigged, and a few scattered trees, 
either smaU pine or scrubby white oak, were occa- 
eionalty seen on them. From the last rapids wo ob- 
served a cofiicdl mountaki towards- the southwest, 
which the Indians said was not for to the left of the 
Great Falls ; and from its ricinity to that place, we 
called it the Tiniin, or Falls Mountain. The country 
through whidh we passed is furnished with several 
fine springs, which rise either high up the sides of 
the hills, or else in the river meadows, and discharge 
themselves into the Columbia. We could not help 
remarking that the fishing establishments of the In* 
dia;ns, both on the Columbia and the waters of 
Lewis's River, are almost universally on the right! 
bank. On inquiry, we Were led to believe that the 
teason of this may be found in their fear of the 
Snake Indians; between whom and themselves^, 
considering the warlike temper of that pe<^le, aikl 
the peaceful habits of the river tribes, it is very nat" 
oral ih}^ the latter should be anxious to interpose 
80 good a barrier. These Indians af« described as 
residing on a great river to the south, and as always 
at war with the people of this neighbourhood. On^ 
of our chiefs pointed out to-day a spot on the left, 
where, not many years ago, a great battle had been 
fought, in which numbers o( both nations were 
killed," 

The followi^ day Xhey passed an island fowr 
miles in length, and about midway of it a large rlr- 
er appearing to come from the southeast, two hun^ 
dred yards wide at its mouth, and increasing the 
volume of the Oolumibia one fourth. The Indiiins 
called it the Toivahnahiooks. Six miles below this, > 
near some Indian huts, they came to the counmenoe- 
Buent fsi Che Great Palls. *' Here," continues the 
loarnat, **we halted, and immediately on landing 
waHted down, accompanied by an old Indian froei 
«he huts, to exannne the falls, in order to asoertaifl 
OB which tide we^eoald moke a portage flioet elM^. 
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We soon discorered that the neatest route was oq 
the right side, and therefore dropped down to the 
head of the rapid, unloaded the canoes, and took all 
the baggage over by land to the foot of it. The dis- 
tance is twelve hundred yards. On setting out, we 
crossed a solid rock about one third of the whole 
distance ; then reached a space of two hundred yards 
wide, which forms a hollow, where the loose sand 
from the low grounds has been driven by the winds, 
and is steep and loose, and therefore difficult to 
pass ; the rest of the route was over firm and solid 
ground. The labour of crossing would have been 
very great, if the Indians had not assisted us in car- 
iying some of the heavy articles on their horses ; 
but for this service they repaid themselves so adroit? 
]y, t\)at, on reaching the foot of the rapids, we found 
it necessary to form a camp in a position which 
would secure us from their pilfering, which we 
dreaded much more than theii' hostility. Near our 
camp were Eve large huts, the occupants being en* 
^aged in drying fish and preparing it for market. 

** Their manner of doing this is, first, opening the 
iSsh and exposing U to the sun on scaffolds. When 
it is sufficiently diied, it is pounded between two 
stones till it is completely pulverized, and is then 

5 laced in a basket ahoat two feet long and one in 
iameter, neatly made of grass and rushes, and lined 
^ith the skin of a salmon stretched and dried for the 
irarpose. Here it is pressed down as hard as possi« 
ble, and the top covered with t\ve skins of fish, which 
are secured by cords through the holes of the bas- 
keU 1'he baskets are then put Vi some dry situa* 
tion, the corded part upward, seven being usually 
placed as closely as they can be togiether, and five 
4>n the top of them. The whole is then wrapped up 
iQ mats, and made fast by cords, over which other 
oiats are thrown. Twelve of these basket*, each of 
which contains from ninety to a hundred pounds^ 
ibffBi a stack| which is now left till it is sent to mar* 
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cet. Fish thuft prepared is kept sound and sweet 
lor several years, and great quantities of it, they told 
us, were sent to the Indians living below the falls« 
whence it found its way to the whites who visited 
the mouth of the Columbia. We observed, both near 
the lodges and on the rocks in the river, great num- 
bers of stacks of these pounded fish. 

'' Besides fish, these people supplied us with fil- 
berts and henries, and we purchased a dog for sup- 
per ; but it was with much difficulty that we were 
able to buy wood enough to cook it. In the course 
of the day we were visited by many Indians, from 
whom we learned that the principal chiefs of the 
bands residing in this neighbourhood were now hunt- 
ing in the mountains towards the southwest. On 
that side of the river none of the tribes have any 
permanent habitations ; and on inquiry, we were con- 
firmed in our belief that it was from the fear of be- 
ing attacked by the Snake Indians, with whom they 
are constantly at war. This nation they represent 
as being very numerous, and residing in a great 
number of villages on the Towahnahiooks, where 
they live principally on salmon. That river, they 
add, is not obstructed by rapids above its mouth, but 
becomes large, and reaches to a considerable dis- 
tance ; the first villages of the Snake Indians being 
twelve days' journey, on a course about southeast 
from (his place. 

'* October 23. Having ascertained from the In- 
dians, and by our own examination, the best mode 
of bringing down the canoes, it was concluded, as 
the river was divided into several narrow channels 
by rocks and islands, to follow the route adopted by 
the 1 ndians ihemselres. This labour Captain Clarke 
copimenced in the morning, and, after crossing to 
the other side of the river, hauled the canoes over a. 
point of land, so as to avoid a perpendicular fall of 
seventy feet. At the distance of four hundred and 
fifty-seven yards we reached the water, and em- 
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barked al a place where a long, rocky island coat- 
presses the ohannei within Ihe apaee of a hiuxired 
and fifty yards, so aa to form nearly a semtoiKcU. 
On leaving this rocky island the channel is some* 
what wider^ but a second and mneh larger istoAcl W* 
hard black rock sikU divides U frooi the main stceaa^ 
while on the left shore it is closely bordered by per- 
pendicular cliffs. Having descended in this way for 
a mile, we reached a pitch of the river, which, betng 
divided by two IsLVge rocks, descends with great ra- 
pidity down a fall eight feet in height. As the boats 
could not bo navigated down this steep desc^nt^ we 
were obliged to land, and tet them dowtf as slowly 
as possible by strong ropea of elkskin, which we bra 
prepared for the purpose. They all paated in safety 
except one, which, being loosed by tke break ini; of 
the ropes, was driven down with aU tbe ibree of the 
current, but afterward recovered by the Indians be- 
low. With this rapid ends the first pitch of the 
Great Falls, whieh are not so leinarkaUe in poini 
of height as for the singular manner tn which the 
rocks divide its chamiel. From the marks every- 
where perceivable at thevse falls, it is obvious that, m 
the high floods in the spring, the water below the 
falls rites nearly to a level with that above. Of thia 
rise, occasioned by obstracikms we had not yet seeii^ 
the salmoa must avail themselvea to pass up the 
river, and in such multitudes that that fish is almoNl 
the oiriy one cnught in great abundance above the 
falls : below these, however, we obseived the salm- 
on troot, and the heads of a smaller specif of trout» 
which are in great xiiMnbers, and which they are now 
burying, to be tised for winter food. A bole being 
dug, the skies and bottom are lined with straw, over; 
which skins are laid ; and on these the fish, afler 
being well dried, is placed, covered with other skinv 
and the hole olosed with a layer of earth twelve or 
fifteen inches deep. 
*^ About three o'clock we reached Ihe lower camj^ 



,.,-tt,htfiit*t- 




dbyGoogk 




'■'«"= t-^;;i : 






Digitized by LaOO'Q IC 



BEAUTIFUL CAN0S8. 65 

%iit our joy at having accomplished this object was 
somewhat diminished hy the persecution of a new 
acquaintance. On reaching the upper point of the 
portage, we found that the Indians had been en- 
camped there not long since, and had left behind 
them multitudes of £ihs. These sagacious tor- 
mentors were so well pleased to exchange the straw 
snd fish skins in wliich tliey had been living for a 
more comfortable residene«^. that we were soon cov- 
ered with them; and during the portage the men 
were obliged to strip to the skin, in order to brush 
them from their bodies. They were not, howeverf 
so easily dislodged from our clothes, and accompa- 
nied us in great numbers to our camp. 

" We saw no game except a sea-otter, which was 
AoX in the narrow channel as we were coming down,, 
but we could not get it. Having, therefore, scarcely 
any provisions, we purchased eight small fat dogs : 
a food CO which we were compelled to have recourse, 
as the Indians were very unwilling to sell us any of 
their good fish, which they reserved for the market 
below. Fortunately, however, habit had completely 
overcome the repugnance which we felt at first at 
eating this animal, and the dog, if not a favourite 
dish, was always an acceptable one. The meridian 
altitude of to- day g^ve 45° 42^ 57.3" north as the lat- 
itude of our camp. 

" On the beach, near the Indian huts, we observed^ 
two canoes of a different shape and size from any 
which we had hitherto seen. One of these we got 
by giving our smallest canoe, a hatchet, and a few 
triukets to the owner, who said he had obtained it 
from a white man below the falls in exchange for a 
horse. These canoes were very beautifully made^ 
wide in the middle, and tapering towards each end, 
with curious figures carved on the bow. They were 
thin, but, being strengthened by crossbars sboui an 
tfich in diameter, tied with strong pieces of bark 
(hrouffh holes in the sides, were able to bear very 
F8 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



66 LEWIS ANP CULBKe'8 XXrSDITIOlf. 

heavy burdens, and seemed calculated ta ihre ia the 
rougtiest wAter. 

*' A great number of Indiana both from above and 
belovr the fails visited us this day, and towaids 
evening we were informed by oae of the chiefs who 
had accompanied us, that he had overheand that the 
Indians below intended to attack us as we went do wa 
the river ; but, being at all times ready Air an attempt 
of that sort, we were not under any particular appre- 
hensions at this intelligence : we therefore mt^rely 
examined our arms, and increased the ammunition 
to one hundred rounds. Our chiefs, who had not the 
same motives of confidence, were by no means so 
much at their ease ; and when at night they saw the 
Indians leave us earlier than usual, their suspicions 
of an intended attack were confirmed, and Ihey were 
very much alarmed. The next momitig, 

**' October 24, the Indians approached us with ap- 
parent caution, and behaved with more than usual 
Tcserve. Our two chiefs, by whom these eireumstan- 
ees were not unobserved, now told us that they 
wished to return home; that they could no longer be 
Of any service to us, as they could not understand the 
language of the people below the falla; that these 
people formed a different nation from their own ; 
that the two people had beeir at war with each other ; 
and as the Indians had expressed a resolution to at* 
tack us, they would certainly kill them. We endeav- 
eured to quiet their leans, and requested them to stay 
two nights longer, in which time we would see the- 
Indians below, and make a peace between the two 
nations. They replied that they were anxious to rew 
turn, to look after their horses. We» however, insist- 
ed on their remaining with us, not only in the hope of 
bringing about an accommodation between them and 
their enemies, but because they might be able to de- 
tect any hostile designs against us, and al^o assist u» 
in passing the next falls* which were not far oflT, and 
represented as very difficult : they at length ceosenV 
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cd to our proposal. About nine o'clock we pro- 
ceeded, and on leaving our camp near the lower fall, 
found the ri?er about tour hundred yards wide, with 
a current more rapid than usual, though with no per- 
ceptible descent. At the distance of two and a half 
miles it widened into a large bend or basin on the 
right, at the beginning of which were three Indian 
huts. At the extremity of this basin stood a high 
black rock, which, rising perpendicularly from the 
right shore, seemed to run wholly across the river : 
so totally, indeed, did it appear to stop the passage, 
that we could not see where the water escaped, ex- 
cept that the current was seemingly drawn with more 
than usual velocity to the left of the rock, where was 
heard a great roaring. We landed at the huts of the 
Indians, who went with us to the top of the rock, 
from which we had a view of all the difficulties of the 
channel. We were now no longer at a loss to ac- 
sount for the rising of the river at the falls ; for this 
tremendous rock was seen stretching across the 
river, to meet the high hills on the left shore, leaving 
a channel of only forty- five yards wide, through 
which the whole body of the Columbia pressed its 
way. The water, thus forced into so narrow a pas- 
sage, was thrown into whirls, and swelled and boiled 
in every part with the wildest agitation. But the 
alternative of carrying the boats over this high rock 
was almost impossible in our present situation ; and 
as the chief danger seemed to be, not from any ob- 
structions in the channel, but from the great waves 
and whirlpools, we resolved to attempt the passage, 
in the hope of being able, by dexterous steering, to 
descend in safety. This we undertook, and with 
great care were able to get through, to the astonish- 
ment of the" Indians in the huts we' had just passed, 
who now collected to see us from the top of the rock. 
The channel continued thus confined for the space 
of about half a mile, when the rock ceased. We 
passed a single Indian hut at the foot of it, where the 
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rirer a^ain enlarged itself to the, width of two hundred 
yards, and at ihe distauce of a imle and a half stop- 
ped to view a very bad rapid, formed by tl^e rocky 
islands which divided the ciianael, and the lower and 
larger of which was in the middle of ihe river. The 
appearance of this place was so unpromising, that 
we unloaded all thr most valuable articles, such as 
ffuns, ammunition, our papers, &c., and sent them by 
land, with such of the men as could not swim, to the 
extremity of the rapid. We then descended with 
the canoes, two at a time, and though they took in 
some water, we all passed down safely ; after which 
we made two miles, and stopped in a deep bend of 
the river towards the right, and encamped a little 
above a large village of twenty-one houses. Here we 
landed, and as it was late before all the canoes joined 
us, we were obliged ui remain, the difficulties of the 
navigation having permitted us to make only six 
miles. Tnis village was situated at the extremity 
of a deep bend towards the right, and immediately 
above a ledge of high rocks, twenty feet above the 
marks of the highest flood, but broken in several 
places so as to form channels, which were then dry, 
extending nearly across the river : this forms the sec- 
ond fall, or the place, most probably, which the In- 
dians mean by the word Timm. While the canoes 
were coming up. Captain Clarke walked down with 
two men to examine these channels. On the rocks 
here the Indians are accustomed to dry fish; and as 
the season for that purpose was now ov^r, the poles 
which thev use were tied up very securely in bundles, 
and placed on the scaffolds. The stock of dried and 
pounded fish was so abundant, that he counted one 
hundred and seven heaps, making more than ten 
thousand pounds of that provision. After examining 
the narrows as well as the lateness of the hour would 
permit, he returned to the village through a rocky, 
open country, infested with polecats. This village, 
^e residence of a tribe called the Echeloots, con- 
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aisted of bouses scattered proimsctiously over an el- 
evated- situation, near a mound more than thirty feet 
above tbe camaioa le?el,«with some remains of houses 
on it, and having every appearai^ce of being artifi- 
cial. 

"* The bouses, which were tbe first wooden build*- 
ings we had seen since leaving tbe Illinois coun- 
try, were nearly equal in size, and exhibited a very 
singular appearance. A large bole, twenty feet 
wide and thirty in length, was dug to the depth of 
six feet ; the sides of which were lined with split 
pieces of timber rising just above the surface of tbe 
grouiMi, and smoothed to tbe same width by burn- 
ing, or by being sbaved with small iron axes. These 
tknbers were secured in their erect position by a 
pole stretched along the side of the building near 
the eaves, and supported on a strong post fixed at 
each comer. The timbers at the gable ends rose 
gradually higher, tbe middle pt«;es being the broads 
est. At the top of these was a sort of semicircle, 
made to receive a ridge-pole the whole length of the 
bon«e, propped by an additiotial post in the middle, 
and forming the top of the roof. From this ridge* 
pole to the eaves of the bouse wore placed a nua^- 
ber of small poles or rafters, secured at each end 
by fibres of the cedar. On these poles, which were 
connected by small transverse bars of w<>od, was 
laid a covering of white cedar, or mrbor viUb, kept on 
hj strands of cedar iibres ; but a small space along 
tbe whole length of ^he ridge-pole was left uncov* 
ered, for the purpose of light, and of permiuing tbe 
smoke to pass out. The roof, thus formed, had a 
descent about equal to that common among us, and 
Bear the eaves it was perforated with a numb'er of 
small boles, made, most probably, for the discharge 
of arrows in case of an attadc. The only entrance 
was by a small door at the gable end, cui out of the 
middle piece of timber, twenty- nine and a half inch- 
es high, fourteen inohes brood, and reaching only 
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eighteen inches above the earth. Before this hole 
was hung a mat, and on pushing it aside and cravrl- 
ing through, the descent was by a small ladder, made 
in the form of those used among us. One half of 
the inside was used as a place of deposite for their 
dried fisfi, in which there were large quauiities 
stored away, and' which, with a few bankets of ber- 
ries, formed the provisions for the family ; the other 
half, adjoining the door, was for the accommodation 
of the family. On each side were arranged, near the 
walls, small beds of mats, placed on little scaflblds 
or bedsteads raised from eighteen inches to three 
feet from the ground, and in the middle of the Ta* 
cant space was tlie fire, or sometimes two or three 
fires, where, as, indeed, is usually the case, the house 
contained three families. 

*'The inhabitants received us with much kind- 
ness, invited us to their houses, and in the evening, 
after our camp had been formed, came in great num- 
bers to see us, accompanied by a principal chief 
and several warriors of the nation below the Great 
Narrows. We made use of this opportunity to at- 
tempt a reconciliation between them and our two 
chiefs, and to put an end to the war which had dis- 
turbed the two nations. On representing to the 
chiefs the evils which the war inflicted on them, and 
the wants and privations to which it subjected them, 
they soon became disposed to be reconciled with 
each other, and we had some reason to believe in 
the sincerity of their mutual promises, that the war 
should no longer be continued, and that in future 
they would live in peace with each other. On con- 
cluding this negotiation, we proceeded to invest the 
chief with the insignia of command — a medal and 
some small articles of clothing; after which the 
violin was produced, and our men danced, to the 
great delight of the Indians. 

*♦ October 25. We walked down with several of 
the Indians to view the part of the narrows whioh 
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tliey represented as most dangerous, and found it 
very difficult ; and, as the portage was impractica- 
ble with our large canoes, we concluded to carry 
our must valuable articles by land, and then hazard 
the passage. We therefore returned to the village, 
and, having sent some of the party, with our best 
stores, to make a portage, and placed others on the 
rocks, to assist, by means of ropes, the canoes that 
might meet with any difficulty, we began the de^ 
scent, in the presence of a great number of ludians 
-who had collected to witness the exploit. The 
channel for three miles is worn through a hard, 
rough, black rock, from fifty to one hundred yards 
wide, in which the water swells and boils in a tre- 
mendous manner. The (irst three canoes escaped 
Tery well ; the fourth, however, nearly filled with 
water; and the fifth passed through with taking in 
only a small quantity of water. At half a mile we^ 
had got through the worst part, and, having reload* 
ed our canoes, went on very well for the remaining 
two and a half miles, except that one of the boats 
was nearly lost by running against a rock. At the 
end of this channel, in which the Indians told us 
they caught as many salmon as they wished, we 
reached a deep basin or bend of the river towards 
the right, near the entrance of which were two rocks. 
We crossed the basin, which has a quiet and gentle 
current, and at the distance of a mile from its com- 
mencement, and a little below where the river re- 
sumes its channel, reached a rock which divides it. 
At this place we met our old chiefs, who, when we 
begati the portage, had walked down to a village be- 
low, to smoke a pipe of friendship on the renewal 
of peace. Just after our meeting we saw a chief of 
the village above, with a party who had been out 
hunting, and were then crossing the river with their 
horses on their way home. We landed to smoke, 
with this chief, whom we found to be a bold-looking 
, of a pleasing appearance, about fifty years of 
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age, and dressed in a war-jucket, cap, legrgins, and 
moccasins. We presented him with a medHi and 
other small articles, and he gave us some meat, of 
which he had been able to procure but little ; lor on 
his route he met with a war- party of Indians from 
the Towahnahiooks, between whom he had a baxile. 
We here smoked a parting pipe with our two faith- 
ful friends, the chiefs who had accompanied us from 
the heads of the river, and who had now each 
bought a horse, intending to go home by land. On 
leaving this rock the current of the river is gentle, 
but its bed is strewed with a great number of rock.8 
for several miles, when it becomes a beautiful, still 
stream, about half a mile wide. At five miles from 
the large bend we came to the mouth of a creek 
twenty yards in breadth, heading in a range of 
mountains which run ScS.W. and S.W. for a long 
distance, and discharging a considerable quantity of 
water: it is called by the Indians Queuett. We 
halted below it, under a high point of rocks on the 
left, and formed a camp on their top to take some 
celestial observations." * • ♦ ♦* From this rock, the 
pinnacle of tlie round mountain covered with snow, 
which we had seen a short distance below the Forks 
of the Columbia, and called the Falls or Timni Mount- 
ain, was south 43*^ west, and about thirty-seven miles 
distant." • ♦ • 

** Both above and below the narrows, as well as in 
them, we had seen a great number of sea-otter, and 
in the evening a deer was killed, and numerous 

traces of that animal were observed near the camp.** 

• • • 

" October 26. The morning was fine, and we sent 
six men to hunt, and to collect rosin to pitch the ca^ 
noes, which, by being frequently hauled over the 
rocks, bad become very lesky. Thdy were also 
drawn up to dry, and on examination it was found 
that many of the articles oqi board of them had be- 
come spoiled by being repeatftdJ^ wet. We weis 
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occupied with the obserrations necessary to deter- 
mine our longitude, and with conferences with the 
Indians, many of whom came on horseback to the 
opposite shore in the fore part of the day, and show- 
ed some anxiety to cross over to us ; we did not, how- 
ever, think it expedient to send for them, but towards 
evening two chiefs, with fifteen men, came over 
in a small canoe. They proved to be the two princi- 
pal chiefs of the tribes at and above the Falls, and 
had been absent on a hunting excursion as we pass- 
ed their residence : each of them, on arriving, made 
us a present of deer*s flesh, and of small white cakes 
made of roots. Being anxious to ingratiate our- 
selves with them so as to ensure a friendly reception 
on our return, we treated them with all the kindness 
we could show. We accordingly acknowledged the 
chiefs, giving a medal of the small size, a red silk 
handkerchief, an armband, a knife, and a piece of 
paint to each, and small presents to others of the 
party, with half a deer. These attentions were not 
lost on them, for they appeared very weU pleased. 
At night a fire was made in the middle of our camp, 
and as the Indians sat round it, our men danced to 
the music of the violin, which so delighted them 
that several resolved to remain with us through the 
iii|rht : the rest crossed the river. All the tribes in 
this neighbourhood were at war with the Snake In- 
dians, whom they described as living on the Towah- 
nahiooks, and whose nearest town was, they said, 
four days' march from this place, and in a direction 
nearly southwest." • • • 

" October 27. The two chiefs who remained with 
us were joined by seven Indians, who came in a ca- 
noe from below. To these men we were very par- 
ticular in our attentions, smoking and eating with 
them ; but some of them being tempted, by the si^ht 
of our goods that were exposed to dry, to take lib- 
erties with them, we were under the necessity of 
patting an immediate check to it, and this displea^- 
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ed them so much that they returned down the river 
in a very ill humour. The two chiefs, however, re- 
mained with us till the evening, when they crossed 
the river to their party. 

" Before they went we obtained from them a vocab- 
ulary of the Echeloot, their native language; and, 
on comparison, were surprised at its difference from 
the Eneeshur tongue. In fact, although the Eche- 
loots, who live at the Great Narrows, are not more 
than six miles from the Eneeshurs, who reside at 
and above the Great Falls, the two people are sep- 
arated by a broad distinction of language. The 
Eneeshurs are understood by all the tribes on the 
Columbia above the Falls; but at that place they 
meet with the unintelligible language of the Eche- 
loots, which descends the river from thence a con- 
siderable distance. Yet this m^y, after all, be only 
a difference of dialect, and not a radical difference, 
since in both languages many words are the same ; 
and the identity cannot be accounted for by suppo- 
sing that their neighbourhood has interwoven them 
into their daily conversation, since the same words 
are equally familiar among all the Flathead bands 
we have passed. The strange clucking or guttural 
noise which first struck us, is common to all these 
tribes. They also flatten the heads of their children 
in nearly the same manner ; but we now begin to 
observe that the heads of the males, as well as of 
the other sex, are subjected to this operation ; where- 
as, among the mountains, the custom is conflned id- 
most entirely to the females." • • • 

" October 28. The morning was cool and windy. 
Having dried our goods, we were about setting out, 
when three canoes came from above to visit us, and 
two others fVom below for the same purpose. 
Amonpr the Indians in these last was one who wore 
his hair in a queue, and had on a round hat and a 
sailor's jacket, which he said he had obtained from 
the people beloW the Qrsat Rapids, who bought 
them from the whites." 
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This interview being over, the party again started 
to descend the river, and after proceeding four miles, 
landed neara small Indian settlement of eight houses. 

"On entering one of them,*' says the Journal, 
" we saw a British musket, a cutlass, and several 
brass tea-kettles, which they seemed to prize very 
highly. There were also figures of men, birds, and 
different animals, cut and painted on the boards which 
form the sides of the room ; and though the work- 
manship of these uncouth figures was very rough, 
they were as highly esteemed by the Indians as the 
finest frescoes of more civilized people. This tribe 
is called the Chilluckittequaw, and their language, 
although somewhat different from that of the Eche- 
loots, has many of the same words, and is sufficient^ 
ly intelligible to the neighbouring Indians. We ob- 
tained from them a vocabulary; and, after buyine 
five small dogs, some dried hemes, and a white breaa 
or cake made of roots, left them.'* • • • 

The wind was so high, however, that after pro- 
ceeding ^ mile they were obliged to land, and stop 
for the day. " We had not been long on shore," 
proceeds the narrative, " before a canoe, with a man, 
nis wife, and two children, came from below, through 
the high waves, with a few roots to sell; and soon 
after we were visited by many Indians from the vil- 
lage above, with whom we smoked and conversed. 
The canoes used by these people were, like those 
already described, built of white cedar or pine, very 
light, wide in the middle, and tapering towards the 
ends, the bow beinff raised, and ornamented with 
carvings of the heads of animals. As the canoe is 
their chief vehicle for transportation, the Indians 
have acquired great dexterity in its management, 
and guide it safely over the highest waves. They 
have, among their utensils, bowls and baskets verjr 
neatly made of bark and grass, in which they boil 
their provisions." ♦ • ♦ 

" October 29. The morning was cloudy, and the 
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wind from the west ; but, as it had abated its tIo- 
lence, we set out at daylight. At the distance of 
four miles we passed a creek on the right, one mile 
below which was a village of seven houses on the 
same side. This was the residence of the principal 
chief of the Chilluckittequaw nation, who we found 
was the same between whom and our two chiefs 
we had made a peace at the Echeloot village. He 
received us very kindly, and set before us pounded 
fish, filberts, nuts, the berries of the sacacommis^ 
and white bread made of roots. We gave, in re- 
turn, a bracelet of riband to each of the women of 
the house, with which they were very much pleas- 
ed. The chief had several articles, such as scarlet 
and blue cloth, a sword, a jacket, and a hat, which 
must have been procured from the whites, and on 
one side of the room were two wide, split boards, 
placed together so as to make space for a rude fig- 
ure of a man cut and painted on them. On pointing 
to this, and asking him what it meant, he said some- 
thing, of which all that we understood was ' good,* 
and then stepped up to the painting, and took out 
his bow and quiver, which, with some other warlike 
instruments, were kept behind it. He then directed 
his wife to hand him his medicine-bag, from which 
he drew out fourteen forefingers, which he told us 
had belonged to the same number of his enemies, 
whom he had killed in fighting with the nations to 
the southeast, in which direction he pointed ; alljtl- 
ding, no doubt, to the Snake Indians, the common 
enemy of the tribes on the Columbia. This bag is 
usually about two feet in length, and contains roots, 
pounded dirt, &c., which only the Indians know how 
to appreciate. It is suspended in the middle of the 
lodge ; and it is considered as a species of sacrilege 
ibr any one but the owner to touch it. It is an ob- 
ject of religious fear ; and, from its supposed sanc- 
tity, is the chief place Tor depositing their medals 
and more valuable articles. They have likewise 
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small bags, which they preserve in their great medo 
icine-bag, from w^ience they are taken, and worn 
around their waists and necks as amulets against 
any real or imaginary evils. This was the first 
time we had been apprized that the Indians ever 
carried from the field any other trophy than the 
scalp. These fingers were shown with great exuK 
tation ; and, after an harangue, which we were left 
to presume was in praise of his exploits, the chief 
carefully replaced them among the valuable contents 
of his red medicine-bag. The inhabitants of this 
village being part of the same nation with those of 
the village we had passed above, the language of the 
two was the same, and their houses were of similar 
form and materials, and calculated to contain about 
thirty souls. They were unusually hospitable and 
good-humoured, so that we gave to the place the 
name of the Friendly village. We breakfasted here ; 
and after purchasing twelve dogs, four sacks of fish, 
and a few dried berries, proceeded on our journey. 
The hills as we passed were high, with steep, rockv 
Bides, with pine and white oak, and an undergrowth 
of shrubs scattered over them." 

Four miles farther on they passed the mouth of a 
small river on the right, which they called Cataract 
River; and twelve miles beyond this, another stream 
on the left, to which they gave the name of Labieshe, 
after one of the party. Here were the first houses 
which they had noticed on the right side of the Colum- 
bia. They landed for the night at three Indian huts 
on the right bank, after having made thirty- two 
miles. 

*' On our first arrival," says the Journal, " the in- 
habitants seemed surprised, but not alarmed, at our 
appearance ; and we soon became intimate by means 
of smoking, and, what was ever a favourite amuse- 
ment with the Indians, the music of the violin. They 
gave us fruit, some roots, and root-bread, and we 
purchased from them three dogs. The houses of 
G3 
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these people were similar to those of the Indians 
above, and their language the same. Their dress 
also, consisting of robes made of the skin of the wolf, 
deer, elk, and wild-cat, was nearly after the same 
fashion. Their hair was worn m plaits down each 
shoulder, and round their neck was a strip of skin, 
with the tail of the animal hanging over the breast. 
Like the Indians above, they were fond of otter skins, 
and gave a great price for them. We here saw the 
skin of a mountain sheep, which they said lived 
among the rocks in the mountains. It was covered 
with white hair; the wool was long, thick, and coarse* 
with long, coarse hair on the top of the neck, and on 
the back resembling somewhat the bristles of a goat. 
Immediately behind the village was a pond, in which 
were great numbers of small swan." 

The Columbia was here about three fourths of a 
mile wide, with a gentle current, though occasionally 
obstructed by rocks. In proceeding the following 
day they passed a river on the right, sixty yards in 
width, which, after one of their men, they called Cru- 
satte*s River. About two and a half miles below 
this they came to a rapid, which is called the Great 
Shoot of the river, where they found it necessary to 
terminate their voyage for the day. It became 
necessary to explore the country to ascertain the 
best route for a portage, and Captain Clarke start- 
ed for this purpose, soon after landing. The night 
obliging him to return after he h^d proceeded about 
three miles, he resumed his examination the next 
morning. 

" At the extremity of a basin," says the narrative, 
"in which was situated the island where we were en- 
camped, several rocks and rocky islands were scat- 
tered along the bed of the river. The rocks on each 
side had fallen down from the mountains, the one on 
the left being high, and the hill on the right, which was 
lower, having bodily slid into the river, so that the cur- 
rent was here compressed within a space of one hiin- 
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dred and fifty yards. Within this narrow limit it runs 
for the distance of four hundred yards with great ra- 
pidity, swelling over the rocks with a fall of about 
twenty feet. It then widens to two hundred paces, 
anci the current for a short distance becomes gentle ; 
but a mile and a half farther on, opposite to an old 
Indian village, it is obstructed by a very bad rapid, 
where the waves are unusually high, the river being 
confined between large rocks, many of which are at 
the surface of the water." 

Following the same route he had taken the day 
before, two and a half miles below the shoot he struck 
the river at a point where the Indians commence 
their portage round the rapids* From this place he 
sent one of his men up the stream, to ascertain if it 
were practicable to bring down the canoes by water; 
while with the other he proceeded farther down 
(the rapids extending as far as he could see), when 
at the distance of a mile and a hal'f, in the midst of a 
dense wood, he came to an ancient burial-place : "it 
consisted,*' says the journalist, ^oi eight vaults, 
formed of pine or cedar boards closely connected, 
each about eight feet square and six in height : the 
top was covered with boards sloping a little, so as to 
carry off the rain. Their direction was east and 
west ; the door being on the eastern side, partially 
stopped with wide boards, and decorated with rude 
pictures of men and animals. On entering, we found 
in some of them four dead bodies, carefully wrapped 
in skins tied with cords of grass and bark, and lying 
on a mat in an east and west direction : the others 
contained only bones, which were in some of them 
piled to the height of four feet. On the tops of the 
vaults, and on poles attached to them, were hung 
brass kettles and frying-pans with boles in their bot- 
toms, baskets, bowls, sea-shells, skins, pieces of 
cloth, hair, bags of trinkets and small bones, the 
offerings of friendship ot affection, which a pious 
renej^tipn had preserved from the ferocity of wai^ 

DigitizeobyVjUUyit' 



80 LEWIS AND Clarke's expedition. 

and the more dangerous temptations of individual 
selfishness. The whole of the walls, as well as the 
door, were ornamented with strange figures cut and 
painted on them ; and, besides these, there were sev- 
eral wooden images of men, some of them so old and 
decayed as to have almost lost their shape, all placed 
against the sides of the vaults. Neither these ima- 
ges, nor those in the houses we had lately visited, 
appeared to be at all the objects of adoration. In 
this place they were most probably intended for re- 
semblances of the deceased; and those we had ob- 
served in the houses occupi^ the most'conspicuous 
part, but were treated more Uke ornaments than ob- 
jects of worship. Near the vaults that were stand- 
ing were the remains of others, completely rotted and 
covered with moss ; and as they were formed of the 
most durable pine and cedar timber, it would appear 
ihat this retired spot had long been a depository for 
the dead.*' 

After proceeding down the river somewhat farther, 
and carefully examining the country, Captain Clarke 
letumed to the encampment. 

*' We had an opportunity to-day," says the Jouiu 
nal, " of witnessing the hardihood of the Indians of 
the neighbouring village. One of our men shot a 
goose, which fell into the river, and was floating 
rapidly towards the Great Shoot, when an Indiaa 
plunged in after it. The entire mass of the waters 
of the Columbia, rushing onward to descend the naiw 
row channel, hurried the bird along with great ra^ 
pidity. The Indian followed it fearlessly to within 
one hundred and fifty feet of the rocks, where he 
would inevitably have been dashed to pieces ; when, 
seizing his prey, he turned round and swam to the 
shore with the utmost composure. We very will*. 
)Dgly relinquished our right to the game in favour 
of one who had thus saved it at the imminent has* , 
ard of his life : he immediately set to work and 
picked off about half the feathers, and then, without 
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opening it, ran a stick through it, and carried it off 
to roast." 

The next day, November 1, following the exam- 
ple of some Indians who preceded them, they trans- 
ported their baggage and small canoe by land to the 
loot of the shoot ; and the four large canoes they 
managed to slide along on poles extended from one 
rock to another, occasionally availing themselves of 
small streams at the side of the river. They now 
re-embarked on board the boats, and, making their 
way with no little difSculty through other less for- 
midable rapids, at the distance of seven miles from 
the head of the Great Shoot they landed for the 
night. 

*' The meridian altitude of to-day," proceeds the 
Journal, ** ^ave us the latitude of 45^ 44' 3''. As we 
passed a village of four houses, we stopped to visit 
them. They were similar to those already descri- 
bed, but larger, from thirty-five to fifty feet long, 
and thirty feet wide, being sunk in the ground about 
six feet, and raised the same height above. I'heir 
beds were raised about four feet and a half above 
the floor, and the ascent to them was by a newly, 
painted ladder, with which every family is provided, 
and under them were stored their dried fish, while 
the space between the part of the beds on which 
they lay and the wall of the house was occupied by 
the nuts, roots, berries, and other provisions, spread 
on mats. The fireplace was about eisht feet long 
and six feet wide, sunk a foot below the fioor, and 
secured by a frame, with mats placed around for the 
family to sit on. In all of the houses were images 
of men of different shapes, placed as ornaments in 
the parts where they would be most seen. The in- 
habitants gave us nuts, berries, and some dried fish 
to eat ; and we purchased, among other articles, a 
hat made after their own taste, and such as they 
wear, without a brim. They asked high prices for 
all that they sold, observing that the whites below 



82 LEWIS AND Clarke's expedition. 

paid dear for whatever they carried to them. We 
could not learn precisely the nature of the trade cat- 
Tied on by the Indians with the inhabitants below. 
But, as their knowledge of the whites seemed to be 
very imperfect, and the only articles wl^ich they 
took to market, such as pounded fish, bear-grass, 
and roots, could not be objects of much foreign traf- 
fic, their intercourse appeared to be an intermediate 
trade with the natives near the mouth of the Ck>luoi- 
bia ; from whom they obtained, in exchange for their 
fish, roots, and bear-gra^s, blue and white beads, cop- 
per tea-kettles, brass armbands, some scarlet and 
blue robes, and a few articles of second-hand Euro- 
pean clothing. But their great object is to obtain 
beads : an article which holds the first place in their 
ideas of value, and to procure which they will sac- 
rifice their last varment and last mouthful of food. 
Independently of their fondness for them as an or- 
nament, these beads are employed as a medium of 
trade, by which they obtain from the Indians still 
higher up the river, i^obes, skins, root-bread, bear- 
grass, &c. These, in turn, make use of them to 
procure from the Indians in the Rocky Mountains 
bear-grass, pacheco, roots, robes, &c. 

" These Indians were rather below the common 
size, with high cheek-bones, their noses pierced, 
and, when in full dress, were ornamented with a ta- 
pering piece of white shell or wampum about two 
mches long. Their eyes were exceedingly sore and 
weak, many of them having only a single eye, and 
some were perfectly blind. Their teeth had prema- 
turely decayed, and in many instances were alto- 
gether worn away. Their general health, however, 
seemed to be good, the only disorder we remarked 
among them being tumours in difierent parts of the 
body. The women were small, and homely in their 
appearance ; their legs much swelled, and their knees 
. remarkablv large ; deformities which are no doubt 
owing to the manner in which they sit on their hams. 
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Tbey^ go nearly naked, having only a piece of leather 
tied round the breast, falling thence nearly as low 
as the waist, with a small robe about three feet 
square, and a piece of leather tied between the legs. 
Their hair was suffered to hang loose in every direc- 
tion ; and in their persons, as well as in their cook* 
ery, they were filthy to a most disgusting degree. 
We here observed that the women universally have 
their heads flattened ; and in many of the villages 
wc have recently seen the female cliildren undergo 
the operation." 



CHAPTER IV. 

First Appearance of Tide>water in the Columbia Riter.— The 
QoicKsand River.— Some Account of the Skilioot Indians.^ 
The Party pass the Coweiiske River.— Some Account of the 
Wahkiacum Indians.— Arrival on the Borders of the Pacifie. 
^Disagreeable and Critical Situation of the Party when firsi 
encamped.— Their Distress from incessant Torrents of Rain. 
— Exposed for thirty Days to this drenchmg Deluge, during 
which Time their rrovisions are spoiled, and most of their 
few Articles of Merchandise destroyed.— Distress of the Party. 
— Adventure of Shannon, and his Danger from the Wahkia- 
ciiiiia.*»Difficaltv of finding a Place suitable for a permanent 
Encampment.— Visited by several Indians of different Tiibe^i 
on whom Medals were bestowed. ^ 

" November 2. We now examined the rapid below 
more particularly, and the danger appearmg to be 
too great for the loaded canoes, all those who could 
not swim were sent with the baggage by land. The 
canoes then passed safely down, and were reloaded. 
At the foot of the rapid we took a meridian altitude, 
and found our latitude to be 69° 4y 46^^" 

This rapid fo.rms the last of the descents of the 
Columbia; and" immediately below it the river wi- 
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dens, and tide- water commences. Shortly after start- 
ing they passed an island three miles in length and to 
which, from that plant being seen on it in great abun- 
dance, they gave the name of Strawberry Island. Di- 
rectiy beyond were three small islands, and in the 
meadow to the right, at some distance from the bills 
in the background was a single perpendicular rock, 
which they judged to be not less than eight bun* 
dred feet high, and four hundred yards at the base, 
which they called Beacon Rock. A little farther on 
they found the river a mile in breadth, and double this 
breadth four miles beyond. After making twenty- 
nine miles from the foot of the Great Shoot, they halt- 
ed for the night at a point where the river was two 
and a half miles wide. The character of the country 
they had passed through during the day was very dif- 
ferent from that they had lately been accustomed to, 
the hills being thickly covered with timber, chiefly of 
the pine species. The tide rose at their encampment 
about nine inches, and they saw great numbers 
of water-fowl, such as swan, geese, ducks of vari- 
ous kinds, galls, &c. 

The next day, November 3d, they set off in com- 
pany with some Indians who had joined them the 
evening before. At the distance of three miles they 
passed a river on the left, to which, from the quan- 
tity of sand it bears along wiUi it, they gave the name 
of Quicksand River. So great, indeed, was the 

auantity it had discharged into the Columbia, that 
lat river was compressed to the width of half a mile, 
and the whole force of the current thrown against 
the right shore. Opposite to this was a large creek, 
which they called Seal River. The mountain which 
they had supposed to be the Mount Hood of Vancou- 
ver, now bore S. 85*» E., about forty-seven miles 
distant. A bout three miles farther on they passed the 
lower mouth of Quicksand River, opposite to which 
was another large creek, and near it the head of an 
island three miles and a half in extent; and half a 
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mile beyond it was another island, which they eall« 
ed Diamond Island, opposite to which they encamp- 
ed, having made but thirteen miles' distance. Here 
they met with some Indians ascending the river, who 
stated that they had seen three vessels at its mouth. 

" Below Quicksand River," says the Journal, " the 
country is low, rich, and thickly wooded on each 
side of the Columbia ; the islands have less timber^ 
and on them are numerous ponds, near which were 
Yaat quantities of fowl, such as swan, geese, brant, 
cranes, storks, white gulls, cormorants, and plover. 
The river is wide, and contains a great number of 
sea-otters. In the evening the hunters brought in 
game for a sumptuous supper.'^ 

In continuing their descent the next day, they 
found Diamond Island to be six miles in length and 
three broad ; and near its termination were two oth- 
er islands. " Just below the last of these," proceeds 
the narrative, " we landed on the left bank of the riv- 
er, at a village of twenty- five houses, all of which wer« 
thatched with straw, and built of bark except one, 
which was about fifty feet long, and constructed of 
boardS) in the form of those higher up the river, from 
which it differed) however, in being completely above 
ground, and covered with broad, split boards. This 
village contained about two hundred men of the 
Skilloot nation, who seemed well provided with ca- 
noes, of which there were at least fifty-two, and 
^some of them very large, drawn up in front of the 
village. On landing, we found an Indian from above, 
who had left us this morning, and who now invited 
us into a lodge of which he appeared to be part own- 
er. Here he treated us with a root, round in shape, 
and about the size of a small Irish potato^ which they 
call wappatoo : it is the common arrow-head or sag'* 
ittifolia so mdch cultivated by the Chinese, and, when 
roasted in the embers till it becomes soft, has an 
agreeable taste, and is a very good substitute fbr 
bread. After purchasing some of this root we re- 

Voi.. II.-H 
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Sinned our jonmey, and at seven miles^ distance carai 
to the head of a large island near the left bank. On 
the right shore was a fine open prairie for about a 

- mile, back of which the country rises, and is well sup- 
plied with timber, such as white oak, pine of different 
kinds, wild crab, and several species of undergrowth, 
while along the borders of the river there were only 
a few Cottonwood and ash trees. In this prairie 
were also signs of deer and elk. 

** When we landed for dinner a number of Indians 
came down, for the purpose, as we supposed, of pay-^ 
ing us a friendly visit, as they had put on their finest 
dresses. In addition to their usual covering, they 
had scarlet and blue blankets, sailors' jackets and 
trowsers, shirts, and hats. They had all of them 
either war^axes, spears, and bows and arrows, or 
muskets and pistols, with tin powder-flasks. We 
smoked with them, and endeavoured to show them 
every attention, but soon found them very assuming 

^ and disagreeable companions. While we were eat- 
ing, they stole the pipe with which they were smo* 
king, and a greatcoat of one of the men. We imme* 
diately searched them all, and found the coat stuffed 
tinder the root of a tree near where they were sit* 
ting ; but the pipe we could not recover. Finding us 
discontented with them, and determined not to si^er 
any imposition, they showed their displeasure in the 
only way they dared, by returning in ill humour to 
their village. We then proceeded, and soon met 
two canoes, with twelve men of the same Skilloot 
nation, who were on their way from below. The 
larger of the canoes was ornamented with the fig- 
ures of a bear in the bow and a man in the stem, 
both nearly as large as life, both made of painted 
wood, and very neatly fastened to the boat. In the 
same canoe were two Indians gaudil^r dressed, and 
with round hats. This circumstance induced us to 
give the name of' Image Canoe to the large island 
the lower end of which we were now pasi3ng, at the 
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distance of nine miles from its head. We had seen 
two smaiUer islands to the right, and three more near 
its lower extremity." * ♦ ♦ **The river was now 
about a mile and a half in width, with a gentle cur- 
rent, and the bottoms extensive and low, but not sub- 
ject to be overflowed. Three miles below Image-r 
Canoe Island we came to four large houses on the 
left side ; here 'we had a Jull view of the mountain ' 
which we had first seen from the Muscleshell Rapid 
on the 19th of October, and which we now found to 
be, in fact, the Mount St. Helen of Vancouver. It 
bore north 25° east, about ninety miles distant, rose 
in the form of a sugar-loaf to a very great height,, 
and was covered with snow. A mile lower we pass- 
ed a single house on the left, and another on the 
tight. The Indians had now learned so much of us 
that their curiosity was without any mixture of fear, 
and their visits became very frequent and trouble- 
some. We therefore continued on till after night, in 
hopes of getting rid of them ; but, after passing a 
Tillage on each side, which, on account of the late* 
ness of the hour, we could only see indistinctly, we 
found there was no escaping from their importunities. 
We accordingly landed at the distance of seven 
miles below Image-Canoe Island, and encamped near 
a single house on the right, having made during the 
day twenty-nine miles. 

''The SkiUoots that we passed to-day speak a 
language somewhat different from that of the Eche- 
loois or Chilluckittequaws near the long narrows. 
Their dress, however, is similar, except tliat the 
SkiUoots possess more articles procured from the 
white traders; and there is this farther difference 
between them, that the SkiUoots, both males and fe- 
males, have the head flattened. Their principal food 
is 6sh^wappatoo roots, and some elk and deer, in kill- 
ing which with arrows they seem to be very expert ; 
for during the short time we remained at the village, 
three deer were brought in. We also observed li»ere 
a tame blaireau. 
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*' As soon as we landed we were visited by two ca- 
noes loaded with Indians, from whom we purchased 
a few roots. The grounds along the river continued 
low and rich, and among the shrubs were large 
quantities of vines resembling the raspberry. On 
the right, the low grounds were terminated, at the 
distance of five miles, by a range of high hills cov- 
ered with tall timber, and running southeast and 
northwest. The game, as usual, was very abun- 
dant ; and, among other birds, we observed some 
white geese, with a part of their wings black." 

Early the next morning they resumed their voy- 
.age, passing several islands in the course of the 
day, the river alternately widening and contracting; 
and the hills sometimes retiring from, and at others 
approaching, its banks. They stopped for the night 
at the distance of thirty-two miles from their last 
encampment. " Before landing," proceeds the Jour- 
nal, " we met two canoes, the largest of which had 
at the bow the image of a bear, and that of a man 
on the stern: there were twenty-six Indians on 
board, but they proceeded upward, and we were left, 
for the first time since we reached the waters of the 
Columbia, without any of the natives with us du- 
ring the night. Besides other game, we killed a 
grouse much larger than the common kind, and ob- 
served along the shore a number of striped snakes* 
The river is here deep, and about a mile and a half 
in width. . Here, too, the ridge of low mountains, 
running northwest and southeast, crosses the river, 
and forms the western boundary of the plain through 
which we had just passed. This great plain or val* 
ley begins above the mouth of Quicksand River, and 
is about sixty miles long in a straight line, while on 
the right and left it extends to a great distance : it 
is a fertile and delightful country, shaded by thick 
groves of tall timber, and watered by small ponds 
on both sides of the river. The soil is rich, and ca- 
pabie of any species of culture ; but in the present 
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eondition of the Indians, its chief production is tbe 
Mwppatoo root, which grows spontaneously and ex- 
dusivUy in this region. Sheltered as it is on both 
sides, the temperature is much milder than that of 
the surrounding country ; for even at this season of 
the year we oteenred but rery little appearance of 
frost. It is inhabited by numerous tribes of Indians, 
who either reside in it permanently, or visit its wa* 
ters in quest of fish and wappatoo roots. We gave 
it the name of the Columbia Valley. 

^ November 6. The morning was cool and rainy. 
We proceeded at an early hour, between high hilts 
on both sides of the river, till at the distance of four 
miles we came to two tents of Indians in a smaU 
plain on the left, where the hills on the right recede 
a few miles, and a long narrow island stretches 
along the right shore. Behind this island is the 
month of a large river, a hundred and fifty yards 
wide, called by the Indians Coweliske. We halted 
on the island for dinner, but the redwood and green 
briers were so interwoven with the pine, alder, ash, 
a species of beech, and other trees, that the woods 
formed a thicket which our hunters could not pene- 
trate. Below the mouth of the Coweliske a very 
remarkable knob rises fVom the water's edge to the 
height of eighty feet, being two hundred paces round 
the base ; and as it is in a low part of the island, 
and at some distance from the high grounds, its ap- 
pearance is very singular. On setting out after din- 
ner we overtook two canoes going down to trade. 
One of the Indians, who spoke a few words of Eng- 
MtAi, mentioned that the principal person who trad^ 
with them was a Mr. Haley ; and he showed us a 
bow of iron, and several other things, which he said 
he had given him. Nine miles l^low Coweliske 
River is la creek on the same side ; and between 
them three smaller islands, one on the left shore, 
the other about the middle of the river, and a third 
near the lower end of the long narrow island, and 
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opposite a high cliflT of black rocks on the left, six- 
teen miles from our last night's encampment. Here 
we were overtaken by some Indians from the two 
tents we had passed in the morning, from whom we 
purchased wappatoo roots, salmon, trout, and two 
beaver-skins, for which last we gave five small fish- 
hooks." 

Here the mountains, which had been high and rag- 
ged on the left, retired from the river, as had the 
hills on the right, since leaving the Coweliske, and 
a beautiful plain was spread out before them. They 
met with several islands on their way, and having, 
at the distance of five miles, come to the termination 
of the plain, they proceeded for eight miles through 
a hilly country, and encamped for the night aftor 
having made twenty-nine miles. 

" November 7. The morning," proceeds the nar- 
rative, '♦was rainy, and the fog so thick that we 
could not see across the river. We observed, how- 
ever, opposite to our camp, the upper point of an isl- 
and, between which and the steep hills on the right 
we proceeded for five miles. Three miles lower 
was the beginning of an island, separated fnim the 
right shore by a narrow channel : down this we pro- 
ceeded, under the direction of some Indians whom 
we had just met going up the river, and who return- 
ed in order to show us their village. It consisted 
of four houses only, situated on this channel, behind 
several marshy islands formed by two small creeks. 
On our arrival they gave us some fish, and we after- 
ward purchased wappatoo roots, fish, three dogs, and ' 
two otter-skins, for which we gave fish-hooks chief- 
ly, thai being an article which they are very anxious 
to obtain. 

'' These people seemed to be of a different nation 
from those we had just passed : they were low in 
stature, ill-shaped, and all had their heads flattened. 
They called themselves Wahkiacum, and their lan- 
guage differed from that of the tribes above, with 
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whom they trade for wappatoo roots. The houses, 
too, Mrere built in a different style, being raised en- 
tirely above ground, with the eaves about five feet 
high, and the door at the comer. Near the end op- 
posite to the door was a single fireplace, round which 
were the beds, raised four feet from the floor of 
earth : over the fire were hung fresh fish, and when 
dried they are stowed away with the wappatoo roots 
under the beds. The dress of the men was like that 
of the people above ; but the women were clad in a 
peculiar manner, the robe not reaching lower than 
the hip, and the body being covered in cold weather 
by a sort of corset of fur, curiously plaited, and 
reaching from the arms to the hip : aaded to this 
was a sort of petticoat, or, rather, tissue of white 
cedar bark, bruised or broken into small strands, and 
woven into a girdle by several cords of the same 
material. Being tied round the middle, these strands 
hang down as low as the khee in front, and to the 
middle of the leg behind : sometimes the tissue con- 
sists of strings of silk-grass, twisted and knotted at 
the end. 

"After remaining with them about an hour, we 
proceeded down the channel with an Indian dressed 
m a sailor*s Jacket for our pilot ; and, on reaching 
the main channel, were visited by some Indians, 
who have a temporary residence on a marshy island 
in the middle of the river, where there are great 
numbers of water-fowl. Here the mountainous 
country again approaches the river on the left, and 
a higher mountain is perceived towards the south- 
west. At a distance of twenty miles from our 
camp, we halted at a village of 'Wahkiacums, con- 
sisting of seven ill-looking houses, built in the same 
form with those above, and situated at the foot of 
the high hills on the right, behind two small marshy 
islands. We merely stopped to purchase some food 
and two beaver skins, and then proceeded. Oppo- 
site to these islands the hills on the left retire, and 
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the river widens into a kind of bay, crowded with 
low islands, subject to be overflowed oceasionally 
by the tide. We had not gone lax from this village 
when, the fog suddenly dealing away, we were at 
last presented with the clorious sight of the ocean — 
that ocean, the object of all our labours, the reward 
of all our anxieties. This animating sight exhilara- 
ted the spirits of all the party, who were still more 
delighted on hearing the distant roar of the breakers. 
We went on with great cheerfulness along the high, 
mountainous country which bordered the right 
bank : the shore, however, was so bokl and rocky, 
that we couhl not, until at a distance of fourteen 
miles from the last village, find any spot fit for ao 
encampment. Having made during the day thirty- 
four miles, we now spread our mats on the ground, 
and passed the night in the rain. Here we were 
joined by our small canoe, which had been separa- 
ted from us during the fog this morning. Two Ia- 
dians from the last village also accompanied us to 
the camp ; but, having detected them m stealing a 
knife, they were sent off. 

'' November 8. It raioed this morning ; end, hav 
ing changed our clothing, which had been wet by 
yesterday's rain, we set out at nine o'clock. Imme- 
diately opposite tiur camp was a rock, at the distance 
of a mile m the river, about twenty feetjn diameter 
and fifty in height, and towards the southwest some 
high mountains, one of which was covered with 
snow at the top. We proceeded past several low 
islands in the bend or bay of the river to the left, 
which was here fire or six miles wide. On the 
right side we passed an old village, and then, at the 
distance of three miles, entered an inlet or niche, 
about six miles across, and making a deep bend of 
nearly five miles into the hills on the right shore, 
where it receives the waters of several creeks. We 
coasted along this inlet, whi/'h, from its little depth, 
we called Shallow Bay, and at the bottom of it step- 
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ped to dine, near the remains of an old village, from 
which, however, we kept at a cautious distance, as, 
like all these places, it was occupied by a plentiful 
stock of fleas. At this place we observed a number 
of fowl, among which we killed a goose, and two 
ducks exactly resembling in appearance and flavour 
the canvass-back duck of the Susquehanna. After 
dhiner we took advantage, of the returning tide to 
go on about three miles to a point on the right, eight 
miles- distant from our camp; but here the waves 
ran so high, and dashed about our canoes so much, 
that several of the men became seasick. It was 
therefore judged imprudent to proceed in the preseiit 
state of the weather, and we landed at the point. 
Our situation here was extremely uncomfortable : 
the high hills jutted In so closely that there was not 
room for us to lie level, nor to secure our baggage 
from the tide, and the water of the river was too salt 
to be used ; but the waves increasing so much that 
we could not move from the spot with safety, we 
fixed ourselves on the beach left by the ebb-tide, and, 
raising the baggage on poles, passed a disagreeable 
night, the rain during the day having wet us com- 
pletely, ag, indeed, we had been for some days past. 
" November 9. Fortunately, the tide did not rise 
as high as our camp during the night ; but, being ac- 
companied by high winds from the south, the canoes, 
which we could not place beyond its reach, were 
filled with water, and saved with much diflSculty : 
our position was exceedingly disagreeable ; but, as it 
was impossible to move from it, we waited for a 
change of weather. It rained, however, during the 
whole day, and at two o'clock in the afternoon the 
flood-tide came in, accompanied by a high wind from 
the south, which at about four o'clock shifted to the 
southwest, and blew almost a gale directly from the 
sea. Immense waves now broke over the place 
where we were, and large trees, some of them five 
or six feet through, which had been lodged on the 
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point, drifted over our camp, so that the mnost tI 
gilance of every man could scarcely save the canoes 
from being crushed to pieces. We remained in thA 
water, and were drenched with rain during the rest 
of the day, our only sustenance being some dried 
fish and the rain-water which we caught. Yet, 
though wet and cold, and some of them sick from 
using salt-water, the men were cheerful, and full of 
anxiety to see more of the ocean. The rain con- 
tinued all night, and the following morning, 

" November 10, the wind lulling, and the waves 
not being so high, we loaded our canoes and pro- 
ceeded. The mountains on the right are here high, 
covered with timber, chiefly pine,4ind descend with 
a bold and rocky shore to the water. We went 
through a deep niche and several inlets on the right, 
while on the opposite side was a lai^e bay» above 
which the hills are close on the river. At the dis- 
tance of ten miles the wind rose from the north- 
west, and the waves became so high that we were 
forced to return two miles for a place where we 
could unload with safety. Here we landed at the 
mouth of a small run, and, having placed our bag- 
gage on a pile of drifted logs, wait^ until low water. 
The river then appearing more calm, we started 
again ; but, after going a mile, found the waves too 
turbulent for our canoes, and were obliged to put to 
shore. Here we landed the baggage, and, having 
placed it on a rock above the reach of the tide, eo^ 
camped on some drift logs, which formed the only 
place where we could lie, the hills rising steep over 
our heads to the height of five hundred feet. All 
our baggage, as well as ourselves, was thoroughly 
wet with the rain, which did not cease during thtt 
day : it continued, indeed, violently through the 
night, in the course of which the tide reached the 
logs on which we lay, and set them afloat. 

•* November 11. The wind was still high from the 
southwest, and drove the waves against the shore 
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wfth great fury : the rain, too, fell in torrents, and 
not only drenched us to the skin, but loosened the 
Btones on the hill sides, so that they came rolling 
down upon us» In this comfortless condition we 
remained all day, wet and cold, and with nothing 
but dried fish to satisfy our hunger; the canoes at 
the mercy of the waves at one place, the baggage in 
anotheiTi and the men scattered on floating logs, or 
sheltering themselves in the crevices of the rocks 
and hill sides. A hunter was despatched in the hope 
of finding 8om6 game ; but the hills were so steep, 
and so covered with undergrowth and fallen timber, 
that he could not proceed, and was forced to return. 
About twelve o'clock we were visited by five Indians 
ra a canoe. They came from the opposite side of 
the river, above where we were, and their language 
moch resembled that of the Wahkiacums : they call* 
ed themselves Cathlamahs. In person they were 
shtaH, ill made, and badly clothea ; though one of 
thena had on a sailor's jacket and pantaloons, which, 
as he explained by signs, he had received from the 
whites below the point. We purchased from them 
fifteen red charr, a fish which we found very ex- 
cellent^ After some time they went on board their 
boat, and crossed the river, which is here hie miles 
wide, through a very heavy sea. 

*• November 12. About three o'clock a tremendous 
gale of wind arose, accompanied with lightning, 
thunder, and hail : at six it lightened up for a shor^ 
Ume, but a violent rain soon began, and lasted 
through the day. During the storm, one of our 
boats, secured by being sunk with great quantities 
of stone, ^ot loose, but, drifting against a rock, was 
recovered without having received much injury. 
Our situation now became much more dangerous, 
for the waves were driven with fury against the 
rocks and trees, which till now had afilbrded us ref- 
Bge : we therefore took advantage of the low tide, 
and moved about half a mile round a point to a small 
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brook, which we had not observed before on accoont 
of the thick bushes and driftwood which concealed 
its mouth. Here we were more safe, but still cold 
and wet ; our clothes and bedding rotten as well as 
wet, our l^aggage at a distance, and the canoes, our 
only means of escape from this place, at the mercy 
of the waves. Still, we continued to enjoy good 
health, and ev^n had the luxury of feasting on some 
salmon and three salmon trout which we caught in 
the brook. Three of the men attempted to go round 
a )>oint in our small Indian canoe, but the hi^ waves 
rendered her quite unmanageable, these boats re- 
quiring the seamanship of the natives to make them 
live in so rough a sea. 

" November 13. During the night we had short in* 
tervals of fair weather, but it began to rain in the 
morning, and continued through the day. In order 
to obtain a view of the country below, Captain Clarke 
followed the course of tne brook, and with much 
fatigue, and after walking three miles, ascended the 
first spur of the mountains. The whole lowercoun* 
try he found covered with almost impenetrable thick- 
ets of small pine, with which is mixed a species of 
Elant resembling arrow-wood, twelve or fifteen feet 
igh, with a thorny stem, almost interwoven with 
each other, and scattered among the fern and fallen 
timber : there is also a red berry, somewhat like the 
Solomon^s seal, which is called by the natives solme, 
and used as an article of diet. This thick growth 
I'endered travelling almost impossible, and it was 
rendered still more fatiguing by the abruptness of 
the mountain, which was so steep as to oblige him 
to draw himself up by means of the bushes. The 
timber on the hills is chiefly of a large, tall species 
of pine, many of the trees eight or ten feet in diam- 
eter at the stump, and rising sometimes more than 
one hundred feet in height. The hail which fell two 
nights before was still to be seen on the mountains: 
there was no game, and no marks of any, except some. 
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old traclcs of elk. The cloudy weather prevented 
his seeing to any distance, and he therefore returned 
to camp, and sent three men in the Indian canoe to 
try if they could double the point, and find some 
safer harbour for our boats. At every fiood-tide the 
sea broke in great swells against the rocks, and drill- 
ed the trees against our establishment, so as to ren- 
der it very insecure. 

^' November 14. It had rained without intermission 
during the night, and continued to throuffh the day : ^ 
the wind, too, was very high, and one of our canoes ' 
much injured by being driven against the rocks. 
Five Indians from below came to us in a canoe, and 
three of them landed, and informed us that they had 
seen the men sent down yesterday. Fortunately, 
at this moment one of the men arrived, and told us 
that these very Indians had stolen his gig and bas- 
ket: we therefore ordered the two women, who re- 
mained in the canoe, to restore them ; but this they 
refused to do till we threatened to shoot them, when 
they gave back the articles, and we commanded them 
to leave us. They were of the Wahkiacum nation. 
The man now informed us that they had gone round 
the point as far as the high sea would suflfer them in 
the canoe, and then landed ; that in the night he had 
separated from his companions, who had proceeded 
farther down ; and that, at no ffreat distance from 
where we were, was a beautiful sand beach and a 
good harbour. Captain Lewis determined to exam- 
ine more minutely the lower part of the bay, and, 
embarking in one of the large canoes, was put on 
shore at the point, whence he proceeded by land 
with four men, and the canoe returned nearly filled 
with water. 

*' November 15. It cpntinued raining all night, but 
in the morning the weather became calm and fair. 
We began, therefore, to prepare for setting out ; but 
before we were ready, a high wind sprang up from 
the southeast, and obliged us to remain. The sun 
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shone until on^ o'clock, and we were thus enabled 
to dry our bedding and examine our baggage. The 
rain, which had continued for the last ten days with* 
out any interval of more than two hours, had com- 
I^etely wet all our merchandise, spoiled some of our 
fish, destroyed the robes, and Totted nearly one half 
of our few remaining articles of clothing, particular* 
ly the leather dresses. About three o'clock the wind 
fell, and we instantly loaded the canoes, and left the 
miserable spot to which we had been confined the 
'last six days. On turning the point we came to the 
sand beach> through which runs a small stream from 
the hills, at the mouth of which was an ancient village 
of thirty^six houses, without any inhabitants at the 
time except fieas. Here we met Shannon, who had 
been sent back to us by Captain Lewis. The day 
Shannon left us in 'the canoe, he and Willard pro- 
ceeded on till they met a party of twenty Indians, 
who, not having heard of us, dia not know who they 
were ; but they behaved with great civility — so great, 
indeed, and seemed so anxious that our men should 
accompany them towards the sea, that their suspi- 
cions were excited, and they declined going. The 
Indians, however, would not leave them ; and the 
men, becoming confirmed in their suspicions, and 
fearfol, if they went into the woods to sleep, that 
they would be cut to pieces in the nirht, thought it 
best to remain with the Indians : they therefore made 
a fire, and after talking with them to a late hour, laid 
down with their rifles under their heads. When 
they awoke they found that the Indians had stolen 
and concealed their arms ; and having demanded 
them in vain, Shannon seised a club, and was about 
assaulting one of the Indians whom he suspected to 
be the thief, when another of them began to load his 
fowling-piece with the intention of shooting him. 
He tlierefore stopped, and explained to them by 
signs, that if they did not give up the guns, a large 
party would come down the river before the sua rose 
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to a certain height, and put ever^r one of them to 
death. Fortunately, Captain Lewis and his party 
appeared at this very time, and the terrified Indians 
immediately brought the guns, and five of them came 
in with Shannon. To these men we declared that, 
if ever any of their nation stole anything from us, 
he should be instantly shot. They resided to the 
north of this place, and spoke a language different 
from that of the people higher up the river. It was 
now apparent that the sea was at all times too rough 
for us to proceed farther down the bay by water : 
we therefore landed, and, having chosen the best spot 
we could, made our camp of boards from the old vil- 
lage. We were now comfortably situated ; and, be- 
ing visited by four Wahkiacums with wappatoo roots, 
were enabled to make ai;i agreeable addition to our 
food. 

'* November 16. The morning was clear and pleas* 
ant. We therefore put out all our baggage to dry, 
and sent several of the party to hunt. Our camp 
was in full vi6w of the ocean, on the bay laid down 
by Vancouver, which we distinguished by the name 
of Haley^s Qay, from a trader who visits the Indians 
here, and is a great favourite among them. The 
meridian altitude of this day gave 46o 19^ 11.7'" as 
our latitude. The wind was strong from the south- 
west, and the waves very high, yet Uie Indians 
were passing up and down the bay in canoes, and 
several of them encamped near us. We smoked 
with them, but, after our recent experience of their 
thievish disposition, treated them with caution.'* * * * 
" The hunters brought in two deer, a crane, some 
geese and du^ks, and several brant, three of which 
wei'e white, except a part of the wing, which was 
black, and they were much larger than the gray brant. 

'^ November 17. A fair, cool morning, and easterly 
wind. The tide rises at this place eight feet six 
inches. 

** About one o'clock Captain Lewis returned, after 
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having coasted down Haley's Bay to Cape Disap- 
pointment, and some distance to the north, alofig the 
seacoast. He was followed by several Chinnooks, 
among whom were the principal chief and his fam 
ily. They made us a present of a^ boiled root very 
much like the common liquorice in taste and size, 
called culwhamo ; and in^ return we gave them arti- 
cles of double its value. We now learned, howev- 
er, the danger of accepting anything from them, 
since nothing given in payment, even though ten 
times more valuable, would satisfy them. We were 
chiefly occupied in hunting, and were able to pro- 
cure three deer, four brant, and two ducks ; and also 
saw some signs of elk. Captain Clarke now pre* 
pared for an excursion down the bay, and accord 
ingly started, 

" November 18, at daylight, accompanied by elev- 
en men. He proceeded along the beach one mile 
to a point of rocks about forty feet high, where the 
hills retired, leaving a wide beach, and a number of 
ponds covered with water-fowl, between which and 
the mountain was a narrow bottom covered with 
alder and smaU balsam trees. Seven miles from the 
rocks was the entrance of a creek, or rather drain 
from the ponds and hills, where was a cabin of 
Chinnooks. The cabin contained some children and 
four women. They were taken across the creek in 
a canoe by two squaws, to each of whom they gave 
a fish-hook, and then, coasting along the bay, passed 
at two miles the low bluff of a small hill, below 
which were the ruins of some old huts, and close to 
it the remains of a whale. The country was low, 
open, and marshy, interspersed with some high pine 
and with a thick undergrowth. Five miles from the 
creek they came to a stream, forty yards wide at 
low water, which they called Chinnook River. The 
hills up this river and towards the bay were not 
high, but very thickly covered with large pine of 
several species.** 
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Proceeding along the shore, they came to a deep 
bend, appearing to afford a good harbour, and here 
the natives told them that European vessels usually 
anchored. About two miles farther on they reach- 
ed Cape Disappointment, "an elevated circular 
knob," says the Journal, " rising with a steep ascent 
one hundred and fifty or one hundred and sixty feet 
above the water, formed like the whole shore of the 
bay, as well as of the seacoast, and covered with 
thick timber on the inner side, but open and grassy 
on the exposure next the sea. From this cape a 
high point of land bears south 20** west, about twen- 
ty-five miles distant. In the ran^e between these 
two eminences is the opposite point of the bay, a 
very low ground, which has been variously called 
Cape Rond by La Perouse^ and Point Adams by 
Vancouver. The water, for a gres^t distance off the 
mouth of the river, appears very shallow, and with- 
in the mouth, nearest to Point Adams, is a large 
sand-bar, almost covered at high tide." * * * 

'* November 10. In the evening it began to rain, 
and continued till eleven o'clock. Two hunters 
were sent out in the morning to kill something for 
breakfast, and the rest of the party, after drying 
their blankets, soon followed. At three miles they 
overtook the hunters, and breakfasted on a small 
deer which they had been fortunate enough to kill. 
This, like all those that we saw on this coast, was 
much darker than our commpn deer. Their bodies, 
too, are deeper, their legs shorter, and their eyes 
larger. The branches of the horns are similar, but 
the upper part of the tail is black, from the root to 
the end, and they do not leap, but jump like a sheep 
frightened.'* • • t 

Continuing along five miles farther, they reached 
a point of high land, below which a sandy point ex- 
tended in a direction north 19^ west, to another 
high point twenty miles distant. To tlds they gave 
the name of Pohit Lewis. They proceeded four 
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miles farther along the sandy beach to a small pine- 
tree, on which Captain Clarke marked his name, 
with the year and day, and then set out to return to 
the camp, where they arrived the following day, 
having met a large number of Chinnooks coming 
from it. 

"November 21. The morning was cloudy, and 
from noon till night it rained. The wind* too, was 
high from the southeast, and the sea so rough that 
the water reached our camp. Most of the Chin- 
nooks returned home, but we were visited in the 
course of the day by people of different bands in the 
neighbourhood, among whom were the Chiltz, a na- 
tion residing on the seacoast near Point Lewis, and 
the Clatsops. who live Immediately opposite, on the 
south side of the Columbia. A chief from the grand 
rapid also came to see us, and we gave him a med- 
al. To each of our visiters we made a present of a 
small piece of riband, and purchased some cranber- 
ries, and some articles of their malnufacture, such 
as mats and household furniture, for all which we 
paid high prices." • • • 



CHAPTER V. 

Extravagant Passion of the Natives for blue Beads.— -The Party 
in Search of a suitable Place for Winter quarters.— Suflfering 
from the Deluges of Rain— Visits of the Indians.— Return of 
Captain Lewis, who reported that he had found a suitable 
Place for Wintering —Captain Clarke goes with a Party to 
find a Place suitable for the Manufacture of Salt.- He is hos- 
pitably entertained by the Clatsops.— This Tribe addicted to 
Gambling.— Sickness of some of the Party, occasioned by the 
incessant Rams.— Thev form, notwithstanding, a permanent 
Encampment fur their winter-quarters. 

** November 22. It rained during the whole night, 
and about daylight a tremendous gale of wind rose 
from the S.S.E., and continued through the day with 
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great violence. The sea ran so high that the water 
came into our camp, which the rain prevents us from 
leaving. We purchased from the old squaw, for 
armbands and rings, a few wappatoo roots, on which 
•we subsisted. They are nearly equal in flavour to 
the Irish potato, and afford a very good substitute 
for bread. The bad weather drove several Indians 
•to our camp, but they were still under the terrors 
of the threat which we made on first seeing them, 
and behaved with the greatest decency. 

*' November 23. The rain continued through the 
night, and the morning was calm and cloudy. The 
hunters were sent out, and killed three deer, four 
brant, and three ducks. Towards evening seven 
Clatsops came over in a canoe, with two skins of 
the sea-otter. To this article they attached an ex- 
travagant value ; and their demands for it were so 
high, that we were fearful It would too much induce 
our small stock of merchandise, on which we had to 
depend for subsistence on our return, to venture on 
purchasing it. To ascertain, however, their ideas 
as to the value of different objects, we offered for 
one of t-bese skins a watch, a handkerchief, an Amer- 
ican dollar, and a bunch of red beads ; but neither 
the curious mechanism of the watch, nor even the 
red beads, could tempt the owner : hie Te^used the 
offer, but asked for tiacomoskack, or chief beads, the 
most common sort of coarse blue-coloured beds, the 
article beyond all price in their estimation. Of these 
blue beads we had but few, and therefore reserved 
them for more necessitous circumstances." 

• • * ". Having now examined the coast, it became 
necessary to decide on the spot for our winter-quar- 
ters. The people of the country subsisted chiefly 
on dried fish and roots ; but of these there did not 
seem to be a sufficient quantity for our support, even 
were we able to purchase them; and thie extrava- 
gant prices, as well as our small stock of merchan- 
jdise, forbade us to depend on that resource. W^ 
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had therefore to rely for suhsistence on omr anii% 
and to be guided in the choice of our residence by 
the abundance of game which any particular spot 
might offer. The Indians said that the deer were 
most numerous some distance above, on the river, but 
that the country on the opposite side of the bay was 
better supplied with elk, an animal much larger; and 
more easily killed $han the deer, with a skin better 
fitted for clothing, and the meat of which is more 
nutritive during the winter, when they are both 
poor. The climate, too, was obvio\isly much mild- 
er here than above the first range of mountains, for 
the Indians were thinly clad, and said they had lit- 
tle snow : indeed, since our arrival the weather had 
been very warm, and sometime^ disagreeably so: 
and dressed, as we were, altogether in leather, the 
cold would be very unpleasant, if ]K>t injurious. 
The neighbourhood of the sea was moreover rec- 
ommended by the facility it afforded of supplying 
ourselves with salt, and the chance of meeting some 
of the trading vessels, who were expected in about 
three months, and from whom we might procure a 
fresh supply of trinkets for our route homeward. 
These considerations induced us to determiae on 
visiting the opposite side of the bay, and if there 
was an appearance of much game, to establish our- 
selves there for the winter.** 

Having come to this determination, they proceed- 
ed, as soon as the weather would permit, to put it 
into execution. On the 26th they crossed the river, 
and landed three miles below a point, to whieh they 
gave the name of Point Samuel. They proceeded 
along the shore as far as they could this day, and 
the next morning ** we came» says the journalist^ 
•♦ to a very remarkable knob of land, projecting about 
a mrle and a half towards Shallow Bav, and about 
four miles round, while the neck of land which con- 
nects it to the main shore is not more than fifty 
yards wide. We went round this projection* whkll 
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we named Point William ; but the waves then be- 
came so high that we could not venture any farther, 
and therefore landed on a beautiful shore of pebbles 
of various colours, and encamped near an old Indian 
hut on the isthmus." • • • " it had rained hard du- 
ring the whole day, continued all the night, and in 
the morning, 

"November 28, began more violently, attended 
with a high wind from the southwest. It was now 
impossible to proceed on so rough a sea. AVe there- 
fore sent several men to hunt, and the rest of us 
remained during the day in a situation the most 
cheerless and uncomfortable. On this little neck of 
land we were exposed with a little miserable cover- 
ing, which did not deserve the name of a shelter, to 
the violence Of the winds ; all our bedding and stores, 
as well as our bodies, being completely wet, our 
clothes rotting with constant exposure, and having 
no food except the dried fish obtained from the falls, 
to which we were again reduced. The hunters 
all returned hungry and drenched with rain, having 
seen neither deer nor elk, and the swan and brant 
were too shy to be approached. At noon the wind 
shifted to the northwest, and blew with such tre- 
mendous fury that many trees were thrown down 
near us.''^ • • 

The rain continued through the next day, but the 
weather cleared on the morning of the 30th, and the 
day was spent in drying their baggage, and in en- 
deavouring to procure some game. Captain Lewis, 
with five men, proceeded in the Indian canoe down 
to a small bay below, in the hope of finding elk. 
** Several of the men," proceeds the narrative, " com- 
plained of disorders in their bowels, which could be 
ascribed only to their diet of pounded fish mixed 
with salt-water; and thev are therefore directed to 
use for that purpose the fresh water above the point. 
The hunters had seen three elk, but could not obtain 
any of them. They, however, brought in three 
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hawks, and a few black ducks, of a species eommoii 
in the United States, living in large flocks, and feed- 
ing on grass: they are distinguished by a sharp 
white beak, toes separated, and having no cravr. 
Besides these wild-fowl, there were in this neigh- 
bourhood a large kind of buzzard with white vfriagSf 
the gray and th^ bald eagle, the large red-tailed hawk, 
the blue magpie, and great numbers of vavens and 
crows. We observed^ however, but few small birds : 
the one which most attracted our attention was a 
small brown bird, which seemed tofre<|aentlog8 and 
the roots of trees. Of other animals there was a 
great abundance. We saw great numbers of snakes^ 
lizards, worms, and spiders, as well as small bugs^ 
flies, and other insects of various kinds. The ve* 
getable productions were also numerous. . The hills 
along the coast are high and steep, and the general 
covering is a growth of lofty pines of different spe- 
cies, some of which rise more than two hundred 
feet, and are from ten to twelve feet in diameter 
near the root. Besides these trees, we observed on 
the point a species of ash, tlie alder, the laurel, one 
species of the wild crab, and seveial kinds of un- 
derbrush, among which the rosebtbsh was conspica'* 
ous." • * • 

. It rained almost incessantly the three following 
days, and sickness began to prevail among the men 
to such an extent, from eating little else than posjuod- 
ed flsh, that they redoubled their efforts to procure 
a supply of game. Fortunately, on the 2d of De- 
cember, one of the hunters succeeded in killing an 
elk, of which animal numerous traces were now seen. 
" This," says the journalist, " was the first elk we 
had killed on the west side of the Rocky Mountains ; 
and condemned^ as we had been for so long a time, 
to dried flsh, it proved a most nourishing food. After 
eating the marrow of the shank bones, the s^uaw 
chopped them fine, and by boiling extracted a pint of 
grease, superior to the tallow itself of the animjftL 

Digitized by ^^OOy It' 



THEY FIND A SITS FOft WINTER QUARTI&9. 107 

A canoe of eight Indians, who were carrying down 
vM^ptU^e, roots to trade with the Clatsops, stopped 
at our camp. We bought of them a few roots for 
some small fish-hooks, and they left us ; when, ac- 
customed as we had been to the sight, we could not 
but view with admiration the wonderful dexterity 
with which they guided their canoes through sucn 
boisterous seas ; for though the waves were so high 
that, before they had gone half a mile, the canoe was 
at times out of sight, they proceeded with the ut- 
most calmness and security. Two of the hunters 
who set out yesterday had lost their way, and did 
not return till this evening : they had seen in their 
ramble numerous signs of elk, and had killed six, 
which they had skinned and left at a great distance. 
*^ December 4. A party was sent in the morning 
to carry the elk killed yesterday to a bay some dis- 
tance below, to which place, if the weather permit- 
ted, we had determined to remove our camp in the 
evening ; bat the rain, which had continued during the 
night, lasted all the day. And was accompanied by so 
high a wind from the southeast and south that we 
dared n6t risk our canoes on the water. It was 
high water at eleven o'clock, when the tide rose 
two feet higher ^an common. We passed the day 
around our fir&s ; and as we were so situated that the 
smoke wouM not immediately leave the camp, we 
were yety much incommoded by it. No news had 
yet beea received from Captain Lewis, and we be- 
gan to have much uneasiness for his safety.^' 

The next day, however. Captain Lewis returned to 
the encampment with the gratifying intelligence that 
he had discovered a river at no great distance below, 
where there were abundance of elk, and a favourable 
position for their winterrquarters. He had also killed 
six elk and five deer, and left two of his men to guard 
them. Continued bad weather prevented their re- 
moving until the 7th, when a favourable change en- 
abled them to proceed. '* But the tide/' says the 
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Journal, " was against os, and the waves rery higlif 
so that we were obliged to go on slowly and cautious- 
ly. We at length turned a point, and found ourselves 
in a deep bay : here we landed for breakfast, and were 
joined by the party sent out three days ago to look 
for the six elk. They had lost their way for a day 
and a half, and when they at last reached the place, 
found the elk so much spoiled that they brought away 
nothing but the skins of four of them. After bre^- 
fast we coasted round the bay, which is about four 
miles across, and receives, besides several small 
creeks, two rivers, called by the Indians, the one Kil- 
howanakel, the other Netul. We named it Meriweth- 
er's Bay, from the Christian name of Captain Lew- 
is, who was, no doubt, the first white man who had 
surveyed it. The wind was high from the northeast, 
and in the middle ot the day it rained for two hours, 
and then cleared off. On reaching the south side of 
the bay we ascended the Netul three miles, to the first 
point of high land on its western bank, and formed our 
camp in a thick grove of lofty pines, about two hun- 
dred yards from the water, and thirty feet above the 
level of the high tides." 

Having determined on this spot for their winter 
encampment. Captain Clarke set om the next day 
with five men in order to find a favour^e f^ace for 
making salt. A fler pursuing a southwesterly course 
for some time across a ridge covered with heavy pine 
timber, they passed some swampy ground, and\hen an 
open prairie, and crossed on a raft a considerable creek 
running towards Point Adams. " At this place," s&ys 
the Journal, " they discovered a large herd of elk, arii 
after pnirsuing them for three miles over swamps and 
small ponds, killed one of them. The agility with 
which the animals crossed the swamps and bG^ 
seemed almost incrediWe. As our men followed their 
track, the ground for a whole acre would shake under 
their tread, and sometimes they sunk to their hips 
without finding bottom. Over the surface of these 
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bogs is^ a species of moss, among which are great 
numbers of cranberries, and here and there are small^ 
steep knobs of earth, thickly coveced with pine and 
laurel. On one of these they halted for the night." 

It had rained all the night, and the next mornings 
sending three of his men to hunt ttxe elk, Captain 
Clarke proceeded with the other two to accomplish 
the object he had in view. After a short time he 
came to a creek too deep to be forded, and, following 
it for some distance, found that he was between the 
creek he had crossed yesterday and another branch 
of it. He returned, therefore, to the point where he 
had crossed with the raft, and about a mile below it. 
met with three Indians. 

"They were loaded," says the Journal, " with fresh 
salmon, which they had taken with a gig, and were . 
now returning to their village on the seacoast, where 
they invited him to accompany them. He agreed, 
and they brought out a canoe hid on the banks of the 
creek. In this they passed over the branch which he 
had crossed on the raft, and then carried their ca- 
Boe a quarter of a mile to the other fork, which they 
also crossed, and then continued down to the mouta 
of the stream. At this place it makes a great bend,, 
and is seventy yards wide : just above, to the south,, 
was the village. 

" They crossed over, and found that it consisted 
of three houses, inhabited by twelve families of Clat- . 
sops. They were situated on the south side of a 
hiD, and sunk about four feet deep into the ground ; 
the walls, roof, and gable-ends bemg formed 6{ split 
pine boards : the descent was through a smjal! door, 
down a ladder. There were two fires in thie middle . 
of the rocm, aiid the beds were disposed round the 
walls, two or three feet high, so as to leave room 
under them for their bags, baskets, and household 
articles. The floor itself was covered with mats. 
Captain Clarke was received with much hospitality. 
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A3$ soon as he entered clean mats were spread, and 
fish, berries, and roots were set before him on small 
n^at platters made of rushes. After he had eaten, 
the men of the other houses came and smoked with 
hjfn. They all appeared much cleanlier in their per- 
sons and diet than Indians generally are, and fre- 
quently washed their hands and faces, a ceremonjr 
hy no meaus frequent elsewhere. While he was 
(conversing with ^hem, a flock of brant lighted on the 
water, and with a small rifle he shot one of them at- 
a^reat distance. They immediately jumped in and 
brought it on shore, very much astonished at the shot,. 
which contributed to increase their respect. 

** Towards evening it began to rain and blow rery 
yfolently from the southwest, and Captain Clarke 
therefore determined to remain during the night. 
When they thought sufficient time had elapsed for his 
aq[>petite to return, an old woman presented him, in 
a^howl made of light-coloured horn* with a kind of 
i^rup, pleasant to the taste, and made from a species 
0( berry common in this country, about the size of 
aipherry, and called by the Indians skelwel : of these 

5rries a bread was also prepared, which, beinff boil- 
with roots, formed a kind of soup, which was 
Bisrved in neat wooden trenchers ; and these, with 
some cockles, constituted his repast. The men of 
th|B village now collected and began to gamblow Their 
principal game was one in which one of the compa- 
ny was banker, and played against all the rest. He 
md a piece of bone about the size of a large bean, 
and, having agreed with some individual as to the 
valujB of the stake, passed the bone from one hand 
tO; the other with great dexterity^ singing, at the 
same time, to divert the attention of his adversary ; 
uid then, holding it in one of his hands« his antago- 
mM^ was challenged to guess in which of them it 
wii;^ losing or winning as he pointed to the right or 
wrong ha,nd. To this game they abandoned them- 
selTCS with great ardopr: sometimes everything 
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Ihey possess is sacrifioed to it, and this evening sefw 
erai of the Indians lost ail the heads which they had 
with them. It lasted /or three hours, when Captaiii' 
Clarke appearing disposed to sleep, the man whp 
had been most attentive, and whose name was Cus- 
kalah, spread two new mats near the fire, and or- 
dering his wife to retire to her bed* the rest of the 
company dispersed at the same time. Captaiii 
Clarke then laid down, but the violence with which 
the teas attacked htm was far front leaving his re^ 
undisturbed, ^d he rose early, 

" December 10. The morning was cloudy, with 
fiome rain. Captain Clarke walked to the seacoast« 
and observed the Indians walking up and down th6 
creek, and examining the shore. He was at a loss tf 
nnderstand their ob}ect till one of them came to hini^ 
and explained that they were in search of any fish 
which might have been thrown on shore and left by 
|he tide, adding in English, * sturgeon is very good!/ 
There is, indeed, every reason to believe that thes€| 
Clatsops depend for their subsistence, during th^ 
winter, chiefly on the fish thus casually thrown 04 
the coast. After amusing himself for some time oi| 
the beach, he returned towards the village, and shot 
on his way two brant As he came near the vi^ 
lage, one of the Indians asked him to shoot a duolf^ 
about thirty steps distant : he did so, and, having 
accidentally shot off its head, the bird was brought 
to the village, when all the Indians came round mi 
astonishment They exauiined.the duck, the mu^ 
ket, and the very small buUets, whicl) were a huo^ 
dred to the pound, and then exchimed, Ciouck mus^ 
pie, wakeiy eommatav mtisptef : Good musket ; do nM 
understand this kind of musket. They now plaee4 
before him their best roots, fish, ^qd sirup, after 
which he atteaipted to purchase a sea-otter skin 
with BoiQe red beads which he happened to have 
about him ; but they declined trading, as they valued 
woe ^ocpt blue or white beadf^ lie thereforn 
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i)ought nothing but a little berry-bread and a few 
roots, in exchange for fish-hooks, and then set out to 
return by the same route he had conie. He was ao 
'conipanied by Cuskalah and his brother as far as 
the third creek, and then proceeded to the camp 
through a heavy rain. The whole party had been 
occupied during his absence in cutting down trees to 
make huts, and in hunting." 

' The next day, notwittetandkig it rained without 
any intermission, and a considerable number of the 
party were ill, they kept busily at work in putting up 
their winter-cabins. 

** December 12. We continued to work in the 
rain at our houses. In the evening there arrived 
two canoes of Ciatsops, among whom was a princi- 
pal chief called Comowool. We gave him a medal, 
and treated his companions with great attention; 
after which we began to bargain for a small sea-ot- 
ter skin, some wappatoo roots, and another species 
of root called shanataque. We readily perceived 
that they were close dealers, stickled much for* tri- 
fles, and never closed a bargain until they thought 
they had the advantage. The wappatoo is dear, as 
they themselves are obliged to give a high price for 
it to the Indians above. Blue beads are the articles 
inost in request ; the white occupy the next place in 
. their estimation ; but they do not value much those 
of any other colour. W^e succeeded at last in pur- 
chasing their whole cargo for a few fish-hooks and 
a small sack of Indian tobacco which -we had re- 
ceived from the Shoshonees." 

From the 13th to the 21st, although it rained al- 
most incessantly, with occasional hail, sleet, and 
snow, they continued to labour diligently on their 
houses, and were tolerably successful in procuring 
game. On the last-mentioned day they were visited 
by three Indians in a canoe, with mats, roots^ and 
sacacommis berries. '* These people proceeded with 
a dexterity and finesse in their bargains," says the 
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lotimal, ** which, if they had not learned them from 
their foreign visiters, might show how nearly allied 
ia the cunning of savages to the little arts of civiU 
iaed traffic They began by asking double or treblQ 
the value of what they had to sell, and lowered their 
demands in proportion to the greater or less degreo 
of ardour or knowledge of the purchaser, who, with 
all his management, was not able to procure the ar« 
tide for less than its real value, which they perfectly 
understood. Our chief medium of trade consisted 
oC blue and white beads, files with which they sharps 
en their tools, fish-hooks, and tobacco; but of all 
^ese articles, blue beads and tobacco were the most 
esteemed.*' 

Owing to the constant and leng-continued rains, 
ticknesa was increasing among the pariy, and much 
of their elk-meat was spoiled by the warmth of th<i 
weather. 

** December 33.^ It contipued raining the whole 
day, with no variation, except occasional thunder 
and hail. Two canoes of Clatsops came to us with 
various aKicles for sale : we tx>ught three mats ana 
bags neatly made of flags and rushes, and also the 
«kin of a panther seven feet long, including the tail. 
For all these we gave six small flsh-hooks, a worn* 
out file, and some pounded fish, which had become 
80 soft and mouldy by exposure that we could noi 
use it: it was, however, highly prized by the In- 
dians. Although a very portable and convenient^ 
food, the mode of curing it seems to be known, or 
at least practised, only by the Indians near the 
Great Falls, and, coming from eueh a distance, has 
an additional value in the eyes of these people, who 
are anxious to possess something less precarious 
than their ordinary food. Among these Clatsops 
was a second chief, to whom we gave a medal, and 
sent some pounded fish to OusHalah, wIk could not 
eome to see us on account of sickness. The next 
4ay« however* 

K3 
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" December 24, he came in a canoe with his yomi^ 
brother and two squaws. Having treated Captaiu 
Clarke so kindly at his village, we were pleased to 
see him, and he gave us two mats and a parcel of 
roots. These we accepted, as it would have been 
offensive to decline them ; but afterward two files 
were demanded in return for the presents, and, not 
being able to spare those articles, we restbred the 
mats and roots, at which Cuskalah was a little dis- 
pleased." • • • " Our whole stock of meat being now 
completely spoiled, our pounded fish became Hgain 
our chief dependance. It had rained constantly all 
day, but we still continued working, and at last mo- 
ved into our huts. 

** December 25. We were awakened at daylight 
by a discharge of firearms, which was followed by a 
song from the men as a compliment to us on the r<^ 
turn of Christmas, which we have always been ac- 
customed to observe as a day of rejoicing. After 
breakfast we divided our remaining stock of tobao- 
^00, which amounted to twelve carrots, into two 
parts, one of which we distributed among such of 
the party as made use of it, making a present of a 
handkerchief to the others. The remainder of the 
day was passed in good spirits, though there was 
nothing in our situation to excite much gayety. 
The rain confined us to the house, and our only lux- 
uries in honour of the season were some poor elk- 
meat, so much spoiled that we ate it through mere 
necessity, a few roots, and some mouldy pounded 
fish. 

" December 26. The rain continued, accompanied 
by thunder, and a high wind from the southeast. 
We were therefore still obliged to remain in our 
huts, and endeavoured to dry our wet articles before 
the fire. The fleas, which annoyed us near the port- 
age of the Great Falls, had so completely taken pos- 
session of our clothes, that we were obliged to have 
a regular search every day through our blaideets, as 
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a necessary preliminary to sleeping at night. These 
insects, indeed, are so. numerous that they are al- 
most a calamity to the Indians of this country. 
When they have once obtained the mastery of any 
-house, it is impossible to expel them ; and the In- 
dians have frequently other houses, to which they 
resort when the fleas have rendered their longer 
residence in one intolerable : yet, in spite of these 
precautions, every Indian is constantly attended by 
multitudes of them, and no one came into our houses 
without leaving behind him swarms of these tor- 
menting creatures. 

" December 27. The rain did not cease last night, 
nor the greater part of the day. In the evening we 
were visited by Comowool, the chief, and four men 
of the Clatsop nation, who brought a very timely 
supply of roots and berries. Among these was one 
called culhomo, resembling liquorice in size and taste, 
which they roast like a potato ; there was also the 
shanataque^ a root of which they are very fond. It 
is of ^ black colour, sweet to the taste, and is pre- 
pared for eating in a kiln, as the Indians up the Co- 
lumbia dry the pasheco. These, as well as the shel» 
wel berries, they value highly, but were perfectly 
satisfied with the return we made them, consisting 
of a small piece of sheepskin for the chief to wear 
round his head, a pair of earbobs for his son, a small 
piece of brass, and a little riband." ♦ • • 

It rained, as usual, the following day. They sent 
five men with a iarge kettle to the seaside, which 
was about seven miles off, for the purpose of manu- 
facturing salt. '' On the 29th," proceeds the Journal, 
'*we were employed all day in picketing the en« 
campment ; and in the evening a young Wahkiacum 
chief, with four men and two women, arrived with 
some dressed elkskin and wappatoo for sale. We 
purchased about a bushel and a half of those roots 
for some red beads, small pieces oC brass wire^ and 
old check. The chief, too, made us a present of 
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half a bushel more, for which we gave him a medal* 
and a piece of riband to tie rouiid his hat. Tiieae 
roots were extremely grateful, as our meat had be- 
come spoiled, and we were desirous of purchasing 
the remainder ; but the chief would not dispose of 
any more, as he was on his Way to trade with the 
Clatsops. They remained with ua« however, till the 
next day, 

** December 30, when they were joined by four 
more of their countrymen from the Wahkiacum vil- 
lage. These last began by offering us some routs; 
but, as we had learned that they always expect three 
or four times as much in return as the real value of 
the articles they give, and are not satisfied even with 
that, we declined such dangerous presents. Towards 
evening the hunters brought in four elk ; and, after 
80 lung a course of abstinence and miserable diet, 
we had a most sumptuous supper of elk^s tongues 
and marrow. Besides this agreeably repast, the state 
of the weather had been quite exhilarating. It rain- 
ed during the night, but in the morning, though the 
high wind continued, we enjoyed the fairest and most 
pleasant weather we had had since our arrival ; the 
sun shining at intervals, with only three showers in 
the course of the day. By sunset we had comple<» 
ted our fortification ; and we nuw announced to the 
Indians that every day at that hour the gates would 
be chised, when they must leave the place, and not 
enter it till sunrise. The Wahkiacums, who had 
remained with us, and who were very forward in 
their deportment, complied very reluctantly with 
this order; and, being excluded from our houses, 
formed a camp near us. 

'* December 31. As if it were impossible to have 
twenty-four hours of pleasant weather, the sky last 
evening clouded, and the rain began and continued 
through the day. In the morning there came down 
two canoes, one from the Wahkiacum village, and 
the other contained three men and a squaw of the 
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l^lloot nation. They brought toa^rpatoo and shana* 
toque roots, dried fish, mats made of flags and rush- 
es, dressed elkskins,and tobacco, for which, particu- 
larly the skins, they asked a very extravagant price. 
We purchased some wappatoo and a little tobac- 
co, very much like that we had seen among the 
Shoshpnees, put up in small, neat bags made of rush- 
es. These we obtained in exchange for a few arti- 
cles, among which fish«hooks were the most esteem- 
ed. One of the Skilloots brought a gun which want- 
ed some repair, and, having put it in order, we re- 
ceived from him a present of about a peck of wap- 
wUoo; we then gave him a piece of sheepskin and 
Dlue cloth to cover the lock, and he very thankfully 
offered a farther present of roots. Th^e is, in fact, 
an obvious superiority in these Skilloots over the 
Wahkiacums, who are intrusive, thievish, and im- 
pertinent. Our new regulations, however, and the 
appearance of the sentinel, have improved the beha- 
Tiour of ail our Indian visiters. They left the fort 
before sunset, even without being ordered. 

'* Besides the fleas, we observ^ a number of oth- 
er insects in motion. Snakes were yet to be seen ; 
and snails without covers were common " • • • 

'* January 1, 1806. We were awaked at an early 
hour by the discharge of a volley of small arms, to 
salute the new year. This was the only mode of 
commemorating the day which our situation permit- 
ted ; for, though we had reason to be gayer than we 
were at Christmas, our only dainties were boiled elk 
and wappatoo, enlivened by draughts of pure water. 
, We were visited by a few Olatsops, who came by 
water, bringing roots and berries for sale. Among 
this nation we observed a man about twenty-five 
years old, of a much lighter complexion than the In- 
dians generally : his face was even freckled, and his 
hair long, and of a colour inclining to red. He was 
in habits and manners perfectly Indian ; but, though 
he did not speak a word of English, he seemed to 
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i|iKler>(a9d HHire tha&lheothera of hi* party; mid, 
as we could obiaia no aeoount of bta origin, we eea- 
cluded that otie of hia fAreiita» at least, mast have 
beei^ wUite." • • • 

^'January 9. The Himtefs bfoofi^t m two c^k, aad 
we obtaioed fpQin the trapa another. This anim^ 
as well as the beavei* and the raccoon, are m p)e«ty 
pear the ,«eaeoast, and along tke small eveeks amid 
rivers as high as the Grand iRapids, and in this eonn- 
try have an extremely good fax. 

** The hirds inost oonamoH were the )iA9ge ar w^ 
as the small «r whistling awan, Ihe sandhill orane, 
the large iM»d Mnail goose, oormorants, hrown and 
white brant, maHard, vid the canvass-badk, with seip- 
eral other speeies of ducka. There weie also a 
«iBall et ow, the Uue-etested eorvus, and the smaller 
corvus with 41 while breast, the little brown wren,ii 
Ja?ge brown saparrow, the baki eagle, and the heai^ 
fMl buzzand oi the Columbia. All tl^ese birds eoil- 
tinued with ua» though they were not in such atrai- 
bers as on our £rst arrival in this neighbout^iood. 

" Ja^nuaiy 3. At eleven o'clock we were visited 
by our iieigi^ur the tia, or chief Comowool. who 
was also called Cooae, with six Clatsops. Besides 
loots and berHea, they brought fbr sale three dogs 
and same Creah bhibb^ HavQig been so long ae- 
eusUNaf^d to the flesh of dogs, the greater part ofiii 
had acquired a (ondnees ^r it; and oynr origiaal 
aversion for it was fivercome hy reflecting that, 
whiie we subsisted on that food, we were falter, 
atroi^er^ and, in general, enjoyed better health thaa 
et any period since leariag the bttf&lo coimtry east- 1 
ward of the moftintaiiit* Thie blubber^ which is es- 
teemed by the Indians an exoelient food, had beet 
obtained, they told us, from their neighbouKS the 
. Killaniucks,^ nation who live on the seacoost to the 
eoutheast^ and near one of whose villages a whak 
had recently been thrown and foundered.* • ♦ ♦ 

On the 5th« \wo of the men who had been sent It 
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make salt returned to the encampment with about a 
gallon of that arti9le, which proved to be of good 
quality, and furnished a very grateful addition to 
their food. They also brought «ome blubber of the 
whale, which had been obtained by the Indians from 
one of those fish that had floated ashore. ** The ap* 
pearance of this whale," says the narrative, '* seem- 
ed to be a maiteT of importance to all the neigh- 
bouring Indians ; and as we might be able to pro- 
cure some of it for ourselves, or at least purchase 
btubber from the Indians, a small parcel of merchan- 
dise was prepared* and a party of the men got in 
readinesa to set out in th« morning. As soon as 
this was made known, Chaboneau and his wife re- 
quested that they might be permitted to accompany 
the patty. The poor woman stated very earnestly 
that she had travelled a long way with us to behold 
the great water, yet dhe had never been down to 
the ctmst; and, now that this monstrous fish was 
also to be seien, it seemed hard that she should not 
be permitted to see either the ocean or the whale. 
80 reasonable a request could not be denied ; they 
were therefore suffered to go with Captain Clarke. 

** January 6. After an early breakfast, he set out 
with twelve men in two canoes. He proceeded 
down the N«tul into Meriwether Bay, intending to 
go to the Clatsop town, and there procure a guide 
through th6 creeks, which there was reason to be* 
lieve communicated not only with the bay, but with 
a smsdl river Tuntifnjg^ towards the sea, near which 
out ^alt-mafcers were encamped." A high wind 
springing tip, however, from the northwest, and obli 
gfttg them to put into a smaH creek, he determined 
to attempt l\tt pa»^age without any guide. After 
preceding up this cr^ three miles, they left thehr 
cstfoes, ami followed an Indiati path for some dis- 
taice^ wh*fn, arriving at the creek th*y had ifbrmeriy 
pa!S8ted on a raft, they crossed it, and, having killed 
an ^k for^htir stippet, «ncanit»ed (otthe night. 
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CHAPTER YI. 

Caotain Clarke continues his Route in Quest of the Whale. — 
Passes ClatKOp River.— Perilous Nature of ihc Journey. — 
Grandeur ol the Scener^r.— Indian Mtxle of eztracting y^ hale- 
oil. — The Ufe of one of Captain Clarke's Party preserved by 
the Kindness of an Indian Woman.— Short Account uf the 
Chinnooks, Clatsops, Killamucks, and Lucktous.— Manner of 
Sepulture among the Chiunooks, Clatsops, &<:.— Their Weap- 
ons of War and Hunting.— Their Mode of building Houses. — 
Their Manufactures and Cookery. — Their Canoes. — Great 
Dexterity in managing them. 

Thet started again early the next morning, and 
after encountering some difficulties, came to the 
seashore, which they followed for five miles, when 
they reached the encampment of their salt-makers. 
"Here," proceeds the narrative, *'we persuaded a 
young Indian, hy the present of a file and a promise 
of some other articles, to guide us to the spot where 
the whale lay. He led us for two and a half miles 
over round slippery stones at the foot of ii high hill 
projecting into the sea, and then suddenly stopping, 
and uttering the word peshack, or bad, explained by 
signs that we could no longer follow the coast, hut 
must cross the mountain. This promised to be a. 
most laborious undertaking, for the side was nearly 
perpendicular, and the top lost in clouds. He, how- 
ever, followed an Indian path, which wound about 
as much as possible, but still the ascent was so 
steep that at one place we drew ourselves -up for 
about a hundred feet by means of bushes and roots. 
At length, after two hours' labour, we reached the 
top of the mountain, whence we looHed down with 
astonishment on the prodigious height of ten or 
twelve hundred feet which we had ascended. Im- 
mediately below us, in the face of this precipice, 
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was a stratum of white earth, used, as our guide in- 
formed us, as a paint by the neighbouring Indians. 
It obvfously contains argil, and resembles the earth 
of which the French porcelain is made ; but wheth- 
er it contains either silex or magnesia, or, if so, in 
what proportions, we could not determine. We 
were here met by fourteen Indians with oil and 
blubber, the spoils of the whale, which they were 
carrying in very heavy loads over this rough mount- 
ain. On leaving them, we proceeded over a bad 
road till night, when we encamped on a small run : 
we were all much fatigued, but the weather was 
l^easaut, and, for the first iime since our arrival 
nere, an entire day had been passed without rain. 

"January 8. We set out early, and proceeded 
along the top of the mountain, the highest point of 
which is an open spot facing the ocean. It is situa^ 
ted about thirty mUes southeast of Cape Disappoint- 
ment, and projects nearly two and a half miles into 
the sea. Here one of the most delightful views in 
nature presented itself. Immediately in front was 
the ocean, breaking with fury on the coast, from the 
rocks, of Cape Disappointment as far as the eye 
could discern to the northwest, and against the high 
lands and irregular piles of rock which diversify the 
shore to the southeast. To this boisterous scene, 
the Columbia, with its tributary waters, widening 
into bays as it approaches the ocean, and studded on 
both sides with the Chinnook and Clatsop villages, 
formed a charming contrast; while immediately be- 
neath our feet were stretched rich prairies, enliven- 
ed by three beautiful streams, which conducted the 
eye to small lakes at the foot of the hills. We 
stopped to enjoy the romantic prospect from this 

See, which we distinguished by the name of 
irke's Point of View, and then followed our guide 
down the mountain. The descent was steep and 
dangerous : in many places the hillsides, which are 
formed principal^ of yellow clay, had be^n washed 
YoIn 1I.-^L 
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by the late rains, and were now clipping into the 
sea in large masses of from fifty to a hundred 
acres. In other parts the path crossed the rugged 
perpendicular rocks which overhang the sea, into 
which a single-false step would have precipitated us. 
.This mountain is covered with a veiy thick growth 
of timber, chiefly pine and fir ; some of which, near 
Clarke's Point of View, perfectly sound and solid, 
rose to the height of two hundred and ten feet, and 
were from eight to twelve in diameter. Intermixed 
is the white cedar, or arbor vittB, and a small quanti- 
ty of black alder, two or three feet thick, and sixty 
or seventy in height. At length we reached a single 
house, the remains of an old killamuck village, sit- 
uated among some rocks, in a bay immediately on 
the coaist. We then continued for two miles along 
the sand beach, and after crossing a creek eighty 
yards in width, near which were five cabins, reached 
the place where the waves had thrown the whale on 
shore. The animal had been lahded between two 
Killamuck villages ; and such had been the industry 
of the natives, that there now remained nothing 
more than the skeleton, which we found to he one 
hundred and five feet In length. Captain Clarke 
then returned to the village of five huts on the creek, 
to which he gave the name of Ecola, or Whale 
Creek. The Indians were all busied in boiling the 
blubber in a large, square trough of wood, by means 
of heated stones, and preserving the oil thus extract- 
ed in bladders and the entrails of the whalei The 
refuse of the blubber, which still contained a portion 
of oil, was hung up in large flitches, and when want- 
ed for use is warmed on a wooden spit before the 
fire, and eaten either alone or dipped in oil, or with 
the roots of the rush and shanataque. The KiUa- 
mucks, though they had great quantities of it, parted 
with it reluctantly, and at such high prices that oar 
whole stock of merchandise was exhausted in the 
purchase of abont three hundred pounds of blubfaNMr 
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and a few gallons of oil. With this we set out to 
return; and, having crossed Ecola Creek, encamped 
on its bank, where there was abundance of fine tim- 
ber. We were soon joined by the men of the vil- 
lage, with whom we smoked, and who gave us all 
the information they possessed relative to their 
country. 

'* These Killamucks are part of a much larger na- 
tion of the same name, and reside chiefly in four 
Tillages, each at the entrance of a different creel^ 
and all failing into a bay on the southwest coast ; 
that at which we now were being the most northern^ 
and at the distance of about forty-five miles south- 
east of Point Adams. The rest of the nation are 
scattered along the coast, and on the banks of a riv- 
er, which, as it was marked in their delineations, we 
called Killamuck^s River, emptying itsj^lf in the same 
direction. During the salmon season they catch 
great quantities of that fish in the small creeks, and 
when these fail, their chief resource is the sturgeon 
and other fish stranded along the coast. 1 he elk 
are very numerous in the mountains, but they cannot 
procure many of them with their arrows ; and their 
principal communication with strangers is by means 
of the Killamuck River, up which they pass to the 
Shocatilcum, or Columbia, to trade for wavpatoo 
roots, in their dress, appearance, and, indeed, eve- 
rything else, they differ very little from the Chin- 
nooks, Clatsops, and other nations in the neighbour- 
hood : the chief difference we have observed is in 
their manner of burying the dead, the bodies being 
deposited in an oblong box of plank, which is placed 
in an open canoe, lying on the ground, with a pad- 
dle and other small articles of the deceased by his 
side. 

** While smoking with the Indians, Captain Clarke 
was startled about ten o'clock by a louid, shrill cry 
from the opposite village, on hearing which all the 
natives immediately started up to cross the creek* 
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and the gaide informed him that some one had' been 
killed. On examination, one of our men was dis- 
covered to be absent, and a guard was despatched, 
who met him crossing the creek in great haste. An 
Indian belonging to another band, and who happen- 
ed to be with the Kiliamucks that evening, had treat- 
ed him with much kindness, and walked arm in arm 
with him to a tent, where our man found a Chin- 
nook squaw who^as an old acquaintance. From 
the conversation and manner of the stranger, this 
woman discovered that his object was to murder 
the white man for the sake of the few articles on 
his person ; and when he rose and pressed our man 
to go to another tent, where they would find some- 
thing better to eat, she held M'Neal by the blanket. 
Not knowing her object, he freed himself from her, 
and was going on with his pretended friend, when 
she ran out and gave a shriek^which brought the men 
of the village over, and th^ stranger ran off before 
M^Neal knew what had occasioned the alarm. 

** January 9. The morning was fine, the wind from 
the northeast. Having divided our stock of blubber, 
we began at sunrise to retrace our steps, in order to 
reach Fort Clatsop, at the distance of thirty-five 
miles. We met several parties of Indians on their 
way to trade for blubber and oil with the Kiliamucks 
(our route lay acfross the same mountains which 
we had already passed) : we also overtook a party 
returning from the village, and could not but regain 
with astonishment the heavy loads which the women 
carry along these fatiguing and dangerous paths. 
As one of them was descending a steep part of 
the mountain, her load slipped from her back, and 
she stood holding it by a strap with one hand, and 
with the other supporting herself by a bush : Cap- 
tain Clarke being near her, undertook to replace the 
load, and found it almost as much as he could lift, 
and above one hundred pounds in weight. Loaded 
as they were, they kept pace with us till we reached 
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tte salt-makers* tents, where, we passed the nif^t, 
while they continued their route." 

The party the next day proceeded to the point 
where they had left their canoes, and reached the 
encampment late in the evening. '' This morning," 
proceeds the Journaf (January 10), '^ there came to 
the fort twelve Indians in a large canoe : they were 
of the Caihlamah nation, our nearest neighbours 
above, on the south side of the river. Their tia or 
chief, whose name was Shaba wacap, having been 
absent on a hunting excursion as we passed his vil- 
lage, had never yet seen us, and we therefore show- 
ed him all the honours, which our reduced finances 
would permit. We invested him with a small med- 
al, and received a present of Indian tobacco and a 
basket of wappatoo in return, for which we gave him 
a small piece of our tobacco and thread for a fishing* 
net. They had brought dried salmon, wappatoo^ 
dogs, and mats made of rushes and flags; but we 
purchased only some dogs and wappaieo. These 
Cathlamahs speak the same language as the Chin- 
nooks and Clatsops, whom they also resemble in 
dress and manners.'^ 

Their. Indian canoe drifted away during the night, 
and, although they made diligent search for her, the 
men sent out were unable to find her. 

" January 13. Our meat,'^ continues the Journal, 
"was now becoming scarce, and we therefore deter- 
mined to jerk it, and issue it in smaH quantities, in- 
stead of dividing it among the four messes, and leav- 
ing to each the care of its own provisions : a plan 
by which much was lost, in consequence of the im- 
providence of the men. Two hunters had been de- 
spatched in the morning, and one of them, Drewyer, 
had before evening killed seven elk. We should, in- 
deed, have been scarcely able to subsist but for the 
exertions of this excellent hunter. The game was 
scarce, and nothing was now to be seen except elk, 
which almost all the men found it very difficult to 
L9 
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shoot ; but Drewyer, who was the son of a Cana- 
dian Frenchman and an Indian woman, had passed 
his life in the woods, and united, in a wonderful de* 
gree, the dexterous aim of the frontier huntsman 
with the intuitive sagacity of the Indian in pursuing 
the faintest tracks through the forest. All our men^ 
however, had become so expert with the rifle, that 
we were never under serious apprehensions as to 
food, since, whenever there was game of any kind, 
we were almost certain of procuring it." * ^ * 

'* January 13. From all that we had seen and learn- 
ed of the Chinnooks, we were induced to estimate 
the nation at about twenty-eight houses and four 
hundred souls. They reside chiefly along the banks 
of a river, to which we gave the same name ; and 
which, running parallel to the seacoast, waters a 
low country with many stagnant ponds, and then 
empties itself into Haley's Bay. The wild fowl of 
these ponds, and the elk and deer of the neighbour- 
hood, furnish them with occasional luxuries ; bat 
their chief subsistence is derived from the salmon 
and other fish which are caught in the small streams 
by means of nets and gigs, or Ihrown on shore by 
the violence of the tide. To the^e are added some 
roots, such as the wild liquorice, which is the most 
common, the shanataque^ and the wappatoo^ brought 
down the river by the traders. 

'* The men are low in stature, rather ugly, and ill 
made ; their le^ being small and crooked, their feet 
large, and their heads, like those of the women flat- 
tened in a most disgusting manner. These deform- 
ities are in part concealed by robes made of sea-ot- 
ter, deer, elk, beaver or fox skins. They also em- 
ploy in their dress robes of the skin of a cat peco- 
liar to this country, and of another animal of the 
same size, which is light and durable, and sold at a 
high price by the Indians who bring it from above. 
In addition to these are worn blankets, wrappers of 
red, blue, or spotted cloth, and some old sailors^ 
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clothes, which are very highly prized. The greater 
part of the men have guns, with powder and, ball. 

** The women have in general handsome faces, but 
are low and disproporiioned, with small feet and 
large legs, occasioned, probably, by strands of beads, 
or various strings, drawn so tight above the anklea 
as to prevent the circulation of the bloods Their 
dress, like that of the Wahkiacums, consists of a 
short robe and a tissue of cedar bark. Their hair 
hangs loosely down the shoulders and back; and 
their ears, neck, and wrists are ornamented with 
blue beads. Another decoration, which is very high- 
ly prized, consists of figures made by puncturing the 
arms or legs ; and on the arms of one of the squaws 
we observed the name of J. Bowman, executed in 
the same way. In language, habits, and in almost 
every other particular, they resemble the Clatsops, 
Cathlamahs, and, indeed, all the people near the 
mouth of the Columbia, though they appeared to be 
inferior to their neighbours m honesty as well as 
spirit. No ill treatment or indignity on our part 
seemed to excite any feeling except fear : nor, al- 
though better provided than their neighbours with 
arms, have they enterprise enough either to use them 
advantageously against the animals of the forest, or 
offensively against the tribes near them, who owe 
their safety more to the timidity than the forbearance 
of the Chmnooks. We had'lieard instances of pil- 
fering while we were among them, and therefore 
gave a general order excluding them from our en- 
campment, so that whenever an Indian wished to 
visit us, he began by calling out * No Chinnook.' It 
is not improbable that this first impression may have 
left a prejudice against them, since, when we were 
among the Clatsops and other tribes at the mouth of 
the Columbia, they had less opportunity of stealing, if 
they were so disposed." 

The next day they were so fortunate as to recov- 
er their missing canoe, and took precautions to pre- 
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irent any future accident of the kind. The Journal 
proceeds to give a more particular account of the 
Oiatsops and Killamucks, from such knowledge as 
could be obtained in relation to them, either from 
the Indians or by personal (ibservation. 

• • • •' The first nation to the south are the Clal- 
sops, who reside on the southern side of the bay 
and along the seacoast, on both sides of Point Ad- 
ams. They were represented as the remains of a 
much larger nation ; but about four years ago, a dis- 
order, to which till then they yfete strangers, but 
which seemjs, from their description, to have been 
the smallpox, destroyed four chiefs and several 
hundred of the nation. I^hese were deposited in 
canoes, a few miles below us in the bay, and the 
survivers do not number more than fourteen houses 
and about two hundred souls. Next to them, along 
the southeast coast, is a nmch larger nation, the 
Killamucks, who number fifty houses and a thou- 
sand souls. Their first establishment consists of the 
four huts at the mouth of Ecola Creek, thirty-five 
miles from Point Adams, and two miles below are a 
few more huts ; but the principal town is situated 
twenty miles lower, at the entrance of a creek called 
Nielee, hito the bay which we designated by the 
name of Killamuck Bay. Into the same bay emp- 
ties a second creek, five miles farther, where is a 
Killamuck village called Kilherhurst ; at two miles 
a third creek, and a town called Kilherner ; and at 
the same distance a town called Chishuck, at the 
mouth of Killamuck River. Towerquotton and 
Chucklin are the names of two other towns, situa- 
ted on creeks which empty into the bottom of the 
bay, the last of which is seventy miles from Point 
Adams. The Killamuck River is about one hundred 
yyirds wide, and very rapid, but, having no perpen- 
dicular fall, is the great avenue for trade. There 
are two small villages of Killamucks settled above 
its mouth, and the whole trading part of the tribe 



,yV3Uuyif 



««AGXILAR MODE OF PEPOSITINO THB DEAD. 129 

ascend it, till by a short portage they carry their 
canoes over to the Columbian Valley, and descend 
the Multnomah to Wappatoo Island. Here they 
purchase roots, which they carry down the Chodka- 
lilum or Columbia ; and, after trafficking with the 
tribes on its banks for the various articles which 
they require, either return up the Columbia, or cross 
over through the country of the Ciatsops. This 
trade, however, is obviously little more than a loose 
and irregular barter, on a very small scale ; for the 
materials for commerce are so extremely scanty and 
precarious, that the stranding of a whale is an im- 
portant commercial incident, which interests all the 
adjoining country. The Kiliamucks have little that 
is peculiar, either in character or manners, and re- 
semble in almost every particular the Ciatsops and 
Chinnooks.^'^ • • • 

*^ The Chinnooks, Ciatsops, and most of the ad- 
joining nations deposite their dead in canoes. For 
this purpose a scaffbid is erected, by fixing perpen- 
dicularly in the ground four long pieces of split tim- 
ber. These are placed two by two, just wide enough 
apart to admit the canoe, and sufficiently long to 
support its two extremities. The boards are con- 
nected by a bar of wood run through them at the 
height of six feet, on which is placed a small canoe, 
eontaining the body of the deceased carefully wrap- 
ped in a robe of dressed skins, with a paddle and 
other articles that had belonged to him by his side. 
Over this canoe is placed one of a larger size, re- 
versed, with its gunwale resting on the crossbars, 
8o as to cover the body, completely. One or more 
large mats of rushes or flags are then rolled round 
both the canoes, and the whole is secured by cords, 
usually made of the bark of the white cedar. On 
these crossbars are hung different articles of cloth- 

♦ Farther dptails in regard to the names, residence, numbers, 
Ac., of the different tribes along the coast, on both sides of tb6 
Cohtmbmt viiU b« foupd in the Appendix. 
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ing, or culinary utensils. The method practisedl hf 
the Killamucks differs sontewhat from this, tUe 
body being deposited in an oblong box of plank« 
which, with the paddle and other articles, is placed 
in a canoe resting on the ground. With the reli- 
gious opinions of these people we became but little 
acquainted, since we understood their language toe 
imperfectly to converse on a subject so abstruse; 
bat it is obvious, from the different articles virhicb 
they place by their dead, that they believe in a fu- 
ture state of existence.^* 

• • • " The implements used in hunting by tbe 
Clatsops, Cbinnooks, and other neighbouring na- 
tions, are the gun, bow and arrow, deadfall, pita^ 
snares, and spears or gigs. Tbe guns are general^ 
old American or British •muskets, repaired for this 
trade ; and, although there are some good pieces 
among them, they are constantly out of order, as 
the Indians have not been sufficiently accustomed to 
arms to understand the management of them. Their 
powder is kept in" the small japanned tin flasks in 
which the traders sell it ; and when ball or shot fails 
them, they make use of gravel, or pieces of metal 
from their pots, without being sensible of the injuiy 
done to their guns. These arms are reserved for 
hunting elk, and the few deer and bear in the neigh- 
bourhcMHl ; but, as they have no rifles, they are not 
very successful hunters. The most common weap- 
on is the bow and arrow, with which every man is 
provided, even though he may carry a gun, and 
which is used in every kind of hunting. The bow 
is extremely neat, and, being very thin and flat, pos- 
sesses great elasticity. It is made of the heart of 
the white cedar, about two feet and a half in lengthy 
and two inches wide in the centre, whence it tapers 
to the width of half an inch at the extremities ; and 
the back is covered with the sinews of elk, fastened 
on by means of a glue made from the sturgeon. Ths 
string is fok-med of the same sinews. The arrow 
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generally consists of two parts : the first is about 
twenty inches long, and formed of light white pine, 
with the feather at one end, and at the other a cir-^ 
eular hole, which receives the second part, formed' 
of some harder wood, about five inches long, and 
secured in its place by means of sinews. The barb 
18 either of stone, or of iron or copper ; and when of 
the latter, the angle is more obtuse than any we 
have seen. If, as sometimes happens, the arrow is 
formed of a single piece, the whole is of a firmer 
and heavier wood ; but the kind just described is 
preferred, since much of the game consisting o( wild- 
fowl on the ponds, it is desirable that their arrows 
should be of a material to float when they fall into 
Ibe water. These arrows are kept in a quiver made 
of elk or young bear skin, opening, not at the ends, 
like the common quivers, but at the sides, which for 
those who hunt in canoes is much more convenient. 
These weapons are not very powerful, however, for 
many of the elk we killed had been wounded with 
them ; and although the barb, with the small end of 
the arrow, remained, the flesh had closed, and the 
animal suffered no permanent injury. The deadfalls 
and snares are used in taking the wolf, raccoon, and 
fox, of which there are, however, but few in this 
country. The spear or gig employed in the pursuit 
of the sea-otter (which they call spuck), the common 
otter, and beaver, consists of two points of barbs, 
and is like those already described as common 
among the Indians on the upper part of the Colum 
bia. The pits are chiefly for the elk, and are there 
fore usually large cubes, twelve or fourteen feet in 
depth, and are made by the side of a fallen tree lying 
across some path frequented by the animal. They 
are covered with slender boughs and moss, and the 
elk either sinks into the pit as he approaches the 
tree, or in leaping over the tree falls into it on the 
other side." • • • 
"^ la fishing, the Clatsops, Chinnooks, and otber 
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nations near this place employ the common straight 
net, the scoop or dip net with a long handle, the 
gig, and the hook and line. The first is of different 
lengths and depths, and is employed in taking salm- 
on, charr, and trout in the deep inlets among the 
marshy grounds and at the mouths of deep creeks. 
The scoop-net is used for small fish in the spring 
and summer season ; and in both kinds the net is 
formed of silk-grass, or of the bark of while cedar. 
The gig is employed at all seasons, and for all 
kinds of fish they can take with it ; so, too, is the 
hook and line, the^ latter being made of the same 
material as the net, and their hooks being generally 
brought by the traders ; though, before the whites 
came, they made their hooks out of two small pie- 
ces of bone, resembling the European hook, but with 
a much more acute angle where the two pieces 
were joined." • * • 

'* The houses in this neighbourhood are all large 
wooden buildings, varying in length from twenty to 
sixty feet, and from iourteen to twenty in width. 
They are constructed in the following manner : two 
or more posts of split timber, according to the num- 
ber of partitions, are sunk in the ground, abore 
which they rise to the height of from fourteen to 
eighteen feet. They are hollowed at the top so as 
to receive the ends of a round beam or pole stretch- 
ing from one to the other, and forming the upper 
point of the roof for the whole extent of the build- 
ing. On each side of this range is placed another, 
which forms the eaves of the house, and is about 
Ave feet high ; but as the building is often sunk to 
tike depth of four or five feet, the eaves come very 
near the surface of the earth. Smaller pieces of 
timber are now extended by pairs, in the form of 
rafters, from the lower to the upper beam, where 
Ihey are attached at both ends with cords of cedar 
bark. On these rafters two or three ranges of small 
poles are placed horizontally, and secured in the 
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•ime way with strings of cedar bark. The sides 
are now formed with a range of wide boards, sunk 
a small distance into the ground, with the upper 
ends projecting above the poles at the eaves, to 
which they are secured by a beam running along out- 
side parallel with the eave- poles, and tied by cords 
of cedar bark passing through holes made in the 
boards at certain distances. The gable ends and 
jraxtitions are formed in the same way, being fasten- 
ed by beams on the outside parallel to the rafters. 
The roof is then covered with a double range of 
thin boards, except an aperture of two or three feet 
in the centre for the smoke to pass through. The 
entrance is by a small hole cut out of the boards, 
and just large enough to admit the body. Only the 
very largest houses are divided by partitions ; for, 
Aough three or more families reside in the same 
room, there is quite space enough for all of them. 
In the centre of each room is a space six or eight 
feet square, sunk to the depth of twelve inches be- 
low the rest of the floor, and enclosed by four pie* 
ees of square timber. Here they make the fire, for 
which pine bark is generally preferred. Around 
this fireplace mats are spread, which serve as seats 
during the day, and very frequently as beds at night ; 
there is, however, a more permanent bed, made by 
fixing in two, or sometimes three sides of the room, 
posts reaching from the roof down to the ground, 
and at the distance of four feet /rom the wall. From 
these posts to the wall itself one or two ranges of 
boards are placed, so as to form shelves, on which 
they either sleep, or stow 4heir various articles of 
merchandise. 'Fhe uncured fish is hung in the smoke 
of their fires, as is also the ^esh of the elk, when 
they are fortunate enough to procure any, which is 
but rarely the case." 

• • • " The hats of the Clatsops are* made of ce- 
dar and bear-grass, interwoveii together in the form 
of a European hat, with a small brim of about two 
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tebes, and .a bi^h i;voi¥ii> wid^^i^g. apwai4. TJu^' 
jire iight,j9rnaJ9ei€>ntQd yfith ^arioos colcHirs and fi^* 
ures, and, being nearly^ wa^rrproof, are mu^ mor^ 
rdurable than either chip or straw hats. These ha o 
lorm a amall »rVi^]e oftra^ ,wuh:the whites* aiyl 
the manufactu^ is ooe^ af^theliest gpte^Mnens of Ui- 
•dian industry. They are,i however, very; dexterous 
in making a .variety pf domestic (Wensils, ^moug 
which are howlSfSpaoiis, skewieiCSr^pits^and b^is- 
Jiels. The boiwl . er tr^^i^h , is . ,of diflferent < shapes, 
n^uttdvSem^iaroular, in the ADrin of a< panoe* <or. cu- 
liic, and generally idug out oC a' si|ig]e. pieee of w^od, 
the latiger.viessels havingiholeajoi the aides by .way 
of handle,! and a^ being executed wi^ ^reat neat- 
jiess. ! Ill the«eve9se}s they boil their food by thiq^w- 
jng hot stenes! into 4he< water, and ei^tfact oil fraup 
(diflferentiaaimals m the sa«qie .wav. 3pQ^s are not 
very abundant^ noris there„anyjt.QApg^en^arkab]bs ia 
Iheir shape, except that tbey are larjjre, with t^e 
Jbowl buoad. , Meat is^ roasted pnotre end o(,a sb^rp 
akewer,. placed erect bejpre the 4r9, with the, tother 
Jxed in the ground. The.spit for ^^ is^plit,at ttie 
top into two parts, between^ whicih tbctiish is placed, 
out 4ikpen,/and its sides extended by means of small 
;8plin4er8. The usual plate isi a^mall mat of rushes 
or flags, on .which everytbing is served. The in- 
.atrument with which i(ihey4ig.W<^^t3i^ ^ atrc^ig 
.stick, about ^hree feet and a haJf long, sharpened 
.and a little curved at the lower end^ while the upper 
is ineened into a handle, standing transversely, and 
made .of part of an elk or. buck's horn. <B^t tbe 
inost curious, .workmanship is that of the basket. It 
is formed of cedar bark and bear^grass, so cloaety 
interwoven that it is water-tigbt,:WitbQUt the aid ei- 
ther of gum or resin. The form is genforally cpnic, 
or, rather, that of the segment .ef,afcp^e|. of which 
thei smaller end is lhe» bettpm^^ilthe basket; and 
being made pf all,sizes,i^i0^^t,hat of the smallest 
o«p loibei capafiitypf fiycnPr- aix^<gaUAV#t.U)ej[ an- 
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^^i^kf^Mi}!^ pKttpDse of a ctyrtsring for thip Ivead 
and to eoiilaiii witter. Some of them ai^ highly on 
umiietited with strands of bear-igress, woren into 
figures of variotts colours, which require great' la* 
boinr ; yet they ^fe nuadi} very expeditiously, and 
sold for a trifle. It is for the cotistruction of these 
baskets that the bear^grass fbrms an article of con- 
sitorable traffic. It grows' only near the snowy re- 
gion of the high mountains, aiid the blade, which is 
two feet> long, and abotit' three eighths of an inch 
wide, is smooth, strong, and pliant ; the 3noung blades 
particularly, from their not being exposed to the sun 
and air, have an appearance of great neatness, and 
are generally preferred. Other baskets, and also 
bags, not water- proof, are made of c«dar bark, silk- 
grass, rushes, flags, and conknon coarse sedge, for 
the use of fkmilies. In the manufactures, as well 
as^in the ordinary work of the house, the instrument 
most in use is a knife, or rather dagger; The han- 
dle of it is ^mall, and has a^^rong loop of twine for 
the thumb, to prevent its being wrested from the 
hand. At each end is a' blade, double edged and 
pointed ; the linger frotn' nine to ten inches, the 
shorter from four to five; This knife is carried 
about habitually in the hand, sometimes exposedi 
but mostly under the robe." 

♦ • • "The industry of the Indians is not con* 
fined to household articles: the greatest eflfbrt of 
^etr skill is in the consiruciion of their canoes. In 
a country, indeed, whiere so moeh of the intercourse 
between t^e different tribes^ is carried on by water, 
their ingenuity would naturally be directed to the 
improvement' of their canbeSi which would gradual^ 

S advance frt>ni a merb* safe conveyance to some- 
ing tasteful and' elegant. We have, accordingly. 
Seen canoes of various forms,from the simple boats 
near thte mountains, to the highly-decorated ones, 
because more used, near the mouth of the Colum- 
bia. Below the Grand Cataract there are four kinds 
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of canoes. The first and smallest is abont fifteea 
feet long, and calculated for one or two persons : it 
is, inde^, by no means remarkable in its structure, 
and is chiefly employed by the Cathiamahs and 
Wahkiacums among the marshy islands. The sec- 
ond is from twenty to thirty-five feet long, about 
two and a half or three feet in the beam, and two 
feet in the hold. It is chiefly remarkable in having 
the bowsprit, which rises to some height above the 
buw, formed by tapering gradualUy from the sides 
into a sharp point. Canoes of this shape are com- 
mon to all the nations below the Grand Rapids. 

'* But the canoes most used by the Columbia In- 
dians, from the Chilluckittequaws inclusive to the 
ocean, are <rom thirty to thirty-five feet long. The 
bow, which looks more like the stern of our boats, 
is higher than the other end, and is ornamented with 
a sort of comb, an inch in thickness, cut out of the 
same log .which forms the canoe, and extending from 
nine to eleven inches from the bowsprit to the bot- 
tom of the boat. The stem is neatly rounded off, 
and gradually ascends to a point. This canoe is 
very light and convenient ; for, though it will con- 
tain ten or twelve persons, it may be carried with 
great ease by four. x 

" The fourth and largest kind of canoe we did not 
meet till we reached tide- water, near the Grand 
Rapids below, where they are found among all the 
nations, especially the Killamucks and others resi- 
ding on the seacoast. They are upward of fifty 
feet long, and will carry from eight to ten thousand 
pounds' weight, or from twenty to thirty persons. 
Like all the canoes we have mentionea, they are 
cut out of a single trunk of a tree, which is generally 
white cedar, though the fir is sometimes used. The 
sides ^re secured by cross-bars or round sticks 
two or three inches in thickness, which are inserted 
through holes made just below the gunwale, and 
made fast with cords. The upper edge of the gun- 
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iPiie itself 19' about fi^ eigfnllB of sn indi thict atid 
four or live in breadth, and folds otitMrard, so as to 
ibnn a kind of rim, which prevents the vrater fromi 
beating into the boat. The bow and stem are about 
the same height, and each' providisd with ^ a comb^ 
i*eacbtng to the bottom of the boat. At each eiuJb 
also are pedestals, formed of the same solid piece, 
on which are placed strange grotesque figures of 
men or animals, rising sometitnes to tite height of 
five feet, and composed of small pieces of wood, 
firmly united, with great ingenuity, by inlaying and' 
mortising, without a spike of any kind. The paddle- 
is usually from four feet and a half to five fiset ia 
length; the handle being thick for one third of its 
length, wheni it widens; and is hollowed and thinned 
4>'n each side of the centre, which forms a sort of rib. 
When they entbark, one Indian sits in the stem^ and 
afteers with a paddle, the others kneel in pairs in the 
bottOHET of the canoe, and, sitting on their heels, pad- 
cBe over the gunwale next to them. In this wa]f 
they ride wi^ perfect safety the highest waves, and 
venture without the least concern in seas where 
other boater or seamen could not live an instant. 
They sit quietly, with no other movement but ihal 
required in paddling, except a large wave chances to 
throw the boat on hec side, and to the eye of a spec- 
tator she seems lost, when the man to windward 
steadies her by throwing his body towards the up- 
per side, and sinking his paddle deep into the wave, 
appearing to catch the water and force it under the 
boat, while^ the same stroke pushes her on with 
great velocity. In the management of these ca- 
noes, the women are equally as expert as the men ; 
for in the smaller boats, which contain four oars- 
men, the helm is generally given to a female. As 
soon as they land, the canoe is generally drawn on 
shore, unless she is very heavily laden ; but at night 
the load is universally taken out, and the canoe 
hauled up. 
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'^Onr admiration of their skill in these carious 
constructions was increased by observing the very 
inadequate implements which they use. These In- 
dians possess very few axes, and the only tool they 
emplo]^, from felling the tree to the delicate work- 
manship of the images, is a chisel made of an old 
file, about an inch or an inch and a half in width. 
Even of this, too, they have not learned the proper 
management ; for the chisel is sometimes fixed in a 
large block of wood, and, being held in the right 
hand, the block is pushed with the left, without the 
aid of a mallet. But under all these disadvantages, 
their canoes, which one would suppose to be the 
work of years, are made in a few weeks. A canoe, 
however, is very highly prized, being in traflSc an 
article of the greatest value except a wife, and of* 
equal value with her; so that a lover generally gives 
a canoe to the father in exchange for his daughter.** 

Nothing special occurred from the 14th to the 
dOth. As they had a supply of salt, they used it in 
curing the meat brought in by the hunters ; and the 
season for their return being near at hand, they were 
busily employed in preparing clothes, &c., for the 
journey. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Firther Account of the Clatsops, Killamacks, and Chinnookt ; 
also of the Cathlamaht.~Their Custom of Flattening the 
Forehead.~Tbeir Dress and OrnamenU described.— Their 
Diseases.— The common Opinion that the Treatment of their 
Women is the Standard by which the Virtues of the Indians 
may be known, combated, and disproved by Examples.— 
The Respect entertsined by these Indians for old Age, com- 
pared with the different Conduct of those who subsist by the 
Chase.— Their Mode of Government.— Their Ignorance of ar- 
dent Spirits, and their Fondness fur Gambling.- Their Dex- 
terity in Traffic— In what Articles their Traffic consists.— 
Their extraordinary Fondness for blue Beads, which form 
their circulating MediuoL 

" The Killamucks," continues the Journal, '< and 
the Clatsops, Chinnooks, and Cathlamahs, the four 
neighbouring, nations with whom we had most in- 
tercourse, have a general resemblance in person, 
dress, and manners. They are commonly of a di- 
minutive stature, badly shaped, and their appearance 
is by no means prepossessing. They have broad, 
thick, flat feet, thick ankles, and crooked legs : the 
last of which deformities is to be ascriVed, in part, 
as we have already observed, to the universal prac- 
tice of squatting, or sitting on the calves of their 
legs and on their heels, and also to the tight banda- 
ges of beads and strings worn round the ankles by 
the women, which prevent the circulation of the 
Mood, and render the legs of the females, in particu- 
lar, ill shaped and swollen. The complexion is the 
usual copper-coloured brown of the North American 
tribes, though it is rather lighter than that of the In- 
dians on the Missouri and the^rontiers of the Uni- 
ted States. The mouth is wide, and the lips are 
Ihick; the nose is of a moderate size, fleshy, wide 
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mt the extremities, with large nostrils, and genersfl^ 
low between the eyes, though there are rare instan- 
ces of high aquiline noses ; the eyes are generallr 
black, though we occasionally saw them of a daik 
yellowish- brown, with a black pnpil. But the most 
distinguishing part of their physiognomy is the pe- 
culiar flatness and width of their forehead : a pecu- 
liarity which they owe to one of those customs by 
itrhich nature is sacrificed to fantastic ideas of beau- 
ty. The practice, indeed, of flattening the head bv 
artificial pressure during infancy, prevails amontr aU 
the nations we have seen west ojf the Rocky Moaflt- 
ains ; whereas to the east of that barrier the fashion 
is so perfectly unknown, that there the western In- 
dians, with the exception of the Alliatan or Snake 
nation, are designated by the common name of Flat- 
heads. This singular usage, which it would scarce- 
ly seem possible that nature should suggest to re- 
mote nations, might perhaps incNne us to beFieve 
in the common and riot very ancient origin of all the 
western tribes. Such an ojiinion would w^l accord 
with the fact that, while on the kiwer parts of the 
Columbia both sexes are universally fatheads, the 
custom diminishes in receding eastward from the 
common centre of the practice, till among the rtmiy* 
ter tribes near the mountains natnre recovers her 
righls, and the exhausted folly ia confined to « fe# 
females. This opinion, however is corrected or 
weakened by considering that the Aattening*of the 
head is not, in fact, peculiar to that paK of tho eon- 
thient. since it was among the first objecte wtueh 
struck the attention of CokimbuS. 

** But, Wherever it meiy have begun^ the pmctfee i« 
ttow universal among these imtioiie. I^oon afl^ tfie 
birth of her chHd, the moth<^, amxiious to procure for 
her infant the recommendation oF a broad foreheai^ 
ttlaces it in the compressing Msehine, Where it ii 
kept for t«>.n or twelve mrM^ths* thon|fh the femalee 
femuia longer thwa the boys. The operation k m 
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gradual that it is not attended with pain ; bat the 
impressiun is deep and permanent. The heads of 
the children, when they are released from the band- 
age, are not more than two inches thick about the 
upper edge of the forehead, and still thinner above ; 
■or, with all her efforts, can nature ever restore 
their proper shape, the heads of ffrown persons be- 
ing often in a straight line from the nose to the top 
of the forehead. 

** The hair of both sexes is parted at the top of 
the head, and thence falls loosely behind the ears, 
over the back and shoulders. They use combs, of 
which they are very fond ; but contrive, without the 
aid of them, to keep their hair in very good order. 
The dress of the men consists of a small rpbe, reach- 
ing to the middle of the thigh, tied by a string across 
the breast, with its corners hanging loosely over 
their arms. These robes are, in general, composed 
of the skins of a small animal which we supposed to 
be the brown mungo. They have, besides, those 
■lade of the tiger, cat, deer, panther, bear, and elk 
skin, which last is principally used in war parties. 
Sometimes they have a blankjet, woven with the fin- 
gers from the wool of their native sheep. Occasion- 
ally a mat is thrown over them to keep off the rain ; 
but they have no article of clothing during winter 
or summer excepting this robe, so that every part 
of the body but the head and shoulders is exposed 
to viewt They are very fond of the dress of the 
whites, whom they call pashisheoakSi or clothmen ; 
and, whenever they can procure any of our clothes, 
wear them in our manner : the only article, indeed, 
used by the whites, which we have not seen among 
them, 18 the shoe. 

" The robe of the women is like that worn by the 
Bien, except that it does not reach below the waist. 
Those most esteemed are made, of strips of sea- 
otter skin, which, being twisted, are interwoven with 
silk-grass or the bark of the white cedar in such a 
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iii«DM# tiriil the iiir zpp&tft d^fttaHy #n? btfth MtA^ 
ao as to form a soft and warm coveriilg. Th^ skid 
of the raccoon or beaver ia a)^ efti^^kyyi^d in the same 
way; though, on other oe^aakHls, these skini^ anf 
shnply dressed in the hair, and wbm wifhout farther 
preparation. The ffariBrent which - covers the bod)^ 
from the waist as low as the kais^ before atid the 
thigh behind, is th^ tiasttf alr&a^y described, aild is 
made either of the bruised bark of white' cedar, 
twisied cbrds of sitk^n^s; or of flags and rushes. 
Neither' leggihs'ndr nidccasins aAre eif^ usedj thd 
mildneas of the climate not requirifif th^m as a se^ 
entity from the iteathtsr; and their bseiAg so nhttCh itf 
the water rendering them^aH eneunabrftflce. Tlirf 
onfy covering for the head Is a hat made of bear- 
grass and the butk of ceda^r, int^v^ovteri in a coldi? 
form, with a knob of the sarnies shi^pe at th^ top: It 
hs» no brim, but is hdd on the head by a string piass^ 
vskg under the diin, and tied to ««nliaU rim inside of 
the hat. The colours ate genera^f black and white 
only^ and these are made into squaa*^, ttiahgles, aui 
sometimes rude figures of oaitoed aM) s^men har- 
pooning whales. Tti^ is all the tisHal d ress of the 
females; but if the weather be mi usually severe, 
they add a vest formed of skin^ likt) th« r6be, and 
tied behind, without any sbotilder^trtr^ to keep it 
up." * * * 

" Sometimes; thoiigh not often, thiey ihai^ their 
idcins by puncturing and intlt>duc1ng sonfie Moinred 
matter: this orhament is chiefly confined to th(j 
wortien^ who thus imprint on their Ieg6 amid annsi 
circular or ptoillel dots: On th6 aimt df otte of the 
squaws, as hfts been before metitionied; we r^ad th0 
name of ' J. Dowman,' probably a' trader Who ha^ 
visited the mouth of thie Columbia: The favourite 
decoration, however, xyf both sexlBs; c6ntifirt» of tVd 
common coarse blue or White beadsv which are fold- 
ed very tishtly round' their wrists and anklet, to thl» 
width of three or four inches, and worn ia large loo8« 
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tolls ro»nd the neck, or as earrings, or hanging from 
the nose, which last mode. is peculiar to the men. 
•lliere is also a species of wampum very, much in 
«lse, which seems to be worn in its natural form, 
without any preparation. It is in the shape of a 
cone, somewhat curved, about the size of a raven^s 
quill at the^ base, and tapering to a point, it^ whole 
length being from one to two and. a half inches, 
white, smooth, hard, and thin. A small thread is 
passed through it, and the wampum is either sus- 
pended from the nose, or passed tlirough the caiti- 
lage horizontally, forming a ring from which other 
ornaments hang. Wampum is employed in the 
same way as beads, but more especially as a deco- 
ration for the noses of the men, who also use col- 
lars made of bears' claws, while the women and 
ehildren wear those of elk's tusks, and both sexes 
are adorned with bracelets of copper, iron, or brass, 
in various- forms."'* •• 

^*The Clatsops, and other nations at the mouth .ef 
ihe Columbia, visited us with great freedum« and we 
endeavoured to cultivate their friendship, as well for 
the purposes of obtaining information, as to leave 
behind us impressions favourable to our countriy. 
Having acquired much of their language, we were 
enabled, with the aid of gestures, to hokl conversa- 
tions with great ease. We found them inquisitive 
and loquacious, with understandings by ho means 
deficient in acuteness, and with very retentive mem- 
ories; and, though fond of feasts, and generally 
cheerful, they are never gay. Everything they ob- 
Berve excites their attention and kiqui<y ;> |jut» having 
been accustomed to see the whitesvno^tliing appear- 
ed to astonish them more than ihe air-gun. To ifll 
our questions they answered with.great intelligenee, 
and' the conversation rarely slackened,. as there «ri^ 
a constant discussion of the events, trade, poHtjos, 
&c., in the small but active drcle of >the,KiUa- 
mueks, Glauops, CatUamahs, cFrahkiacams, itmA 
Chinnooks." • • • 



144 • LBvyiS AND CLAk&S*S EXPEDITION. 

" The treatment of their women is often consid^ 
ered as the standard b)^ which the moral qualities 
of savages are to be estimated. Our own observa- 
tion, however^ induced us to think that the conditida 
of the female in savage life has no necessary rela- 
tion to the virtues of the men, but is regulated wholly 
by their capacity to be useful. The Indians who 
treat their females most mildly, and pay most def- 
erence to their opinions, are by no means the most 
distinguished for their virtues ; nor is this deference 
attended by any increase of attachment. On the 
other hand, the tribes among whom the women are 
yery much debased, possess the loftiest sense of 
honour, the greatest liberality, and all the good qual- 
ities of which their situation demands the exercise. 
Where the women can aid in procuring food for the 
tribe, they are treated with more equality, and their 
importance is proportioned to the share which they 
«ake in that labour ; while in countries where sub- 
sistence is chiefly procured by the exertions of the 
men, the women are considered and treated as bur- 
dens. Thus, among the Clatsops and Chinnooks, 
who live upon fish and roots, which the women are 
equally expert with the men in procuring, the former 
^ave a rank and influence very rarely found anionff 
Indians. Here the females are permitted to speak 
freely before the meii,M*hom, indeed, they some- 
times address in a tone of authority. On many sub- 
jects their judgment and opinions are respected, and 
in matters of trade their advice is generally asked 
and followed. The labours of the family are shared 
almost equally. The men collect wood and attend 
to the fires, assist in cleaning the fish, mak^ the 
houses, canoes, and wooden utensils ; and, whenever 
strangers are to be entertained, or a great feast pre- 
pared, the meats are cooked and served up by them. 
The peculiar province of the female is to gather 
roots, and to manufacture the various articles which 
are formed of rushes, flags, cedar bark, aii4 hear- 
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grass ; but the management of the canoes, and many 
of the occupations, which elsewhere devolve wholly 
on the female, are here common to both sexes. 

'' The observation in regard to the treatment of 
females applies with equal force to that of old men. 
Among tribes who subsist by hunting, the labours 
of the chase and the wandenng existence to which 
that occupation condemns them, necessarily throw 
the burden of procuring provisions on the active 
young men. As soon, therefore, as a man is no 
longer able to pursue the chase, he begins to with- 
draw something from the precarious supplies of the 
tribe. Still, however, his counsels may compensate 
his want of activity ; but in the next stage of infirm- 
ity, when he can no longer travel from camp to 
camp, as the tribe roams about for food, he is found 
to be a heavy burden. In this situation the aged are 
abandoned among the Sioux, the Assiniboins, and 
the hunting tribes on the Missouri. As they are set- 
ting out for some new excursion, whete the old man 
is unable to follow, his children or nearest connex- 
ions place before him a piece of meat and some wa- 
ter, and telling him that he has lived long enough, 
that it is now time for him to go home to his rela- 
tions, who can take .better care of him than his 
friends on earth, leave him, without remorse, to per- 
ish twhei^ his little supply is exhausted. The same 
custom is said to prevail among the Minnetarees, 
4hnahawas, and Ricaras, when they are encumber- 
ed by old men on their hunting excursions. Yet in 
their villages we saw no want of Kindness to the 
aged : on the contrary, probably because in villages 
the means of more almndant subsistence renders 
such cruelty unnecessary, old people appeared to be 
treated with attention, and some of their feasts, par- 
ticularly the buffalo dances, are intended chiefly for 
the entertainment of the aged and infirm. 

'* The dispositions of these people seem mild and 
inoffensive, and their behaviour to us was uniformly 
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tbe most frieadly. They are addicted to heggiagf 
and to pilfering small articles when it can be .done 
without danger of detection, hut do not rob wanton- 
ly, nor to any large amount : some of them having 
Eurloined some of the meat whieh our hunters had 
een obliged to leave in the woods, they voluntarily 
brought some dogs a few days after, by way of com- 
pensation. Our numbers, sind great superiority in 
the use of firearms, enabled us always to command ; 
and such was the friendly deportment of these peo- 
ple, that the men were mecustomed to treat them 
with the greatest confidence. It was therefore with 
difficulty that we could impress on our men a con- 
viction of the necessity of being always on our guard, 
since we were perfectly acquainted with the treach- 
erous character of Indians generally. We were ail- 
ways prepared for an attack, and uniformly excluded 
all considerable parties of the natives from the fort. 
*^ Their large houses usually contain several fami- 
lies, consisting of the parents, their children, their 
sons and daughters-in-law, and grandchildren, among 
whom the provisions are all in common, and whose 
harmony is scarcely ever interrupted by disputes. 
Although polygamy is permitted by their customs, 
yery few have more than a single wife ; and she is 
brought immediately after the marriage into the hus- 
band's family, where she resides until increasing 
Bumtyers oUige them to seek another house. In 
this state the old man is not considered as the head 
of the family, since the active duties, as well as prin- 
cipal responsibility, fall on some of the younger 
members. As these families gradually expand into 
Vsmds, tribes, or nations, the paternal authority is 
represented by the chief of each association. This 
ehieftain, however, is not hereditary ; his ability to 
be of service to his tribe, and the popularity which 
follows it, beii^ at once the foundation and measwrs 
of his authority, the exercise of which does not ex- 
tend beyond a Teprimacd'lsr*some improper i 
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"The haraiony of their private life- is indeoi se* 
eured by their ignorance of spirituous liquors, th« 
earliest and most dreadful present which civilization 
has bestowed on the other natives of the Continent. 
AJ^hough they have had so much intercourse with 
the whites, they do not appear to possess any knowl- 
edge of those dangerous luxuries: at least, they 
never inquired of us after them, which they probably 
would have done if they had ever been introduced 
among them. Indeed, we did not observe any liquor 
of an intoxicating quality used among these or any 
Indians west of the Rocky Mountains, the universal 
beverage being pure water. They, however, some* 
times sdmost intoxicate themselves with tobacco, of 
which they are excessively fond ; and the pleasure 
of which they prolong as much as possible, by re* 
taining vast quantities of the smoke at a time, till« 
after circulating through the lungs and stomach, it 
issues in volumes from the mouth and nostrils. But 
the most inveterate vice of all these people is an at* 
tachment to games of hazard, which they pursue 
with a strange and ruinous avidity. Their game« 
are of two kinds. In the first, of which we have al* 
ready given some account, one of the company as« 
sumes the office of banker, and plays against the 
rest. He takes a small stone, about the size of a 
bean, which he shifts from one hand to the other 
with great dexterity, repeating, at the same time, a 
song adapted to the game, and which serves to divert 
the attention of the company, till, having agreed ou 
the stake, he holds out his hands, and his antagonist 
wins or loses as he succeeds or fails in guessing ia 
which hand the stone is. After the banker has lost 
his money, or whenever he is tired, the stone is 
transferred to another, who in turn challenges i\m 
company. The other play is something like that of 
ninepins: the two pins are placed on the floor,. at 
ab«ut the distance of a foot from each other, and a 
amaU hole ^s made behind them. The players then 
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go about ten feet from the hole, into which they try 
to roll, between the pins, a small piece resembling 
the men used at draughts. If they succeed in get- 
ting it into the hole, they win the stake ; if the piece 
S asses between the pins, but does not go into the 
ole, nothing is won or lost ; but the wager is whol- 
ly lost if the piece rolls outside of the pins. Entire 
days are wasted at these games, which are often 
continued through the night round the blaze of their 
fires, till the last article of clothing, and even the 
last blue bead, is won from the desperate adventurer. 
*^ In traffic they are acute and intelligent, display- 
ing a dexterity and finesse that would scarcely be 
expected. They begin by asking double or treble 
its value for their merchandise, and lower their de- 
mands in proportion to the ardour or indifference of 
the purchaser : and if he expresses any anxiety, the 
smallest article, even a handful of roots, will furnish 
a whole morning's negotiation. Being naturally 
suspicious, they, of course, conceive that you are 
pursuing the same system. They therefore invari- 
ably refuse the first offer, however high, fearful that 
they or the other party may have mistaken the value 
of the merchandise, and cautiously wait for a larger 
offer. In this way, after rejecting the most extrar- 
agant prices, which we had offered merely for ex- 
periment, they would afterward importune us for a 
tenth part of what they had before refused. In this 
respect they differ from almost all Indians, who will 
generally exchange, in a thoughtless moment, the 
most valuable article they possess for any bawble 
vrhich happens to please their fancy. 

" These habits of cunning or prudence have been 
formed or increased by their being largely engaged 
in the traffic of the Columbia : of this trade, howev- 
er, the chief mart is at the Falls, where all the neigh- 
bouring nations assemble. The inhabitants of the 
plains oh the Columbia, after having passed the win- 
ter near the mountains, come down as soon as the 
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snow has left the valleys, and ariB occupied in col- 
leeting and drying roots till about the month of May. 
They then crowd to the river, and, fixing themselves 
on its north side, to avoid the incursions of the Snake 
Indians, continue fishing till about the first of Sep- 
tember, when the salmon are no longer fit for use. 
Then they bury their fish, and return to the plains, 
where they remain gathering quamash till the snow 
oMiges them to desist, when they come back to the 
Columbia, and, taking their store of fish, retire to the 
foot of the mountains and along the creeks which 
supply timber for their houses, and pass the winter 
in hunting deer or elk, which, with the aid of their 
fish, enables them to subsist till the spring, on the 
arrival of which they resume the same circle of em- 
ployments. During their residence on the rivers, 
from May to September, or, rather, before they begin 
the regular fishery, they go down to the Falls, car- 
rying with them skins, mats, silk-grass, rushes, and 
root-bread. They are here met by the Chopunnish 
and other tribes of the Rocky Mountains, who de- 
scend the Kooskooskee and Lewis Rivers for the 
purpose of selling bear-grass, horses, quamash, and 
the few skins they may have obtained by hunting, or 
in exchange for horses with the Tushepaws. 

"At the Falls they find the Chilluckittequaws, 
Eneeshurs, Echeloots, and Skilloots, which last serve 
as intermediate traders or carriers between the in- 
habitants above and below the Falls. These tribes 
prepare pounded fish for market, and the nations be- 
low bring wappatoo roots, the fish of the seacoast, 
berries, and such trinkets and small articles as they 
have procured from the whites. 

"The trade then begins. The Chopunnish and 
other Indians of the Rocky Mountains exchange the 
articles which they have brought for wappatoo, 
pounded fish, and beads. The Indians of the plains, 
being their own fishermen, take only wappatoo, hor- 
ses, beads, and other articles procured from the Eu- 
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ropeans. The Indians, however, from Lewises River 
to the Falls, consume for food or fuel all the fish which 
they take ; so that the whole stock for sale is pre- 
pared by the nations between the Towahniahiooks 
and the Falls, and amounts, as nearly as we could 
estimate, to about thirty thousand pounds, chiefly 
salmon, beyond the quantity which they use them- 
selves, or barter with the more eastern Indians. 
This is now carried down the river by the Indians 
at the Falls, and is consumed among the nations at 
the mouth of the Columbia, who, in return, give the 
fish of the seacoast, and the articles which they ob- 
tain from the whites. The neighbouring tribes 
catch large quantities of salmon and dry them, but 
they do not understand the art of drying and pound- 
ing it in the manner practised at the Falls, and, be- 
ing very fond of it. are forced to purchase it at high 
prices. This article, indeed, and the wappeitoo, form 
the principal objects of trade with the people of our 
immediate vicinity. The traffic is wholly carried on 
by water; and there are not even any roads or paths 
through the country, except across the portages 
which connect the creeks. 

" But that which chiefly gives animation to this 
trade is the visits of the whites. They arrive gen- 
erally about the month of April, and either return 
in October, or remain till that time ; during which 
period, having no establishment on shore, they an- 
chor on the north side of the bay, at the place al- 
ready described, which is a spacious and commo- 
dious harbour, perfectly secure from all except the 
south and southeast winds; and, as they leave it be- 
fore winter, they do not suflTer from these, which are 
the most usual and violent at that season.* This 
situation is also recommended bv its neighbourhood 
to fresh water, wood, and excellent timber for re- 
pairs. Here they are immediately visited by the 
tribes along the coast, by the Cathlamahs, and, last- 
ly, by the Skilloots, that numerous and active peo- 

Digitizeciby^OiOU^l^t' 



PRINCIPAL ARTICLES OF TRAFFIC. 151 

jHe who skirt the river betwieen the marshy islands 
and the Grand Rapids, as well as the Coweliskee, 
and who carry down the fish prepared by their im- 
mediate neighbours, the Chilluckittequaws, Bnee- 
shurs, and Echeeloots, residing from the Grand Rap- 
ids to the Falls, and also the articles which they 
have themselves procured in barter at the market in 
May. The principal articles of traffic now concen-' 
trated at the mouth of the Columbia consist of dress- 
ed and undressed skins of the elk, sea-otter, com- 
mon otter, beaver, common fox, spuck, and tiger- 
cat ; besides articles of less importance, as a small 
quantity of dried or pounded salmon, biscuit made 
of the chappelell root, and some of the manufac- 
tures of the neighbourhood. In return they receive 
guns (principally old British or American muskets), 
powder, ball and shot, copper and brass kettles, 
brass teakettles and coffee-pots, blankets, coarse 
scarlet and blue cloth, plates and strips of sheet 
copper and brass, large brass wire, knives, tobacco, 
fish-hooks, buttons, and a considerable quantity of 
sailors* hats, trowsersj coats, and shirts. But, as we 
have had occasion to remaik more than once, the 
objects most desired are the common cheap blue or 
white beads, of from about fifty to seventy to the 
pennyweight, which are strung on strands a fathom 
long, and sold by the yard, or the length of both 
arms. Of these, blue beads, which are called tia 
commashuckt or chief beads, hold the first rank in 
their estimation ; the most inferior kind being more 
highly prized than the finest wampum, and offering 
a temptation so strong as to induce them to part 
with their most valuable effects. Indeed, if the ex- 
ample of civilized life did not completely vindicate 
their predilection, we might wonder at their infatu- 
ated fondness for a bawble in itself so worthless. 
Yet these beads are perhaps quite as reasonable 
objects of passionate desire as the precious metals, 
since they are at once beautiful ornaments, for the 
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person, and furnish the ehief medium of trade among 
the nations on the Columbia. 

** These strangers, who visit the Columbia for the 
purpose of trade or hunting, must be either English 
or Americans. The Indians informed us that they 
spoke the same language as we did ; and, indeedy 
the few words which they have learned from the 
sailors, such as musket, powder, shot, knife, file, 
heave the lead, and other phrases, sufficiently show 
this." • • • 

*' The nations near the mouth of the Columbia en- 
joy great tranquillity, none of them being engaged 
in war. Not long since, however, some of the tribes 
were at war on the coast to the southwest, in which 
the KiUaffittcks took several prisoners. These, as 
for as we could perceive, were treated very kindly, 
and, though nominally slaves, they had been adopted 
into the Sunilies of their masters, the young ones 
being placed on the same footing with their cluldrea. 

*' 1^ month of February and the greater part of 
March were passed much in the same mannet. 
Every day, parties as large aa we could spare frons 
our other occupations were sent out to hunt, and we 
were thus enabled to command some days' provision 
in advance. This consisted chiefly of deer and elk 
meat : the first was very lean, and by ne means as 
good as that of the elk, which, though it had been 
poor, was getting better : it was, inde^, our chief de- 
pendance. At this season of the year the animals 
are in much better order in the prairies near the point, 
where they feed on grass ana rushes, considerable 
quantities of which remain green, than in the woody 
country up the Netul. There they subsist on whor* 
tleberry bushes and fern, but chiefly on an evergreen 
called Motfsn, resembling the laurel, which abounds 
through all the timberedlands, particularly along the 
bfoken sides of hills. Towards the latter end of 
February, however, they left the prairies near Point 
Adams, and retired back to the hills ^ but, fortunately, 
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at the same time the sturgeon and anchovies began 
to appear, and afforded us a delicious variety of food. 
The party on the seacoast continued to supply us 
with salt." • • • 

^* The neighbouring tribes still visited us for the 
purpose of trading, or to smoke with us. On the 
21st, a Chinnook chief, whom we had not before 
seen, came over with twenty-five of his men. His 
name was Taheum : a man about fifty years of age, 
of a larger stature and bettier carriage than most of 
his nation. We received him with the usual cere- 
monies, gave the p^rty something to eat, smoked 
very freely with them all, and presented the chief 
with a small medal. They seemed well satisfied 
with their treatment ; but, though we were willing to 
show the chief every civility, we could not dispense 
with our rule of not suffering a large number of stran- 
gers to sleep in the fort. They therefore leA us at 
sunset. On the 24ih, Comowool, who was by far the 
tnost friendly and decent savage we had seen in this 
neighbourhood, came with a large party of Clatsops, 
bringing, among other articles, sturgeon, and a smaU 
fish which had just begun to make its appearance m 
the Columbia." 

As the elk were now less plentiful, they subsisted 
on fish whenever they could take them, or their lim- 
ited means would procure them from the Indians. 
There were a considerable number of invalids in the 
party, the principal complaint being a sort of influ- 
enza, which they ascribed to the nature of the cli- 
mate. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Difficulty of procuring the Memos of Sabsittence. — ^Thej deter* 
mine to start oo their Journev to the Mountains. — They leave 
with the Indians a written Memorandum, giving an Accoont 
of their having penetrated to the Pacific by the way of tfat 
Missouri and Coianibia« and aorose the Rocky Mountains.— 
The Partv commence their- Retom.~Dexterity oY the Cath^ 
lamah Indians in Carving.— The Coweliskee River. — Hospi- 
tality of the Natives.— Insunce of the extreme Voracity of the 
Vulture. — The Party are visited by many strange Indians, all 
of whom are kind and hospitable.— Scarcity of Game, and 
Smbairassments on that Accoont.— Captain Clarke discoveis 
ft Tribe not seen in the Descent down the Columbia. — Partic- 
ular Description of the Multnomah Village and River. — Mount 
Jefierson.— Captain Clarke's Account of the Neerchokio 
Tribe, and of their Architecture.— Their Sufieiings from 
Stnallpoz. 

'^Mart reasons,*' contiiraes the Joiumal, "hadde^ 
termined us to remain at Fort Clatsop till the 1st of 
April. Besides the want of fuel in the plains on the 
Columbia, and the impracticability of passing the 
mountams before the beginning o^ June, we were 
anxious to see some of the foreign traders, from 
whom, by means of our ample letters of credit, we 
might recruit our exhausted stores of merchandise; 
Afc»ut the mid(Ue of March, however, wo became 
seriously alarmed for ^e want of food : the elk, our 
chief dependance, had at length deserted their usual 
haunts in our neighbourhood, and retreated to the 
mountains. We were too poor to purchase other 
food from the Indians, so that we were sometimes 
reduced, notwithstanding all the exertions of our 
hunters, to a single day's provision in advance. 
The men, too, whom the constant rains and confine- 
ment had rendered unhealthy, might, we hoped, be 
benefited by quitting the coast, ancl resuming the ex- 
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ercise of travelling. We determined, therefore, to 
leave Fort Clatsop, ascend the river slowly, spend 
the remainder of March in the woody country, 
where we hoped to find subsistence, and in this 
way reach the plains about the first of April, before 
which time it would be fruitless to attempt crossing 
them ; and for this purpose we now began our prep* 
arations. 

** During the winter we had been very industrious 
in dressing skins, so that we had now a sufficient 
quantity of clothing, besides between three and four 
hundred pairs of moccasins. But the whole stock of 
goods on which we were to depend, both for the 
purchase of horses and of food, during the long tour 
of nearly four thousand miles, was so much dimin-> 
ished that it might all be tied in two handkerchiefs* 
We had, in fact, nothing but six blue robes, one of 
searlet, a coat and hat of the United States artillery 
vniforra, dire robes made of our large flag, and a few 
dd clothes trimmed with riband. We therefore felt 
that our chief dependance must be on our guns, 
which, fortunately, were all in good order, as we had 
taken the precaution of bringing a number of extra 
locks, and one of our men provai to be an excellent 
artist in that way. The powder had been secured 
in leaden canisters, and though on many occasions 
they had been under water, it had remained per- 
fectly dry, and we how found ourselves in posses- 
sion of one hundred and forty pounds of powder, and 
twice that weight of lead, a stock quite sufficient for 
the route homeward. 

" After much trafficking, we at last succeeded in 
purchasing a canoe for a uniform coat and half a 
carrot of tobacco, and took another from the ClaU 
sops, by way of reprisal for some elk which they 
had stolen from us in. the winter. We were now 
ready to leave, but the rain prevented us for several 
days from caulking the canoes, and we were forced 
to wait for calm weather before we could attempt 
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to pass Point William. In the mean time we were 
visited by many of our neighbours, for the purpose 
of taking leave of us. The Clatsop Comowool 
had been the most friendly and hospitable of all the 
Indians in this quarter: we therefore gave him a 
certificate of the kindness and attention which we 
had received, from him, and added a more substan- 
tial proof of our gratitude— the gift of all our houses 
and furniture. To the Chinnook chief Delashelwilt 
we gave a certificate of the same kind $ and distrib- 
uted among the natives several papers (one of which 
we also posted up in the fort), to the following ef- 
fect : 

*' The object of this is, that through the medium 
of some civilized person who may see the same, it 
may be made known to the world that the party, 
consisting of the persons whose names are hereunto 
annexed, and who were sent out by the government 
of the United States to explore the interior of the 
continent of North America, did cross the same by 
the way of the Missouri and Columbia Rivers, to the 
discbarge of the latter into the Pacific Ocean, where 
they arrived on the 14th day of November, 1805, and 
departed the 23d day of March, 1806, on their return 
to the United States, by the same route by which 
they had come out.'* On- the back of some of these 

* By a singular casualty this note fell into the possession of 
Captain Hill, who, while on the coast of the Pacific, procured it 
from the natives. This note was taken by him to Canton, from 
whence it was brought to the United States. The following is 
an extract of a letter from a gentleman at Canton to his fh^ 
in Philadelphia : 

Extract of a Utter from — to— m Phiiadtlphia, 

Canton, Januaiy, 1807. 

I wrote you last by the Governor Strong, Cleveland, for Boe» 
ton ; the present is by the brig Lydia, Hill, of the same place. 

Captain Hill, while on the coast, met some Indian natives 
near the mouth of the Columbia River, who delivered to him a 
paper, of which I enclose you a copy. It had been committed to 
their charge by Cap/ains Clarke and Lewis, who had penetrated 
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papers we sketched the connexion of the upper 
branches of the Missouri and Columbia Rivers, with 
Our route, and the track which we intended to fol* 
low on our return." • • • 

'' The rains and wind still confined us to the fort ; 
but at last our provisions were reduced to a single 
day's stock, and it became absolutely necessary to 
remove : we therefore sent a few hunters ahead, 
and stopped the rents in the boats as well as we 
could with mud. 

'' March 83. The canoes were loaded) and at one 
o'clock in the afternoon we took a final leave of Fort 
Clatsop. The wind was still high, but we must have 
remained without provisions, and we hoped to be 
able to double Point William. We had scarcely 
left the fort, when we met Delashelwilt and a party 
of twenty Chinnooks, who, understanding that we 
had been trying to procure a canoe, had brought one 
for sale. Being, however, already supplied, we left 
them, and, after getting out of Meriwether's Bay, 
began to coast along the south side of the river. 
We doubled Point William without any accident, 
and at six o'clock reached, at the distance of sixteen 
miles from Fort Clatsop, the mouth of a small creek, 
where we found our hunters." • • • 

Starting immediately after breakfast the next 
morning, at one o'clock they reached the Cathlamah 
village, opposite to the SeaJ Islands, and which has 
been already mentioned. ^' These people," says the 
Journal, *' seem to be more fond of carving in wood 

to the Pacific Ocean. The original is a rough draught with a pen 
of their outward route, and that which they intended returning 
bj. Just below the juhction of Madison's fRiver they found an 
immense fall of three hundred and euety-tnoo feet perpendicular. 
This, 1 believe, exceeds in magnitude any other known. From 
the natives Captain Hill learned that thiny were all in good 
health and spirits ; had met many difficulties on their progress 
from Tarious tribes of Indians, but had found them about the 
Boarces of the Missouri very friendly, as were those on Oolum- 
bia River and the coast.— iYo(« of the original Editor, 
Vol. 11- -0 ^ , 
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than their neighbours, and have various specimens 
of their workmanship about their houses. Thm 
broad piece supporting the roof and the boaid 
through which ihe doors are cut are the objecis «a 
which they chiefly display their ingenuity, being or« 
namented with curious figures, sometimes repre^ 
senting persons in a sitting posture supporting « 
burden. On cesuratng our route among the Seal 
Islands w« mistook our way» which an Indian 6b* 
serving, he pursued us and put us in the right chaa* 
Mel. Soon, (however, he soo^what embarn^seed us 
.by claiming the canoe we had taken from the Clat- 
sops, and which he declared to be his property. We 
had found it among the Clatsops, and seised it, ae 
has been already statedi by way of reprisal for » 
theft committed by that nation ; but, being unwilling 
to do an act of ii^ustice to this Indian, and having 
no time to discuss the question of right, we com* 
promised the matter with him for an elkskio, with 
which he returned perfectly satisfied." * ^ • Aflter 
making a distance of fifteen miles, they eneaoipecl 
opposite to the lower village of the Wahkiacums. 

The two following days they ascended the river 
about thirty^three mUes, meeting with diflferent {av- 
ties of the Clatsops and Cathiamahs, from whem 
they obtained a small supply of fish, while their 
hunters succeeded in killing a goose and three ea» 
gles. 

** March 07. We set out early^" continues the 
Journal, '' and were soon joined by some Skilloota 
with fish and roots for sale^ At ten o^clock we 
stopped to breakfast at two houses of the same na*^ 
tion, where we found our hunters, who had not re* 
turned to camp last night, but had killed nothing* 
The inhabitants seemed very kind and hospitiMe* 
They gave almost the whole party as much as they 
could eat of dried anchovies, wappatoo^ sturgeon, 
fwanash^ and a small white tuberous root, two ineh<« 
es long, and as thick as a man's finger, whicl^ when 
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eaten raw, is crisp, milky, and of an agreeable fla- 
Tour. They also urged us to remain with them all 
the day, and hunt elk and deer, which they said were 
abundant in the neighbourhood; but, as the weather 
would not permit us to dry and pitch our canoes, we 
declined their invitation, and proceeded. At the dis- 
tance of two miles we passecf the entrance of Cowe- 
liskee River. This stream discharges itself on the 
north side of the Columbia, about three miles above 
a remarkably high rocky knoll, the south side of 
which it washes in passing, and which is separa- 
ted from the northern hills by a wide bottom several 
miles in extent. The Coweliskee is one hundred 
and fifty yards wide, deep and navigable, as the In- 
dians assert, for a considerable distance, and most 
probably waters the country west and north of the 
range of mountains which cross the Columbia be- 
tween the Oreat Falls and Rapids. On the lower 
side of this river, a few miles from its entrance into 
the Columbia, is the principal village of the Skil- 
loots, a numerous people, differing, however, neither 
in language, dress, nor manners from the Clatsops, 
Chinnooks, and other nations at the mouth of the 
Columbia. With the Chinnooks they have lately 
been at war, and, though hostilities have ceased, 
they have not yet resumed their usual intercourse, 
80 that the Skilloots do not go down as far as the 
sea, nor do the Chinnooks come higher up than the 
Seal Islands, the trade between them being cJirried 
on by the Clatsops, Cathlamahs, and Wahkiacums, 
their mutual friends. On this same river, above the 
Skilloots, resides a nation called HuUooeteU, of 
whom we learned nothing except that they were 
numerous." • ♦ • They halted late in the evening, 
after making twenty miles, having been enabled to 
parchase of the natives a plentiful supply of fish and 
roots at a very moderate price. 

The next day they set out as usual, but after pro- 
eeeding five miles they landed on Deer Island, where, 
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the weather becoming (air, they concladec^ to remauii 
for the purpose of drying their baggage and pitching 
their boats. ^* Our hunters," proceeds the Journal, 
'* brought in three deer, a goose, some ducks, an 
eagle, and a tiger-cat ; but such is the extreme vora- 
city of the vultures, that they had devoured in the 
space of a few hours four of the deer killed in the 
morning ; and one of our men declared that they had, 
besides, dragged a large buck about thirty yards, skin- 
ned it, and broke the back-bone. We were visited 
during the day by a large canoe with ten Indians of 
the Quatblapotle nation, who reside about seventeen 
miles farther up. 

" March 29. At an early hour we proceeded along 
the side of Deer Island, and halted for breakfast at 
the upper end of it, where is properly the commence- 
ment of the great Columbian Valley. We were join- 
ed here by three men of the Towahnahiook nation, 
with whom we proceeded, till at the distance of four- 
teen miles from our camp of last evening we reach^ 
a large inlet or arm of the river, about three hundred 
yards wide, up which they went to their villages. A 
short distance above this inlet, a considerable river 
empties itself on the north side of the Columbia ; its 
name is Chawahnahiooks. It is about one hundred 
and fifty yards wide, and discharges a large body of 
water, though the Indians assured us that at a short 
distance above its mouth the navigation is obstructed 
by falls and rapids. Three miles beyond the inlet is 
an island near the north shore of the river, behind 
the lower end of which was a village of Quathlapo- 
tles, where we landed about three o'clock. This vil- 
lage consisted of fourteen large wooden houses. The 
people received us very kindly, and voluntarily spread 
before us anchovies and wappatoo ; but, as soon as we 
had finished enjoying their hospitality, if it deserves 
that name, they began to ask for presents. They 
were, however, perfectly satisfied with the trifling 
articles which we distributed among them, and equai« 
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It pleased with our purchasing some wappatoof twelTe 
dogs, and two sea-otter skins. We also gave to the 
chief a small medal, which he soon transferred to 
his tvife. After remaining some time we embariced, 
and, coasting along this island, which, after the nation, 
we called Quathlapotle Island, encamped for the night 
in a small prairie on the north side of the Columbia, 
having made by estimate nineteen miles. The river 
was rising fast. In the course of the day we saw 
great numbers of geese, ducks, and lar^e and small 
swans, which last were very abundant m the ponds 
where the wappatoo grew, as they feed much on that 
root. We also observed the crested kingfisher, and 
the large and small blackbird; and in the evening 
heard, without seeing, the large hooting-owl. Froes, 
which we did not find in the wet marshes near the 
entrance of the Columbia, were now croaking in the 
swamps and marshes, with precisely the same note 
as in the United States. Garter-snakes appeared in 
vast numbers, and were seen in the prairies in large 
bundles of forty or fifty entwined round each other. 
Among the moss on the rocks we observed a species 
of small wild onions, growing so closely togetner as 
to form a perfect turf, and equal in flavour to the 
chives of our gardens, which they resemble in ap- 
pearance also. 

" March 30. Soon after our departure we were met 
by three Clanaminanums, one of whom we recog- 
nised as our companion yesterday. He pressed us 
▼ery much to visit his countrymen on the inlet, but 
we had no time to make the circuit, and parted. We 
had not proceeded far before a party of Claxtars and 
Cathlacumups passed us in two canoes, on their way 
down the river ; and soon after we were met by sev- 
eral other canoes, filled with Indians of different 
tribes on each side of the river. We also passed 
several fishing camps on Wappatoo Island, and then 
halted for breakfast on the north side of ^he river, 
near tiur camp of the 4th of November. Here we 
02 
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were visited by several canoes from two villages on 
Wappatoo Island : the first, about two miles farther 
up, was called Clahnaquah ; the other, a mile above 
it, Multnomah. After higgling much in the manner 
of those on the seacoast, these Indians gave us a 
sturgeon, with some wappatoo and pashequaw, in ex- 
change for a few small fisn* hooks. As we proceeded 
we were joined by other Indians, and ojn coming op- 
posite to the Clahnaquah village, we were shown 
another village, about two miles from the river on 
the northeast side, and behind a pond running paral- 
lel with it. Here they said the tribe called Shotos 
resided. About four o'clock the Indians all left us. 
Their chief object in accompanying us appeared to 
have been to gratify their curiosity ; but, though they 
behaved in the most friendly manner, most of them 
were furnished with their instruments of war. About 
sunset we reached a beautiful prairie, opposite to the 
middle of what we had called Image-Canoe Island ; 
and, having made twenty- three miles, encamped for 
the night." • ♦ • 

The next day thev proceeded twenty-five miles, 
passing a considerable stream from the north, which 
they called Seal River, and encamped opposite to 
the upper entrance of Quicksand River. The latter 
stream they ascertained, from the accounts of the 
Indians and by their own examination, to be much 
less extensive than they had supposed in passing it 
on their way down. They remained here till the 
6th of April, for the purpose of collecting a stock of 
provisions. Several parties of Indians were met de- 
scending the river in quest of food. ** They told us," 
says the Journal, '* that they lived at the Great Rap- 
ids; but that the scarcity of provisions there had 
induced them to come down, in the hopes of finding 
subsistence in the more fertile valley. All the peo- 
ple living at the Rapids, as well as the nations above 
them, were in much distress for want of food, having 
consumed their winter store of dried fish, and not 
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expecting the return of the salmon before the next 
full moon, which would be on the 3d of May : this 
information was not a little embarrassing. From 
the Falls to the Chopunnish nation, the plains afford- 
ed neither deer, elk, nor antelope for our subsist- 
ence. The horses were very poor at this season, 
and the dogs must be in the same condition, if their 
food, the dried fish, had failed. Still, it was obviously 
inexpedient for us to wait for the return of the salm- 
on, since in that case we might not reach the 
Missouri before the ice would prevent our navigating 
it. We might, besides, hazard the loss of our 
horses, as the Chopunnish, with whom we had left 
them, would cross the mountains as early as possi- 
ble, or about the beginning of May, and take our 
horses with them, or suffer them to disperse, in either 
of which cases the passage of the mountains will be 
almost impracticable. We therefore, after much de- 
liberation, decided to remain where we were till we 
could collect meat enough to last us till we should 
reach the Chopunnish nation, and to obtain canoes 
from the natives as we ascended, either in exchange 
for our pirogues, or by purchasing them with skins 
and merchandise. These canoes, again, we might 
exchange for horses with the natives of the plains, 
till we should obtain enough to travel altogetner by 
land. On reaching the southeast branch of the Co- 
lumbia, four ox five men could be sent on to the 
Chopunnish to have our horses in readiness,; and 
thus we should have a stock of horses sufficient 
both to transport our baggage and supply us with 
food, as we now perceived that they would form out 
only certain dependance for subsistence. 

•' The hunters returned from the (»pposite side of 
the river with some deer and elk, which were abun- 
dant there, as were also the tracks of the black bear, 
while on the. north side we could kill nothing. 

**In the course of our dealings to-day we pur- 
chased a canoe from an Indian for six fathoms of 
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wampum beads. He seemed perfectly satisfied, anfl 
went away ; but returned soon after, cancelled the 
bargain, and, giving back tbe wampum, requested as 
to restore the canoe. To this we consented, as we 
knew that this method of trading was very common, 
and deemed perfectly fair, 

" April 2. Being now determined to collect as 
much game as possible, two parties, consisting of 
nine men, were sent over the fiver to hunt, and three 
were ordered to range the country on the side where 
we were, while the rest were employed in cutting 
up and scaffolding the meat which had been already 
brought in. About eight o^cIock several canoes ar> 
rived with visiters, and among the rest were two 
young men who were pointed out as Cushooks. 
They said that their nation resided at the falls of a 
large river, which emptied itself into the south side 
of the Columbia a few miles above us; and they 
drew a map of the country with a coal, on a mat. 
In order to satisfy himself as to the truth of this 
information. Captain Clarke persuaded one of the 
young Cushooks, by a present of a buraing-glass, to 
accompany him to the river, in search of which he 
immediately set out with a canoe and seven of otn* 
men. After his departure other canoes arrived, 
bringing families of women and children, who con- 
firmed the accounts of scarcity above. One of these 
families, consisting of ten or twelve persons, ei>> 
camped near us, and behaved perfectly well. The 
hunters on our side of the river returned with the 
skins only of two deer, the animals themselves being 
too lean for use. 

*' April 3. A considerable number of Indians 
crowded about us to-day, many of them from the 
upper part of the river. These poor wretches gave 
a dismal account of the scarcity prevailing there; 
which, indeed, their appearance sufBciently proved, 
for they seemed almost starved, and greedily picked 
the bones and refuse meat thrown away by us. 
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** In the evening Captain Clarke returned from his 
excursion. On setting out yesterday at half past 
eleven o'clock, he directed his course along the south 
mde of the river, where, at the distance of eight 
miles, he passed a village of the Nechacohee tribe, 
belonging to the Eloot nation. The village itself 
was small, and, being situated behind Diamond Isl- 
and, was concealed from our view, as we had pass- 
ed, both Umes along the northern shore. He pro- 
ceeded onward till three o'clock, when he landed 
near a single house, the only remains of a village of 
twenty-four straw huts. Along the shore were great 
numbers of small canoes for receiving wappatoo, 
having been left here by the Shahalas, who visit the 
place annually. The present inmates of the house 
were part of the Neerchokioo tribe of the same na- 
tion. On entering one of the apartments of the 
house. Captain Clarke offered several articles to the 
Indians in exchange for wappatoo ; but they appeared 
sullen and ill humoured, and refused to give him any. 
He therefore sat down by the fire opposite to the 
men, and, drawing a portfire match from his pocket, 
threw a small piece of it into the flames ; at the 
same time he took out his pocket compass, and by 
means of a magnet which happened to be in his ink- 
hom^ made the needle turn round very briskly. The 
match immediately took fire and burned violently, 
on which the Indians, terrified at this strange exhi- 
bition, brought a quantity of wappatoo and laid it at 
his feet, begging him to put out the bad fire ; while 
an old woman continued to speak with great vehe- 
mence, as if praying, and imploring protection. Af- 
ter receiving the roots. Captain Clarke put up the 
compass, and, as the match went out of itself, tran- 
auillity was restored, though the women and chil- 
dren still sought refuge in their beds and behind the 
men. He now pdd them for what he had used, and, 
after lighting his pipe and smoking with them, con- 
tinued down the river. He found that what we had 
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called Image-Cafloe Island consisted of three islands, 
the one in the middle concealing the opening be. 
tween the other two in such a way as to presmit ta 
us on the opposite side of the river the appearance 
of a single island. At the lower point of the third, 
and thirteen miles below the last village, he enteted 
tibe mouth of a large river, which was concealed l^ 
three small islands at its mouth from those who de- 
scend or ascend the Columbia. This river, whick 
the Indians call Multnomah, from a nation of tk» 
same name residing near it on Wappaloo Island, ea- 
ters the Columbia one hundred and fcnrty miles from 
the mouth of the latter river, of which it may justly be 
considered as forming one fourth, though it had now 
fallen eighteen inches below its greatest anaoal 
height. From its entrance Mount Regmer bean 
nearly north, and Mount St. Helen north, with a vert 
high humped mountain a little to the east of it, whidt 
seems to lie in the same chain with the eonic^potnt- 
ed mountains before mentioned. Mount Hood bora 
due east, and Captain Clarke now discovered to the 
southeast a mountain which we had not yet seen, 
and to which he gave the name of Moont Jefferson. 
Like Mount St. Helen, its figure is a regular cone, 
covered with snow, and it is probably of equal height 
with that mountain, though,.being more distant, se 
large a portion of it did not appear above the ra^gs 
of mountain which lie between these alkd the pomt 
where they were. Soon after entering the Mnltnoo 
mah he was met by an old Indian descending the 
river alone in a canoe. After some conversatioa 
with him, the pilot informed Captain Clarke that 
this old man belonged to the Clackamos nation, viiie 
reside on a river forty miles up the Multnomah. 
The current of this latter river is as gentle as that 
of the Ci^umbia, its surface is smooth and even, and 
it appears to possess water enough for the lai|feet 
ship, since, on sounding with a line of five fathom^ 
he could find no bottom for at least one thhrd c^ ttM 
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wyth of tlie Btreanit At the distance of seven miles 
lie passed a sluice or opening on the right, eighty 
yards wide, which separates Wappatoo Island from 
the continent by emptying itself into the inlet be- 
low. Three miles farther up he reached a large 
-wooden house on the east side, where he intended 
to sleep; but on entering the rooms he found such 
swarms of ileas, that he preferred lying on the 
ground near by 4 The guide informed him that this 
house was the temporary residence of the Nemal^ 
quinner tribe of the Cushook nation, who reside just 
below the falls of the Multnomah, but come down 
here occasionally to collect uxippatoe : it was thirty 
feet long and forty deep, built of broad boards, and 
covered with the bark of white cedar, the floor be* 
inf on a level with the surface of the earth, and the 
arrangement of the interior like that of the houses 
Hear the seacoast. The former inhabitants had left 
their canoes, mats, bladders, train oil, baskets, bowlS) 
and trenchers lying about the house at the mercy 
of every visiter ; a proof, indeed, of their respect for 
the property of each other, though we had had very 
conclusive evidence that the property of white men 
was not deemed equally sacred. The guide inform* 
ed him farther, that at a small distance above there 
Were two hapofis, on which were a number of small 
houses belonging to the Cushooks, but that they^ad 
then all gone up to the falls of the Multnomah for 
the purpose of fishing. 

'* Early the next morning Captain Clarke proceeded 
up the river, which during the night had fallen about 
five inches. At the distance of two miles he came 
to the centre of a bend under the high lands on the 
right side, from which its course, as far as could be 
discerned, was to the east of southeast. At this 
place the Multnomah is five hundred yards wide^ 
and for half that distance across a cord of five, fath-^ 
oms would not reach the bottom. It appears to be 
wafthiog away its banksi and has more sand-bars 
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«ild willow-points than the Columbia. Its regultfi 
gentle current, the depth, smoothness, and uniformi^ 
ty with which it rolls its vast body o( water, proves 
that its supplies are at once distant and^teady; nor« 
judging from its appearance and course, is it rash to 
believe that the Multnomah and its tributary streams 
water the vast extent of country between the western 
mountains and those of the seacoast, as far, perhaps, 
as the Gulf of California. At about eleven o'clock 
he again reached the house of the Neerchokioos, in 
which he now found eight families ; but they were 
all so much alarmed at his presence, notwithstand- 
ing^ his visit yesterday, that he remained a very few 
minutes only. Soon after setting out he met five 
canoes, filled with the same numl^r of families, be- 
longing to the Shahala nation. They were descend- 
ing the river in search of food, and seemed very de- 
sirous of coming alongside, the boat ; but, as there 
were n twenty-one of them, and the guide said that 
these Shahalas, as well as their relations at the 
house we had just lefY, were all mischievous, bad 
men, they were not suffered to approach. 

" At three o'clock he halted for an hour at the 
Nechecolee house, where his guide resided. This 
large building was two hundred and twenty- six feet 
in front, entirely above ground, and might be con- 
sidered as a single house, since the whole was un- 
der one roof: otherwise it appeared more like a 
range of buildings, as it was divided into seven dis- 
tinct apartments, each thirty feet square, by means 
of broad poles set on end, and reaching from the 
floor to the roof. The apartments were separated 
from each other by a passage or alley four feet wide, 
extending through the whole depth of the house, 
and the only entrance to them was from these al- 
leys, through a small hole about twenty-two inches 
wide, and not more than three feet high. The roof 
was formed of rafters and round poles laid on theni 
longitudinally; the whole being covered with a doo- 
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Me TOW of the bark of the white cedar, extetidkif 
from the top eighteen inches over the eavesi and se* 
cured as well as kept smooth by splinters of dried 
fir inserted through it at regular distances. In this 
manner the roof was made hght, strong, and dura* 
ble. Near this house were the remains of several 
other large buildings, sunk in the ground, and con-* 
structed like those we had seen at the Great Nar* 
rows of the Columbia, belonging to the Eloots, with 
whom these people claim affinity. In manners and 
dress these Nechecolees differ but little from the 
Qaathlapotles, and others of this neighbourhood ; but 
their language is the same used by the Eloots, and 
though it has some words in common with the dia« 
lects spoken here, yet its whole structure is obvi- 
ously different. The men, too, are of larger stature, 
and both sexes better formed than among the na- 
tions below ; and the females are distinguished by 
wearing larger and longer robes (which Are gener* 
ally of deerskin dressed in the hair) than time of 
the neighbouring tribes. In the house there Were 
several old people of both sexes, who were treated 
with much respect, and still seemed healthy, though 
most of them were perfectly blind. On inquiring 
the cause of the decline of their village, an old man, 
the father of the. guide, and a person of some dis- 
tinction, broo^t n>rwaTd a woman very much pit- 
ted with the small|K>x, and said that, when a ^rl, she 
was very near dying with the disorder which had 
left those mailcs, and that all the inhabitants of the 
houses now in ruins had fallen victims to the same 
disease. From ihe apparent age of the woman 
then, connected with what it was at the time of her 
illness. Captain Clarke judged that this sickness 
must have been about thirty years before, or about 
the period we had supposed that the smallpox prob- 
ably prevailed on the seacoast 

^ He then entered into a long conversation in re- 
gard to the adjacent country and its inhabitants, the 
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old man repl3rinff to his questions with great iDteIH> 
gence ; and at the close he drew with his finger in 
the dust a sketch of the Multnomah, and of Wappa- 
too Island. This Captain Clarke copied and pre- 
served. He then purchased five dogs, and, taking 
leave of the Nechecolee village, returned to camp.** 



CHAPTER IX. 

Dwcrf ption of Wippatoo Island, and of the Mode in which the 
Natives gather the Wappatoo Root.— Character of the Sofl 
and its Productions.— Numerous Tribes residing in its Vicm- 
itjr.— Proba\)iIity that they were all of the Multnomah Tribe 
originally, inferred from Similsrity of Dress, Manners, Lan- 
guaffe, &c.— Description of their Dress, Weapons of War, and 
Mocre of burying the Dead.— Description of another ViUage, 
called the Wahclellah Village.— Their Mode of Architecture. 
—Extraordinary Height of Beacon Rock.— Unihendly Char- 
hcter of the Indians at that Place.— The Party, alarmed for 
their Safety, resolve to indict summary Vengeance, in casb 
the Wahclellah Tribe persist in their Outrages and Insults.— 
Interview with the Chief of that Tribe, aod Confidence reeto- 
red.— Difficulty of drawing the Canoes over the Rapids^— 
Visited by a Party of the Yehugh Tribe.- Brief Notice of the 
Weocksockwillackum Tribe.— Curious Phenomenon observ« 
ed in the Columbia, from the Rapids to the Chilluckittequaws. 

" Ai^RiL 4. The hunters were still out in every di- 
rection. Those from the opposite side of the river 
returned with a bear and some venison; but the flesh 
of six deer and an elk which they had killed was so 
meaner and unfit for use that they had left it in the 
woods. Two other deer were brought in ; but, as 
the game was all poor, we despatched a large party 
to some low grounds on the souths six miles above 
us, to hunt there until our arrival. As usual, many 
Indians came to our camp, some of them descend- 
ing the river with their fomilies, and others from 
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below, with no object except to gratify their curi- 
osity. 

" The visit of Captain Clarke to the MuUnomahs, 
and information obtained from other sources, now 
enabled us to give some account of the neighbouring 
countries and nations. The most important spot is 
Wappatoo Island, a large tract lying between the 
Multnomah and an arm of the Columbia, which we 
called Wappatoo Inlet, and separated from the main 
land by a sluice eighty yards wide, which at the dis- 
tance of seven miles up the Multnomah connects 
that river with the inlet. The island thus formed 
is about twenty miles Ions, and varies in breadth 
from five to ten miles. The land is high, and ex- 
tremely fertile ; and on most parts is covered with 
a heavy growth of cottonwood, ash, the large-leafed 
ash, and sweet willow, the black alder common on 
the co^st having now disappeared. But the chief 
wealth of this island is found in the numerous ponds 
in the interior, which abound with the common ar- 
rowhead (sagittaria sagittifolia), to the root of which 
is attached a bulb growing beneath it in the mud. 
This bulb, to which the Indians give the name of 
wappatoo, is their great article of food, and almost 
the staple article of commerce on the Columbia. It 
is never out of season ; so that at all times of the 
year the valley is frequented by the neighbouring 
Indians, who come to gather it. It is collected 
chiefly by the women, who employ for the purpose 
canoes from ten to fourteen feet in length, about 
two feet wide, nine inches deep, and tapering from 
the middle. They are sufficient to contain a single 
person and several bushels of roots, yet so very light 
that a woman can carry them with ease. She takes 
one of these canoes into a pond where the water is 
as high as the breast, and by means of her toes sep- 
arates this bulb from the root, which, on being freed 
from the mud, rises immediately to the surface of 
the water, and is thrown into the canoe. In this 
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manner these patient females will remain in the wa* 
ter for several hours, even in the depth of winter. 
This plant is found throughout the whole extent of 
the valley in which we then were, but does not grow 
on the Columbia farther east. 

" This valley is bounded on the west by the mount- 
ainous country bordering the coast, from which it 
extends eastward thirty miles in a direct line, to the 
range of mountains crossing the Columbia above 
the Great Falls : its length from north to south we 
were unable to determine, but we believed it to ex- 
tend in this direction a great distance. It is, in fact, 
the only desirable situation for a settlenfient on the 
western side of the Rocky Mountains; and, being 
naturally fertile, would, if properly cultivated, afford 
subsistence for forty or fiAy thousand souls. The 
high lands are generally of a dark rich loam, not 
much encumbered with stones, and, though waving, 
by no means too steep for cultivation : a few miles 
from the river they widen, at least on the north side, 
into rich, extensive prairies. The timber on them 
is abundant, and consists almost exclusively of the 
several species of fir already described, some of the 
trees growing to a great height. We measured a 
fallen tree of that species, and found that, including 
the stump of about six feet, it was three hundred 
and eighteen feet in length, though its diameter was 
only three feet. The dogwood is also abundant on 
the uplands : it differs from that of the United States 
in having a much smoother bark, and in being much 
larger, the trunk attaining a diameter of nearly two 
feet. There is some white cedar of a large size, 
but no pine of any kind. In the bottom lands are 
the Cottonwood, ash, large>leafed ash, and sweet 
willow ; interspersed with which are the pashequaw^ 
shanataque^ and compound fern, of which the natives 
use the roots. The red flowering currant abounds 
on the uplands, while along the river bottoms grow 
luxuriantly the water-cress, strawberry, cinquefoil, 
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narrow dock, sandmsh, and the flowering pea. 
There is also a species of the bear's-claw, but the 
large-leafed thorn had disappeared, nor did we see 
any longer the whortleberry, the shallun^ nor any of 
the other evergreen shrubs bearing berries, except a 
species the leaf of which has a prickly margin. 

"Among the ani(nais we observed the martin, 
small geese, the small speckled woodpecker with a 
white back, the blue-crested corvus, ravens, crows, 
eagles, vultures, and hawks. The mellow bug and 
long-legged spider, .as well as the butterfly, blowing- 
fly, and tick, had already made their appearance ; but 
none of these are different from insects of the same 
'sort in the United States. The moschetoes, too, had 
resumed their visits, but were not yet troublesome. 

'* The nations who inhabit this fertile neighbour- 
hood are very numerous. The Wappatoo Inlet, 
three hundred yards wide, extends for ten or twelve 
miles to the south, as far as the hills, near which it 
receives the waters of a small creek, whose sources 
are not far from those of the Killamuck River. On 
that creek reside the Clackstar nation, a numer- 
ous people of twelve hundred souls, who subsist on 
fish and wappatoo, ^n& trade, by means of the Kil- 
lamuck River, with the nation of that name on the 
seacoast. Lower down the inlet, towards the Co- 
lumbia, is the tribe called Cathlacumup. On the 
sluice which connects the inlet with the Multnomah 
are the Cathlanahquiah and Cathlacomatup tribes; 
and on Wappatoo Island the Clannahminamuns and 
Clahnaquahs. Immediately opposite, near the Tow- 
ahnahiooks, are the Quathlapotles, and higher up, on 
the side of the Columbia, the Shotos. All these 
tribes, as well as the Cathlahaws, who live some- 
what lower on the river, and have an old village on 
Deer Island, may be considered as parts of the great 
Multnomah nation, which has its principal residence 
on Wappatoo Island, near the mouth of the large 
river to which they give their name. Forty miles 
P2 
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above its junction with the Columbia, this river re-, 
ceives the waters of the Clackamos, a river which 
may be traced through a woody and fertile country 
to its sources in Mount Jefferson, almost to the foot 
of which it is navigable for canoes. A nation of the 
same name resides in eleveh villages along its bor- 
ders: they live chiefly on fish and roots, which 
abound in the Clackamos and along its banks, though 
they sometimes descend to the Columbia to gather 
wappatooj where they cannot be distinguished in 
dress, manner, or language from the tribes of the 
Multnomahs. Two days* journey from the Colum- 
bia, or about twenty miles beyond the entrance of 
the Clackamos, are the Falls of the Multnomah. At 
this place reside the Cushooks and Chaheowahs, 
two tribes that are attracted there by the fish, and 
by the convenience of trading across the mountains, 
and down theKillamuck Riv^r, with the Killamucks, 
from whom they procure train oil. These falls are 
occasioned by a high range of mountains, beyond 
which the country stretches into a vast level plain 
wholly destitute of limber. As far as ,the Indians 
with whom we conversed had ever penetrated that 
country, it seems to be inhabited by a nation called 
Calahpoewah, a very numerous people, whose vil- 
lages, nearly forty in number, are scattered along 
each side of the Multnomah, which furnishes them 
with their chief subsistence^ viz., fish, and the roots 
along its banks. 

" All the tribes in the neighbourhood of Wappatoo 
Island we considered as Multnomahs ; not because 
they are in any degree subordinate to that nation, 
but they all^eem to regard it as being the most pow- 
erful. There was no distinguished chief except the 
one at the head of the Multnomahs; and they are, 
moreover, allied by similarity of dress and manners, 
and of houses and language, which, much more than 
the feeble restraints of Indian government, contrib- 
ute to make one prople. These circumstances sep- 
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armte them also from . the nations lower doWn the 
river. The Clatsops, Chinnooks, Wahkiacums, and 
Cathlaraahs underhand each other perfectly : their 
language varies, however, in some respects from 
that of the Skiiloots ; but, on reaching the Muitno* 
mah Indians, we found that, although many words 
were the same, while a great nnml^r differed only 
in the mode of accenting them from those emi^oyed 
by the Indians near the mouth of the Columbia, yet 
there was, in fact, a very sensiMe distinction. The 
natives of the valley are of larger stature, and rather 
better shaped than those on the seacoast: their ap- 
pearance, too, is generally healthy, though they are 
afflicted with the common disease of the Columbia, 
Bareness of the eyes." • • • 

^ The dress of the men does not di flier from that 
used below ; they are chiefly distinguished by a pas** 
4»ion for large brass buttons, which they will fix on a 
fiailor^s jacket, whenever they are so fortunate as to 
obtain one, without the slightest regard to arrange- 
ment. The women, also, wear the short robe al-^ 
ready described ; but their hair is most commonly 
braided into two tresses, falling over each ear in front 
of the body ; and instead of the tissue of bark, they 
employ a piece of leather in the shape of a pocket 
handkerchief, tied round the loins." • • • 

** The houses are generally on a level with the 
ground^ though some are sunk to the depth of two 
or three feet, and, like those near the coast, are 
adorned, or rather dis^gured, with carvings or paint-' 
ings on the posts, doors, and beds. They have no 
peculiar weapon except a kind of broadsword made 
of iron, from three to four feet long, the blade about 
four inches wide, and very thin and sharp at both its 
edges, as well as at the point. They have also 
bludgeons of wood of the same form ; and both kinds 
generally hang at the head of their beds ! these are 
formidable weapons. Like the natives of the sea- 
coast, they aj-e also very fond of cold, hot, and vapour 

Digitized by V^UUy If 



176 LEWIS AND GLARKE'if £XP£IMTIOIf. 

baths, which are used at all seasons, for the parpose 
of health as well as pleasure. 

'' The mode of burying the dead in eanoes is not 
practised by the natives here. The pktce of deposite 
IS a vault formed of boards, slanting like the roof of 
a house, from a po)e supported by two forks. Un- 
der this the dead are placed horizontally on boards, 
on the surface of the earth, and carefully covered 
with mats. The bodies are here laid to the height 
of three or four upon each other, and the different 
articles which were most esteemed by the deceased 
are placed by their side ; their canoes themselres 
being sometimes taken to pieces to strengthen the 
vault. 

" All these people trade in anchoVies and sturgeon, 
but chie^ in wappsdM; to obtain which, the inhskbi- 
tants both above and below come at all seasons, the 
latter bringing, in turn, beads, cloth, aad>ahous oth- 
er articles procured from the Europeans. 

" April 5. We dried our meat as well as the cloudy 
weather would permit. In the course of the chase yes* 
terday, one of our men who had killed the bear found 
the den of another with three cubs in it. He return- 
ed to it to-day in hope of hiding the dam, but, being 
disappointed in this, he brought the cubs ; and on 
this occasion Drewyer, our most experienced, hunts- 
man, assured us that he had never known a single 
instance where a female bear had been once disturb- 
ed by the hunter and obliged to leave her young, 
that she returned to them again. The young bears 
we sold for wappateo to some of the ilumerous In- 
dians who visited us in parties during the nlay, and 
who behaved very well. Having prepared our stock 
of dried meat, we set out the next morning.*' • • * 

They proceeded, however, but a few miles thenext 
day, as they were oMiged to wait and collect their 
hunters; nor did they start again the two following 
days, being employed in drying some additional meat 
that was brought in on the 7th, and on the 8th tkft 
weather wouW not pennit their leaving, 
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• April 9. The wind having moderated, we reload- 
ed the canoes, and set out by seven o'clock. We 
stopped to take up two of our hunters who had left 
us yesterday, but had been unsuccessful in the chase, 
and then proceeded to the Wahclellab village, situ- 
ated on the north side of the river, about a mile be- 
low Beacon Rock. During the whole of tlie route 
from ' our camp we passed along under high, steep, 
and rocky sides of mountains, which here close in on 
each side of the river, forming stupendous precipices 
covered with fir and white ceaar. Down these 
heights descend the most beautiful cascades, one of 
which, formed by a large creek, falls over a perpen- 
dicular rock three hundred feet above the water, 
while other smaller Streams precipitate themselves 
from a still greater elevation, and, partially evapora- 
ting in a mist, collect a^ain, and make a second de- 
scent before^ they reach the bottom of the rocks. 
We stopped to breakfast at this village ; and here 
we found the tomahawk which had been stolen from 
us on the 4th of last November. They assured us 
that they had bought it of the Indians below ; but, as 
the latter had already informed us that the Wah- 
dellahs had such an article which they had stolen, 
we made no difficulty about retaking our property.*' 
• • • " After purchasing, with much difficulty, a few 
dogs and some wappatoo from the Wahcleliahs, we 
left them at two o'clock, and, parsing along the Bea- 
con Rock, reached in two hours the Clahclellah vil- 
lage. 

" This rock, which we now observed more accu- 
rately than we had done in our descent, stands on 
the north side of the river, insulated from the hills. 
Tlie northern side has a partial growth of fir or pine. 
To the south it rises in an unbroken precipice to the 
height of seven hundred feet, where it terminates in 
a sharp point, and may be seen at the distance of 
twenty miles below. This rock may be considered 
ik the point where tide- water commences ; though 
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the influence of the tide is perceptible here in au- 
tumn only, at which time the river is low. What 
the precise difference is at those seasons, we could 
not determine ; but, on examining a rock which we 
had lately passed, and comparing its appearance 
with what we had observed last . November, we 
judged the flood of this spring to be twelve feet 
above the height of the river at that time. From 
Beacon Rock as low down as the marshy islands, 
the general width of the river is from one to two 
miles, though in many places it is greater. On 
landing at the village of the Clahclellahs, we found 
them busy in erecting their huts, which seemed ta 
be of a temporary kind only, sb that most probably 
they do hot remain longer than the salmon season. 
Like their countrymen wbom we had just lefl, these 
people were sulky and ill humoured, and so much 
on the alert to pilfer tbat we were obliged to keep 
them at a distance from our bagga^^. As our large 
canoes could not ascend the rapids on the norUi 
side, we passed to the opposite shore, and entered 
the narrow channel which separates it from Brant 
Island. The weather was very cold and rainy, and 
the wind so high that we were afraid to attempt the 
rapids the same evening, and therefore, finding a 
safe harbour, \^e encamped for the night." • • • 

" April 10. Early in the morning we dropped dovm 
the channel to the lower end of Brant island, and 
then drew our boats up the rapid. At the distance 
of a quarter of a mile we crossed over to a village 
of Clahclellahs, consisting of six houses, on the op- 
posite side. The river is here about four hundred 
yards wide, and the current so rapid that,, although 
we employed five oars for each canoe, we were 
borne down a considerable distance. While we 
were at breakfast, one of the Indians offered us 
two sheepskins for sale, one of which was the skia 
of a full-grown animal, and was as large as that of a 
common deer ^ the second was amaller^and the skia 



UOUKTAIN SH££P. 179 

^ the head, with the horns on it, had bc^en made 
into a cap, and was highly prized by the owner. 
He, however, sold the cap to us for a knife, and the 
rest of the skin for those of two elk ; but, observing 
our anxiety to purchase the other skin, they would 
not accept the same price for it, and, as we hoped 
to procure more in the neighbourhood, we would 
not offer a greater. The horns of the animal were 
black, smooth, and erect, ^nd rise from the middle 
t>f the forehead, a little above the eyes, in a cylin- 
drical form, to the height of four inches, where they 
are pointed. The Clahclellahs informed us that 
these sheep were very abundant on the heights and 
among the cliflfs of the adjacent mountains, and that 
these two had been lately killed out of a herd of 
thirty-six, at no great distance from the village. 
We were soon joined by our hunters, 'with three 
folack-taited fallow deer, und, having purchased a 
few white salmon, proceeded on our route. The 
south side of the river is impassable, and the rapid- 
ity of the current, as well as the large rocks along 
the shore, renders the navigation of even the north 
Bide elttremely difficult. During the greater part 
of the day it was necessary to draw them along the 
shore ; and, as we bad only a single towrope that 
was strong enough, we were obliged to bring them 
t)ne after Uie other. In this tedious and laborious 
manner we at length reached the portage on the 
north side, and carried our baggage to the top of a 
hill about two hundred paces distant, where we en- 
camped for the night. The canoes were drawn on 
shore and' secured, but one of them having got 
loose, drifted down to the last village, the inhabi- 
tants of which brought her back to us, an instance 
of honesty which we rewarded with a present of two 
knives. It rained all night, and the next morning, 

** April 11, so that the tents and the skins which 
covered the baggage were wet. We therefore de- 
termined to take the canoes over the portage firstf 
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in hopes that by the afternoon the rain would cease, 
and we might carry our baggage across without in- 
Jury. The work was immediately begun by almost 
the whole party, who in the course of the day dragged 
four of the canoea to the head of the rapids witti 
great difficulty and labour. ' A guard, consisting of 
one sick man and three who had been lamed by ac- 
cidents, remained with Captain Lewis to protect 
the baggage. This precaution was absolutely neces- 
sary to save it from the depredations of the Wab- 
clellahs, who, we discovered, were great thieves, not- 
v<rithstanding their apparent honesty in restoring our 
boat I indeed, so arrogant and intrusive did they be- 
come, that nothing but our numbers, we were con- 
vinced, preserved us from attack. They crowded 
about us while we were taking up the boats, and one 
of them had the insolence to throw stones down the 
bank at two of our men. ' We now found it neces- 
sary to depart from our uniformly mild a:nd pacific 
course of conduct. On returning to the head of the 
portage, a lar^e number of them met our men, and 
seemed v^ry ill disposed. Shields had stopped to 
purchase a dog, and, being separated from the rest 
of the party, two Indians pushed him out of the road, 
and attempted to take the do^ from him. He had 
no weapon but a lone knife, with which he immedi' 
ately attacked them both, hoping to despatch them 
before they had thne to draw their arrows ; but, as 
soon as they saw his design, they fled into the woods. 
Soon afterward we were told by an Indian who 
spoke Clatsop, which language we had learned du- 
ring the winter, that the Wahclellahs had carried off 
Captain Lewises dog to their village below. Three 
men, well armed, were instantly sent in pursuit of 
them, with orders to fire if there was the slightest 
resistance or hesitation. At the distance of two 
miles they came within sight of the thieves, who, 
finding themselves pursued, left the dog and made 
off. AYe now ordered all the Indians out of our 
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camp, and signified to them that, if any one of them 
stole our baggage or insulted our men, he would be 
instantly shot ; a resolution which we were deter- 
mined to enforce, as it was now our only means of 
safety. We were visited during the day by a chief 
of the Clahclellahs, who seemed mortified at the treat- 
ment we had received, and told us that the persons 
at the head of these outrages were two very bad 
men who belonged to the Wahclellahs, but that the 
nation itself didnot by any means wish to displease 
us. This chief seemed very well disposed, and we 
had every reason to believe was much respected by 
the neighbouring Indians. We therefore gave him 
a small medal, and showed him all the attention in 
our power, with which he appeared to be very much 
gratified ; and we trusted that his interposition would 
prevent the necessity of our resorting to force 
against his countrymen. 

*' Many Indians from the villages above passed us 
in the course of the day, on their return from trading 
with the natives of the valley, and among others we 
recognised an Eloot, who, with ten or twelve of his 
nation, were on their way home to the Long Nar- 
rows of the Columbia. These people do not, as we 
are compelled to do, drag their canoes up the rapids, 
bat leave them at the head as they descend, and, car- 
rying their goods across the portage, hire or borrow 
others from the people below. When the traffic is 
over, they return toTthe foot of the rapids, where 
they leave these boats, and resume their own at the 
head of the portage. The labour of carrying the 
goods across is equally shared by the men and 
women ; and we were struck by the contrast between 
the decent conduct of all the natives from above, 
and the profligacy and ill manners of the Wahclel- 
lahs. About three quarters of a mile below our 
camp was a burial-ground, which seemed qommon 
to the Wahclellahs, Clahclellahs, and Yehhuhs. It 
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consisted of eight sepulchres on the north bank of 
the river." 

In dragging their remaining pirogue up the rapidF 
the next day^ they unforiimalely lost her, hut f 
ceeded iti triiiisportiiig all their bagijagc to the^ 
of the portage by fivo o^elock in the aAernooa^ 
the weaiher being^ cold and rainy, they coo^i " 
remain there during I he nijghi. *' The portage,^ 
the Journal, '* was two ihousand eight hundred 
along a narrow road, at all times rough, and theoiB 
dered slippery by the rain. About halfway was W* 
village, wliich the Ciahclellah chief informed wi tr 
Ihe occasianaL residenee of his irihe. These Iw^ 
es were uncommonly hirge; one of them measurir 
one hundred and sixty by forty feet, the franjeif 
ing constructed in the usual manner, except m 
they were double, so as to appear like one ha0 
within another. The floors w-ere on a level if 
the ground, and the roofs had been taken dowiiif 
sunk in a pond behind the village. We now w ' 
that our firmness the day before had made thO^^-^ 
dians much more respectful: they did not 01^*- 
about us in such numbers, and behaved with tat 
more propriety. 

**Amon^ those who Tisiled us here were ahc 
twenty of the Vehhuhsi, a tribe of Shahalas, wh? 
we had found on the north side of the river, injj^ 
djately above the rapids, but who had now 
ted lo the opposite shore, where theygcnei 
salmon. Like their relations, the Wahclell 
had taken their houses; with th|Bik^ that Oi 
was now standing wheriMlMfllBUiure was 

tpearanc^l _ 

iiit the niwn ^,Xi 
, though mitai 
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ent. The women of all these tribes braid their 
hair, pierce the nose, and some of them have lines 
of dots reaching from the ankle as high as the mid- 
dle of the leg. These Yehhuhs behaved with great 
proprietv, and condemned the treatment we had re- 
ceived from the Wahclellahs. We purchased from 
one of them- the skin of a sheep killed near this 
place, for which we gave in exchange the skins of a 
deer and an elk. These animals, he told us, usually 
frequent the rocky parts of the mountains, where 
they are found in great numbers. The bighorn is 
also an inhabitant of these mountains, and the na- 
tives have several robes made of their skins. ^' • m • 

In ascending the river the next day, they found 
that their boats were too heavily laden, in conse- 
quence of the loss of their pirogue ; bpt they suc- 
ceeded in purchasing two additional canoes at a 
Yehhuh village, the inhabitants of which were very 
friendly. They advanced about six miles beyoM 
Cruzatte^s River, where they encamped, and, being 
joined by all their hunters the next morning, resu- 
med their joamey. " At one o'clock," continues the 
Journal, *' we halted for dinner at a large village, sit- 
uated in a narrow bottom just above the entrance 
of Canoe Creek. The houses were detached from 
each other so as to occupy an extent of several 
miles, though only twemty in niimber. Those which 
were inhabited were on the surface of the ground, 
and built in the same shape as those near the Rap- 
ids ; but there were others not occupied, which were 
completely under ground. Thejr were sunk about 
eight feet deep^ and covered with strong timbers, 
and several feet of earth in a conical forrn^ On de- 
scending by means of a ladder through a hole at the 
tq[), which answered the double purpose of a door 
and a chimney, we found that the house consisted 
of a single room, nearly circular, and about sixteen 
feet in diamexer. 

^ The inhabitants, who called themselves Weock- 
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sockwillacums, differed but little from those near 
the Rapids, the chief distinction in dress being a 
few leggins and moccasins resembling those worn 
by the Chopunnish. Tl^ese people had ten or 
twelve very good horses, which were the first we 
had seen since leaving this neighbourhood in the 
preceding autumn. The cpuntry below is, indeed, 
of such a nature^ as to prevent the use of this ani- 
mal, except in the Columbia Valley, and there they 
would be of no great service, as the inhabitants re- 
side chiefly on the river side, and the country is too 
thickly wooded to suffer them to hunt on horseback. 
Most of these horses, they informed us, had been 
taken in a warlike excursion lately made against the 
Towahnahiooks, a part of the Snake nation livifig on 
the upper part of the Multnomah, to the southeast 
of this place. Their language is the same with that 
of the Chilluckittequaws. They seemed inclined to 
be very civil, and. gave us in traffic some roots, chajh- 
pelelU filberts, dried berries, and ^ve dogs. 

*' After dinner we proceeded, and, passing at the 
distance of six miles high cliffs on the left, encamp- 
ed at the mouth of a small run on the same side. A 
little above us was a village, consisting of aboUt one 
hundred fighting men, of a tribe called Smaekshops, 
many of whom passed the evening with us.^ They 
did not differ in any respect from the inhabitants of 
the village below." ** • 

Soon after starting the next morning they came to 
Sepulchre Rock. "This rock," says the Journal, 
" stands near the middle of the river, and contains 
about two acres of ground above high water. Ovei 
this surface are scattered thirteen vaults, construct 
ed like those below the Rapids, and some of them 
more than half filled with dead bodies. After satis 
fying our curiosity with these venerable remains 
we returned to the northern shore, and proceeded to 
a village at the distance of four miles. .On landing, 
we found that the inhabitants belonged to the same 
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ilation as those we had just }e(t, and as they had 
horses, we made an attempt to purchase some of 
them ; but, wkh all our dexterity in exhibiting our 
wares, we could not succeed, as we had none of the 
only article which they seemed desirous of procu- 
ring, a sort of war-hatchet called by the Northwest 
traders an eye-dog. We therefore purchased two 
dogs, and, taking leave of these WeocksockwiUa- 
cums, proceeded to another of their villages, just 
below the entrance of Cataract River. Here, too, 
We tried in vain to purchase horses; nor did we 
meet with better success at the two villages of Chil- 
luckittequaws, a few miles farther up the river. At 
three in the afternoon we came to the mouth of 
Quinette Creek, which we ascended a short distance, 
and encamped for the night at the spot we had call- 
ed Rock Fort. Here we were soon visited by some 
of the people from the Great Narrows and Falls ; 
and on our expressing a wish to purchase horses, 
they agreed to meet us the next day on the north 
side of the river, where they would open a trade. 
They then returned to their villages to collect the 
horses, and in the morning, 

"April 16, Captain Clarke crossed with nine men, 
and a large part of the merchandise, to purchase, if 
it were possible^ twelve horses to transport our bag- 
gage, and some pounded fish, as a reserve on the 
passage across the Rocky Mountains. The rest of 
the men were employed in hunting and preparing 
saddles. 

** From the Rapids to this place, and, indeed, as 
fer as the connnencement of the Narrows, the Co- 
lumbia is from half a mile^to three quarters in width, 
and possesses scarcely any current : its bed consists 
principally of rock, except at the entrance of Labiche 
River, which takes its rise in Mount Hood, fVom 
which, like Quicksand River, it brings down vast 
quantities of sand. Along the whole course of the 
Colambia, from the Rapids to the Chilluckittequawt, 
Q2 
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the trunks of many large pine-trees are seen stiind- 
ing erect in Water, which was now thirty feet aeep, 
and is never less than ten. These trees could never 
have grown in their present state, for they ure all 
very much rotted, and none of them vegetate ; so 
that the only reasonable account which can be given 
of this phenomena is, that at some period, which the 
appearance of the trees induced us to fk^ within 
twenty years, the rocks from the hill sides have ob- 
structed the narrow pass at the Rapids, and caused 
the river to spread through the woods. The mount- 
ains which border it as far as Sepulchre Rock, are 
high and broken, and its romantic views are occa- 
sionally enlivened by beautiful cascades rushing 
from the heights, and forming a striking contrast 
with the firs, cedars, and pines which darken their 
sides. From Sepulchre Rock, where the low coun- 
try begins, the long-leafed pine is the almost excla- 
sive growth of timber ; but our camp was the last 
spot where a single tree is to be seen on the wide 
plain, spreading beyond it to the foot of the Rocky 
Mountains. Tins plain is, however, covered with a 
rich verdure of grass and herbs, some inches in 
height, which forms a delightful and exhilarating 
prospect, after being confined to the mountains and 
thick forests on the seacoast. The climate, too, 
though we were only on the border of the plain, waa 
very different here from what we had lately experi- 
enced : the air was drier and more pure, and the 
ground as free from moisture as if there had been 
no rain for the last ten days. Around this place 
were many esculent plants used by the Indians, 
among which was a currant now in bloom, with a 
yellow blossom, like that of the yellow currant of 
the Missouri, from which, however, it differs specif- 
ically. There was also a species of hyacinth grow- 
ing in the plains, which presented at thix time a 
pretty flower of a pale blue colour, the bulb of which 
IS boiled, or baked, or dried in the sun, and eate^i by 
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the Indians. The bulb of the present year was 
white, flat in shape, and not quite solid : it overlaid 
and pressed closely that of the last year, which, 
though much thinner and withered, was equally 
ivide, and sent forth from, its sides a number of small 
radicles." • ♦ • 

" Captain Clarke, meanwhile, had been unsticcess- 
fuUy endeavouring to purchase horses ; but the In- 
dians promised to trade with him if he would go up 
to the Skilloot village, above the Long Narrows. 
He therefore sent over to us for more merchandise, 
and then accompanied them in the evening to that 
place, where he passed the night. 

''April 17. Captain Clarke sent to inform us that 
he was still unable to purchase any horses, but in- 
tended going as far as tpe Epeeshur village, whence 
he would return to meet us the next day at the Skil- 
loot village. In the evening, ihe principal chief .of 
the Chilluckittequaws came to see us, accompanied 
by twelve of his nation, and, hearing that we wanted 
horses, promised to meet us at the Narrows with 
some for sale." 
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CHAPTER X. 

Captain Clarke i^roourea four Horses for the TransportatioD of 
the Baggage.— Some farther Account of the Skilloot Tribe.;- 
Their Joy at the first Appearance of Salmon in the Columbia. 
—Their thievish Prq[>en8itie8.— The Party arrive at the Vii- 
laj^e of the Epeeshurs, where the Natives are found alike un- 
friendly.— The Party now provided with Horses.— Prevented 
from the Exercise of Hostility against this nation by a friendly 
Adjustment- The Scarcity of Timber so great that they are 
compelled to buy Wood to cook their Provieiona.-^ Arrive ttt 
the Wahhowpum Village.— Dance of the Natives.— Having ob- 
tained their Complement of Horses, the Party proceed by Land. 
— Arrive at the Pishquitpah Village, and some Account of that 
People.— Frank and hospitable Conduct of the Wollawollshs. 
^'Their Mode of Dancing described.— Their Mode of making 
Fisht>wear8.-^Their amiable Character. 

SiTTiNe out early on the mpminff of the 18tfa, ait 
the distance of nine miles they reached the Skilloot 
village, at the foot of the Lone Narrows. Here they 
found Captain Clarke, who had succeeded in pur- 
chasing four horses, though at double the price that 
had been paid the Shoshonees. Owing to the great 
quantity of water in the river, the passage of the 
Long Narrows was wholly impracticable for boats, 
86 that they cut up their two pirogues to be used for 
fuel. 

'* April 19. All the party,'' proceeds the Journal, 
" were employed in carrying the merchandise over 
the portage. This we accomplished with the aid of 
our four horses by three o'clock in the afternoon, 
when we formed our camp a little above the Skilloot 
settlement. Since we left them in the autumn they 
had removed their village a few hundred yards lower 
down the river, and exchanged the cellars in which 
we then found them for more pleasant dwellings on 
the surface of the ground. These were formed by 
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Sticks covered with mats and straw, and so large 
that each was the residence of several families." * • 

** The whole village was filled with rejoicing at 
having caught a salmon, which was considered as 
the harbinger of vast quantities that would arrive in 
a few days. In the belief that it would hasten their 
coming, the Indians, according to their custom, 
dressed the fish and cut it into small pieces, one of 
which was given to each child in the village ; and in 
the good humour excited by this occurrence, they 
part^, though reluctantly, with four other horses, 
for which we gave them two kettles, reserving only 
a single small one for a mess of eight men. Un- 
luckily, however, we lost one of the horses by the 
negligence of the person to whose charge he was 
committed.*' • • • 

*' April 20. As it was so much for our interest to 
preserve the good-will of these people, we passed 
over several small thefts which they had commit- 
ted ; but this morning we learned that six toma- 
hawks and a knife had been stolen during the night. 
We addressed ourselves to the chief, who seemed 
angry with his people, and made an harangue to 
them, but we did not recover the articles, and soon 
afterward two of our spoons were missings We 
therefore ordered them all from our camp, threaten- 
ing to beat severely any one detected in purloining. 
This harshness irritated them so much that they 
left us in ill humour, and we therefore kept on our 
guard against any insult. Besides this knavery^ 
their faithlessness was intolerable : frequently, after 
receiving goojds in exchange for a horse, they would 
return in a few hours and insist on revoking the 
bargain, or that they should receive son>c additional 
value. We discovered, too, that the horse missed 
yesterday had been gambled away by the fellow 
from whom we had purchased him to a man of a 
different nation, who had carried him off. We suc- 
ceeded in baying two more horses, two dogs, and 
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some chappelelU and also exchanged a couple of e^ 
skins for a gun belon^g to the chief." ••••** Oi. 
of the canoes, for which the Indians wouM give u. 
very little, was cut up fbr fuel ; two others, together 
with some elkskins and pieces of old iron, we bar* 
tered for beads, aad the remaining two small ones 
were despatched early next morning, 

'* April 21, with all the baggage which could not 
be carried on horseback. We had intended setting 
out at the same time, but one of our horses broke 
loose during the night, and we were under the ne- 
cessity of sending several men in search of him. In 
the mean time, the Indians, who were always on the 
alert, stole a tomahawk, which we could not recov- 
er, though several of them were searched ; and an- 
other fellow was detected in carrying off a piece of 
iron, and kicked out of camp ; upon which Captain 
Lewis, addressing tbetn, told them he was not afraid 
to fight them, for, if he chose, he could easily pot 
them all to death, and burn their village, but that he 
did not wish to treat them ill if they kept from steal- 
ing ; and that, although, if he could discover who had 
the tomahawks, he would take away their horses, yet 
he would rather lode the property altogether than 
take the horse of an innocent man. The chiefs 
were present at this harangue, hung their heads, and 
made no reply. 

<' At ten o'clock the men returned with the horse, 
and soon after an Indian^ who had promised to go 
with us as far as the Chopunnish, came with two 
horses, one of which he politely offered to assist in 
carrying our baggage. We therefore loaded nine 
horses, and, giving the tenth, to Bratton, who was 
still too sick to walk, at about ten o'clock left the 
village of these disagreeable people. At one o'clock 
we arrived at the village of the Eneeshurs, where 
we found Captain Clarke, who had been altogether 
unsuccessful in his atterapts.to purchase horses, the 
Eneeshurs being quite as unfriendly as the Skilloots. 
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Pottanately, however, the fellow who had sold us a 
horse, and afterward lost him in gambling, belonged 
to this village, and we insisted on having the kettle 
and knife which had been given to him for his horse* 
or that he should furnish us with one of equal value. 
He preferred the latter, and brought us a Very good 
horse. Being Joined here by the canoes and bag-* 
cage, we halted half a mile above the town, and 
dined on the flesh of dogs, after which we proceeded 
about four miles farther, and encamped at a village 
of Eneeshurs, consisting of nine mat huts, a little 
l>elow the mouth of the Towahnahiooks. We ob- 
tained from these people a couple of dogs and a 
small quantity of fuel, for which we were obliged to 
give a higher price than usual. We also bought a 
horse, with his back so much injured that he could 
scarcely be of much service to us; but the price 
was only some trifling articles, which in the United 
States would not cost above a dollar and a quarter. 
The dress, manners, and language of the Eneeshurs 
differ in no respect from those of the Skillools. 
Like them, too, they are inhospitable and parsimo- 
nious, faithless to their engagements, and in the 
midst of poverty and fllth retained a degree of pride 
and arrogance which rendered our numbers our only 
protection a^nst insult, pillage, and even murder. 
We were, however, assured by our . Chopunnish 
guide, who appeared to be^ a very sincere, honest 
Indian, that tne nations above would treat us with 
much greater hospitality. 

" April 22. Two of our horses brokis loose in the 
night, and strayed to some distance, so that we 
were not able to retake them and begin our mafch 
before seven o'clock. We had Just reached the top 
of a hill near the village, when the load of one of the 
horses turned, and the animftl, taking fright at a 
robe which still adhered to him, ran furiously to- 
wards the village : just as he came there the robe 
fell, and an Indian hid it in his hut. Two men went 
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back after the horse, which they soon caught, but 
the robe was still missing, and the Indians denied 
having seen it. These repeated acts of knareiy 
had quite exhausted our patience, and Captain Lewis 
therefore set out for the village, determined to make 
them deliver up the robe, or to burn their houses to 
the ground. This disagreeable retaliation was, how- 
ever, rendered unnecessary, for on his way he met 
one of our fnen, who had found the robe m one of 
the huts, hid behind some baggage. We resumed 
our route, and soon after halted on a hill, from the 
top of which we had a commanding view of the 
range of mountains in which Mount Hood stands, 
and which continued south as far as the eye could 
reach, their summits being covered with snow« 
Mount Hood itself bore south 30^ west, and the 
snowy summit of Mount Jefferson south ICP west. 
Towards the south, and at no great distance, we 
discerned some woo>dy country, and opposite to this 
point of view is the mouth of the Towahnahiooks.'' 
***** From this place we proceeded with our bag- 

gage in the centre, escorted both before and behi]^ 
y such of the men as had not the care of the horses, 
and, having crossed a plain eight miles in extent, 
reached a village of the Eneeshurs, consisting of 
six houses. Here we bought some dogs, on which 
we dined near the village, and, having purchased an- 
other horse, went up the river four miles farther, to 
another Eneeshur village of seven mat houses.'* • • • 
Being informed by their guide that they would not 
be able to reach the next village the same evening, 
they concluded to halt where they were. Here 
they purchased a horse and some dogs ; but such 
was the scarcity of fuel, that the3r were obliged to 
buy what was required to cook their supper. 

The party were detained for a considerable time 
the next morning in consequence of two of their 
horses having strayed during the night> One ^ey 
recovered, but the other they coald not find, and 



4irere obliged to start \ivithoat him. ** After march^ 

ing twelve miles,'^ says the loumal, " we c^mtie to a 

Village near the Rook Rapid) at the mouth of a large 

creek which we had not observed in descending. It 

eonsisted of twelve temporary huts of mats, and 

Was inhabited by a tribe called Wahhowpum, who 

n>eak a language very similar to that of the Ohopun* 

' msh) whom they resemble also in dress, both sexes 

being clad in robes and shirts, as well as lesgins and 

moccasinSi These peofde' seemed much pleased to 

see us, and readily gave us four do|s, and some chajh' 

peiell and wood) in exchange for a few small articles, 

such as pewter buttons, strips of tin, iron, and brassi 

emd some twisted' wire, which we had previously 

(irepared for our journey across the plains. They,^ 

a's well as others of the Same tribe, living in five 

faata a little below, were waiting the return of the 

cudmon. We also found a ChopUnniSh returning 

home with his family and a dozen 3routig horses, 

mMe of which he wanted us to hire ; but this we 

decFmed, as by doinj^ so we should be obliged to 

maintain him and his iWmily pn the route. After 

airdnging our camp, we assembled all the warriors, 

and, having smoked with them, the violins were pro* 

doeed^ and some of the men danced. This civility 

waa returned by the Indians with a kind of dance 

that we hdd sot before seen. The spectators fortn^ 

ed a circle about the dancers, who, with their robes 

drawn ti^ly round the shoulders, and divided into 

paarties of Ave or slit men, kept crossing in a line 

from one side of the circle to the other. Both the 

tti^ormers and spectators sang, and, after proceed*^ 

bg in this way for some time, the latter joined in, 

s^ the whole concluded with a promiscuous dance 

tfnd song. This betog fti^shed, the natives retired 

ift our request^ after mpmising td barter horses with 

ns in the morning. The itver w«» by no means so 

difficult of passage, nor obsirticted by so many rap* 
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ids, ad it had been in the aatumn, the water beinf 
sufficiently high to cover the rocks in its bed« 

*' April 24, We began early to look for our hor- 
ses, but they wete not collected befoie one o^clock* 
In the mean time we prepared saddles for three new 
horses which We had purchased from the Wahhow- 
pums, and agreed to hire three more from the Cho-> 
punnish Indian, who was to accompany us with his 
family. The natives had also promised to take our 
canoes in exchange for horses ; but, when the/ 
found that we were resolved on travelling by laiid» 
they refused giving us anything, in hopes that we 
would be forced to leave them. Disgusted at this 
conduct, we determined rather to cut them in pie- 
ces than suffer these people to possess them, and 
actually began to split them upt when they consent^ 
ed to give us several strands of beads for each canoe* 
We had now a sufficient number of horses to cany 
our baggage, and therefore proceeded wholly by 
land. At two o'clock we set out, and, passing be- 
tween the hills and the northern shore of the river, 
had a difficult and fatiguing march over a road al- 
ternately sandy andyrocky. At the distance of four 
miles we came to four huts of the Meteowwee tribe; 
two miles farther, to the same number of huts ; and, 
after making twelve miles from our last night's 
camp, we halted at a larger village of five huts of 
Meteowwees." ♦ • • 

As they had passed along they met several par- 
ties of the natives, who were distant and reserved, 
and, though respectful, would hold no conversatioa 
with them. They found the nights cold, though it 
was warm in the day„ and what rendered them ex- 
ceedingly uncomfortable was the scarbity of wood. 

"April 26. We collected our horses," continues 
the Journal, " and proceeded eleven miles to a large 
village of fifty-one mat houses, where we purchased 
some wood and a few dogs, on which we made our 
dixmer. This village contained about seven hundred 
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persons, of a tribe called Pishquftpah, whose resi- 
dence on the river is only during the spring and sum- 
mer, the autbmn and winter being passed in hunting 
through the plains and along the borders of the 
mountains. The greater part of them had been at 
a distance from the river when we descended, and 
never having seen white men before, they flocked 
round us in great numbers ; but, although they were 
exceedingly curious, they treated us with much re- 
spect, and were very urgent that we should spend 
the night with them. Two principal chiefs were 
pointed out by our Chopunnish companion, and being 
acknowledged as such by the tribe, we invested each 
of them with a small medal. We were also very 
desirous of purchasing more horses: but as our 
stock of merchandise consisted of little more than 
« dirk, a sword, and a few old clothes, the Indians 
could not be induced to traflSc with us. The Pish- 
quitpahs are generally of good stature and propor- 
tions, and as the heads neither of the males nor fe- 
males are so much flattened as those of the natives 
lower down, their features are rather pleasant. 
Their hair is braided in the manner practised by their 
western neighbours ; but the generality of the men 
are dressed in a large robe, under which is a shirt 
reaching to the knees, where it is met by long leg- 
gins, and the feet are covered with moccasms : some, 
however, wear only the truss and robe. As they 
unite the occupations of hunting and fishing, both 
sexes ride very dexterously ; their caparison being 
a saddle or pad of dressed skin, stuffed with goat's 
hair, from which wooden stirrups are suspended, and 
a hair rope is tied at both ends to the under jaw of 
the animal. The horses, however, though good, 
suffer much, as do, in fact, all the Indian horses, from 
sore backs. 

'* Finding them not disposed to barter with us, we 
left the Pishquitpahs at four o'clock, accompanied 
by eighteen or twenty oT their young men on horse- 
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back. At the distance of four miles we passed, witl^ 
out halting, five houses belonging to the Woliawol- 
labs ; and five miles farther, (^serving as many wil- 
lows as would enable us to make fires, we availed 
ourselves of the circumstance, and encamped near 
them. , 

'* The country through which we passed resembled 
that of yesterday. The hills on. both sides of the 
river are about two hundred and fifty feet high, gea- 
erally abrupt and craggy, and in many places pre- 
senting a perpendicular face of black, solid ruck. 
From the top of these hills the country extends iu, 
self in level plains to a very great distance, and 
though not so fertile as the land near the Falls, pro- 
duces an abundant supply of lowjrrass, which is aa 
excellent food for horses. This grass must, indeed, 
be unusually nutritious, for even at this season of 
the year, after wintering on the dry grass of the 
plains, and being used with greater severity than is 
usual aqaong the whites, many of the horses were 
perfectly fat, nor had we seen a single one that was 
really poor. In the course of the day we killed sev- 
eral rattlesnakes, like those of the United States 
and saw many of the common as well as the homed 
lizard." • • * 

As they advanced the next day the hills beoaaie 
low, and left an extensive plain on each side of the 
river. Having proceeded thirty-one miles, they haU^ 
ed for the night not far from some houses of tiie 
Wollawollahs. On the 27th they found the abn:Q)t, 
rocky hills again approaching -the over ; and, afler 
a march of twenty-four miles, they halted for din^ 
ner. " Soon after stopping," says 'the Journal* ^ we 
were joined by seven Wolla^w<3}lahs-, among whoea 
we recognised ^ chier by the name of YeU^, who 
had visited us on the 19th of October, when w,e gave 
him a medal, with the promise of a larger ooe on 
our return. He appeared very much pleased at see- 
ing us again, and invited us to remaia at his viUnne. 
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three or four days, during which he would supply 
us Y^ith the only food they had, and furnish us with 
horses for our journey. After the cold, inhospitable 
treatment we had lately received, this kind oner was 
peculiarly acceptable; and, having made a hasty 
meal, we accompanied him to his village, six miles 
above, situated on the edge of the low country, and 
about twelve miles below the mou^h of Lewises 
River. Immediately on bur arrival, Yellept, who 

E roved to be a man of much influence, not only in 
is own, but among the neighbouring nations, collect- 
ed the inhabitants, and, after having made an ha- 
rangue to them, the purport of which was to induce 
them to treat us hospitably, set them an example by 
bringing himself an armful of wood, aid a platter 
containing three roasted mullets. They immediate- 
ly complied with one part, at least, of the recom- 
mendation, by furnishing us with an abundance of 
the only sort of fuel they use, the stems of shrubs 
growing in the plains. We then purchased four' 
dogs, on which we supped heartily, having been on 
short allowance for two days previously. When we 
were disposed to sleep, the Indians retired immedi- 
ately on our requesting theih to do so,' and, indeed, 
uniformly conducted themselves with great propri- 
ety. These people live mostly on roots, which are 
very abundant in the plains, and catch a few salmon- 
trout ; but they then seemed to be subsisting chiefly 
on a species of mullet, weighing from one to three 
pounds. They informed us that opposite to their 
village there was a roiite which led to the mouth of 
the Kooskooskee, on the south side of Lewises Riv- 
er ; that the road itself was good, and passed over 
a level country well supplied with water and grass ; 
and that we should meet with plenty of deer and an- 
telope. We knew that a road m that direction would 
shorten the distance at least eighty miles ; and as 
the report of our guide was eonflrmed by Yellept 
and other Indians, we did not hesitate to adopt this 
R2 
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loute: they added, however, that there were no 
lM>use8, nor permanent Indian residences on the road* 
and that it would therefore be prudent not to innt 
wholly to our guns, but to lay in a stook of provia* 
ions. 

^ April 2d. Takii^ their advice, therelbre, we Ihia 
morning purchased ten dogs. While the trade for 
these was being conduetid by our men, YeUept 
brought a fiae white horse, and presented hire to 
Captain Clarke^ expressing at the same time a wiah 
to have a li^etile ; but, on being informed that w« had 
already disposed of the last kettle we could spare, be 
said he would be content with any present we diooe 
to make him in return. Captain Clarke thereupoo 
gave him his sword« for which the chief had t>ef(»« 
expressed a desire, addii^ one hundred balls, sone 
powder, and other small ait«cles, with which he Ap- 
peared perfectly satisfied. We w^re now anxioua 
to depart, and reqitested Yellepl to lend us canoes 
for the purpose of crossing the river ; b\A he would 
not listen to any proposal of the kind. He wiab^ 
us to remain for two or three days ; but, at all 
events, would not consent to our going to-day, for 
he had already sent to invite his neighbours, the 
Chimnapoos, to c<Hne down in the evening and join 
his people in a dance for our amusement. Wa 
urged in vain that by setting out sooner we should 
the earlier return with the articles they desired : a 
day, he observed, would make but littie difference* 
We at length suggested that, as there was then no 
wind, it was the best time to cross Uie river, and 
that we would merely take the horses over, and re* 
turn to sleep at their village. To this he assented ; 
and we then crossed with the boises, and, having 
hoppled them, came back to their camp. Fortunately, 
there was among these Wollawollahs a prisoner be 
longing to a tribe of the Khoshonae or Bnake la 
dians, residing to the^south of the Multnomah, and via 
itmg occasionally the haads of WoUawoUafa Creak 
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OarSboehdnee wamaai, Saeaia«i^eah,thom^ ehe bet- 
loBged ^o a tribe near the M^ouri, spoke the sam^ 
laBgtiage as this pnsoner^ and by their means we 
vrere -Me te ez|^Mn ourselves to -^e Indians, and 
answer al their inquiries with respeg^ to ourselves 
and the object ^ our journey. Our eonrersatioa 
inspired them with much eonfideace, and they soon 
brought several sick persons, for whom they re- 
quested our assistance. We splintered the broken 
arm of one, ^ave socne relief to another whose knee 
was eontracted by rheumatism, and administered 
what we thought would be beae&cial for ulcers, and 
eruptions of the skin on various parts of the tiody, 
in^oh are v^ry common disorders among them. 
But our most valuable medicine was eye-water, 
which we distributed, and which, indeed, they very 
much required ; for the comj^ints of the eyes, oc- 
casioned by living so much on xhe water, and ag- 
{^vated by the fine sand of the plains, were uni ver- 
sed among them. 

'* A little before sunset the Chimnapoos, amount- 
ing to one hundred men and a few wonien, came to 
tl^ village, and, joining the WollawoUahs, who were 
a^ut the same number of men, formed themselves 
in a circle romid our camp, and waited very patiently 
tin our men were disposed to dance, which ^hey did 
for about an hour, to the music of the violin. Vhej 
then requested the Indians to dance. With thus 
they readily complied ; and the whole assemblage, 
amounting, with the women and children of the vil- 
lage, to several hundred, stood up, and sang and 
danced at the same time. The exercise was not, 
indeed, very violent nor very graceful ; for the great* 
er part of them were formed into a solid column, 
round a kind of hdllow square, stood on the same 
place, and merely jumped up. at intervals, to keep 
time to the music. Some, however, of the more ac- 
tive warriors enterjed the square and danced round 
it eideways, and some of our men joined in witJi 
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them, to the g/eat satisfaction of the Indians. The 
dance continued till ten o*clock. The next mornings 
'* April 29, Yellept supplied us -^ with two canoes, . 
in which we crossed with all our baggage by eleven 
o'clock ; but the horses having strayed to some dis- 
tance, we could not collect them m time to reach 
any suitable place for encamping if we should then 
begin our journey, as night would overtake us be- 
fore we came to any water. We therefore thought 
it advisable to encanip about a mile from the Co- 
lumbia, at the mouth of the Wollawollah River. 
This is a handsome stream, about fifty yards wide, 
and four and a half feet in depth. Its waters, which 
are clear, roll over a bed composed principally of 
gravel, intermixed with some sand and mud ; and, 
though the banks are low, they do not seem to be 
overflowed. It empties into, the Columbia about 
twelve or fifteen miles from the entrance of Lewis's 
River, and just above a range of high hills crossing 
the form^. Its sources, like those of the Tow- 
ahnahiooks, Lapage, Youmalolam, and Wollawol- 
lah, are, as the Indians informed us, on the north side 
of a range of mountains which we saw to the east 
and southeast, and which, commencing to the south 
of Mount Hood, stretch in a northeastern direction 
to the neighbourhood of a southern branch of Lew- 
is's River, at some distance from the Rocky Momit- 
ains. Two principal branches, however, of the Tow- 
ahnahiooks, take their rise in Mount Jefferson and 
Mount Hood, which in fact appear to separate the 
waters of the Multnomah and Columbia. They 
were about sixty-five or seventy miles from th|8 

Slace, and, although covered with snow, did not seem 
i|rh. To the south of these mountains, the Indian 
pnsoner said there was a river running towards the 
liorthwest, as wide as the Columbia at this place, 
which was nearly a mile. This account might be 
exaggerated,1>ut it served to show that the Multno- 
mah was a very large river, and that, with the as^ 
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mtanoe of b soutiieastern brancb of Lewis's River, 
pftssiogToimd the eastern £stifiinity jof the chain of 
mountains in which Mounts flood and Jeflferson are 
ao conspicuous, it might water the vast tract of 
country to the south, till its remote sources ap- 
proaohed those'' of the Missouri and the Rio dd 
Korte. 

" Near our camp-was ra fish-wear, formed of two 
curtains of small willow switches, matted together 
with withes of the same plant, and extending across 
Ihe river in two parallel lines, six feet asunder. 
These were supported by several parcels of poles, 
in the manner already described as in use among 
the iShoshonees, and were rolled up or let 4own at 
(deasure for a fewieet, so as ^either to let the fisih 
pass or to detain them. A seine of irom ^fteen to 
ei^teen feet in length is dragged down the river 
by two persons, and ihe -bottom drawn up against 
the curtain of willows. They also en^loy a small- 
er seine, like a scoopnet, one side o^ whichis con- 
fined to a semicircular isowifive feet long, and half 
the size of a man^s arm, and the other /side held 1^ 
a strong rope, wliic3i, being tied at both ei^ds to ifae 
bow, farms the chord to ihe semicircle.: Has is axsed 
by one person. But the only iish tliey cauld tako 
at this time were mullet of irom fonr to ^e pounds 
in weight,, and which formed the chief :subai8tenoe 
of a village of twelve houses of WoUawc^ahs, a lit- 
tie below us on the Oolumbta, as weU as idf others 
on the opposite side of the river, in the ^oourse of 
tlie day we gave small medals to two ii^erior chiefs, 
each of wlrotn made us a present of a fine diorse. 
We were in a poor coniition fto make an adequaie 
acknowledgment for this kindness, hut igave tbera 
several artieles, among which was a pistol, witii 
some htmdred rounds of amrmunltion. We had, in- 
deed, ^beesti^eated^ these people with an unusoal 
degree of kindness and civility. They sieemed to 
ban^e been suooessful in their hunting during the laat 
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winter, for all of them, but particularly the women, 
were much better clad than when we had seen them 
before ; both sexes among" the Wollawollahs, as well 
as the Chinmapoos, being provided with good robes, 
moccasins, long shirts, and leggins. Their orna- 
ments were similar to those used below, the hair 
being cut on the forehead, and queues falling over 
the shoulders in front of the body : some have small 
plaits at the earlocks, and others tie a bundle of the 
docked foretop in front of the forehead." • • ♦ 

'* April 30. We had now twenty- three horses, many 
of them young and excellent animals, but the greau 
er part had sore backs. The Indians are ffeneralhr 
cruel masters : they ride very hard, and their sad- 
dles being so badly constructed that it is almost im- 
possible to avoid wounding the animal, they will 
continue to ride the poor creatures after their bacl» 
are scarified in the most shocking manner. At 
eleven o'clock we left these honest, worthy people, 
accompanied by our guide and the Chopunnish fam- 
ily, and directed our course north 50^ east, across 
an open, level sandy plain, unbroken except by 
large banks of pure sand, which had drifted in many 
parts to the height of fifteen or twenty feet. The 
rest of the plain is poor in point of soil, but through- 
out there is generally a short grass interspersed with 
aromatic shrubs, and a num^r of plants, the roots 
of which supply the principal food of the natives. 
Among these we observed a root something like the 
sweet potato. At the distance of fourteen miles we 
reached a branch of WollawpUah River, rising in the 
same range of mountains, and emptyihg itself six 
miles above the mouth of the latter. It is a bold, 
deep stream, about ten yards wide, and seems to be 
navigable for canoes. The hills along this creek 
are generally abrupt and rocky, but the narrow bot- 
tom is very fertile, and both possess twenty times 
as much timber as the Columbia itself: indeed, we 
now findf for the first time since leaving Rock Fort, 
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ism abundance of firewood. The growth consists of 
Cottonwood) birch, the crimson haw, red and sweet 
willow, chokecherry, yellow currants, gooseberry", 
the honeysuckle with a white berry, rosebushes, 
sevenbark, and sumach) together with some corn«> 
grass and rushes* The adjirantage of a comfortable 
nre induced us, as it was already night, to halt at 
this place. 

** We were soon supplied by Dfewyer with a bea* 
ver and an otter, of which we took only a part of th6 
former, and gave the rest to the Indians. The otter 
is with them a favourite food, though much inferior, 
at least m our estimation, to the dog, which they 
will not eat. The fiesh of the. horse, too, is seldom 
eaten, and never except when absolute necessity 
compels them to eat it, as the only alternative to 
Mve them from dying with hunger. This fastidi- 
ousness does not seem, however, to proceed so much 
from any dislike to the food as from attachment to 
the animal itself, for many of them ate very heartily 
of the horseflesh which we gave them.'* • • * 

After they had proceeded nine mites the next day, 
their Chopunnish Indian left them, taking an old, 
tmbeaten road which led to the left. " At the dis- 
tance of three miles faf ther,'* continues the Journal, 
** the hills on the north side became lower, and the 
bottoms of the creek widened into a pleasant coun* 
try, two or three miles in extent. The timber, too, 
was now more abundant, and our guide told us that 
we should not want either wood or game from this 
place as far as the Kooskooskee. We had already 
seen several deer, of which we killed one, and ob- 
served great numbers of curlew, as well as some 
cranes, ducks, prairie larks, and several species of 
the sparrow common to the prairies. There is, in 
fact, very little diflTerence in the general face of the 
country here from that of the plams on the Missou- 
ri, except that the latter are enlivened by vast herds 
of buffalo, elk, and other animals, which give it an 
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additional interest. Over these wide bottomsr WB 
continued on a course north 70® east, till^^t^ the dkh 
tance of seventeen miles from where we bad dinedi 
and twenty^sik from our last encampment^ we halt^ 
ed for the night. We had scarcely encamped whea 
three young men came up from the WoUawollah vil* 
Ikge, with asteeUrap Which had inadv^ientlv been 
left behind^ and whicn they had come a whole day's 
journey in order tp: restbre« 1/his act of integrity 
Was the more pleasing^ because, though: very rare 
among Indians^ it corresponded perfectly wHh the 
general behaviour of the WollawoUahsj among whom 
We had lost carelessly several kniveB^ which were 
always nstumed as^ soon as found. We may, in- 
deed, justly aMrm, that' of all the Indians' whom vre 
had met since leaving; the United States^ the Wolla-^ 
Wollahs weie the most' httepitable^ honestf and sfo* 
cere.?' 
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CHAPTER X}- 

The Party pQnoe tfaeir Roote towaids the Koo«koo8lM«.««Th«jr 
Teach the Kinnooeniin jDreek.— Meet with an old Acquaint* 
ance, called the Bishorn Indian.— Arrive at the Month of th6 
Kooskooekee.— Difficulty of purchasing Provisions from the 
Natives, and new Deviceof the Party to obtain them.— Chopim* 
nish Style of Architectare.— Captain Clarke turns Physician, 
and performs several Experiments upon the Natives with Su£- 
ce884— Instance of their Honestyi—Distress of the Indians 
for want of Provisions during the Winter.— The Party fipally 
meet Twisted Hair, to Whom their Horses hftd been Intrusted 
on their Jonmey down. — Quarrel between that Chief and an- 
other d* his Nation, in regard to his Horses.— Cadses of the 
Controversy atated at large.— The two Chiefs reconciled by 
the Interference of the Party, and the Horses restored.— El* 
traordinary Instance of Indian Hospitality towards Stransers.— ^ 
Council held with the Chopunnish, and the Object of the Ex* 
pedition etplained.— The rarty perform other ntredieal Ctires. 
— A newer of the ChoptinnisH to the Speech delivered at the 
Council, ratified by a singular Ceremony.— Tfaegr promisi 
faithfully to follow the Advice of their Visiters. 

Th«t followed the cotine of tlie creek the nett 
day, and, after travelling nineteen miles, encamped 
for the night. The momitains to the sontliwest, at 
the distance of twenty-five miles, though not ap- 
pearing to be very high, were still covered with 
snow. Pursuing a course north 86^ east on ^e 
morning of the 3d, at the distance of twelve miles 
they reached the Kinnooenim Creek ; aiid three miles 
beyond this, in a northeasterly direction, they came 
to a branch of this creek, which they followed for 
eleven miles, and '*at that distance,^* sajrs the Jour* 
nal, we were agreeably surprised by the appearance 
of Weahkoonut, or the Indian whom we had called 
The Bighorn, from the circumstance of his wearing 
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a horn of that animal duspended from his left attll* 
He had gone down with us last year along Lewis's 
River, and was highly serviceable in preparing the 
minds of the natives for our reception. He was, 
moreover, the first chief of a large band of Chopun- 
nish ; and, hearing that We Were on our return, he 
had come with ten of his warriors to meet us. He 
how turned back with us, and we continued up the 
bottoms of the creek for two miles, till the road be- 
gan to leave it, and to cross the hill towards the 
plains. We therefore encamped for the night in a 
grove of Cottonwood, ader we had made a disagree- 
able journey of twenty-eight miles. During the 
greater part of the day the air had been keen and 
cold, and it alternately rained, hailed, and snowed ; 
but, though the wind blew with great violence, it 
was fortunately iVom the southwest, and on our 
backs. We had consumed at dinner the last of oar 
dried meat, and nearly all that was left of the dogs ; 
60 that we supped verv. scantily on the remainder, 
and had nothing for the next day. Weahkoonut, 
howeveir, assured us that there was a house on the 
Hver at no great distance, Where we could supply 
ourselves with provisions. We now missed our 
guide and the WoUawollahs, who had left us ab* 
ruptly in the morning, and never returned. 

" May 4. We were now nearer to the southwest 
mountains, which appeared to become lower as they 
advanced towards the northeast. We followed the 
road over the plains, north 60^ east, for four miles 
to a ravine, where was the source of a small creek, 
down the hilly and rocky sides of which we proceed- 
ed for eight miles to its entrance into Lewis's River, 
about seven miles and a half above the mouth of the 
Kooskooskee. Near this place we found the house 
which Weahkoonut had mehtioned, and where we 
now halted for breakfast. It contained six families, 
but so qaiserably poor that all we could obtain from 
them were two lean dogs and a few large cakes of 
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half-prepared bread, made of a root resembling the 
«weet potato, of all which we contrived to form a 
kind of soup. The aoil of the plain is good, but it 
has no timber. The range of southwestern mount- 
ains was about fifteen miles above us, but conttnued 
to become lower, and was still covered with snow 
to its base. After giving a passage to Lewis's River, 
near their northeastern extremity, they terminate in 
a high level plain between that river and the Koos- 
kooskee. The salmon not having yet called them 
to the rivers, the greater part of, the Chopunnish 
were still dispersed in villages through this plain, for 
the purpose of collecting quamash and cow-weed, 
which grow here in ereat abundance, the soil being 
extremely fertile, and in nqany places covered with 
the long-leafed pine, the larch, and balsam-fir, which 
contribute to render it less dry than the open, un- 
sheltered plains. Aftor our repast we continued our 
route along the west side of the river, where, as well 
as. on the opposite shore, the high hills approached 
it closely, till, at the distance of three miles, we 
halted near two houses. > The inmates consisted of 
five families of Chopunnish, among whom were Te- 
toh or Sky, the younger of the two chiefs who ac- 
companied us in the autumn to the Great Falls of 
the Columbia, and also our old pilot who had con- 
ducted us down to that river. They both advised us 
to cross here, and ascend the Kooskooskee on the 
northeast side, this being the shortest and best route 
to the forks of- that river, where we should find 
Twisted Hair, in whose charge we had left our horses, 
and to which place they promised to show us the 
way. We did not hesitate to accept their offer, and 
crossed over with the assistance of three canoes ; 
but, as the night was coming on, we purchased a lit- 
tle wood and some roots of cow- weed, and encamp- 
ed, though we had made only fifteen miles during 
the day. The evening proved cold and disagree- 
i^le, and the natives crowded round our fire in such 
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numbers that we could 8ciu:ee)y cook cm: keep our- 
selves warm." * • * 

*^ Maj 5. We collected our -horses, and at seven 
o^cloek set forward alone; for Weahkooaut, whose 
people resided above on the west side of Lewis's 
Kiver, resurned his route homeward when we cross- 
ed to the hills. Our road was over the plains for 
four and a half miles to the entrance of the Koos- 
kooskee. We then procee^d op that river, and at 
five miles reached a large mat house, but could not 
procure any provisions from the iu^slbitants ; how- 
ever, on reaching another three miles beyond, we 
were surprised at the liberality of an In^an, who 
presented to Captain Clarice a very fiiie gray mare, 
for which all he requested was a vial of eyewater. 
Last autunui, while we were encamped at the mouth 
of the Chopunnish River, a man who complained of 
a pain in his knee and thigh was brought to us, in 
hopes of receiving some relief. To appearance he 
had recovered from his, disorder, though he had not 
walked for some time ; but, tbat we might not disap- 
point them. Captain Clarke, with mui% ceremony, 
washed and rubbed his sore limbv and gate him some 
volatile liniment to continue the operation, which 
caused, or, more properly, perhaps, did not prevent, 
his complete cure. The man gratefully circulated 
our praises, and our fame as physicians was farther 
increased by the efficacy of some eye-water which 
we had given them at the same time. We were by 
no means dissatisfied at this new resource for ob- 
taining subsistence, as the Indians would give us ha 
provisions without naerehahdise, and our stock was 
now very much reduced. We cautiously abstained 
from giving them any but harmless medicines, and 
as we could not possibly do hahn, our prescriptions, 
though unsanctioned by the faculty, might be useful, 
and were therefore entitled to some remuneration. 
Four miles beyond this we eame to another large 
house, containing ten families, where we halted, and 
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made our dinner on two dogs and a smj^ll quantity 
of roots, which we did not obtain without much dif- 
ficulty. While we were eating, an Indian standing 
by, and looking with great derision at our eating 
dog's desh, threw a poor half-starved puppy almost 
into Captain Lewis's plate, laughing heartily at the . 
humour of it. Captain Lewis took up th^ animal, 
and flung it back with great force into fhe fellow's 
face, and, seizing his tomahawk, threatened to cut 
him down if he dared to repeat such insolence. He 
immediately withdrew, apparently much naortified, 
and we continued our dog repast very quietly. Here 
we met our old Chopunnish guide, with his family ; 
and soon afterward one of our horses, which had 
been separated from the others in the charge of 
Twisted Hair, and been in this neighbourhood for 
several weeks, was caught and restored to us. 

" After dinner we proceeded to the entrance of 
Goiter's Creek, at t^e distance of four miles, and, 
having made twenty and a half miles, encamped on . 
the lower side of it. This creek rises not far from 
the Rocky Mountains, and, passing in the greater 
part of its course through a country well supplied 
with pine, discharges a large body of water. It is 
about twenty-five yards wide, with a pebbled bed 
and low banks. At a little distance from us ivere 
two Chopunnish houses, one of which contained 
eight families, and the other, much the largest i^e 
had yet seen, was inhabited by at least thirty. It 
was rather a kind of 8hed> built, like all the other 
houses, of straw and mats, with a roof one hundred, 
and fifty-six feet long, and about fifteen wide, closed 
at the ends, and having a number of doors on each ' 
side. The vast interior was without partitions, but 
the fires of the different families were kindled in a 
row through the middle of the building, and about 
ten feet apart. This village was the residence of 
one of the principal chiefs of the nation, who was 
called Neeshnepahkeeook, or Cut Nose, from the cir* 
S3 
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camstanee of his nose having been cut by the stroke 
of a lance in battle with the Snake Indians. We 
gave him a small medal ; bat, though he was a great 
chief, his influence among his own people did not 
seem to be con^idejrable, and his countenance pos- 
sessed very little mtelligence. We arrived very 
hungry and weary, but could not purchase any pro- 
visions except a small quantity of the roots of the 
cow-w^d, and some bread made from them. They 
had, however, heard of our medical skill, and made 
many app^hcations for assistance ; but we refused to 
do anything for, them, unless they gave us either 
some dog or horse flesh to eat. We had soon nearly 
fifty patients. A chief brought his wife with an ab- 
scess in her back, and promised to furnish us with a 
horse the next day if we would relieve her. Cap- 
tain Clarke therefore opened the abscess, intro- 
duced a tent, and dressed it wtih basilicon. We 
also prepared and distributed some doses of the flour 
of sulphur and cream of tartar, with directions for 
their use. For these we obtained several dogs ; but 
they were too poor to be eaten, and we therefore 
postponed our medical operations till the morning. 
In the mean time a number of Indians, besides the 
residents of the village, gathered about us, or en- 
camped in the woody bottom of the t^reek. 

*' In the evening we learned from a Snake Indian, 
who happened to be at the place, that one of the old 
men hacl been endeavouring to excite prejudices 
against us by observing that he thought we were 
bad men, and came there, most probably, for the 
purpose of killinif them; In order to remove such 
suspicions, we made a speech, in 'which, by means 
of the same Indian, we informed them of our coun- 
try, and of the purposes of oUr visit. While we 
were thus engaged, we were joined by Weahkoo- 
nut, who assisted us in effacing all unfavourable itn- 

{>re8sions from the minds of the Indians. The fol- 
owiog morning, 
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"May 6, our practice be<^aine more lucrative. The 
womaQ declared that she bad slept better than she 
httd before since her illness. She was therefore 
dressed a second time, and her husband, according 
to promise, brought us a horse, which we immedi- 
ately killed. Besides this woman, we had crowds 
of applicants, chiefly afflictefd with sore eyes ; and, 
alter administering to theip for several hours, found 
ourselves once more in possession of a plentiful 
meal ;^ for the inhabitants became more and mor« 
friendly, and one of them even gave us a horse for 
our prescriptions for his daughter, a little girl who 
was afflicted with the rheumatism.- We morsaver 
exchanged one of our horses with Weahkoonut by 
adding a small flag, obtaining^ an excellent sorrel 
horse. 

^We found^here three men of a nation called 
Skeetsomtsh, who reside at the falls of a large river 
emptying itself into the north side of the Columbia, 
and which takes its rise from a spacious lake in the 
mountains, at no great distance from these falls. 
We now designated this river by the name of 
Clarke V River, as we dtd not know its Indian name, 
and[ we were the flrst whites who had ever visited 
its principal branches ; for the Great Lake River, 
mentioned by Mr. Fidler, if at all connected with 
Clarke's River, must be a very inconsiderable branch. 
To the river, moreover, which we had before called 
Clarke^s River, rising in the southwest mountains, 
we restored the name of Towahnahtooks, the appel- 
iatiou by which it is known tathe Eneeshurs. In 
dress and appearance ^these Skeetsdmish were not 
to be distii^ished (^m the Cliiopunnish ; but their 
language was entirely different, a circumstance which 
we did not learn till their departure, when it was too 
late to obtain' from them a vocabulary of it." * • • 

They set out about two o^clock, accompanied by 
Weahkoonut, with ten or twelve men, and an Indian 
who called himself the brother of Twisted Hair ; 
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and after proceeding niae miles they haUed, harin^ 
lost the horse they had intended to kill, and, conse- 
quently, being obliged to lie down supperless for the 
night. 

They started the next mornings with the brother 
of Twisted Hair for their guide ; and after proceed- 
ing four miles, to a house containing six families, by . 
his advice they crossed to the other side of the riv- 
er, expecting to find game oaore plentiful near the . 
mouth of the Chopunnish. ^* An Indian," says the 
narrative, " now brought two canisters of powder, 
which his dog,'' he stated, *' had discovered under 
ground, in a bottom some miles above. We imme- 
diately knew them to be the same we had buried . 
last autumn, and as he had kept them ^safely, and 
*was honest enough to return them, we rewarded 
him — inadequately, to be sure, but as well as we 
could — with a steel forstrikin|f fire. We set out at 
three o'clock, and pursued a difficult and stony road 
for two miles, when we left the river, and ascended . 
the hills on the right, which began to resemble 
mountains. But when^ we reached the heights we 
saw before us a beautiful level country^ partially 
covered with the long-leafed pine, and supplied with - 
an excellent, herbage, the abundant productions g( 
a dark, rich soil. . In many parts of the plain the 
earth was thrown up into little mounds by some 
animal whose habits most resemble those of the 
salamander ; but, although these mounds were scat- 
tered all over the plains from the Mississippi to the 
Pacific, we had never been able to obtain a sight of 
the animal to which they owe*tbeir origin.'^ 

Coming to a deserted. Indian settlement, on ft 
small creek emptying mto the Kooskooskee, they 
encamped there for the night. The spurs of the 
Rocky Mountains lyere covered with snow, which . 
the Indians said was still deep, and that they 'would 
not bet able to cross them before the 1st of June« 
They had seen some deer in the course of the day, 
^d the tracks of many others. 
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^'Maj 8. Most of the hunters set out at dayligfat 
By eleven o^clock they all retumed, with four deer, 
and a duck of an uncomoion kind, which, with tho 
Yenutins of our horse, formed a stock of provisions 
such as we bad not lately possessed. Not having 
•uc faeilkies of procuring subsistence with guns, 
the natives of this country must often suffer very 
severely. During the last winter they had been so 
much distressed for food, that they were obliged to 
boil and eat the moss growing on the pine-trees. At 
the same time they cut down nearly all the long- 
leafed pines (which we observed lying on tho 
ground), fjor the purpose of collecting its seed, which 
resembles in size and shape that of the large sun- 
flower, and, when roasted or boiled, is nutritious, and 
not disagreeable to the taste. In the spring they 
peel this pine, and eat the inner bark ,^ and in the 
oreek near us they take some trout by means of a 
falling trap, similar to those common in the United 
States. We gave Neeshnepahkeepok and his peo- 
ple some of our game and horseflesh, besides the 
entrails Of the deer. They^ did not eat any of it 
perfectly raw, but the entrails had very little cook- 
ing. The Shoshonee was offended at not receiving 
as^mueh venison as he wished, and refused to inter- 
pret ; b^t, as we took no notice of him, he became 
very officious in the course of a few hours, and made 
many advances to reinstate himself in our favour. 
The mother of Twisted Hair and Neeshnepahkeeook 
DOW drew a sketch, which we preserved, of all the 
waters west of the Rocky Mountains. They made 
the main southern branch of Lewises River much 
more extensive than the other, and placed a great 
iKimber of Shoshonee villages on its western side. 

** Between three and four o'clock in the afternoon 
we set out, in company with Neeshnepahkeeook and 
other Indians, the brother of Twisted Hair having le(t 
us. Our route was up a high steep hill to a level 
liain, with little wood, over which we passed in a 
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direction parallel to the river for four mSes, when 
we met Twjsted Hair and six of his people. To this 
chief we had confided our horses and part of our 
saddles the preceding autuqw, and we therefore 
ibrmed very unfavourable surmises on finding that 
he received us with much coldness. He sooA be|^ 
to speak to Neeshnepahkeeook in a very loud, angry 
tone, and was answered by him« We now discov- 
ered that ^here was a violent quarrel between these 
chiefs, on the subject, as we afterward understood, 
of our horses. But, as we could not learn the cause, 
and were desirous of terminating the dispute, we 
interposed, and told them that we should go on to 
the first water and halt. We therefore set out, fol- 
lowed by aU the .Indians, ^d, halving reached, al 
two miles^ distance, a small stream running to the 
right, we encamped, the two chiefs and their little 
bands fornung separate camps at a distance from 
each other. , TJiey all appeared to be in very in hu- 
mour ; and as we had already heard a report that the 
Indians had discovered and carried off our saddles, 
and that the horses >vere much, scattered, we began . 
to be uneasy lest there should be too much founda- 
tion for the rumour. We were therefore anxious to 
reconcile'the two chiefs as soon as possible, and de- 
sired the Shoshonee to interpret for us.while we at- 
tempted \p mediate between them : hut he peremp- 
torily refused to speak a word. He^ observed that 
it was a qua]:rel between the two chiefs, and he had 
therefore na right to interfere; nor could all our 
representations, that, in merely repeatiqg what we 
said, he could not possibly be considered as meddling 
between them, induce him to take any part in it 

" Soon afterward Drewyer returned from hunting, 
and was sent to invite Twisted Hair to smoke with 
us. He accepted the invitation, and, as we were 
smoking over our fire, he informed us that, accord- 
ing to his promise on leaving us ^ the Falls of the 
Columbia, he collected our horses and took charge 
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t>f them as soon as he reached home. But about 
this time Neeshnepahkeeook andTunnachemootoolt, 
or Broken Arm, who, as we passed, had been on a 
war party against the Shoshonees on the south 
branch of Lewis's River, returned, and becoming 
jealous of him because the horses had been conMed 
to his care, constantly sought to quarrel wiih him. 
At length, being an old man, and unwilling to live in 
a perpetual broil with these chiefs, he gave up the 
care of the horses to them, in consequence of which 
the aninaals had be<iome very much scattered. The 
greater part of them were, however, still in the 
neighbourhood ; some in the forks between the 
Ohopunnish aod Kooskooskee, and three or four 
at the village of Broken Arm, about half a day's 
march higher up the riven He added, that on the 
rise of the river in the spring, the earth had fallen 
frooi the door of the *c«cA«, and exposed the saddles, 
«ome'of which had probably been lost; but that, as 
«oon aS;he was acquainted with the situation of them, 
he had them buried in another deposite, where they 
now were. He promised that, if we would stay the 
next day at his house, a few miles distant, he would 
eoUect sQch of the horses as were in the neighbour- 
^ood, and send his young men for those in the forks, 
over the Koo$kooskee> He moreover advised us to 
visit Broken Arm, who was a chief of great eminence, 
and he would himself guide us to his dwelling; 

" We told him that we would follow his advice in 
eveiy respect ; that we'had confided our horses to 
his care, and expected he would deliver them to us, 
on which we should cheerfully give him the two ffuns 
and the ammunition we* had promised him. With 
this he seemed very much pleased, and declared he 
would use every exertion to restore the horses. We 
now sent for Neeshnepahkeeook, or Cut Nose, and, 
after smoking for some time> began by expressing 
to the two cUefs our regret at seeing a misunder- 
•taQdiD|[ between them. Ne^dshnepahkeeook replied 
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that Twisted Hair was >a bad old man, and wore two 
faces ; for, instead of taking care of our horses, be 
had suffered his young men to hunt with them, so 
that, they had been very much injured, and it was 
for this reason that Broken Arm and himself had for- 
bidden him to use them. Twisted Hair made no re- 
ply to this speech} and we then told Neeshaepah- 
keeook of our arrangement for the next day. He 
appeared to be very well satisfied, and said he would 
himself go with us to Broken. Arm, who expected to 
see us, and had two bad -horses for us; hy which ex- 
pression it was meant that he intended making us a 
present of two valuable horses. That cluef, he also 
mformed us, had been apprized of our want of pro^ 
visions, and had sent four yotii^ men with a supply 
for us ; but that, having taken a different road^ they 
had missed us. ^fter this interview we retired to 
rest at a late hour, and in the nMnrning, 

" May 9, after sending oiit several hunters, we 
proceeded through a rich, level country, similar t# 
that of the previous day, for six miles, when, we 
leached the house of Twisty Hair, situated near 
some larch-trees and a few bushes of the balsam- 
fir." • • • ** Late in the afternoon Twisted Hairre- 
turned with about half the saddles we had left in tbe 
liutumn, and some powder and lead that had bees 
buried at the same place. Soon after the Indiaos 
brought us twenty-oae of our horses, the greater 
part of which were in excellent ^order, thoi^ some 
of them had not yet recovered from hard usage, and 
three had sore backs. We were, however, very 
fflad to recover them in any condition, deveral In- 
dians came down from the village of Tonnacbemoo- 
toolt, and passed the night with us. Cut Nose «id 
Twisted Hair seemed now to be perfectly reoonclM, 
for thev both slept in the house of the latter. The 
man who had imposed himself vpon us as a brothtr 
of Twisted Hair also came and Bene wed his advancett 
but we £Muid thi^ lie was aa i 
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fellow, of no respectability ia the nation, and we 
therefore felt no inclination to cultivate any intima- 
cy with him. Our camp was in an open plain, and 
soon became very uncomfortable ; for the wind was 
high and cold, and the rain and hail, which began 
about seven o^cIock, changed in about two hours to 
a heavy fall of snow, which continued tiU after six 
o^clock the next moniing,* 

"May 10, when it ceased, after covering the 
ground eight inches deep, and leaving the air keea 
and frosty. We soon collected our horses, and, after 
a scanty breakfast of roots, set oiit oa a course south 
35° east. The road was very slippery, and the snow 
stuck to the horses^ feet, and made them stumble - 
very frequently. After going about sixteen miles 
we came to the hills on Commearp Creek, whidii 
were six hundred feet high, and their tops covered: 
with snow, though in the lower parts, as well as 
slong the bottom of the creek, there had been only 
rain, while it was snowing on the elevated plains. 
Descending these hills to the creek, at about four 
o^clock we reached the house of Tunnachemootoolt,. 
where the flag which we had given him was dis- 
played on a staff, and beneath which we were re- 
ceived with due form, and then conducted a short 
distance to a good spot for an encampment, on Com- 
mearp Creek. We next collected the men of con- 
sideration in the tribe, and, after smoking with them, 
explained how destitute we were of provisions. 
The chief then spoke to the people, and they imme- 
diately brought about two bushels of dried auamash. 
toots, some cakes of the roots of cow-weed, and a 
dried salmoti-trouU We thanked them for this sup- 
ply, but observed at -the same time that, not being 
accustomed to live on roots only, we feared that such 
£et might make our men sick, and proposed to ex- 
change one of our good hprses which was rather 
poor, for one that was fatter that we might kill 
The hospitable feelings of the chief were shocked al 
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tiie idea of an exchange ; and lie at once replied 
that hia people had an abundance of young horses, 
and that, if we were disposed to eat such food, we 
might have as many as we wanted. Accordingly, 
they soon brought us two fat yonng horses, asking 
for nothing in return: an act of liberal kindness 
much greater than any we had witnessed since 
crossing the Rocky Mountains, if it may not, indeed, 
be considered the only really hospitable treatment 
we bad received in this part of the world. We kill- 
ed one of the horses, and then telling the natives 
that we were fatigued and hungry, and that, as soon 
as we were refre^ied, we would communicate freely 
with them, began to prepare our repast. 

** During tliis time a principal chief, called Hohas- 
tillpilp, came from his village, about six miles dis- 
tant, with a party of fifty men, for the purpose of 
waiting us. We invited him into our circle, and he 
alighted and smoked with us, while his retinue, with 
five elegant horses, continued mounted at a short 
distance. While this was going on, the chief had a 
large leathern tent spread for us, and desired that 
we would make it our home so long as we remained 
at his village. We removed there, and having made 
a ^9e^ and cooked our supper of horseflesh and 
loots, collected all the distinguished men present, 
aad spent the evening in making known who we 
were, what were the objects of our journey, and in 
answering their inquiries. To each of the chiefs 
Tumiachemootoolt and Hohastillpilp we gave a 
amail medal, explaining their use and importance as 
honorary distinctions both among the whites and the 
red men. Our nien were well pleased at once more 
having made a heartj ipeal. They had generally 
hee» in the habit of crowding into the houses of the 
iDd&ans. to purchase provisions on the best terms 
tbmy GoiM; for the inhospitahty of the country was 
.8«eh, that often, in the extreme of hunger, they were 
• eUiged to treat the natives with but little ceremony ; 
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bat this Twisted Hair had told us was very disagree- 
able. Finding that these people are so kind and 
liberal, we ordered our men to treat them with the 
greatest respect, and not to throng round their fires, 
so that they now agree perfectly well together. Af- 
ter the council the Indians felt no disposition to re- 
tire, and our tent was filled with them all night. 
The next morning, 

** May 1 1, we arose eaily, and breakfasted again 
on horseflesh. This village of Tunnachemootoolt 
was, in fact, only a single house, one hundred and 
fifty feet long, built after the Chopunnish fashion, 
with sticks, straw, and dried grass. It coBtained 
twenty-four fires, about double that number of fami- 
lies, and might muster, perhaps, one hundred fight- 
ing men. Their chief subsistence was. roots ; and 
the noise made by the women in pounding them 
gave one the idea of a nail-faclory. Yet, notwith- 
standing so many families were crowded together, 
we found the Chopunnish much more cleanly ia 
their persons and habitations than any people we 
had met since leaving the Ottoes on the River Platte. 
In the course of the morning,. a chief named Yoom- 
pahkatim, a stout, good-Iooking man of about forty 
years of age, who had lost his left eye, arrived from 
his village on the south side of Lewises River. We 
gave him a small medal, and, finding that there were 
now present the principal chiefs of the Chopunnish 
nation, viz., Tunnachemootoolt, Broken Arm, Neesh- 
nepahkeeook, Voompahkatim, and Hohastillpilpi 
whose rank was in the order they are mentioned, 
we thought this a favourable moment to explain to 
them the intentions of our government We there- 
fore collected the chiefs and warriors, and having 
drawn a map of the relative situation of our coun- 
try on a mat with a piece of coal, detailed the na- 
ture and power of the American nation, its desire to 
preserve harmony between all its red brethren, and 
lis intention of establishing trading-hotises for their 
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relief and support. It was not without difificaltj, 
nor till nearly half the day had been spent, that we 
were al)le to convey all this information to the 
Chopunnish, much of which might have been lost or 
misapprehended in its translation into so many dif- 
ferent languages; for, in ttie first place^ we spoke in 
English to one of our men, who translated it into 
French to Chaboneau, who interpreted it to his wife 
In the Minnetaree tongue, while she then put it into 
Shoshonee, and the young Shoshonee prisoner ex- 
plained it to the Chopunnish in their own dialect. 
At last, however, we succeeded in communicating 
the impression we wished, and then adjourned the 
conncil ; after which we amused oiu: hosts by show- 
ing them the wonders of the compass, the spyglass, 
the magnet, the watch, and the air-gim, each of 
which attracted its share of admiration. They said 
that after we left the Minnetarees last autumn, three 
young Chopunnish had gone over to that nation, the 
people of which had mentioned to them our visit, 
and the extraordinary articles we had with hs, but 
that they had placed no confidence in it until now. 
Among other persons present was a youth, son of a 
Chopunnish chief of much consideration, killed nol 
long since by the Minnetarees of Fort de Prairie. 
As soon as the council was over, he brought a very 
fine mare, with her colt, and begged us to accept 
them, as a proof that he intended to follow our ad- 
vice, for he had opened his ears to it, and it had made 
his heart glad. We now resumed our medical la- 
bours, and had a number of patients afBicted with 
scrofula, rheumatism, and sore eyes, to all whom 
we administered very cheerfully as far as our skill 
and supplies of medicine would permit. We also 
visited a chief who had for three years past so com- 
pletely lost the use of his limbs, that he lay like ^ 
corpse in whatever position he was placed ; yet he 
ate heartily, digested his food well, had a regular 
pulse, and retained his flesh ; in short, but that htt 
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WM somewhat pale with lying so long out of the 
sun, he might have been mistaken for a roan in per« 
feet health. This disease did not seem to be com- 
mon ; indeed, we saw only three cases of it among 
the Chopunnish, who alone are afflicted with it. 
The scrofulous diiiorders we may readily conjecture 
to originate' in the long confinement to vegetable 
diet, which may also, perhaps, increase the soreness 
of the eyes ; but this strange disorder baffled at once 
our curiosity- and our skiU. Our assistance was 
again demanded early the next morning, 

*'May 13, by a crowd of Indians, to whom we 
gave eye- water. Shortly after, the chiefs and war- 
riors held a council among themselves, to decide on 
an answer to our speech, and the result was, as we 
were informed, that they had full eontidence in what 
we had told them, and were resolved to follow our 
advice. This determinatton having been made, the 
principal chief, Tunnachemootoolty took a quantity 
of flour of the roots of cow-weed, and going round 
to all the kettles and baskets in which his people 
were cooking, thickened the soup into a kind of 
mush. He then began an harangue, setting forth 
the result of the dehberations among the chiefs, and 
after exhorting them to unanimity, concluded with 
an invitation to all who acquiesced in the proceed- 
ings of the council to come and eat ; while those 
who were of a different mind were requested to- 
show their dissent by not partaking of the feasts 
During this animated harangue, the women, who 
were probably uneasy at the prospect of forming 
this proposed new connexion with strangers, tore 
their hair, and wrung their hands with the greatest 
appearance of distress. But the concluding appeal 
of the orator effectually stopped the mouths of every 
Inalecontent, and the proceedings were ratified, and 
the mush devoured with the most zealous unanimity. 
The chiefs and warriors then citme in a body to visit 
us as we were seated near our tent ; and at their 
T8 
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instance, two young men, one of whom was a son 
of Tunnachemootoolt, and the other the youth whose 
father had been killed by the Pahkees, presented to 
lis each a fine horse. We invited the chiefs to be 
seated, and gave erery one of them a flag, a pound 
of powder, and. fifty balls, and a preseivt of the same 
kind to the young men from whom we had received 
the horses. They then invited us into the tent, and 
said that they now wished to answer what we. had 
told them yesterday, but that many of their people 
were at that moment waiting in great pain for oar 
medical assistance. It was therefore agreed that 
Captain Clarke, who was the favourite physician, 
should visit the sick, while Captain Lewis held the 
council ; which was opened by an old man» the fa- 
ther of HohAstillpilp. He began by declaring that 
the nation bad listened with attention to our advice, 
and had only one heart and one tongue in declaring 
their determination to follow it. They kaew weU 
the advantages of peace, for they valued the lives of 
their young» men too much to expose them to the 
dangers of war ; and their desire to live quietly with 
their neighbours had induced them last summer to 
send three warriors with a pipe to the SJionhonees, 
in the plains of the Columbia south of Lewis's Riv- 
er. These ministers of peace had been killed by the 
Shoshonees, against whom the nation iiiunediately 
took up arms. Iliey had met thenv last winter and 
killed forty-two men^ with the loss of only three of 
their own party ; so that, having revenged their de- 
ceased brethren, they would no longer make war on 
the Shoshcmees, but receive them as friends. As to 
going with us to the pluins of the Missouri, they 
would be very willing to do so; for, though the Black- 
foot Indians and the Fahkees had shed much of their 
blood, they still wished to live in peace with them. 
But we had not yet seen either of these nations, and 
it would therefore be unsafe for them to venture 
till they were assured of not being attacked by them. 
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Still, however, some of their young men should ac- 
company us across the mountains, and if they could 
effect a peace with their enemies, the whole nation 
would go over to the Missouri in the course of the 
next summer. On our proposal that one of their 
chiefs should go with us to the country of the whites, 
they had not yet decided, but would let us know be- 
fore we led ; but that, at all events, the whites might 
calculate 6n their attachment and their best services, 
for, though poor, their hearts were good. The snow 
was, however, still so deep on the mountains, that 
we should periph in attempting the passage, but if 
we waited till after the next full moon, the snows 
would havB melted sufficiently to enable our horses 
to subsist on the grass. 

** As soon as this speech was concluded, Captain 
Lewis replied at some length : they appeared to be 
highly gratified with what he said, and after smoking 
the pipe, made us a present of another fat horse. 
In turn, we gave Broken Arm a vial of eye-water, 
with directions how to wash the eyes of those who 
should apply for it ; and as we promised to fill it again 
when it was exhausted, he seemed very much pleas- 
ed with our liberality. To Twisted Hair, who had 
last night collected six more horses, we gave a 
gun, a hundred balls, and two pounds of powder, 
and told him he should have the same quantity when 
we received the remainder of our horses. In the 
course of the day three more of them were brought 
in, and a fresh exchange of small presents put the 
Indians in excellent humour. On our expressing a 
wish to cross the river, and form a camp in order to 
hunt and fish till the snows had meltf»d, they recom-* 
mended a position a few mites distant, and promised 
to furnish us the next day with a canoe to pass over. 
"We invited Twisted Hair to establish himself near our 
camp, for he had several young sons, one of whom 
we hoped to engage as a guide, and he promised to 
do so. Having now settled all theif affairs, the In* 
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dians divided themselves into two parties, and began 
to play the game of hiding a bone, already described 
SIS common to ail the natives of this country/' 



CHAPTER XII. 

The Party encamp among the Chopannish, and recelre farther 
Evidence of iheir Hospitality.— indiaii Mode ol boiling Bear's 
Flesh.—Uf decoying the Owt within Keach of their Arrows. 
~ Character of 4 he 601I and Climate among the Ko^ky Mount- 
aina.— Varieties of Clwiate.— Character of the Naiivea.— 
1'heir Dress and Ornaments.— Moile ot burying the Dead.— 
The Party administer medical Ketiff to the Natives.— One 
of the Natives restored to the Use of his Limbs by Sweat- 
ing, and the curious Process by which Perspiration was exci- 
ted —Another Proof of ChopaniHsh Hospitahty. — s>Qccest 
of their sweating Prescription on an Indian Chief. — Descrip- 
tion of the Horned Lizard and a Variety of Insects. — Aiiach- 
ment of the Friends of a dying Indian to a Tomahawk which ha 
had stolen from the Party, an<i which they desired 10 bury with 
the Body. -Description of the River 'rummanamah. — The In- 
dians return an Answer to a Piropoaition made by the Party. 

TuET were disappointed in being furnished with a 
canoe in season to cross the river the next day, but 
passed over on the 14th, and formed their camp 
where the Indians had recommended. " As soon as 
we had encamped,'* says the Journal, '^ Tunnache- 
mootoolt and Hohastillpiip, with about twelve of their 
nation, came to the opposite side and began to sing, 
this being the usual token of friendship on such oc- 
casions. We sent the canoe for them, and the two 
chiefs came over with several of the party, among 
whom were the two younff men who had given us 
the two horaes in behalf of the nation. After smo- 
king for some time, Hohastillpiip presented to Cap- 
tain Lewis an elegant gray gelding which he had 
brought for the purpose, and was perfectly satisfied it 
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receiving in return a handkerchief, two hundred 
balls, and four pounds of powder. 

'* The hunters killed some pheasants, two squir- 
rels, and a mal^ and a female bear, the first of which 
was large and fat, and of a bay colour ; the second, 
meager, grizzly, and of a smaller size. They were of 
the species common to the upper part of the Mis- 
souri, and might well be termed the variegated bear, 
for they are found occasionally of a black grizzly 
brown or red colour. There is every reason to be- 
lieve that ihey are of precisely the same species. 
Those of different colours are sometimes killed to- 
gether, as in the case of these two, and as we had 
found the white and bay associated together on the 
Missouri : some nearly white were seen in this 
neighbourhood by the hunters. Indeed, it is not 
common to find any two bears of the same colour ; 
and if difference of colour were allowed to constitute 
a distinct species, the number would be increased to 
almost twenty. Soon after they killed a female bear 
with two cubs. The mother was black, with a con- 
siderable intermixture of white hairs, and a white 
spot On her breast. One of the cubs was jet black, 
and the other of alight reddish brown or bay colour. 
The fur of these variegated bears is much finer, lon- 
ger, and more abundant than that of the common 
black bear ; but the most striking difference between 
them is, that the former are larger, have longer tusks, 
and longer as well as blunter claws ; that they prey 
more on other animals ; and that they lie neither so 
long nor so closely in winter-quarters, and never 
climb a tree, however closely pressed by the hunters. 
The variegated bear here, though specifically the same 
with those we met on the Missouri, are by no means 
80 ferocious, probably because the scarcity of game 
and the habit of living on roots may have weaned 
them from attacking and devouring animals. Still, 
however, they are not so passive as the common 
black bear, which are also found here ; for they had 
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foug)U with oar hunteis, tkougU with less fiuy than 
those on the other side of the mountains. 

** A lai^e part of the meat we gave to the Indians, 
to whom it was a great luxury, as they scarcely taste 
flesh once in a month. 1*faey immediately prepared 
a large (ire of dried wood, on which were thrown a 
number of smooth stones from the river. As soon as 
the fire went down and the stones were heated, they 
were laid dose to each oiher in a level positioa, 
and covered with a quantity of pine branches, on 
which were placed flitches of the ineat, and then 
boughs and flesh alternately for several courses, 
leaving a thick layer of pine on the top. > Ou this 
heap they then poured a small quantity of water, and 
covered the whole with earth to the depth of four 
inches. After remaining in this state for about three 
hours, the meat was taken ofl", and was really more 
teiKier than that which we had boiled or roasted, 
though the strong flavour of tlie pine rendered it dis- 
agreeable to our palates. This repast gave them 
much satisfaction; for, though they sometimes kifl 
the black be^r^ they attack very reluctantly the fierce 
Tariegated bear; and never except when they caa 

gursue him on horseback over the plains, and shoot 
im with arrows." • • • 

** May 15. As we were compelled to pass some 
time in this neighbourhood, a number of hunters 
were iient in dtlTerent directions, and the rest were 
employed in completing the camp. We secured the 
baggage with a shelter of grass, and made a kind of 
bower of the under part of an old sail, the leathern 
tent being too rotten for use, while the pnen formed 
very comfortable huts in the shape of the awning of 
a wagon, by meaps of willow poles and grass. 
Tunnachemootoolt and his young men left us in the 
morning to go home, and soon after we were visit- 
ed by a party of fourteen Indians on hot-seback, pro- 
ceeding on a hunting excursion, armed with bows and 
arrows. The chief game is the deer, and, whenever 
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the ground will permit, they prefer hunting on horse^ 
back ; but in the woodlands, where thi« is inr»practi- 
cable, they make use of a decoy. This consists of 
the skin of the head and upper part of the neck of a 
deer, kept in its natural shape hy a frame of small 
sticks in the inside^ As soon as the hunter perceires 
a deer, he conceals himself, and with his hand mores 
the decoy so as to represent a real deer in the act of 
feeding, which is done so naturally that the game is ' 
enticed within reach of their arrows." • ♦ • 

The next day a horse which had strayed was 
brought back by one of the Indians, thus affording 
another instance of the honesty of these people. 
Their natire guests all left them in the eoiurse of 
the day. 

** May 17. It rained,'* continues the narrative, 
"during the greater part of the night, and oer flimsy 
covering being insufficicHt fir our protection, we 
lay in water the most of the time ; and, what was 
more unluckj, our chronometer got wet. The rain 
continued with us nearly the whde day, while on 
the high plains t|ie snow was falling, and lay two or 
three inches in depth. This weather conftned us to 
our camp, and kept the Indians frotii us; so that for 
the first time since we had left the Narrows of the 
Coltmnbia, a day waa passed without being visited 
by them. - 

** The country along the Rocky Mountains, for sev- 
eral hundred miles in length and about fifty in width, 
is a high level plain ; in all its parts extremely fer- 
tile, and in many places covered with a growth of 
tall long-leafed pine. This plain is chiefly inter* 
rupted near the streams of water, where the hills are 
steep and lofty ; but the soil on them is good, being 
unencunrbered by much stone, and possessing more 
timber than the level country. Under shelter of 
these hills, the bottom lands skirt the margins of the 
rivers, and though narrow and confined, are fertile 
«Bd rarely krandated. Neaiiy the wh(^e of thtt 
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widespread tract is covered with a profusion of 
grass and plants, which were at this time as high as 
the knee. Among these are a variety of esculent 
plants and roots, gathered without much difficulty, 
and yielding not only a nutritious, but a very agree- 
able food, 'i'he air is pure and dry, the climate quite 
as mild, if not milder, than in the same parallels of 
latitude in the Atlantic States, ^nd must be equally 
healthy; for all the disorders which we had wit- 
nessed might fairly be imputed more to the nature 
of the diet of the inhabitants than to any peculiarity 
of climate This general observation is of course 
to be qualified, since in the same tract of country 
the degrees of the variation of heat and cold depend 
much upon the influence of situation. Thus the 
rains ef the low grounds near our camp were snows 
in the high plains ; and while the sun shone with in- 
tense heat in the confined bottoms, the plains had 
a much colder air, and the vegetation was retarded 
there at least fifteen days, while at the foot of the 
mountains the snows were still many feet in depth ; 
so that within twenty miles of our camp we observ- 
ed the rigours of winter cold, the cool air of spring, 
and the oppressive heat of midsumrper. On the 
plains, however^ where the snow had fallen, it seem- 
ed to do but little injury to the grass and other plants, 
which, though apparently tender and susceptible, 
were still blooming at the height of nearly eighteen 
inches through their wintry mantle. In short, this 
district affords many advantages to settlers ; and, if 
properly cultivated, would yield every object ne- 
cessary for the subsistence and comfort of civilized 
man. 

" The Chopunnish are in general stout, well form- 
ed, and active : they have high, and many of them 
aquiline noses, and the general appearance of the 
face is cheerful and agreeable, though without any 
indication of gayety and mirth. Like most of the 
Indians, they extract their beards: there does not 
\ 
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appear to be any natural deficiency in this respect, for 
we observed several men, who, if they had adopted 
the practice of shaving, would have been as well sup- 
plied with beards as ourselves. The dress of both 
sexes resembles that of the Shoshonees, and con- 
sists of a I6ng shirt reaching to the tin'gh, leggins as 
high as the waist, and moccasins and robes, all of 
which are formed of skins. 

** Their ornaments are beadjs, shells, and pieces of 
brass attached to different parts of the dress, tied 
round the arms, neck, and wrists, or thrown oVer 
the shoulders; and to these are added pearls and 
beads suspended from the ears, and a single shell of 
wampum through the nose. The headdress of the 
men is a bandeau of fox or otter skin, either with or 
without the fur, and sometimes an ornament is tied 
to a plait of hair falling from the crown of the head : 
that of the women is"a cap without rim, formed of 
bear-grass and cedar bark; while the hair itself of 
both sexes fall^ in two rows down the front of the 
body. Collars of bears' claws are also common. 
But the perstmal ornament most esteemed is a sort 
of breastplate, formed of a strip of otter-skin six 
inches wide, cut out of the whole length of the back 
of the animal, including the head : this being dressed 
with the hair on, a hole is made in the upper end for 
the head of the wearer to pass through, and the skin 
hangs down in front, with the tail reaching below 
the knee, and ornamented with pieces of pearl, red 
cloth, wampum, or, in short, any other fanciful dec- 
oration. Tippets, also, are occasionally worn. That 
of Hohastillpilp was formed of human scalps, and 
adorned with the thumbs and fingers of the enemies 
he had slain in battle.* 

* And yet this chief belonsfed to a nation immediately after 
ward praised for their amiability. Such are the contradictioM 
in the character of the wild, uncultivated, and ungovemed aav- 
age. This chief showed unbounded liberality, and the most 
Irospitable attentions, to the party. 
Vol. II.-U 
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^ The Chopimnish are among the most alniahle^ 
Indians we had seen. Their character is placid and 
gentle, rarely moved into passion, and not oftea eiK- 
Uvened by gayety. Their amusemeiits consist in. 
running races, and in shooting with arrows at a tar^ 
get, and they are addicted to the aij-prevailiiig vice 
of gambling. They are much 4ess taken with baw- 
bias than the generality of Iiklians, and are chiefly 
anxious to obtain articles of utility, such as kotves, 
tomahawks, kettles, blankets, and awls for making 
moccasins. They have also suffered so miKth fron^ 
the superior equipment of their enemies, that they 
are very desirous of procuring arais and animuni* 
tion, which they are gradually acquiring ; for the. 
band of Tunnachemootoolt Uuve already six guosi 
which they obtained from the Minnetmreea« 

** The Chopunnish bury their dead in sepulchres 
formed of boards, and in shape like the roof of a* 
house. The bodies. are rolled in skins, and laid one 
above another, separated only by a board. W« 
have sometimes seen their dead deposited in wood^ 
en boxes, after beinff rolled in skina in the same 
manlier. They sacrifice to tlie deceased their hoiw 
ses, canoes, and every other species of property, and 
numerous bones of horses may be seen lying rowid 
Uieir sepulchres." • ♦• • 

*** Among the reptiles common in this country is Si 
species of lizard, which we called the ho^rned lizaidi 
about the size, and much resembling in iigure the 
ordinary black lizard. Its belly is, however, broad- 
er, its tail shorter, and its action mueh slower than 
that of the common lizard. It crawls like the toad« 
and is of a hrown colour variegated with yellowiiA 
brown spots : it is covered with minute shells, in* 
terspersed with little horny projections like prickles, 
on the upper part of the body« The belly and thiost 
resemble that of the frog, and are of a light yellow- 
ish brown. The edges of the belly are regularly 
studded with these horny projections, wjiich give to 
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tfieni « vemited appearance : the e3re is small and 
of a dark colour. Above and behind the eyes are 
sei^ral bony project ions, which, being armed at the 
extremities with a firm black substance, l<ioking like 
horna sprouting from the head, induced us to call it 
the homed Itzaxd^ These animals are found in great 
abundance in the sandy parts of the plains, and af- 
ter a shower of rain are seen basking in the sun, 
but for the greater part of the time they are con- 
cealed in holes. They are also seen in great num* 
bers on the banks of the Missouri, and in the plains 
through which we passed above the WoUawollahs.'* 
• • • 4. i^Qgi Qf ^(,g insects of the United States 
are common here, though there is neither the hor* 
aet, the wasp, nor the yellow jacket, but an insect 
I'esembliog the last of these, though much largen 
They are very numerous, particularly in the Rocky 
Mountains and on the waters of the Columbia : the 
body and abdomen ^re yellow, with transverse cir- 
cles of black, the head black, and the wings, which 
are four in numberv are of a dark brown colour; 
their nests are built in the ground, and resemble 
that of the hornet, with an outer covering to the 
eomb. These insects are very fierce, and sting se- 
verely, so that we found them exceedingly trouble- 
some in frightening our horses as we passed the 
mountains. The silkworm is also found here, as 
well as the humble*bee, though tl>e honey-bee is not." 

From the 18th to the 23d nothing of special inte]^ 
est occurred. For several days they had almost 
constant rains, and the hunters had very little suc- 
eess in killing game, so that Uiey were very scan- 
tily supplied with food. The salmon, however, were 
soon expected, as they had received accounts of 
their having made their appearance in Lewis's River. 

" May 24. This proved the warmest day," says 
the Journal, ** since our arrival. Besides adminis- 
tering medical relief to the Indians, we were now 
obliged to devote much of our time to the caro of 
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our own invalids. ^ The child of Sacaja wea was veiy 
unwell ; and with"one of the men we had ventured 
an experiment of a very bold character. He had 
been for some time sick, but had now recovered bis 
flesh, ate heartily, and digested well, but had so 
great a weakness in the loins that he could not walk, 
nor even sit upright without extreme pain. After 
we had in vain exhausted the resources of our art, 
one of the hunters mentioned that he bad known 
persons in a similar situation restored by violent 
swcHts, and at the request of the patient we permit- 
ted thC' remedy to be applied. For this purpose, a 
hole about four feet deep and three in diameter was 
dug in the earth, and heated well by a large fire in 
the bottom of it. The fire was then laken out, 
and an arch formed over the hole by means of wil- 
low poles, and covered with several blankets, so as 
to form a perfect awning. The patient, being strip- 
ped naked, was seated under this on a bench, witk 
a piece of board for his feet, while with a jug of wa- 
ter he sprinkled the bottom and sides of the h(4e, so 
as to keep up as hot a steam as He could bear. A^ 
ter remaining twenty minutes in this situation he 
was taken out, in^mediately plunged twice into cold 
water, and then brought back to the hole, where he 
was again subjected to the vapour bath. During aU 
this time he drank copiously a strong infusion of 
horse mint, which was used as a substitute for the 
seneoa root, which our informant said he had seen 
employed on these occasions, but of which there 
was none in this country. At the end of three qoar- 
ters of an hour he was again withdrawn from the 
hole, carefully wrapped up, and sulfered to cool 
gradually. The morning after this operation was 
performed he walked about, and was nearly free 
from pain. 

"About eleven o'clock a canoe arrived ^ith three 
Indians, one of whom was the poor creature who 
had lost the use of his limbs, and for whose recov- 
ery the natives seemed very anxious, as he was a 
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chief of considerable rank among ihem. His situm- 
tJQu, however^ was beyond tbe readi of our «kilL 
He complained of no pain in any particular limb, and 
"we therefore thought his disorder could not be 
rheumatic ; and his limbs woidd have been more 
attenuated if his diseaise had been a paralytic adfec- 
tion." ♦ * * . 

The two following days the hunters iailed alto- 
gether in obtaining game, but purchased a few roots, 
which they brought in. The Indians still remained 
at the encampment witl^ their sick chief, discovering 
the most affectioirate anxi^^ty for his cure, and con- 
tinually soliciting that something farther might be 
done for him. The snows on the mountains were 
> evidently disappearing, and oq. the S6ih they were 
gladdened by the sight of a salmon in the river. 

*'May 27. The horse the Indians had given us 
some time ago had gone astray, but in our present 
dearth of provisions we searched for him and killed 
him. Observing that we were in want of f(K>d, Ho- 
hastiilpilp told us that mo^t of the horses which we 
saw running at large belonged to him or his people, 
and that, whenever we wished for meat, we might 
take one without any restraint. We had, indeed, 
more than once, occasion to admire the generosity 
of this Indian, whose conduct presented a model of 
what is due to strangers in distress, .\ party was 
sent to a village that had been discovered the day 
before, and returned witii a large supply of bread 
and roots. Sergeant Ordway and two men were 
also despatched to Lewises River, about half a day's 
ride to the south, where we expected to obtain salm- 
on, which were said to be very abundant at that 
place. Three of our hunters returned with five 
deer." • ♦ • «» The Indians who attended the sick 
chief were so anxious to have the operation of 
sweating performed on htm under our inspection, 
that we determitied to gratify them by making the 
aUerapt. The hole was therefore enlarged, and the 
U3 
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father of the chief, a very good-looking old man, 
went in with him, and held him in a proper position. 
This strong evidence of affection is directly oppo- 
site to the received opinion of the insensibility of 
savages ; nor were we less struck with the kindness 
and attentions shown to the sick nian by those who 
were wholly unrelated' to him, and which was the 
more remarkable, as his long illness of three years 
might be supposed to have exhausted their sympa- 
thy. We could not produce as complete a perspi- 
ration as we desired, and after he was taken out he 
complained of suffering consideral^le pain, which we 
Relieved with a few drops of laudanum, and he then 
rested well. The next morning, 

** May 28, he was able to use his arms, felt better 
than he had done for many months, and sat up du- 
ring the greater part of the day;" • • * 

" May 29. The Indian chief was still rapidly re- 
covering, and for the first time during the last twelve 
months had strength enough to wash his face. We 
had intended to repeat the sweating to-day, but as 
the weather was cloudy, with occasional rain, we 
deferred it. This operation, though violent, appears 
highly efficacious ; for our own nian, oil whom the 
experiment was first made, is recovering his strength 
very fast, and the restoration of the chief is won- 
derful. He continued to improve, and on the fol- 
lowing day, 

" May 30, after a very violent sweating, was able 
to move one of his legs and some of his toes, the 
fingers and arms being almost entirely restored to 
their former strength." • • • 

** May 31. Two men visited the Indian village, 
where they purchased a dressed bearskin of a uni- 
form pale reddish brown colour, which the Indians 
called yackah^ in contradistinction to hohhosU or the 
white bear. This induced us to inquire more par- 
ticularly into their opinions as to the several species 
of bears ; and we produced all the skins of that ani- 
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mal which we had purchased. The natives imme- 
diately classed the white, the deep dnd the pale griz- 
zly red, the grizzly dark brown, in short, all those 
with the extremities of the hair of a white or frosty 
colour, without regard to tho colour of the ground 
of the fur, under the name of kohhost. They as- 
sured us that they were all of the same species 
with the white bear ; that they associated together, 
had longer nails than the oihers, apd never climbed 
trees. On the other hand, the animals with black 
skins, those which were black with a number of en- 
tire white hairs intermixed, or with a white breast, 
the uniform bay, and the brown and light reddish 
brown, they ranged under the class yackahy and said 
they resembled each other in being smaller, in hav- 
ing shorter nails than the white bear, in climbing 
trees, and being so httle vicious that they could be 
pursued with safety. This distinction of the In- 
dians seemed to be well founded, and we were in- 
clined to believe, 

*' First, that the white or grizzly bear of this neigh- 
bourhood form a distinct, species, which, moreover, 
are the same with those of the same, colour on the 
upper part of the Missouri, where the other species 
is not found. 

*'*' ISecond, that the black and reddish brown, &c., 
are a second species, equally distinct from the white 
bear of this country, and from the black bear on the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, which last two seem to 
form only one species. The common black bear is 
indeed unknown in this country j for the bear of 
vrhich we are speaking, though in most respects 
similar, differs from it in having much finer, thicker, 
and longer hair, with a greater proportion oi fur 
mixed with it, and also in having a variety of col- 
ours, while the common black bear has no intermix- 
ture or change of colour, but is of a uniform black.* 

* Townsend, in bis Catalogue of the QaadmpedB of thk 
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" In the course of the day the natives brought m 
another of our ortgioal stock of horses, of which we 
had now recoveied M except two; -and those, we 
were informed, were taken baek by our .Shoshonee 
guide when he returned home. They amounted to 
sixtjT-five, most of them fine, strong, actire animals, 
sad in excellent order/' 

The next day, in crossing the river, ihe j had the 
misfortune to lose all Uieir remaining stock of mer- 
chandise. ** We therefore," says the Jour;ial, ** cre- 
ated a new fttnd^ by cutting 4fff the buttoos from oor 
clothes, and preparing some eye-water and basilicoa, 
to whi(?h were added a few vials aud small tin box- 
es, in which we had otice kept phosphorus. With 
these articles two nMn set out ia the moi^iing, 

^' June 3, to trade, and brought home three busheb 
of roots and some bread. In the mean time sever- 
al hunters were sent out^ The Indians informed ns 
that there were great numbers. of moose to the 
southeast of the east branch of Lewises River, which 
they called the Tommanamah.. We had lately hedrd, 
also, that some Indians, residing at a considerable 
distance, on the south side of the Kooskooskee, 
were iti 4>ossession of two tomahawks, one of which 
had been left at our camp on Moscheto Creek, and 
the other had been stolen while we were with the 
Chopuanish in the autumn. This last we were 
anxious to obtain, in order \^ give it to the relations 
of our unfortuaate companion, Sergeant Floyd, to 
whom it once belonged. We therefore sent Drew- 
yer, with the two chiels Neeshnepahkeeook and 
Hohastillpilp, to demand it. On their arrival, they 
found that the present possessor of it, who had pur- 
chased it of the thief, was at the point of death; 
and his relattons were unwilling to giv« it up, as 

^wmtiy, tiAtnes four specfes of bears : The Grizzly Bear, « 
liJ^t"*'^^^ Zoologitw . the Black Bear, or Ursus Anunetm 
the Whoe Bear, aod tbt ^wn Bear. 
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ihey wished to bury it in the grave with the deceased. 
The influence of Neeshnepahkeeook, however, at 
length prevailed ; and they consented to surrender 
the tomahawk on receiving two strands of beads 
and a handkerchief from Drewyer, and from each 
of the chiefs a horse, to be killed at the funeral of 
their kinsman, according to the custom of the coun- 
try. 

** Soon after their return. Sergeant Ordway and 
his party, who had been sent to procure fish, and 
for whose safety we had become extremely anxious, 
came back from Lewis's RiVer with some roots and 
seventeen salmon. The distance, however, from 
which they had been brought was so great, that 
most of them were nearly spoiled; but such as 
were still sound were very delicious, the flesh being 
of a fine rose colour, with a small mixture of yellow, 
and so fat that they cooked perfectly well without 
the addition of any oil or grease." • • • 

'' June ^. Finding that the salmon did not yet ap- 
pear along the shore, as the Indians had assured us 
they would, and that all the salmon which they 
themselves used were obtained from Lewis's River, 
we began to lose our hopes of subsisting on them. 
We were too poor, and at too great a distance from 
Lewis's River to obtain fish from thence ; and it was 
not probable that the river would fall sufficiently for 
the salmon to reach where we were before it would be 
necessary for us to leave. Our Indian friends were 
about sending an express over the mountains to 
Traveller's Rest, in order to procure intelligence 
from the Ootlashoots, a band of Flatheads who have 
wintered on the east side of the mountains ; and, as 
the route was deemed practicable for this express, 
we also proposed setting out. The Indians, however, 
dissuaded us from it, as many of the creeks^they said, 
were still too deep to be forded, the roads very heavy 
and slippery, and there was no grass yet for our hor- 
ses; but that in twelve or fourteen days we should 
not have these obstacles to encounter.'* * * * 
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** During the two foHowing dsys we conthmed 
hunting in our own neighbourhood, and by means of 
these efforts, and trading with the Indians for trifling 
articles, we succeeded in procurhig as much bread 
and roots, besides other food, as would enable us to 
subsist while crossing the mountains^ The old chief 
in the mean time gradually recovered the use of bis 
limbs, and our own man was nearly restored to bis 
former health." • * • 

The next day they were informed by Neeshne- 
pahkeeook that his people ^would not accompany 
them to the Missouri, but that some of their young 
men, as they had before promised, should go witb 
them. 



CHAPTER Xin. 

They join in the Diveraione of the Wflletpos Indiam, • Trihe bilk 
erto unuoticed;— Joy of the Party at the prospect of Metaia 
ing.— Vegetation of the Rocky Mountains.— Preparatione to 
resume their Journey.— They set out, and arrive at Hungiy 
Creek. — Difficulties that obstructed thdir Progress. — Com- 
pell^ to return and wait for a Guide across 4he Moantaios.«- 
Their Distress for want of Provisions.— They reaoUe to ■•- 
turn to thH Quamash Flats.— Are at laat ao fortunate aa to 
procure Indian Guides, with whom they resume their Jour- 
ney.— Dangers of the Route.- Scarcity of Provisions, and the 
Perila to which they were exposed, their Coarse lying along 
the Ridge of the Mountains. — Description of the wapm 
Springs, where the Party encainp.— Fondaeaa of the IndiHii 
for bathing in them. 

On the 7th they were engraged in preparing packs 
and saddles for their journey, having now resolved 
to start as soon as circumstances would in any way 
permit. 

*' June 8. Cut Nose visited us this momiog with 
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tensor twelve waciiorS) among whom were two be^ 
longing to a band of Cbopuonisb which we had not 
before seen, who called themselves Willetpos, and 
lesided. oa the south jMde of Lewis's Riven One of 
them gave a good horse which be rode in exchange 
for one of ours which was in no condition to cross 
the mountains, on receiving a tomahawk in addition. 
We were also so ibrtuuate as to exchange two 
other horses for two that were much better, with<- 
out giving anything else. After these important 
transactions, several foot-races were run betweea 
onr men and the Indians : the latter, who are very 
active, and fond of these races, proved themselves 
veiy expert, and one of them was as fleet as our 
swiftest runners. After the races were over, thet 
mea divided themselves into two parties, and pla)red 
at prison bars ; an exercise which we were desirous 
of encouraging, as several of the party were becom- 
ing lazy from inaciion. At night these gan»e» were 
concluded by a dance* One. of the Indians told us: 
that we could not pass the mountains before the 
next full moon, or about the first of July ; and that» 
if we attempted it before that time, the horses would 
be three days without food on the top of the mount- 
ains: This intelligence was by no means agreeable, 
as it excited doubts as to the most proper time for 
starting; but, having become very impatiepti we^ 
were determined to run all hazards, and leave as^ 
soon as the Indians generally considered the route 
practicalde, which was about tho middle of the pres* 
ent months 

• • • " June 9. Hohastjllpilp, who had visited us 
the day before, now left us, with other Indians, for 
the plains near Lewis's River^ where the whole na- 
tion were about to assemble. Broken Arm, too, with: 
an his people, stopped on their way to the general 
rendezvous at the same place. Cut Nose, or Neesfa- 
Bepahkeeook, borrowed a horse, and rode dowD a» 
£ew miles, after, some young eagles. He soon tm^ 
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turned with two of the gray kind, nearly grown, 
which he intended to raise for the sake of the feath- 
ers. The young chief who had some time before 
made us a present of two horses, came with a par- 
ty of his people and passed the night with us.*' * * * 

The river had now fallen about six feet, which 
might be regarded as a sure indication that most of 
the snow had melted on the mountains. They con- 
cluded, however, that it would be most prudent still 
to wait a day or two lunger before they finally set 
out on their joui^ney. 

" June 10. After collecting our horses," proceeds 
the Journal, " which took much time, we set out at 
eleven o'clock for the Quamash Flats. Our sltick was 
now very abundant, each. man being well mounted, 
with a small load on a second horse, besides sever- 
al supernumerary ones, in case of accident or want of 
food. We ascended the river hills, which are very 
high, and three miles in extent; our course being 
north 220 east, ^nd then north 15*^ west for two 
miles, till we reached Collins's Creek. It was deep 
and difficult to cross, but we passed without any in- 
jury except wetting some of our provisions, and 
then proceeded due north for five miles to the east- 
ern edge of the Quamash Flats, near where we had 
first met the Chopunnish in the autumn. We en- 
camped on the bank of a small stream, in a point 
of woods bordering an extensive level and beauti- 
ful prairie, which was intersected by several rivu- 
lets, and, as the quamash was now in blossom, pre- 
sented a perfect resemblance to a lake of clear water. 

** A party of Chopunnish, who had overtaken us 
a few miles above, halted for the night with us, and 
mentioned that they too had come down to hunt in 
the flats, though we had fears that they expected us 
to provide for them during their stay. 

•* The country through which we passed was gen- 
erally free from stone, extremely fertile, and well 
supplied with timber, consisting of several species 
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of fir, long-leafed pine, and larch. The undergrowth 
was chokecherry near the water-courses, and scat- 
tered through the country were black alder, a large 
species of the reed- root now in bloom, a plant re- 
sembling the pawpaw in its leaf, and bearing a beny 
with five valves of* a deep purple colour. There 
were also two species of sumach, the purple haw, 
sevenbark, service-berry, gooseberry, the honey- 
suckle bearing a white berry, and a species of dwarf 
pine ten or twelve feet high, which might be con- 
founded, with the young pine of the long- leafed spe- 
cies, except that the former bears a cone of a glob- 
ular form, with small scales, and that its leaves are 
in fascicles of two, resembling in length and appear- 
ance the common pitch pine. We also observed 
two species of wild rose, both quinquepetalous, both 
of a damask red colour, and similar in the stem ; 
but one of them was as large as the common red 
rose of our gardens ; its leaf, too, is somewhat lar- 
ger than that of the other species of wild rose, and 
the apex, as we saw them last year, was more than 
three times the size of the common wild rose. 

** We saw many sandhill cranes, and some ducks 
in the marshes near our camp ; likewise a great num- 
ber of burrowing squirrels, some of which we kill- 
ed, and found them as tender and well-flavoured as 
our gray squirrels." 

The hunters were sent out in different directions 
the next day, but with very indifferent success. Be- 
ing determined to start in earnest in the morning, 
they cut up and dried what meat they had, packed 
their baggage, and hoppled their horses, to be in 
readiness at an early hour. 

"June 16. The horses,'' proceeds the Journal, 
" had strayed to such a distance that we could not 
collect them without great difficulty; and, as it rain- 
ed very hard, we waited for it to abate. It soon, 
however, showed every appearance of a settled rain, 
and we therefore set out at ten o'clock. We cross- 
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ed the prairie at the distance of eight miles, when 
we had sent our hunters, and found two deer which 
they had hung up for us. Two and a half miles far- 
ther we overtook them at Collms's Creek : they had 
killed a third deer. After dining, we proceeded np 
the creek about half a mile : then, crossing throagh 
a high, broken country for about ten milee, reached 
an eastern branch of the same creek, near which 
we encamped in the bottom, after a ride of twenty- 
two miles. The rains had made the road very slip- 
pery, and this, joined to the quantity of fallen tim- 
ber, rendered our progress slow and laborious. The 
country through which we passed had a thick growth 
of long-leafed pine, with some pitch pine, larch, 
white pine, white cedar or arbor vita of large size, 
and a variety of firs. The undergrowth consisted 
chiefly of reed-root, from six to ten feet in height, 
with the other species already enumerated. The 
soil was in general good, and had somewhat of A 
red cast, like that near the Southwest Mountain ia 
Virginia. We saw in the course of our rid^ the 
speckled woodpecker and the bee-martin, and found 
the nest of a humming-bird which bad just begun to 
lay its eggs. 

*'* June 16. We readily collected our horses, and, 
having taken breakfast, proceeded at six o'clock up 
the creek, over handsome meadows of fine grass, 
and a great abundance of quamash. At the distance 
of two miles we crossed the creek, and ascended a 
ridge in a direction towards the northeast. Fallen 
timber still obstructed our way so much, that it was 
eleven o'clock before we had made seven miles to a 
small branch of Hungry Creek. In the hollows and 
on the north side of &e hiUa large <}nantlties of snow 
fltiB remained, in some places to ^e depth of two or 
thfee feet. Vegetation, too, was proportionably re- 
tarded, the dog-tooth violet being just in bloom, and 
the honeysuckle, whortleberry, and a small species 
of white maple were but beginning to put forth their 
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leayes. These appearances, in a part of the country 
comparatively low, were ill omens of the practica- 
bility of crossing the mountains. But, being deter* 
mined to proceed, we halted merely to takeji hasty 
meal while the horses were grazing, and then re- 
sumed our march. The route was throiigh thick 
woods, and over high hills intersected by deep ra- 
vines and obstructed by fallen timber. We' found 
much difficulty, also, in following the road, the great- 
er part of it being now coveied with sno^, which 
lay in large masses eight or ten feet deep, and would 
have been wholly impassable had it not been suffi- 
ciently firm to bear our horses. Early in the even- 
ing we reached Hungry Creek, at the place where 
Captain Clarke had left a horse for us as we passed 
in September; and, finding a small glade with some 
grass, though not enough for our horses, we thought 
it better to halt for the night, lest by going farther 
we should find nothing for them to eat. Hungry 
Creek- was small at this place, but deep, and dis- 
charged a torrent bf water perfectly, transparent, 
and cold as ice. During the fifteen miles of our 
route this day the principal timber was the pitch 
pine, the white pine, larct), and fir. The long-leafed 
pine extends but a small distance on this side of 
Collinses Creek* and the white cedar does not reach 
beyond the branch of Hungry Creek on which we 
dined. In the early part of the day we saw the col- 
umbine, the blue bell, and the yellow flowering pea 
in bloom. There was also on these mountains a 
great quantity of angelica, stronger to the taste, and 
more hi|hly scented, than that common in the Uni- 
ted States. The smell is very pleasant, and the na- 
tives, after drying and cutting it into small pieces, 
wear it in strings around their necks. 

" June 17. The air we found pleasant during the 
day, but, notwithstanding the shortness of the nights, 
it became very cold before morning. At an early 
hour we collected our horses and proceeded down 
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the creek, which we crossed twice with much diffi* 
culty and danger, on account of its depth and rapid- 
ity. We avoided two other crossings of the same 
kind by passing over a steep and rocky hill. At 
the distance of seven miles, the road began to as- 
cend the main ridges which divide the waters of the 
Chopunnish and Kooskooskee Rivers. We followed 
it up a mountain for about three miles, when we 
found ourselves enveloped in snow, from twelve to 
fifteen feet in depth, even on the south side, with the 
fullest exposure to the sun. Winter now presented 
itself to us in all its rigours : the air was keen and 
frosty, no vestige of vegetation was to be seen, and 
our hands and feet were benumbed with cold. We 
halted at the sight of this new difficulty. 

** To wait till the snows on the mountains had dis- 
solved so as to enable us to distinguish the road, 
would, we knew, defeat our design of returning to 
the United States this season. We found, also, that 
as the snow bore our horses very well, travelling 
was infinitely easier than it had been last fall, whea 
the rocks and fallen timber so much obstructed our 
march. But it would require five days to reach the 
fish- wears at the mouth of Colt Creek, even if we 
should succeed in following the proper ridges of the 
mountains ; and the danger of missing our way was 
exceedingly great, as every track was covered with 
snow. During these five aays, too, we should have 
no chance of finding either grass or underwood for 
our horses. To proceed, therefore, under such cir- 
cumstances, would be to hazard our bemg bewilder- 
ed in the mountains, to ensure the less of oiy horses* 
and, should w« even be so fortunate as to escape 
with our lives, we mi^ht be obliged to abandon all 
our papers and collections. It was accordingly de- 
cided not to venture any farther ; to deposits here all 
the baggage and provisions for which we had no im- 
mediate use, and, reserving only subsistence for a 
tew days, return, while our horses were yet strongi 
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to some spot where we might live by hunting till a 
guide could be procured to conduct us across the 
mountains. Our baggage was placed on scaffolds 
and carefully covered, as were also the instruments 
and papers, which we thought it safer to leave thaa 
to risk them over the roads and creeks by which we 
had come. Having completed this operation, we 
set out at one o^clock, and, retracing our steps, 
reached Hungry Creek, which we ascended for two 
miles, and, finding some scanty grass, encamped for 
the. night. The rain fell during the greater part of 
the evening; and, as this was the first time that we 
had ever been compelled to make a retrograde move- 
ment, we feared that it might depress the spirits of 
the men ; but, though somewhat dejected at the cir- 
cumstans^e, the ubviuus necessity precluded all re- 
pining. During the night our horses strayed in 
search of food tf a considerable distance among the 
thick timber on the hill sides, nor could we collebt 
them till nine o'clock the next morning, 

** June 18. Two of them were, however, still miss- 
ing, and we directed two of the party to remain and 
look for them. At the same time we despatched 
prewyer and Shannon to the Chopunnish, in the 
plains beyond the Kooskooskee, in order to hasten 
the arrival of the Indians who it had been promised 
should accompany us, or, at any rate, to procure a 
guide to conduct us to Traveller's Rest. For this 
purpose they took a rifle, hs a reward to any one 
who would engage to go with us, with directions to 
increase the reward, if necessary, by an offer of two 
Other guns to be given in^mediately, and ten horses 
at the Palls of the Missouri : we then resumed our 
route.'* ♦ ♦ ♦ They proceeded on to Collins's Oreek, 
where they halted for the night. Although numer- 
ous tracks of deer were seen, the hunters did not 
succeed in killing any. 

They reniriined at their encampment on Collinses 
Creek the two following days, but, as they had but 
X2 
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little success in procuring game, they resolved to 
return to Quamash Flats. On the 19th, the two men 
who had been left behind returned, without having 
been able to find the missing horses. 

'* June 21. The mortification of being obliged to 
retrace our steps,.*' continues the Journal, *' rendered 
still more tedious a route everywhere so obstructed 
by brush and fallen timber that it could not be pass- 
ed without difficulty, and even danger to our horses. 
One of these poor creatures wounded himself so 
badly in jumping over some fallen logs, that he was 
rendered unfit for use, and sickness had deprived us 
of the service of another. At the pass of CoUins's 
Creek we met two Indians, who returned with us 
about half a mile to a spot where we had slept in 
September, and where we now halted to dine and let 
our horses graze. These Indians had four supernu- 
merary horses, and were on their way to cross the 
mountains. They had seen Drewyer and Shannon, 
who, they said, would not return for two days. We 
pressed them to remain with us till that time, in or- 
der to conduct us over the mountains; to which 
they consented, and deposited their stores of roots 
and bread in the bushes at a little distance. After 
dinner we left three men to hubt till our return, and 
then proceeded ; but we had not gone more than two 
miles, when the Indians halted in a small prairie, 
where they promised to remain at least two nights, 
if we did not come back sooner. We left them, and 
at about seven in the evening found ourselves at our 
old encampment on the Flats, and were glad to find 
that four of the hunters whom we had sent ahead 
had killed a deer for supper. 

*' June 33. At daylight all the hunters set out, and, 
traversing the whole country, were much more suc- 
cessful than we had even hoped, for they brought in 
eight deer and three bear. Hearing, too, that salmon 
were now abundant in the Kooskooskee, we de- 
spatched a man to our former station above Col* 
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liiis^s Creeky for the purpose of purchasing some 
with a few beads whico had been found accidentally 
in one of our waistcoat pockets. He did not return 
in the evening, nor had we heard from Drewyer and 
Shannon, who we began to fear bad found much 
difficulty in engaging a guide ; and we were also ap- 
prehensive tl^t the two Indians might set out the 
next day for the mouutains. Early in the morning, 
therefore, 

** Jmne 23, we despatched two hunters to prevail 
on them, if possible, to remain a day or two longer ; 
and if they persisted in going on, they were to ac- 
company them, with the three men at Collinses 
Creek, and mark the route as far as Traveller's Rest, 
where they were to remain till we joined them by 
following the same road. 

^ Our fears for the safety of Drewyer, Shannon, 
and Whitehouse were fortunately relieved by their 
return in the afternoon. The former brought three 
Indians, who promised to go with us to the Falls of 
the Missouri for the compensation of two guns. 
One of them was the brother of Cut Nose, and the 
other two had each given us a horse at the house 
of Broken Arm; and as they were men of good 
character, and respectable in the nation, we had the 
fairest prospect of being well served. We therefore 
secured our horses near the. camp, and at an early 
hour the next morning, 

'^ June 24, set out on our second attempt to cross 
the mountains. On reaching CoUins's Creek we 
found only one of our men, who informed us that, a 
short time before he arrived, the two Indians, tired 
of waiting, had set out, and the other four men had 
accompanied them, as they were directed. After 
halting, we went on to Fish Creek, the branch of 
Hungry Creek where we had slept on the 19th in- 
stant. Here we overtook two of the party who bad 
gone on with tl^ Indians, and who had been fortu- 
Jiate enough to persuade them to wait for us. On* 
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ring their stay at Coliins*s Creek they had killed oidj 
a single deer, aud of this they had been very liber- 
al to the Indians, in order to induce them to reniaio, 
so that they were without provisions ; and two of 
them had set out for another braneh of Hungry Creek, 
where we would meet them the next day. 

'* In the evening, the Indians, to bring (air weath- 
er, as they said, for our journey, set fire to the 
woods. As these consisted chiefly of tall fir-trees^ 
with very numerous dried branches, the blaze was 
almost instantaneous; and as the flames mounted 
to the tops of the highest trees, it resembled a sf^n* 
did display of fireworks. In the morning, 

** June 25, one of our guides complained of being 
sick : a symptom by no means pleasant, as sickness 
with an Indian is generally the pretext for abandon- 
ing an enterprise which he dislikes. He pronaised, 
however, to overtake us, and we therefore left him 
with his two companions, and set out at an early 
hour. At eleven o'clock we halted for dinner at the 
branch of Hungry Creeks and here we found our 
two men, who had killed nothing. Here, too, we 
were joined, rtither unexpectedly, by our gufides, who 
now appeared disposed to be faithful to their engage* 
ments. The Indian, indeed, was really sick ; imd 
having no covering except a pair of moccasins and 
an elkskin dressed without the hair, we sui^lied him 
with a buffalo robe. 

** In the evening we arrived at Hungry Creek, and 
halted for the night about a mile aud a half below 
our encampment of the 16th. 

*' June 26. Having collected our horses and takes 
breakfast, we set out at six o'clock, pursuing our for- 
mer route, and at length began to ascend for the 
second time the ridge of mcMmtains. Near the 
snowy region we killed two small black pheasants 
and one of the speckled kind. These birds genend- 
ly frequent the higher parts of the mouniatns,>wbere 
they feed ou the leaves of the pine aadfir; butboUi 
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kinds appear to be solitary and silent, as we never 
heahl either of them make any noise ; and the In- 
dians told us that they did not drum in flying, nor 
make a whirring sound with their wings. On reach- 
ing the top of the mountain, we found our deposite 
perfectly safe. The snow in the neighbourhood had 
melted nearly four feet since the 17th. By measur* 
ing it accurately, and comparing it with a mark 
which we had then made, we found the general depth 
to, have been ten feet ten inches, though in some 
{4aces still greater ; but at this time it was about 
seven feet. It required two hours to arrange our 
baggage and prepare a hasty meal, after which the 
guides urged us to set off, as we had a long ride to 
make before we should reach a spot where there 
was grass for our horses. We accordingly mount- 
ed, and, following their steps, sometimes crossed 
abruptly steep hills, and then wound along their sides, 
near tremendous precipices, where, had our horses 
slipped, we should have been irrecoverably lost. 
Our route lay along the ridgy mountains which sep- 
arate the waters of the Kooskooskee and Chopun- 
nish, and above the heads of all the streams, so that 
we met no running water. The whole country was 
completely covered with snow, except occasionally 
a few square feet of earth at the roots of some trees, 
round which it had dissolved. We passed our camp 
of the 18th of September, and late in the evening 
reached a spot where we encamped, near a good 
spring of water. It was on the steep side of a mount- 
ain, with no wood, and a fair southern aspect, from 
which the snow seemed to have disappearea for about 
ten days, and an abundant growth of young grass, like 
greensward, had sprung up. There was also a species 
of grass not unlike ^ag, with a broad succulent leaf, 
and which is confined to the upper parts of the high- 
est mountains. It is a favourite food with horses, 
but it was then either covered with snow, or just 
ipiakiog its appearance. There is a third plant pe- 
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culiar to the same regions, a species of whortleber- 
ry ; and there are also large quantities of a species 
of bear-grass, which, though it grows luxuriantly 
over all these mountains, and preserves its verdure 
during the whole winter, is never eaten by horses. 

" In the night there came to our camp a Chopun- 
nish, who had followed us with the view of accom- 
-panying us to the Falls of the Missouri. We now 
learned that the two young Indians whom we had 
met on the 21st,, and detained several days, were 
merely going on a party of pleasure to the Ootia- 
shoots, or, as they call them, Shallees, a band of 
Tushepahs who live on Clarke's River, near Trav- 
eller's Rest. Early the next morning, 

•'June 27, we resumed our journey over the 
heights and steep hills of the same great ridge. At 
eight miles' distance we reached an eminence where 
the Indians had raised a conical mound of stone,.six 
or eight feet high, on which was fixed a pine pole 
about fifteen feet high. Here we halted and smoked 
for some time, at the request of the Indians, who 
tolfl us that, in passing the mountains with their fam- 
ilies, some men are usually sent on foot from this 
place to fish at the entrance of Colt Creek, rejoining 
the main party at the Ruamash Glade at the head 
of the Kooskooskee. From the elevated point where 
we now were, we had a commanding view of the 
surrounding mountains, which so completely enclo- 
sed us, that, although we had once passed them, we 
might have almost despaired of ever escaping from 
them but for the assistance of the Indians. The 
marks on the trees, which had been our chief de- 
pendance, were much fewer and more difficult to be 
distinguished than we had expected ; but our guides 
traversed this trackless region with a kind of in- 
stinctive sagacity : they never hesitated, nor were 
they ever embarrassed ; and so unerring was their 
course, that wherever the snow had disappeared fbr 
even a hundred paces, they found at once the 
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mer road. With their aid the snow was scarcely a 
disadvantage; for, although we were often obliged to 
slide down, the fallen timber and the rocks, which 
were now covered, had been much more trouble- 
some when we passed in the autumn. The travel- 
ling was, indeed, comparatively pleasant, as well as 
more^ rapid, the snow being granular and without 
crust, and sufficiently hard to prevent the horses 
from sinking more than two or tnree inches. After 
the sun had been on it for some hours it became 
softer than early in the morning, but the horses were 
almost always able to get a sure foothold. 

^ After some time we resumed our route, and at 
the distance of three miles descended a steep mount- 
ain, when, crossing two branches of the Chopunnish 
Eiver just above their forks, we began to mount a 
second ridge. Along this we proceeded for some 
time, and at the distance of seven miles reached our 
camp Of the 16th of September. Near this place 
we crossed three small branches of the Chopunnisht 
and then ascended a second dividing ridge, along 
which we continued for nine miles, when it became 
somewhat lower, and we halted for the night in a 
position similar to that where we had encamped the 
preceding evening. 

^ We had now travelled twenty^eight miles with^ 
out taking the loads from our horses or giving them 
anythmg to eat ; and as the snow where we halted 
bad not entirely melted, there was but little grass. 
Among other plants we observed great quantities of 
the white lily, with reflected petals, which were now 
in bloom, and in the same forwardness as in the 
plains on the lOth of May. As for ourselves, our 
stock of meat being entirely gone, we distributed to 
each mess a pint of bear's oil, which, with some 
boUed roots, made an agreeable repast. We saw 
several Uack-taUed or mule-deer, but could not get 
a shot at them, and wers inlbrmed that there were 
great numbers of elk in thchiaUey, near the 0shecy 
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on the Kooskooskee. The Indians also asserted 
that on the mountains to our right there were large 
numbers of what they call white buffalo, or mount- 
ain sheep. Our horses had strayed some distance 
in quest of food, and in the morning, 

*' June 28, when they were brought in, exhibited 
rather a gaunt appearance. The Indians promised, 
however, that we should reach some good grass by 
noon, and we set out after an early breakfast. Our 
route lay along the dividing ridge and across a veiy 
deep hollow, till at the distance of six miles we 
reached oor camp of the 15th of September. A mile 
and a half farther we passed a road from the right, 
immediately on the dividing ridge, leading to the 
fishery.' We went on, as we had done during the 
former part of the route, over deep snows, wbeo, 
having made thirteen miles» we came to the side of 
a mountain just above the fishery, which, having no 
timber and a soutnem exposure, the snow had dis- 
appeared from it, and there was an abundance of fine 
^rass. Our horses were very hungry, as well as 
greatly fatigued, and as there was no other spot 
"within our reach this evening where we should find 
food for them, we determined to encamp, though it 
"was not yet midday. As there was no water in the 
neighbourhood, we melted snow for cooking, and 
early in the morning, 

** June 29, continued along the ridge we had been 
following for several daye, till at the end of five miles 
it terminated ; and now, bidding adieu to the snows 
which we had been traversing, we descended to the 
main branch of the Kooskooskee. On reaching the 
water side we found a deer which had been left for 
us by two of our hunters, who had been despatched 
at an early hour to the warm springs, ana which 

E roved a very seasonable addition to our food ; for, 
aving neither meat nor oil, we were reduced to a 
diet of roots, without salt or any other addition. At 
this place (about a mile and a half from the point 
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where Quamash Creek falls in from tbe northeast) 
the Kooskooskee is about thirty yards wide,' apd 
runs with great velocity over a bed, like, those of all 
the mountain streams, composed of pebblesr. We 
forded the river, fmd ascended for two miles the 
steep acclivities of a mountain, and at its summit , 
found, coming in from the right, the old road which 
vfe had passed on our route in the autumn. It waa 
now much plainer and more beaten, which the In« 
dians told us was owing to the frequent visits of the 
OotlasHoots from the valley of Clarke's River to the 
fishery, though ther^ was no appearance of their 
having been here this spring. Twelve miles from 
our camp we halted to graze our horses on the flats 
of the Quamash Creek. These form a handsooka 
plain of fifty acres in extent, covered with an abun- 
dance of guamaih^ find seem to be one of the princi- 
pal stopping places of the Indians in crossing the 
mountains. We saw here several young pheasants, 
and killed one of the small black kind, which was the 
. first we had observed below the region of snow. In 
the neighbourhood were also seen the tracks of two 
barefoot Indians, which our companions supposed 
to be Ootlashoots who had fled in distress from the 
Pahkees. Here, too, we discovered that two of onr 
horses were missing. We sent two men in quest 
of them, and then went on seven miles farther to the 
warm springs, where we arrived early in the after- 
noon. The two hunters who had been sent forward 
in the morning had collected no game, nor were sev- 
eral others who went but after our arrival more 
successful. We therefore had a prospect of contin- 
uing our usual diet of roots, when late in the after- 
noon the men returned with the stray horses and a 
deer for supper. 

*• These warm springs are situated at the foot of 
a hill on the north si(& of Traveller's Rest Creek, 
which is ten. yards wide at this place. They issue 
from the bottoms and through the interstices of a 

Vol. II.— Y 
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gny iVeestone rock, which rises in irregular ma 
youtid their lower side. The principal spring, which 
liie Indians have formed into a bath by stopping the 
nm with stones and pebbles, is of about the same 
temperature as the warmest bath osed at the Hot 
Springs in Virginia. Captain Lewis coold with dif> 
ftenlty remain in it nineteen minutes, and was then 
affected with a proliise perspiration. The two other 
springs are much hotter, their temperature being 
eeual to that of the warmest of the Hot Springs in 
f irginia. Our men, as well as the Indians, amused 
Aemselves with going into the bath ; the latter, ac- 
cording to the universal custom amopi^ them* first 
•Biering the hot bath, where they remamed as long 
as they could bear the heat, then plunging into the^ 
creek, which was now of an icy coldness, and re-' 
pcating this operation scTeral times, btit alwaye 
•ending with the warm bath.** 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Jtm Paity, proceedhiff on their Soaney with Xhtik I m ^ t m 
Gaidet, af rde tadWide, take eeparate Koatea, and meet agaia 
St the Moutb of the Yellowatone Kifer.— Captain \jMrn, 
with nine Men, proceeda op the eaatern Braocii of CIarke*a 
HiTer. and takea leave of the Indian Ouidea.— Deaeiiption of 
that Branch, and Character of the aarrounding Conntrr. — 
The Cokalabiabkit Rtver.—Ther arriYe 1 the Kidge dhidinff 
4ha Miaaoori from the Colombia River^^Meet with the Buial» 
Mid Brown Bear.— Inunepae Herda of Buffalo aeen on the 
Bordera of Medicine River.— The Party encamp on White 
Hear laland.— Binsalar Adventore that befeli McNeil.— Cap- 
taoi Lewia, with three of bia PtortT« proceeda to explore th# 
Boarce of Maria*8 River.— Tanay River.— He reachea the #• 
vidiog Line of theae two Stwamai— General Chiuactor of 4he 
•nRoanding CoanUy. 

Ttoi neitt day they proceeded along TrareHeir^ 
IMM Cheeky and, after making thir^-twcr m9eS|' 
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hiHed for the mght on its south side, tiear whers H) 
enters Clarke's River. In the course of the daf 
tbey killed six'deer, of which there were great num* 
bers, as well as bighorn and elk, in the neighbourhood 

*' July 1. We had noW," continues the Journal^ 
"made one hundred and fifty-six miles from the 
Quamash Fiats to the month of Traveller's Rest 
Creek. Here we proposed to separate ; and it was 
accordingly resolved to remain a day or two, to n* 
fresh ourselves and the horses, which had borne the 
journey extremely well, and were still in' fine order^ 
tiiough they requii^ a little rest. We bad hoped 
Co meet some of the Ootlashootis at this plaice, bill 
no tracks of them were to be seen. Our Indian 
GompanioBs expressed much anxiety lest they should 
hare been cut off by the Pahkees during the winter^ 
and aHtided to the tracks of the two barefooted ptr^ 
sons as a pn>of how much they must have be&k 
distressed. 

*' We now formed the following pUsa of opera- 
tions : Captain Lewis, with nine men, was to pursue 
the most direct route to t)ie Falls of the Missouri, 
where three of his party were to be left, to prepare 
carriages for transporting the bagga^ and canoes 
across the portage. With the remaining six he was 
to -ascend Maria's RiveT, to explore the country, and 
Ascertain whether any branch of it reached as far 
north as the latitude of fifty degrees, after which bo 
would descend that river to its mouth. The rest of 
the party were to accompany Captain Clarke to the 
bead of Jeflerson^River, which 8ergesnt Ordway 
and nine men would descend with the canoes and 
other articles deposited there. Captain Clarke'k 
party, which would then be reduced to ten, would 
proceed to the YeUowstone at its nearest approach 
CO the Tliree Folks of the Missouri, where he would 
build canoes, descend that river with seven of hit 

Erty, and wait at its mouth till the rest should join 
n. tfeifeant Pryor, with the two others, wouli 
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take the horses by land to the Mandans, and from 
that nation go to the British posts un the Assiniboin, 
with a letter to Mr. Henry, to induce him to endesT- 
our to prevail on some of the Sioux chiefs to ac- 
company him to the city of Washington.'' 

Having concluded on these arrangenients, tbey bu- 
sied themselves with putting their arms in or^er : 
the hunters were also sent out, and had good suc- 
cess in killing deer. 

^*The Indians who had accompanied us," pro- 
ceeds the narrative, *^ proposed leaving us here, in 
order to seek their friends the Ootlashoots ; but we 
prevailed on them to accompany Captain Lewis a 
part of his route^, so as to show him the shortest 
road to the Missouri, and in the mean time amused 
them with conversation, and with running races both 
on foot and on horseback, in both of which they 
proved themselves liardy, athletie, and active. To 
the chief Captain Lewis presented a small medal 
and a gtm, as a reward for having guided us across 
the mountains; and, in return, the customary civility 
was observed of exchanging ^ames, by which tl^ 
former acquired the title of Yomjbkollick, or White 
Bearskin Unfolded. The Chopunnish who had over- 
taken us on the d6th made tte a present of an ex« 
cellent hors^e for Uie good advice we had given him, 
and as a proof, also, of his attachment to the whites, 
and of his desire to be at peace with th^ Pahkees. 
The next morning, 

'* July 3, all our preparations being completed, we 
•addled our horses, and the tw« parties which had 
been so long companions now separated, with an 
anxious hope of soon meeting, after each had ae- 
complished its destined purpose. 

'* The nine men and (iv& Indians who accompanied 
Captain Lewis proceeded in a direction due north, 
down the west side of Clarke's Aiver. Half a mile 
from the camp we forded Traveller's Eest Creek» 
tnd two and a half miles farther passed a Ivestera 
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temneh of the liver: one mile beyond this was a 
small creek on the eastern side, and a mile lower 
down, the entrance of the eastern branch of the rir- 
cr. This stream is from ninety to one hundred and 
twenty yards wide, and its waters, which are dis- 
charged through two channels, were> more tUrb^d 
than that of the main river. The latter is one hun- 
dred and fifty yards in width, and waters an exten- 
sive level plain and prairie, the lower parts of which 
are ornamented with thjs long- leafed pine and cotton- 
wood, while the tops of the hills are covered with 
pioe, larch, and fir. We proceeded two miles far- 
ther, to a place where the Indians advised us to 
cross ; but, having no boats, and wood being scarce, 
four hours were spent in collectiiig sufficient timber 
to make three small rafts, on which, with some dif- 
ficulty and danger, we passed the riyer. We then 
drove our horses into the water, and they swam to 
the opposite shore ; but the Indians crossed on horse^ 
back, drawing, at the same time, their baggage along- 
side of them, in small vessels made of deerskin. 
The whole party beinff now reassembled, we pro- 
ceeded three miles farther, and encamped about sun- 
set at a small creek. The Indians now pointed out 
to us a road at no great distance, which, they said, 
would lead up the eastern branch of Clarke's River, 
to another nver called Cokalahishkit, or the River 
cf the Rotid ie the Buffaloes^ and thence to Medicine 
River and the Falls^ of the Missouri. They added,, 
that not far from the dividing ridge of the waters of 
Clarke*s River and the Missouri the roads forked, 
snd, though both led to the Falls, the left-hand route 
was the ^st. The road was so well beaten that we 
could no longer mistake it, and, having now shown. 
us the way, they were anxious to go on in quest of 
their friends the Shalees; besides which, they fear- 
ed, by venturing farther with us, that they might en- 
counter the Pahkees, we having in the afternoon 
seen the fresh track of a horse, which they believed 
Y2 
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to be that of a Shalee scout. We cbold not insist 
on their remaining longer with us; and as they had 
so kindly conducted us across the mountains, we 
Ivere desirous of giving them a supply of provisions, 
and therefore distributed to them the half of three 
deer, and our hunters were onlered to go out e^ly 
in the morning in hopes Of adding to the stock. 

** The horses suffered so dreadfully from* the mos- 
chetoes, that we were obliged to kindle large fires, 
and place the poor dnimals in the midst of the 
smoke." • * * 

" July 4. We smoked a farewell pipe with our es- 
timable Indian companions, who expressed the great- 
est regret at parting with us, which they feh the 
more, because of their fears, which they did not con- 
ceal, of our being cut off by the Pahkees. We also 
ipve them a shirt, a handkerchief, and a small quan- 
tity of ammunition. The meat which they received 
from us they dried, and left it at this place as a stock 
for their homeward journey. This circumstance 
convinced us that there was no route along Clarke's 
River to the plains on the Columbia so n^ar or so 
good as that by which we had come ; for, although 
&iese people meant to go several days' jourrieydown 
the former river to look for the Shalees, yet they 
intended returning home by the s^me pass of the 
mountains through which they had conducted us. 
This route is used also by all the nations' with whom 
we became acquainted west of the mountains that 
are in the habit of visiting the plains of the MissoiN 
ri ; while, on the other side, all the wdr-paths of the 
Pahkees, which nm into this valley of Clarke's Hir- 
er, concentrate at Traveller's Rest, beyond which 
'these people hftve never ventured to the west." • • • 

After taking leave of their Indian friends, they 
proceeded up the eastern branch of Clarke's River 
for ten miles, when they' came to the Cokalahishkit, 
a deep and rapid stream, sixty yards broad, empty- 
ing into it ; and turning up this stream iu a due eaol 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



PRAIRIE OF THE KNOBS. 259 

coarse, at the distance of eight miles they encamp- 
ed for the night. 

The road continued to extend along this river most 
of the following day, during which they came to k 
considerable stream emptying into it from the north, 
which they called Werner's Creek ; and, after ma- 
king a distance of twenty-eight miles, they encamped 
near the entrance of another creek, to which they 
gave the name of Seaman's Creek. The country 
through which they passed consisted of plains and 
prairies. 

** July a. At sunrise," proceeds the Journal, " we 
continued our course eastward along the river. At 
seven miles' distance we passed the north fork of 
the Cbkalahishkit, a deep and rapid stream, forty- 
five yards in width, and, like the main branch itself, 
somewhat turbid, though the other streams of this 
country are clear. Seven miles farther the river 
enters the mountains, and he^e end the extensive 
prairies on this side, though they widen in their 
course towards the southeast, and form an Indian 
route to Dearborn's River, and thence to the Missou- 
ri. From the multitude of knobs irregularly scat^ 
tered through this country, Captain Lewis called it 
the Prairie of the Knobs. It abounds in game, as 
we saw goats, deer, great numbers of the burrow* 
ing squirrels, some curlews, bee-martins, woodpeck- 
ers, plover, robins, doves, ravens, hawks, ducks, a 
variety of sparrows, and yesterday observed swans 
on Werner's Creek. Among the plants we observ- 
ed the southern wood, and two other species of 
shrubs, of which we preserved specimens.*' • ♦ * 

"July 7. We proceeded through a beautiful plain," 
says the Journal, " on the north side of the river, 
which seemed here to abound in beaver. On the 
low grounds there was much timber, and the hills 
were covered chiefly with pitch pine, that of the 
long leafed kind having disappeared since we left the 
Prairie of the Knobs. At the distance of twelve 
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miles we left the river, or rather the creek, and h^v* 
ing for four miles crossed two ridges in a direction 
north 15^ east, again struck to the right, proceeding 
through a narrow bottom covered with low willows 
and grass, and abundantly supplied with both deer 
and beaver. After traveUing seven miles we reacl^ 
ed the foot of a ridge, which we ascended in a direc- 
tion north 45° east, through a low gap of easy as- 
cent from the westward ; and, on descending it, were 
delighted at discoverii^ that this was the dividing 
ridge between the waters of the Columbia and those 
of the Missouri. From this gap Fort MouDtain is 
about twenty miles in- a northeastern difeetioa. 
We now wound through the hills and mountains, 
passinur several rivulets which ran to the right, and 
at the distance of nine miles (mm the gap encamped, 
having made thirty-two miles. . We procured some 
beaver, and this morning ssw tracks of btlffklOi 
from which it appears that those animals do some- 
times penetrate a short (^stance among the raount- 
^ns. N 

*' July 8. At three miles from our camp we resell 
ed a stream issuing from the. mountains to the south- 
west. It contains water onl3r for a width of thirty 
feet, but its bed is more than three times that breadth 
and from the ap|iearance of the roots and trees m 
the neighbouring bottom, its current must sometimes 
run with great violence: we called it Dearbom*s 
River. Half a mile farther we observed from a 
height the Shtshequaw Mountain, a high, insula- 
ted eminence of a conical form, standing several 
miles in advance of the eastern range of the Rocky 
Mountains, and then about eight miles from us. and 
immediately on our road, which wfas Jn a northwest 
direction. 9ut. as outr object was to ^rike Medieina 
River, and hunt down to its mouth,, we determined 
lo leave the road, and therefore proceeded due niHrth^ 
through an open plain, tiU ws reached Shishe^aailr 
Creek, a stream about twenty yards wide, with fi 
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eopsiderable quantity of timber on its low grounds. 
Here we halted and dined ; and now felt, by the lux- 
ury of our food, that we were approaching once more 
the plains of the Missouri, so rich in game. We 
saw a great number of deer, goats, and wolves, and 
some barking squirrels, and for the first time caught 
a distant prospect, of two buffalo. After dinner we 
followed the Shisheeuaw for six and a half miles, to 
its entrance into Medicine River, and ahmg the banks 
of this river for eight miles, when we encamped on 
a large island. The bottoms continued low, level, 
and extensive ; the plains, too, were level ; but the 
soil of neither, was fertile, as it consisted of a light- 
coloured earth intermixed with a proportion of grav- 
el: the grass in both was generally about nine mch- 
es high. ' Captain Lewis here shot a large wolf, re- 
markable for being almost white. We had made 
twenty eight miles.'' * * * 

It rained the whole of the next day, and they ad- 
▼aneed but eight miles, over extensive bottom lands 
tolerably well supplied with Uie narrow-leafed Cot- 
tonwood. 

" July 10. We set out early, and proceeded through 
a country similar to that of yesterday, with wide- 
kated Cottonwood occasionally along the borders of 
the bottoms, though for the most part the low grounds 
were without timber. In the plains were great 
quantities of two species of prickly pear], then in 
bloom. Gooseberries of the common red kind were 
in abundance, and just beginning to ripen, but there 
were no currants. The river had now widened to 
a hundred yards; was deep, crowded with islands,, 
and in many parts rapid. At the distance of seven- 
teen miles the timber disappeared totally from the 
bottoms. About this time the wind, which had be- 
fore blown on our backs, and put the elk on their 
guard, shifted round, and we shot three of them and 
a brown bear. Captain Lewis halted to skin them, 
while two of the men took the pack-horses forward 
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io seek for a place to eneamp. II wais niii* o*elodc 
before he orertook them, at the dtstaneo of stfea 
miles, in the first grove of eOttonwood. They Imd 
been pursued as they eanie along by a ^pery laife 
bear, on whieh they were alVaid to fife, lest ilmr 
horses, being unaccustomed to the report of a goa, 
might take fright and throw them. Thia circum- 
stance reminded us of the ferocity of these animali 
when we #ere before near this place, and admonish* 
ed us to be very cautious. We saw vast niMnbea 
of bnflTalo below us, which kept up a drea^ul beitow- 
ing during the night. With aU our exertions we weie 
unable to advance more than twenty-four miles, 
owing to the miry State or^the ground, oceaskmed 
by the rain. The next mommg, however, 

'*Ju]y 11, was fair, and enlivened by multitudea 
of birds, whieh sang ddighcfoUy in the clesters of 
Cottonwood. The hunters we're sent down Medi- 
cine River in pursuit of e4k, while Captain Lewis 
crossed the high plain, in a directton 7^ east, to 
White Bear IslaAd, a distance of eig^ miles, and 
here they joined him. They had seen some elk; 
but in this neighbourhood the bi^alo were in such 
numbers, that on a moderate oompatation there eonld 
not have been fewer than ten thouisand wiihin a cir- 
cuit of two miles. At this seasorf they wpb heard 
bellowing in ev^ direetion, so as to form an al- 
most continual roar, which at first alarmed our hoi- 
^s, which, being from the west of the mountains, 
were unaccustomed to the noise and appearance of 
these animals. Among the smaller game were the 
brown thrtfsh, pigeons, doves, and a beautilul bird 
called the buffalo- pecker. 

*' Immediately on our arrival we began t» hnnt, 
and by three in the afternoon had collected a stock 
of food and hides sufficient for our purpose* We 
then made two canoes, one in the form of a basin, 
like those used by the Mandahs, the oiher consiattnf 
of two skins, in a form of our own inveidtioii. Tbey 
were completed the next morning, 
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' ^ J«i|r Id ; bia the wind continued m high that it 
vaa nut till towacds night that we could Gross the 
ri¥«r in them.^ In the mean time nearly the whole 
day was consumed in seeking after our horses, whieh 
bad disappeared during the nighty and seven of them 
were not recovered at dark, Drewyer being still in 
quest of tbem.'*' • * * 

^ July 13. We formed our camp this morning at 
•ur old station, near the bead of White Bear Island, 
and immediately «et to work in making gear. On 
opening the c^^e, we found the bearskins entirely 
destroyed by the water, which in a flood of the riy- 
er had penetrated to them. All the specimens of 
flanta, too^ w^re unfortunately lost : the chart of 
the Missouri, bowevec, sM jremained Unhurt, and 
several articles contained in trunks and boxes had 
auffered but ^tle injury; but a vial of laudaiijLini 
bad lost its stopper, and the liquid bad run into a 
drawer of medicines, which it spoiled beyond recov- 
ery. The noschetoes wece so troublesome that 
it waaimpoaaible even to write without a moscheto 
bier. The bufiato' were leaving hs fast, on their 
way to the southeast. 

^ July 14. We eonttnned making preparations for 
transporting our articles, and, as the old deposite was 
too damp, we secured the trunks on a high scaffold,. 
covered with 9kia»n among the thick brush on a large 
island : a iMrecautioo agaidist the Indians, should they 
Tkii lis before the main party arrived The c^r- 
ziage wheels were in good order, and the iron frame 
of the boat had not suffered materially. The buffalo 
had now nearly dtsappeared, leaving behind them a 
niunber oif laige wolves who were proiHrling about us. 
*' July 15. To our great joy, Drewyer now return- 
ed from bis long search after the horses; for we had 
oondoded from hie priHraoted stay that he had i^^b- 
ably met with a bear» and with ^is usual intrepidity 
atiaeked the animal, in which case, if by any accident 
ha bad beeaaeparalfsd ftfMQ bis horse^ bis death waa 
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almost inevitable. Under this impression, we had 
resolved to set out in quest of him, when his return 
relieved us from our apprehensions. He had search- 
ed for two days before he discovered that the hor* 
ses had crossed Dearborn^s River, near a spot where 
there was an Indian encampment, which seemed to 
have been abandoned about the time the animals 
were stolen, and around which so much caution had 
been used, that no trace of a horse was to be seen 
within the distance of a quarter of a mile. He 
crossed the river and pursued the track of ihese In- 
dians westward, till his horse became so much fa- 
tigued that he despaired of overtaking them, and 
then returned. These Indians we supposed to be a 
party of Tush^paws, who had ventured out of the 
mountains to hunt buffalo. 

** During the day we were engaged in drying meal 
and dressing skins. ' At night M'N^al, who hiul been 
sent in the morntng to exa.niine the cache at the low- 
er ^end of the portage, teturned, but had been pre- 
vented from reaching that place by a singular adven- 
ture. Just as he arrived near Willow Hun, he ap- 
Eroached a thicket of brush in which was a white 
ear, which he did not discover till he was within 
ten feet of him ; when his horse started, and, whee^ 
ing suddenly round, threw him almost immediately 
under the animal. MfNeal started up instantly, and, 
finding Jthe bear raising himself on his hind feet to 
attack him, Struck him on the head with th^ butt 
end of his musket. The blow was so violent that it 
broke the breech of the musket and knocked the 
bear to the ground ; and, before he recovered, M^Neal 
sprang into a willow-tree which he saw close by, 
and remained there, while the bear closely guarded 
the foot of it, till late in the afternoon. He then 
went off; when M'Neal came down, and, having 
found his horse, which had strayed to the distance 
of two miles, returned to camp. These aoimads 
are, indeed, terribly ferocious ; and it is matter of 
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wonder, that in all our encounters with them we 
should have had the good fortune to escape, unhurt 
We were now troubled with another enemy, not 

Suite so dangerous, though even more disagreeable : 
lese were the moschetues, which swarmed around 
Its in such myriads that we frequently got them into 
our throats when breathing, and the dog howled 
with the -torture they occasioned. Having now ac- 
complished the object of our 8tay, Captain Lewis 
determined to leave Sergeant Gass, with two men 
and four l^orses, to assist the party who were ex- 
pected, in carrying our effects over the portage, 
while he, with Drewyer, the two Fields, and six hor- 
ses, proceeded to the sources of Maria's River. 
Accordingly, early in the morning, 

"July 16, he descended in a skin canoe to the 
lower side of Medicine River, where the horses had 
previously been sent, and then rode with his party 
to the fall of forty-seven feet, where he halted for 
two hours to dine, and took a sketch of the cascade. 
In the afternoon they proceeded to the Great Falls, 
near which they slept, under a shelving rock, with a 
happy exemption from moschetoes. These falls had 
lost much of their grandeur since ,they were before 
seen, the river.being now much lower, though they 
still formed a most sublime spectacle. As we came 
along we met several white bears, but they did not 
venture to attack us. There were but few buffalo, 
however, they having principally passed the river, 
and directed their oourise downward. As usual, 
there were great numbers of goats and antelopes 
dispersed over the plains, and we saw large iocks 
of geese, which raise their young about the entrance 
of Medicine River. We observed here, also, the 
cuckoo, or, as it is sometimes called, the raincraw, 
a bird which is not known either among or west of 
the Rocky. Mountains. 

' "July 17. After taking a second draught of the 
Falls, Captain Lewis directed his course north 10® 
Vol. 11.— Z 
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west^-wiUi an intention of striking- Mana'a Rirer-At 

.the point 4o which, he had ascended iii 1804. ' The 

\ country. here spreads into wide level plains, dwell- 

: ing like the ocean, in which the eye is unattracted hy 

the appearance of a single tree or shrub, /and which 

ace. diversified only by the moving herds of btUSolo. 

The 8011' consists of a light-coAoured earth, inter- 

• nixed with a large proportion of coarse gra?el, 

without sand^ and is by no means as fertile as either 

the plains on the Columbia, or those lower dowa the 

- Missouri. When dry it cracks^ and is.hard and 

thirsty, while io its. wet state it is soft, and sliaiy 

like soap. The grass is naturally short, ;aiid at this 

. time was still oiiDre so, from the xecent pqAsage of 

the buffalo." •• • 

*' The tribes which poncipally frequent this comi- 

try are the Minnetarees of Fort.de Prairie and .the 

Blackfoot Indians^ both of whom are vicious and 

. profligate rovers ; and we bad, therefocct e.very thing 

.to fear : not only that they might steal jotH? Jhoiaies, 

, but even our arms and haggage» if they weie.siiffi- 

j cienily strong." 

- After proceeding about twenty «iiles they earoe 

to Tansy River, and as they would. not^Jb^ able to 

\ reach Maria's River, before night, jthey encamped 

there. 

*'July IB. A little before sunrise^" proceeds tiie 

, loumal, "we started on a course north 36Q west, 

, which we continued for six milesr when we reached 

the top of a high plain which divides the waters of 

. Maria and Tansy Rivers; and a mile farther came 

to a creek of the former, about twenty^ive yaids 

wide, though without water except in a lew pools 

in .its bed. 0owi^ this creek wci proceeded /or 

twelve miles, through thick groves of timber on its 

banks, passing, such' immense numbers of buffido 

that the whole seemed to be bnt a single herd. . Ae- 

oowanying them were multitudes of wolvesi and 

iieaidsflL thesft^.we saw some antelope aiid hare. J^ 
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ter dinner we left this crecik, S/ehleh w«' called Bn^ 
falo Creek, and, crossing the plain foi^ six miles, came 
to MslHa's River, where we encamped in a gmvB- of < 
Cottonwood on its western side, keeping watoh 
throngh the night lest we should be surpris^ by the 
Indians." 

The two following dkys they eonthiiied their jour- 
ney up Maria's River to the distance of forty-eight ' 
mues, seeing great numbers ot wild animals of dif- 
ferent kinds, though fewer bufiklo than before. The 
country was spread out in level, beautiful plains, 
though the soil, except on (he bottoms, wa^ of infe- 
rior quality. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Captain Lewis and his Party arriye at the Forks of^aria*9 
Kiver.— Alarmed by the Kvidence of being in the Neighbour- 
hood of unfriendly Indians, and distressed for Want of Pro- 
visiuns.— Tbeunnivourable Weather compels them to return. 
^Interview with the Minnetsreesof Portde Prairie.— Mutual 
Consternation.-^ Kesolotion of Captain 'Lewis — They en- 
camp together for the Night.-> Conversation which ensues.- • 
Conflict occasioned by the Indians attempting to seize the 
Rifles and Horses of tne Party, in which one of the former is 
mortally wounded.— Captain Lewis kills another Indian, and 
bis narrow Escape.— Having taken four Horses belonging to 
the Indians, they hasten to. join the Parly with Captain Clarke. 
—Arriving near the Missouri, they are alarmed by the Sound 
of Hides, which fortunately proves to be from the Party under 
Sergeant Ordway.-^The two DeUchments thus united, leaver 
their Horses, and descend the Miaeouri in Canoes.— Continue 
their RomW down the Kivel' u> join Captain Clarke.— V^st 
Quantities of Game seen on their Passage.— Captain Lewis 
accidentally Wounded by one of his own Party.— They at 
length join Captain Clarke. ^ 

Starting at sunrise on the 21st, Captain Lewis 
afld his party, after proceeding eighteen miles, camo 
to the forks of Maria's River, the largest branch run^ 
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niiig south 75^" west towards the mountains, and 
the other north 40"* west. They followed the north- 
em branch, believing it would lead them to the most 
northerly point of the river, and at the distance of 
thirteen miles encamped under a cliff on its banks. 

Ascending this branch for tweniy-eight miles on 
the following day, they were brought within about 
ten miles of the foot of the Rocky Mountains ; '' and 
being now able to trace distinctly,'^ says the Journal, 
'^ that the point at which the river issues from those 
mountains was to the south of west, we concluded 
that we had reached its most northern point ; and 
as we had ceased to believe that any of its branches 
extend as far north as the fiftieth degree of latitude, 
we deemed it useless to proceed farther.!' 

They concluded to remain here two days, to take 
some observations and rest their horses. Being 
unable to procure either game or fish, they were 
much, .distressed for want of provisions ; and their 
situation was rendered still more tinpleasant by cer- 
tain evidences that the Minnetarees were at no great 
distance from them. The weather, also, was cold 
and rainy, preventing their taking any observation, 
and detaining them beyond the period they had 
proposed to stop. 

They did not start till the 26th, when, proceeding 
in nearly a southeast direction across the plains, at 
twelve miles' distance they came to a brai>ch of Ma- 
ria's River, ** which," says the Journal, ** we cross- 
ed, and continued along its southern side for two 
miles, where it is joined by another branch of nearly 
equal size from the southwest, and far more clear 
than the north branch, which is turbid, though the 
beds of both are composed of pebbles. We now de- 
cided on pursuing this river to its junction with the 
fork of Maria's Kiver, which we had ascended, and 
then crossing the country obliquely to Tansy River, 
to descend that stream to its confluence with Ma- 
ria's River. We therefore crossed over ajud de 
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seceded th€' nver, and at one milr below^ the jurte^ 
tion halted to let the horses graze hi a fertile bottom^ 
in which were some Indian lodges that appeared to 
have been inhabited during the last winter.'* * * • 

** At the distance of three miles ^e ascended the 
bills close to the river, while Drewyer pr6ceeded 
Blohg its valley, on the opposite side, fiat scarcely 
had Captain Lewis reached the high plahi, when he 
saw, aboiU a mile to his left, a collectiorf of about 
thirty hordes. He immediately halted^ and by the 
aid of his spyglass discovered that one half of the 
horses were saddled, and that on the eMhrenoe 
above the horses there were several Indians look<>> 
ing down towards the river, probably at Drewyer. 
This was a most unwelcome sight. Their probable 
numbers rendered any conftest with them of doabt- 
Ail issue, while -to attempt to escape would only iiui 
vite pursuit, and our horses^ were so bad that we 
must certainly be overtak'en i besides which, Drew« 
yer could not yet be aware that the liidians were 
near; and if we ran he would most probably be sac« 
riflced. We determined, therefore, to malcie the best 
of our sitiiation, and advanced towards thiem in a 
friendly manner. The flag which we had brought in 
case of any such accident wasi displayed, and wis 
continued slowly to approach them. Their atten^ 
lion w^as so entiriely directed to Dren^er that they 
did not immediately discover us. As soon as they 
did perceive us they appeared to be nvueh adarmed^ 
and rian about in great confusion: some of them 
came down the Inll and drove their hofses withiti 
gunshot of the eminehee, to which they then re-i 
turned, as if to wtitt our arrival. When we came 
within a quarter of a mile, one of therti mounted and 
tode atfiiH speed to meet us; but at the distance of 
a hmidred paces he halted, and Oaptahfi Lewis who 
had alighted to receive him, held nut his hand and 
beckoned to him to approach : he looked at os AMf 
Home timeyand then, iirithout saying a wo^ retbm- 
Zd 
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ed to his companions with as much haste as he bad 
advanced. The whole party now descended the hUl 
and rode towards us. As yet we saw only eight, 
but presumed tliat there must be more behind them, 
as there were other horses saddled. We, however, 
advanced, and CajHain Lewis now told his two men 
that he feared these were the Minnetarees of Fort 
de Prairie, who, from their infamous character, would 
in all probability attempt to rob us ; but that, being 
determined to die rather than lose his papers and in- 
struments, he had made up his i»ind to resist to the 
last extremity, and advised them to do the same, and 
to be on the alert shotiid there be any disposition 
to attack us. 

** When the iwo parties came within a liundred 
yards of each other, all the Indians except one halt- 
ed ; Captain ^ewis therefore ordered his two men 
to stop while he advanced alone ; and, after shaking 
hands with the Indian, he went on, and did the^same 
with the others in the rear, the foremost Indian at 
the Same time shaking hands with the two men. 
They all now came up, and, after alighting, the In* 
dians asked to smoke with us. Captain Lewis, who 
was very anxious for Drewyer's safety, told them 
that the man who had gone down the river had the 
pipe, and requested, as they had seen him, that one 
of them should accompany Fields to bring him back. 
To this they assented, and Fields went with a young 
Indian in search of Drewyer. Captain Lewis now 
, asked them by signs if they were ihe Minnetarees 
of the north, and was sorry to learn by their answer 
that his suspicions were too true. He then inquired 
if there was any chief among them. They pointed 
out three ; but, though he did not believe them, he 
thought it best to please them, and gave to one a 
flag, to another a medal, and to a third a handker- 
chief. They appeared to be well satisfied with these 
presents, and soon entirely recovered from the agi- 
tation into which our first interview had thrown 
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them ; for they were, in fjict, more alarmed than we 
were at the first meeting. In turn, however, we be- 
came equally satisfied, on seeing that they were not 
joined by any more companions ; for we considered 
ourselves quite a match for eight Indians, particu- 
larly as only two of them had guns, the rest being 
armed with eye-dogs and bows and arrows. 

" As it was growing late, Captain Lewis proposed 
that they should encamp together near the river ; for 
he was glad to sde them, and had a great deal to^ 
say to them. They assented ; and being soon join- 
ed by Drewyer, we proceeded towards the river, 
and after descending a very steep bluff, two hundred 
and fifty feet liigh, encamped in a small bottom. 
Here the Indians formed a large semicircular tent 
of dressed buffalo skins, in which the two parties 
assembled, and by the help of Drewyer the evening 
was spent in conversation. The Indians informed 
us that they were a part of a large band, which at 
present lay encamped on the main branch of Marians 
River, near the foot of the Rocky Mountains, and at 
the distance of a day and a half *s journey from this 
place. Another numerous party were hunting buf- 
falo near the Broken Mountains, from which they 
would proceed in a few days to the north of Marians 
River. With the first of these there was a white 
man. They added, that from this place to the es- 
tablishment at which they traded on the Saskasha- 
wan was only six days* easy march, that is, such a 
day^s journey as could be made with their women 
and children ; sb that we computed the distance at 
one hundred and sixty miles. There they carry 
wolfskins and some beaver, and exchange them for 
guns, ammunition,^ blankets, spirituous Bquors, and 
o^er articles of Indian traffic. "^ 

*' Captain Lewis, in tprn, informed them that he 
.had come from a great distance up the large river 
which riins towards the rising sun, and that he had 
been as far as the great lake where the sun sets ; 
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that he had seen nianynatidns, the greater part of^ 
Wnom were at war with each other, biit that by his 
mediation they had made peace, and all of thekn had 
been invited to come and trade with him east of the 
mountains; that he was now on his way home, but 
had left his companions at the Palhsi while he came 
in search of the Minnetarees,in the hope of inducinr 
theni also to live at peace with th^ir neighbours, and 
to visit the trading-houses which were about to be 
established at the entrance of Maria's River, 'Vhef 
said that they were ani^ious to blB at'peabe With the 
Tushepaws, but that those people had lately kitted a 
number of their relations, as they ph)Ved by pointing 
to several of the party who h^d their hair cut^as a' 
mark of mourning. 'I'*^^y wei-e equally willing, they 
adiied, to come oowii and trade with u^. Captain 
Lewis therefore proposed that they should send 
some of their young men to invite atl thieir band to 
meet us at the mouth of Maria's Ftlver, and that ihtl 
rest 6t the party should go with us to that ptaee. 
where he hoped to find his nfi^en, oflTerin^ them, at 
the same time, ten horses and some tobacco if they* 
would accompany us. To this, h6wever, they made 
lio reply. Finding them very fond of the pipe, Cap> 
tain Lewis, who was desirous of keeping a vigilant 
watch during the nijght, smoked with them untit^ s 
late hour, and, as soon as they were all asleep, be 
awoke R, Fields, and ordering him to rouse ns an in 
case any Indian led the camp, as they* woittd prob^ 
ably attempt to s^eal our horses, he lay down by thci 
side of D'rewyer in the tent with all the Incfians, 
while the two Fields werd stretched n^ar the fire at 
the moulh oMt, 

"July 2f7. The Ihdians got tip at sunrise and 
qrowded round the fire, n^ar which J. Fields, whd 
was then on watch, had carelessly left his rifie, by 
the head of his brother. Vjrho was still asleep. One 
of the Indians slipped behind him, and, unperceived, 
took his brother*8'and his own rifle, whil^ attba 
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tame time two others seized those of Drewyer and 
Captnin Lewis. As soon as Fields turned round he 
saw the Indian running off with the rifles, and in* 
Btantly calling his brother, they pursued him for fifty 
or sixty yards, and just as they overtook him, in 
the scuffle R. Fields stabbed him through the heart 
with his knife; he ran about fifteen steps and felli 
dead. They now hastened back with their rifles to 
the camp. The moment tlie fellow touched his gun, 
Drewyer, who was awake, jumped up and wrested 
it from him. The noise awoke Captain Lewis, who 
instantly started from the ground, and reached to 
seize his gun ; but, finding it gone, he drew a pistol 
from his ^It, and turning about, saw an Indian run« 
ning off with it. He followed him and ordered him 
to lay it down, which he was doing, just as the two 
Fields came up and were taking aim to shoot htm ; 
when Captain Lewis ordered them not to fire, as the 
Indian did not appear to intend any mischief. He 
dropped the gun, and was going off slowly, when 
Drewyer came out and asked permission to kill him ; 
but this Captain Lewis forbade, as he had not at- 
tempted to shoot us. But, finding that the Indians 
were now endeavouring to drive off all our horses, 
he ordered the men to follow the main party who 
were chasing the horses up the river, and to fire in- 
stantly upon the thieves ; while he, without taking 
time to run for his shot- pouch, pursued the fellow 
who had stolen his gun and another Indian, who 
were driving away the horses, on (he left of the 
camp.^ He pressed them so closely that they left 
twelve of their own horses, but continued to drive 
off one of ours. At the distance of three hundred 
paces they entered a steep nicne in the river bluffs, 
when Captain Lewis, being too much out of breath 
to pursue them any farther, called out, as he had 
done several times before, that unless they gave up 
the horse he would shoot them. As be raised his 
gun one of them jumped behind a rock,^and spoke to 

Digitizeci by VjOOy If 



274 Lewis AIYD CLAldtfi'd iBXPEDltldN. 

th^ otlier, who, stopping at th6 distdlld^ of thif^^ 
piiees, Captain Lewis shot him hi the belly.* He ' 
fell od his knees and right elbdw, but, raising him- 
self k little, fired, and then crawled behind a rock. 
The Shot had nearly proved fatal ; for Captain Lew- 
is, wlio was bareheaded, felt the wind of the ball 
very distinctly. Not having his shot-pouch, fee ' 
could not reload hi^ rifle ; and, having only a single 
charge also foir his pistol, he thought it most pmdetit 
not to attack them farther, and retired slowly to the 
camp. He was met by Drewy^r, who, heartilg the 
report of the guns, had come to his assistance, leav- 
ing the Fields to follow the other Indians. Captain* 
Lewis ordered him to call^ut to them to desist from 
the pursuit, as< we could take the horses of the fn* 
dians in place of our own ; but th6y were at too* 
g^at a distance to hear him. He therefore return- 
ed to the camp, and while he was saddling tlm 
horses the Fields returned with four of our own^^ 
having followed the Indians until two of them swam 
th^ river and two others ascended the hills, so that 
the horses became dispersed. 

" We' were, on the whole, rather gainers by the 
contest, for we had taken four of the Indian horses, 
and lost only one of our own. Besides which, we 
found in the camp four shields, two bows with quir- 
ers, and one of their guns, which we took wHn ust 
and also the flag we had presented to them: the^ 
medal we left round the neck ofthe dead man, that 
they might be^ informed who we w^re. The rest of 
their baggage, except some, buffalo meat, we did not 
disturb ; and as there was no time to be lost, we 

* In conisequehce of the death of this man at the hands of* 
Captain Lewid, a treacherous and' lurking hostihty was excited 
in the breasts ofthe Blackfeet (end it is presomed stfll renuiiis), 
which induced the AmHncan Pur Company to estabhsh astconif 
fort, with a force of sixty .men, at the nh^th of Maria's lUver. 
This band keep about the head-waters of ihe Missoun,aud com* 
ddwn even to the Arkansas, piundermg the Flatheads, Nei^ 
Forces, and iSho»hi>nee9.^Jrwtig. 
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^(inoHfliAed.ottr biurse8,.aQcl, after. ascendiDg $he river 
i hills, took our course through the beautiful level 
. .plains in a direction a little to the south of east. 
.: VVe had no doubt but we should be immediately pur- 
..aued by a iiMieh larger party, and that, as soon as in- 
. teUigeuce was given to the band near the Broken 
^' Mountains, they would hasten to the mouth of Ma- 
, .m*p River, to intercept, us. We hoped, however, to 
. be there before them, so as to form a junction with 

our friends. We therefore pushed our horses as 
t. Detst as we possibly could (and, fortunately for us, the 

ladiaR horses proved very good), the plains being 
^perfettly level, without many stones or pricIUy 
. pears,. and Ja fine order for travelling ai\er the late 
. xains. . At e^ht miles from our camp we passed a 
• streaoi forty yards wide, to which, from the occur- 

VfDce of the morning, we gave the name of 3attle 
: River. At three o'clock we reached Rose River, 

£ve. miles above where we had formerly passed it; 

«nd having now couie by .estimate sixty- three miles, 
. we halted for an hour and a half to refresh our horses, 

then pursued our journey seventeen miles farther, 

. when* 9^ the night came on, we killed a buffalo, and 
.again stopped for, two hours. Tlie sky was now 
. overcast, but as the moon gave light enough to show 
V us the route, we con^nutid along through immense 
. herds of buftalo for twenty miles, and then, almost 
..exhausted with fatigue, halted at two in the mom- 

hig, 

. *Muly. 28, to rest ourselves and the horses. At 

daylight w^ awoke, sore, and scarcely able to stand ; 

.but as our own lives, as Well as ihose of our com- 

paniona, depended on our prising forward, we again 
. mounted our horses and set out. The men were 
•.desirous, of crossing the Missouri at Grog Spring, 
wivrhese Rose River approaches it so nearly that by 
.passing down the southwest side of it we mtght 

avoid the country ^t the junction of the two rivers, 
i which the enemy would most probaUy pur* 

DigitizeobyV^OUyif 



276 LEWIS AND Clarke's expedition. 

sue us. But as this circuitous route would eonsome 
the whole day, and the Indians might in the mean 
time attack the canoes at the point, Captain Lewis 
stated to his party that it was now their duty to ria^ 
their lives for their friends and companions; that 
they should therefore proceed immediately to the 
point to give ihem the alarm ; and if they had not 
yet arrived there, they would raft the Missouri^ and, 
after hiding the baggage, ascend the river on foot 
through the woods till they should meet them«. He 
told ihem, also, that it was his determination, in case 
they were attacked in crossing the plains, to lie the 
bridles of the horses, and stand together tHI they 
had either routed their enemies, or sold their lives 
as dearly as possible. To this they all assented, 
and we therefore continued our route to the east- 
ward, till at the distance of twelve miles we came 
, near the Missouri, when we heard a noise which 
seemed like the report of a gun. We therefore 
quickened our pace for eight mHes farther, and, be- 
ing about five miles from Grog Spring, now heard 
distinctly the noise of several rifles from the river. 
We hurried to the bank, and saw with exquisite sat- 
isfaction our friends descending the river. They 
landed. to greet us, and after turning our horses loose, 
we embarked with our baggage, and went down to 
the spot where we had made adeposite. This, after 
reconnoitring the adjacent country, we opened ; bat, 
unfortunately, the cache had caved in, and most of 
the articles were injured. We took whatever was 
^ still worth preserving, and immediately proceeded 
'to the point, where we found our deposites in good 
order. By a singular good fortune, we were heie 
joined by Sergeant Gass and Willard from the Falls, 
who had been ordered to come with the horses here 
to assist in procuring meat for the voyage, as it had 
been calculated that the canoes ^would reach this 
place much sooner than Captain Lewis's party. Af- 
ter a very )ieavy shower of rain and hail^ attended 

DigitizeobyVnUUyif 



PASaAGB DOWN THE MISSOURI. 277 

wkh violent thmider and lightmng, we started from 
the point, and giving a final discharge to our horsea, 
went over to tlie island where we had left our red 
pirogue, which, however, we found much decayed, 
and we had no means of repairing her. y^e there^ 
fore took all the iron work out, of her, and. proceed- 
ing down the river firteen miles, encamped near 
some cottonwood-trees, one of which was of the 
narrow-leafed species, and the first of that kind we 
had remarked in ascending the river. 

** Sergeant Ordway^s party, which had left the 
mouth of Madison River on the 13th, had descended 
in saiety to White fiear Island, where he arrived on 
the lUti), andt afier collecting the baggage, had left 
the falls on the 37th in the white pirogue and five ca- 
Boee, while Sergeant Gass and Willard set out at 
the same time by land with the horses, and thus for- 
tunately met together." 

They started the next morning, notwithstanding 
« Tiolt^nt storm of rain and hail, having first sent 
two canoes ahead for the purpose of hunting elk 
and buffalo, which were in immense numbers. The 
liver was high and the current rapid, and they con- 
tinued their voyage downward for several days, at 
the rate, when the weather would permit, of sixty 
or seventy miles a day, passing the mouths of the 
Muscleshell, Big Dry, Little Dry, and Porcupine Riv- 
ecB in their descent. 

'* August 7. Being resolved,'* proceeds the Jour- 
md, '' to reach, if p«»ssible, the Yellowstone, a dis- 
taoce of eighty-three miles, in the course of the day, 
Wit set out early, and, being favoured by a rapid cur- 
rent and good oarsmen, proceeded with great speed. 
In passing Martha's River, we observed that its 
mouth was at present a quarter of a mile lower than 
it bad been last year. Here we perceived the first 
appearance of coal-burned Tiills and pumice-stone, 
which seem always to accompany each other. At 
tUs place, also, were the first elms and dwarf ce- 
YOL. II.— A A 
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dars, on the bluffs of the river. The ash, too, made 
its first appearance in a solitary tree at the Ash Rap- 
id, but was seen occasionally scattered through tbe 
low grounds at the Elk Rapid, and thence down- 
ward, though it was generally small. The whole 
country on the northeast side, between Martha and 
Milic Rivers, is a beautiful level plain, with a soil 
much more fenile than that higher up. The bufia- 
lo, elk, and other animals still continued numerous, 
as were also the bear, who lie m wait at the eross^ 
ing places, where they seize elk and the weaker 
cattle, and then stay by the carcass to keep off the 
wolves till the whole is devoured. At four o'clock 
we reached th^ mouth of the Yellowstone, where 
we found a note from Captain Clarke, informing us 
of his intention of waiting for us a few miles below. 
^e therefore left a memorandum for two of our 
huntsmen, who had been sent out, and who, we now 
supposed, must be behind us, and then ptireued oor 
course till night came on, when, not being able to 
overtake Captain Clarke, we encamped." 

The next day they proceeded nearly to the 
mouth of Whiteearth River without meeting Captain 
Clarke, and not knowing what to think of it, ihev 
landed and remained for two da^s, during which 
they employed themselves in caulking and repairing 
their canoes, und in preparing skins for clothing. 

'* August 11. Being anxious," continues the narra- 
tive, " to reach the Burned Hills by noon, in order to 
determine their latitude, we went forward with great 
rapidity, but by the time we reached that place it- was 
twenty minutes too late to take a meridian altitude. 
Captain Lewis observing on the opposite side of the 
rivei^a herd of elk on a sand-bar covered with willows, 
landed with Cruzatte to hunt them. Each of them 
fired and shot an elk. They tnen reloaded, and took 
different routes in pursuit of the game, when, just as 
Captain Lewis was taking aim at an elk, a ball struck 
mm in the left thigh, about an inch below the ^ 
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joint, and missing the bone, passed through the limb, 
and grazed the other to some depth. It instantly 
occurred to him that Cruzatte, whose eyesight was 
no^ very good, must have shot him in mistake for 
an elk, as he was dressed in brown leather. He 
therefore called out that he was wounded, and looked 
towards the place from which the shot came : see- 
ing nothing, however, he called, on Cruzatte by name 
several times, but received no answer. As, then, his 
companion was out of hearing, and the shot appear- 
ed not to have come from mpre than forty paces* dis- 
tance, he now concluded that it must have been fired 
by an Indian ; and not knowing how many might be 
concealed in the bushes, he made towards the pi- 
rogue, ' calling out to Cruzatte to retreat, as there 
were Indians in the willows. As soon as he reach- 
ed the pirogue, he ordered the men to arms, and sta- 
ting to them that he had been wounded by the Indians, 
though he hoped not mortally, bade them follow him 
to relieve Cruzatte. They mstantly followed for a 
hundred paces, when his wound became so pamful, 
and his thigh stiffened in such a manner, that he could 
go no farther. He therefore ordered the men to 
proceed, and if they should be overpowered by nimi- 
bers, to retreat .towards the boats, keeping up a con- 
tinual fire I then limping back to the pirogue, he 
made ready his rifle, pistol, and air-gun, determined 
to sell his life dearly in case the men should be over- 
come. In this state of anxiety and suspense he re- 
mained for about twenty minutes, when the party 
returned with Cruzatte, and reported that no Indians 
were to be. seen in the neighbourhood. Cruzatte 
was now much alarmed, and declared that he had 
shot at an elk, as he supposed, after Captain Lewis 
had left him, but disclaimed all idea of having inten- 
tionally wounded his officer.. There was now no 
doubt but the shot had come from him ; yet, as it 
seemed to be perfectly accidental, and he had always 
conducted himself with propriety, no farther notice 
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was taken of H. The wornid was dressed, and pat- 
ent lint put into the holes. It bled considerably, but 
as the ball had touched no bone or artery, it was 
hoped it would not prove fatal. As it was now ren- 
dered impossible for hiin, however, to take the ob- 
servations he had proposed, to determine the latitude 
of the Burned Hills, which was chiefly desirable from 
their bein^ at the most northern point of the Missou- 
ri, he declined remaining till the next day, and pro- 
ceeded on till evening. As he could not now be re- 
moved without great pain, and had a high fever, be 
remained on board during the night, and early the 
next morning, 

" August 12, we proceeded on with as much exp^- 
dition as possible. Soon after starting we went on 
shore to visit a camp, which we found to be that of 
Dickson and Hancock, the two Illinois traders, who 
told us that they had seen Captain Clarke the day 
before. While stopping here we were overtaken 
by our two hunters. Colter and Collins, who had 
been missing since the 3d. They state4 that, after 
following us the first day, they concluded we must 
be behind, and waited for us several days, until they 
became convinced of their mistake, when they came 
on as rapidly as they could . We made some presents 
to the two traders, and then proceeded till one 
o'clock, when we joined our friends and companiona 
under Captain Clarke." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The Party commanded by Captain Clarke proceed alon^ 
Clarke's River — Their sorry Commemoration of the 4th of 
July. — Instance of Sacajawea's Strength of Memory. — Oe* 
scription of the Kiver aud of the surrounding Country, as the 
Party proceed. — Horses missing, and supposed to he stolen 
by the Indians.— They reach Wiudoin River.— Extraordinary 
Heat of a Spring.— Fondness- of the Party for 'I'obacco. — , 
Sergeant Ordway re<^overs the Horses,— Captam Clarke di- 
▼idtis his Party, one detachment to descend the Kiver. — They 
reach Gallatm and Jefferson Rivers.— Arrive at the Yellow- 
stone River — Otter and Beaver Kivers.-Indian Fortification. 
—One of the Party accidentally wounded. — Engaged in build- 
ing Canoes.— Twenty-four Horses stolen, probably by the In- 
dians. 

•* July 3. On taking leave of Captain Lewis and 
\he Indians, the division under Captain Clarke, con- 
sisting of fifteen men, with fifty horses, set out 
through the valley of Clarke's River, along the west- 
em side of which they rode in a southern direction. 
This valley is from ten to fifteen miles in width, tol- 
erably level, and partially covered with the long- 
leafed and the pitch pine, with some cottonwood, 
birch, and sweet willow on the borders of the 
streams." • • • "After crossing eight diflferent 
streams of water, four of which were small, they 
halted at the distance of eighteen miles, on the up- 
per side of a large creek, where they let their horses 
graze, and after dinner continued their journey in the 
same direction eighteen miles farther, when they 
encamped on the north side of a large creek. The 
valley became more beautiful as they advanced, and 
was diversified by a number of small open plains, 
abounding with grass and a variety of sweet-scented 
plants, and watered by ten streams rushing from 
^ Aa8 
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the^western mountains with considerable velocity. 
These mo\intains were covered witli snow about 
one fifth of their way from the top, and some snow 
was still to be seen on the high points, and in the 
hollows of the mountains to the eastward/' 

The following day they continued their route up 
th6 valley, whiph became narrower as they ad van* 
ced. They were obliged to ford several rapid creeks 
on their way, and at the distance of thirty miles en- 
camped on the western branch of Clarke's River. 
Crossing the river the next morning, after proceed* 
ing one mile they came to its eastern branch, which 
they ascended to the foot of the mountain ; and, hav- 
ing ascertained that it took its rise in a high, peaked 
mountain about twenty miles to thejiortheast of the 
valley, they stopped for the night. " As soon as they 
halted," proceeds the narrative, " several men were 
despatched in different directions to examine the 
road, and from their report it was concluded that the 
best path would be one about three miles up the 
stream. This was the road travelled by the Ootla- 
shoots, and would certainly shorten the route two 
days at least, besides being much better, as they had 
been inforn^ed by the Indians, than that by which 
we had advanced in the fall. 

"July 6. The night was very cold, succeeded by 
frost in the morning ; and as the horses were much 
scattered, the party were not able to set out before 
nine o'clock. They then went along the stream for 
three miles, and leaving to the right the path by 
which they had come in the fall, followed the road 
taken by the Ootlashoots, up a gentle asce^n to the 
dividing mountain which separates the waters of 
the middle fork of Clarke's River from those of 
Wisdom and Lewis Rivers. Oh reaching the oth- 
er side they came to Glade Creek, down which they 
proceeded, crossing it frequently into the glades on 
each side, where the limber was small, and in many 
places destroyed by fire : there were great quantities 
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Homash then in bloom. Throaghout the gtad^ -■ 
e great numbers of holes made by the whis** 
ourrowing squirrel ; and they killed a hare ( 
^rge mountain species. Along these roads ti. 
were also appearances of old buffalo paths, and som 
old heads of buffaloes ; and as these animals evince 
wonderful sagacity in the choice of their routes, the 
coincidence of a buffalo with an Indian track affords 
the strongest evidence that it is the best. In the af- 
ternoon they passed along the hill side, north of the 
creek, for ^x miles, when they entered an extensive 
level plain. Here the Indian tracks scattered so 
much that they were whoHy at a loss which to ibl- 
iow*; but Sacajaweah recognised the plain inltiiedi- 
ateiy. She had travelled it often during her child- 
hood, and informed them that it was greatly resort- 
ed to by the Shoshonees, who came here for the 
purpose of gathering guamash and of taking beaver, 
with which the plain abounded ; that Glade Creek 
was a branch of Wisdom River, and that, on reach- 
ing the more elevated part of the plain, they would 
see a gap in the mountains. On the route to the ca- 
noes, and ft-om that gap the high point of a mountain 
covered with snow. At the distance of a mile thev 
passed over a large creek from the right ; also Fisn 
Creek, coming from a snowy mountain, across which 
ihere was a gap. . Soon after, on ascending some 
rising groimd, the country spread itself into a beau- 
tiful i^cMn, extending north and south about fifteen 
miles wide and thirty in length, and surrounded oa 
all sides by high points of mountains covered with 
snow, among which was the gap pointed out by the 
squaw, bearing south 56° east. They had not gone 
two miles from the last creek when they were over- 
taken t>y a violent storm of wind, accompanied by 
a heavy fall of rain, which lasted an hour and a half. 
Having no shelter, they formed a solid column to 

Srotect themselves from the gust, and then went on 
ve miles to a small creek, where, ^ding some 
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wood, they encamped for the night, and dried them- 
selves. Here they observed fresh signs of Indians^ 
who had been gathering quamash. Their distance 
was twenty-six miles, in the morning, 

*^ July 7, their horses were so much scattered, that, 
although they sent out hunters to range the country 
in every direction for six or eight, miles, nine of 
them were still missing. They were the most valu- 
able ones of all, and so much attached to some of 
their companions that it was difficult to. separate 
them in the daytime. It was therefore concluded 
that they must have been stolen by some roving In- 
dians, and, accordingly, a party of five men was left 
to continue the pursuit, while the rest went on to 
the spot where the canoes had been deposited. They 
set out at ten o'clock, and pursued a course south 
50O east across the valley, which they found to be 
watered by four large creeks, with extensive, low, 
miry bottoms, till they reached Wisdom River* along 
the northeast side of which they continued, when^' 
at the distance of sixteen miles, they came to the 
thiree branches. Near that place they stopped for 
dinner at a hot spring situated in the open plain. 
The bed of the spring is about fifteen yards in cir- 
cumference, and composed of loose, hard, gritty 
stones, through which the water boils in large quan- 
tities. It is slightly impregnated with sulpjiur, and 
80 hot that a piece of meat, about the size of three 
fingers, was completely done in twenty-five minutes; 
After dinner they proceeded ^across the eastern 
branch and along the north side of the middle branch 
for nine miles, when they reached the gap in the 
mountains, and took a final leave of t^is extensive 
valley, which they called the Hot-spring Valley. It 
is, indeed, a beautiful country : though enclosed by 
mountains covered with snow, the soil is exceeding- 
ly fertile, and well supplied with esculent plants, 
while its numerous creeks furnish immense quanti- 
ties of beaver^ Another valley less extensive ai^ 
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Blore rafged opened itself to iheir view as they 
passed through the gap ; but, as they had made twen- 
ty-five miles, and the night was advancing, they halt* 
ed near sonne fine springs which fall into Wiilard's 
Creek. A fler a cold night, during which their horses 
separated and could not be collected till eight o'clock 
i& the morning, 

" July 8, they erossed the valley along the south- 
west side of Willard's Creek for twelve miles, when 
it 'entered the mcmntams, and then, turning S. 20^ 
E., they came to the Shoshonee Cove after riding 
seven miles ; thence they proceeded down the west 
branch of Jefferson River, and at the distance of 
nine miles reached its forks, where we had depos- 
ited our merchandise in the month of August. Most 
of the men were in thiB habit of chewing tobadeo ; 
and such was their eagerness to procure it after so 
long a privation, that they scarcely waited to take 
the saddles from their horses before they ran eager- 
ly to the cave, and were delighted at being able to 
resume this fascinating indu^ence. This, indeed, 
was one of the most trying privations they had en- 
countered. Some of the men, whose tomahawks 
were so formed as to answer the purpose of pipes, 
even broke the handles of these weapons, cut them 
into small fragments, and chewed them ; the wood 
having, by fVequent smoking, become strongly im- 
pregnated with the taste of that plant. They found 
everything safe, though some of the goods were a 
little damp, and one of the canoes had a hole in it. 
The ride of this day was twenty-seven miles in 
length, through a country diversified by low, marshy 
grounds, and high, open, stony plains, terminated by 
lofty mountains, on the tops and along the northern 
Sides of which. the snow still remained. Over the 
whole were scattered great quantities of hyssop, and 
the different species of shrubs common to the plains 
of the Missouri. 

^ They had now erossed from Traveller's Rest 
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Creek to the head of Jefferson's River, whicfa i 
to form, the best and shortest route over the mount- 
ains during almost the whole distance of one iiun- 
dred and sixty-four miles. It is, in fact, a very ex* 
cellent road ; and by cutting down a few trees it 
might be rendered a good route for wagons, with the 
exception of about four miles over one of the mount- 
ains, which would require some levelling.'' 

The next day was spent in raising and repairing 
the canoes, and in the course of it they were joined 
by Sergeant Ordway with the missing horses. 

'*July 10. This morning," says the Journal, ''a 
white frost covered the ground, the grass was frozen* 
and the ice three quarters of an inch thick in a basin 
of water. The boats were, now loaded, and Captain 
Clarke divided his men into two bands, one to de- 
scend the river with the baggage, while he, with the 
other, should proceed on horseback to the Yellow- 
stone. A fter breakfast the two parties set out, those 
on shore skirting the eastern side of Jefferson Riv- 
er, through Service Valley, and over Rattlesnake 
Mountain, into a beautiful and extensive country, 
known among the Indians by the name of Hahnah- 
a^papelah, or Beaverhead Valley, from the number 
of those animals found in it, and also from a point of 
land resembhng the head of a beaver. It extends 
from Rattlesnake Mountain as low as Frazier's 
Creek, and is about fifty miles in length in a direct 
line, while its width varies from ten to fifteen miles, 
being watered in its whole course by the JeflTerson, 
and six different creeks. This valley is open and 
fertile, and, besides the vast numbers of beaver and 
otter on its creeks, the bushy low grounds are a fa- 
vourite resort for deer, while on the higher parts of 
the valley ^^ere seen scattered groups of antelopes, 
and beyond, on the steep sides of the mountains, 
many of the bighorn, taking refuge there from the 
wolves and bears. At the distance of fifteen milea 
the two parties stopped to dine, when Captain 
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Clarke, finding that the river became wider and 
deeper, and ttiat the canoes could advance more 
rapidly than the horses, determined to proceed him- 
self by water, leaving Sergeant Pryor, with six men, 
to bring on the horses. They resumed their jour- 
ney after dinner, and encamped on the eastern side 
of the river, opposite to the head of Three- thousand- 
mile Island." 

The two following days they continued to descend 
the river, passing Philanthropy and Wisdom Rivers, 
and seeing great numbers of beaver as they passed 
along. 

"July 13. Earfy in the morning,*' continues the 
narrative, "they set out, and at noon reached the 
entrance of Madison River, where Sergeant Pryor 
haid arrived with the horses about an hour before ; 
and, having driven them across Madison and Gal- 
latin Rivers, just below the mouth of the latter the 
party halted to d|ne and unload the canoes. Here 
they again separated ; Sergeant Ordway, with nine 
men, setting out in six canoes to descend the river, 
while Captain Clarke, with the remaining ten, the 
wife and child of Chaboneau, and /ifty horses, were 
to proceed by land to the Yellowstone. They set 
out at five in the afternoon from the forks of the 
Missouri, in a direction nearly east ; but, as many 
6f the horses had sore feet, they were obliged to 
move ^owly, and after going four miles halted for 
the night on the bank of Gallatin River. This is a 
beautiful stream, arid though rapid, and obstructed 
by islands near its mouth, is navigable for canoes. 
On its lower side the land rises gradually to the foot 
of a mountain, running almost parallel with it ; but 
the country below it and Madison River is a level 
plain, covered with short grass, the soil being poof, 
and encumbered with stones and strata of hard 
white rock along the hill sides. Throughout the 
whole, game was very abundant. They obtained 
deer in the low grounds ; beaver and otter were seen 
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in Gallatinh River; and elk, wolves, eagles, hawlca, 
crows, and geese were noticed at diflTerent points on 
the route. The plain was intersected by several 
great roads, leading to a gap in the mountain about 
twenty miles distant, in a direction E N.E. ; but 
the Indian woman,- whf> was acquainted with the 
country, recommended another gap more to the 
south, through which Captain Clarice determined to 
proceed/* 

They started early the next morning, and, pursu- 
ing the route recommended by the squaw, came in 
the afternoon to the three forks of Gallatin River« 
and in the evening encamped at the entrance of the 
gap previously mentioned by her. 

" July 16. After an early breakfast," says the 
Journal, " they proceeded through this gap to the 
heads of the eastern fork of Gallatin River, near 
which they had encamped the evening before, and at 
the distance of six miles reached the top of the di- 
Tiding ridge which separates the waters of the Mis- 
souri and the Yellowstone, on descending which 
ridge they struck one of the streams of the latter 
river. They folV)wed its course through an open 
eotmtry, with high mountains on each side partially 
covered with pine, and watered by several streams, 
crowded, as usual, wHh beaver dams./ Nine iniles 
from the summit of the ridge they reached the Yel- 
lowstone itself, about a mile and a half below where 
it issues fron^,the Rocky Mountains. It now a|v 
pNMured that the^ communication between the two 
rivers was short and easy. The distance from the 
head of the Missouri at its three forks to this place 
is forty-eiffht miles, the greater part of which is 
through a level plain ; while from the forks of the 
eastern branch or Gallatin River, which is there nar- 
igable for small canoes, to this part of the Yellow- 
stone, it is no more than eighteen miles, with an exp 
cellent road over a hiffh, dry country, the hUls being 
of inconsiderable height, and easily passable. They 
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halted for three hoars to rest their horses, and then 
pursued the bufTalo road along the bank of the river. 

" Although but just emerging from a high snowy 
mountain, the Yellowstone is here a bold, rapid, and 
deep stream, one hundred and twenty yards in width. 
l*he bottoms alon^ its course are narrow within the 
mountains, but widen to the extent of nearly two 
miles in the valley below, where they are occasion- 
ally overflowed, and the soil gives growth to cotton- 
wood, rose-bushes, honevsuckle, rushes, common 
coarse grass, a species of rye, and various produc- 
tions found on moist lands. On each side these low 
grounds are bordered by dry plains of coarse gravel 
and sand, stretching back to the foot of the mount- 
ains, and supplied with a Very short grass. The 
mountains on the east side of the river are rough 
and rocky, and were still covered with great quan- 
tities of snow ; while two other high, snowy mounts 
ains were seen, one^ bearing'' north fifteen or twenty 
miles, the other nearly east. They had no cover- 
ing except a few scattered pine, nor, indeed, could 
they discover any timber fit even for a small ca- 
noe." At the distance of nine miles ttom the mounts 
ain they passed a bold, deep stream from the north-* 
wefst, discharging itself into the Yellowstone, and to 
which they gave the name of Shields's River. 

'Riey continued their codree along the river the 
followmg day, thehr horsea being unable to travel 
fast in consequence of the soreness of their feet, and 
halied in the evening after having made twenty-six 
miles. On the 17th they paissed two large creeks, 
entering the Yellowstone nearly opposite to each 
other; the one coming iVom the northeast theycaU^ 
ed Otter, and that on the other side Beaver River^ 
" The river," says the Journal, " was now becoming 
more divided by islands, and a number of smatt 
creeks fell into it oti both sides. The largest of' 
these was about seven -miles from Beaver River, en^ 
tering on the right : they called it Bratton's River, 
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from one of the men. The highlands, too, approach- 
ed more nearly than before ; but, although their sides 
were partially, supplied with pine and cedar, the 
growth was too small for canoes. The buffalo were 
beginning to be more abundant, and for the first 
time on this river they saw a pelican ; but deer and 
elk were now more scarce than before. In one of 
the low bottoms of the river was an Indian fort, 
which seemed to have been built during the previous 
summer. It was in the form of a circle, about filly 
feet in diameter, five feet high, and formed of logs 
lapped over each other,, covered on the outside with 
bark set on end. The entrance was guarded by a 
work on each side of it facing the river. These in- 
trenchments, the squaw informed us, were frequent- 
ly made by the Minnetarees and othet Indians at war 
with the Shoshonees, when pursued by their ene- 
mies on horseback." 

Gibson, one of the party, was so badly hurt the 
following day, by falling on a sharp point of wood, 
that he was unable to sit on his horse, and they 
were obliged to form a sort of litter for him, so that 
he could lie nearly at full length. The wound be- 
came so painful, ho\yever, after proceeding a short 
distance, that he could not bear the motion^ and they 
left him with two men, while Captain Clarke went 
to search for timber large enough to form canoes. 
He succeeded in finding some trees of sufficient size 
for small canoes, two of which he' determined to 
construct, and by lashing them together hoped to 
make them answer the purpose of conveying the 
party down the river, while a few of his men should 
conduct the horses to the Mandans. All hands, 
therefore, were set busily to work, and they were 
employed in this laboijr for several days. In the 
mean time no less than twenty-four of their hor- 
ses were missing, and they strongly suspected had 
been stolen by the Indians, for they were unable to 
find them, notwithstanding they made the most dili- 
gent search. 
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** July 23. A piece of a robe and a moccasin," 
says the Journal, "were discovered this morning 
not far from the camp. The moccasin was worn 
out in the sole, and yet wet, and haa every appear- 
ance of havins been left but a few hours before. 
This was conclusive that the Indians had taken our 
horses, and were still prowling about for the remain- 
der, which fortunately escaped last night by being 
in a small prairie surrounded by thick timber. At 
length Labiohe, one of our best trackers, returned 
from a very wide circuit, and informed Captain 
Clarke that he had traced the horses bending their 
course rather down the river towards the open plains, 
and from their tracks, must have been going very 
rapidly. All hopes of recovering them were now 
abandoned. Nor were the Indians the only plun- 
derers around our camp ; for in the night the wolves 
or dogs stole the greater part of the dried meat from 
the seafTold. The wolves, which constantly attend 
the buffalo, were here in great numbers, as this 
seemed to be the commencement of the buffalo 
country." • • • 

*'At noon the two canoes were finished. They 
were twenty-eight feet long, sixteen or eighteen 
inches deep, and from sixteen to twenty-four mches 
wide ; and, having lashed them together, everything 
was ready for setting out the next day, Gibson hav- 
ing now recoverecj. Sergeant Pryor was directed, 
with Shannon and Windsor, to take the remaining 
horses to the Mandans, and if he should find that 
Mr. Henry was on the Assiniboin River, to go thither 
and deliver him a letter, the objqct of which was to 
prevail on the most distinguished chiefs of the Sioux 
to accompany him to Washington." 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Captain Clarke proceeds down the River.^Description of an 
Indian Lodge.— Sergeant Pryor arrives with thp Jlorses.— 
Remarkable Rock seen foy Captain Clarke, and the Beauty 
of the Prospect from Its Summit.— Yellowstone and Bighorn 
Rivers compared.— Immense Herds of Buffalo.— fierceness 
of the White Bear.— Encamp at the Junction of the Yellow- 
stone and Missouri.— General Outline given of the Yellowstone 
River.— Sufferings of the Party from the Moschetoes.— Ser< 
geant Pryor arrived, and reports that the Horses were all 
stolen foy the Indians.— {n this Emergency tl^ey make Canoes 
of Skins, in which they descend the River over the most diffi- 
cult Shoals and Rapids.— Unexpectedly meet with two White 
Men, from whom they procure Intelligence in relation to the 
Indians formerly visited by the Party. 

*' July 24. The canoes were loaded, and Sergeant 
Pryor and his party set out, with orders to proceed 
down to the entrance of Bighorn River, which was 
supposed to be at no great ' distance, where they 
would be taken in the boats across the Yellowstone. 
At eight o^clock Captain Clarke embarked, and pro- 
ceed^ on very steadily down the river, which con- 
tained a number of islands, some of which were sup- 
plied with a growth of small timber. At the dis- 
tance of a mile from the camp, the river passed along 
a high bluff for about twenty-three miles, when the 
bottoms widened on both sides ; and twenty-nine 
miles farther, a stream fell into it from the south, 
which was supposed to be the Bighorn ; but after- 
ward, when the Bighorn was found, the name of 
Clarke's Fork was given to this stream. It is a 
bold river, one hundred and fifty yards wide at the 
entrance, but a short distance above is contracted to 
a hundred yards. The water is of a light muddy 
colour, and much colder than that of the Yellow- 
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Stone, and its general course is southeasterly from 
the Rocky Mountains. There is a small island sit- 
uated immediately at its entrance, and this or the 
adjoining mainland would form a very good position 
for a fort. The" country most frequented by the 
beaver begins here, and that which lies between this 
river and the Yellowstone is perhaps the best dis- 
trict for the hunters of that animal. About a mile 
before reaching this river there was a ripple in the 
Yellowstone, on passing which the canoes took in 
some water. The party therefore landed to bale out 
the boats, and then proceeded six miles farther to a 
large island, where they halted for the purpose of 
waiting for Sergeant Pryor. It is a beautiftil spot, 
with a rich soil> covered with wild rye, and a spe- 
cies of grass like the )?\ue grass, and some of anoth- 
er kind, which the Indians wear in plaits round the 
neck, on account of its fragrance, resembling that of 
the vanilla. There is also a thin growth of cotton- 
wood. In the centre was a large Indian lodge, 
which seemed to have been built during the prece- 
ding summer. It was in the form of a cone, sixty feet 
in diameter at the base, composed of twenty poles, 
each forty-five feet long, and two and a half in cir- 
cumference, and the whole structure covered with 
bushes. The interior was curiously ornamented. 
On the tops of the poles were feathers of eagles, and 
circular pieces of wood, with sticks across them in 
the form of a girdle. From the -centre was suspend- 
ed a stuffed buffalo skin ; fronting the door was^ 
hung a cedar bush ; on one side of the lodge, a buf- 
falo's head ; and on the other, several pieces of wood 
were stuck in the ground. From its whole appear- 
ance, it was more like a building for holding coun- 
cils than an ordinary lodge. Sergeant Pryor not 
having yet arrived, they went on about fifteen and a 
half miles farther, to a small creek on the right, to 
which they gave the name of Horse Creek, and just 
below it overtook him with the horses. He had 
Bb3 
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found it almost impossible, with two men, to drite 
them on; for, as soon as they discovered a herd of 
buffalo, the loose horses, having been trained to 
bunting this animal by the Indians, immediately set 
off in pursuit, and surrounded the herd with almost 
as much skill as their riders could have done. At 
last he was obliged to send one horseman forward, 
to drive all the buffalo from their route. The horses 
were here driven across, and Sergeant Pryor started 
again, with an additional man to his party.'* As 
they proceeded, the river deepened and became more 
navigable; they passed a creek coming^ from the 
southeast, which they called Pryor's Creek, and 
landed in the evening after having made sixty-nine 
and a half miles. 

** July 25. At sunrise they resumed theiir voyage, 
and passed a number of small Islands and streams, 
and occasionally high bluffs, composed of a yellow 
gritty stone. After proceeding a short distance 
they were overtaken by a storm of rain, with a high 
southwest wind, which obliged them to land, and 
form a sort, of log hut covered with deerskins. As 
soon as it ceased they went on ; and at about four 
o'clock, after having made forty-nine miles. Captain 
Clarke landed to examine a very remarkable rock, 
situated in an extensive bottom on the right, about 
two hundred and -fifty paces from the shore. It is 
nearly two hundred paces in circumference, two 
hundred feet high, and accessible only from the 
northeast, the other sides consisting of perpendicu- 
lar cliffs of a light-coloured gritty stone. The soil 
on the summit is five or six feet deep, of a good 
quality, and covered with short grass. The Indians 
have carved the figures of animals and other objects 
on the sides of the rock, and on the top are raised 
two piles of stones. From this height the eye ran* 
ged over a wide extent of variegat^ country. Cto 
the southwest were the Rocky Mountains covered 
with snow; there was -a low mountain about forty 
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nules distant, in a direction north 55"^ west; and at 
the distance of thirty-five miles, the southern ex- 
tremity of what are called the Little Wolf Mountains. 
The low grounds of the river extended nearly six 
miles to the southward, when they rose into plains 
reaching to the mountains, and were watered by a 
large creek ; while at some distance below, a range 
of highland, covered with pine, stretched on both 
sides of the river in a direction north and south. 
The north side of the river, for some distance, is 
here surrounded by jutting ro;nantic cliffs, succeed- 
ed by rugged hills, beyond which the plains are 
again open and extensive^ and the whole country 
vas enlivened by herds of huifalo, elk, and wolves. 
After enjoving the prospect from this rock, to which 
Captain Clarke gave the name of Pompey's Pillar, 
he descended and continued his route. At the dis- 
tance of six or seven miLjes be stopped to secure two 
bighorns ^rhich had .been shot from the boat; and 
wnile on shore, saw, in the face of the cUff on the 
left, about twehty feet above the water, a fragment 
of the rib of a fish, three feet long and nearly three 
inches round, incrusted in the rook itself, and which, 
though neither decayed nor petrified, was very rot- 
ten. After making fifty-eight miles they reached 
the entrance of a stream on the right, about twenty- 
two yards wide, where they encamped. 

" July 26. They started early the next morning. 
The river was now much divided by stony islands 
and bars, but the current, though swift, was regular, 
and there were niiany very4iandsome islands cover- 
ed with Cottonwood. On the left shore the bottoms 
were very extensive ; the right bank was formed of 
high cliffs of a whitish gritty stone ; and bevond, the 
country on both jsides was diversified with waving 
plains covered with pine." • • • " At lengthj after 
coming sixty-two miles, they landed at the entrance 
of the Bighorn River ; but finding the point between 
the two composed of soft mud wad sand, and haUe 
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to be overflowed, they ascended the Bighorn for 
half a mile, then crossed, and formed a camp on its 
lower side." • * • " At their junction the two riv- 
ers sn-e nearly equal in breadth, extending from two 
hundred to two hundred and twenty yards ; but the 
Yellowstone contains much more water, being tea 
or twelve feet deep, while the depth of the Bighorn 
varies from five to seven feet. This is the river 
which had been described by the Indians as rising in 
the Rocky Mountains near the Yellowstone and the 
sources of the Platte, and then finding its way 
through the C6te Noir and the ei^tem range of the 
Rocky Mountains. In its long course it receives 
two large rivers, one from the north and the other 
from the south, and being unobstructed by falls, is 
navigable in canoes for a great distance, through a 
fine, rich, open country, supplied with a jgrreat quan- 
tity of timber, and inhabited by beaver and numer- 
ous species of other animals, am6ng which are those 
from which it derives its name of Bighorn. ^ There 
are no permanent settlements near it ; but the whole 
country watered by it is occasionally visited by 
roving bands of hunters of the Crow Tribe, by the 
Paunch Indians, also a band of Crows, and by the 
Castahanas, a small band of the Snake Indians. 

" July 27. They again set out very early, and ou 
leaving the Bighorn, took a last look at the Rocky 
Mountains, which had been constantly in view from 
the 1st of May. The river now widened to the ex- 
tent of from four to six hundred yards, was much 
divided by islands and sand-bars, and its banks were 
generally low and falling in, and resembled those of 
the Missouri in many particulars; but its islands 
weremore numerous, its waters less muddy, and its 
current more rapid." • • • "Throughout the coun- 
try there were vast numbers of buffalo, which kept 
up a continued bellowing. Large herds of elk, also, 
were !ying on every point, and were so gentle that 
they might be approached within twenty paces with- 
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oi^ being alarmed. Several beaver, likewise, were 
8een in the course of the day. Deer, however, were 
by no means abundant, and antelopes as well as the 
bighorns were scarce." They made this day eighty 
and a half miles, and encamped on a large island in 
the evening. 

" July 38. At daylight the next morning they pro- 
ceeded down the smooth, gentle current, passing by 
^ number of islands, and several creeks which were 
now dry. These are, indeed, more like the beds of 
the dry brooks of the Missouri, melrely serving to 
carry off the vast quantities of water which fall on 
the plains, and bringinjg^ down also a great deal of 
mud, which contributes to the discoloi^tion of the 
Yellowstone* The largest of these are, at the dis- 
tance of six miles, a creek eighty yards in width, 
coming from the northwest, and called by the In- 
dians Little Wolf River ; twenty-nine miles lower, 
another on the left, seventy yards in width, which 
they named Table Creek, from several mounds in 
the plains to the northwest, the tops of which re- 
semble a table; and four miles farther, a stream of 
more importance, entering behind an island from 
the south. This last is about one hundred yards in 
width, with a bold current of muddy water, and is 
probably the river called by the Indians the Little 
Bighorn. There id also anojiher stream on the right, 
twenty-five yar<^s wide, the Indian name of which 
is Mashaskap. Nearly opposite to this creek they 
encamped,. jafter making seventy-three miles.'' 

The channel wals now from five hundred yards to 
half a mile in width. They continued to pass the 
beds of rivers that were then dry ; and in the evening 
pf the 29th, after making forty-one miles, they en- 
camped opposite to the entranceof a stream coming 
from the right, called by the Indians Lazeka, or 
Tongue River. 

"July 30. They set out at an early hour, and after 
passing, at the distance of twelve miles, the bed of a 
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river one hundred yards wide, but then nearly dry, 
reached, two miles below it, a succession of bad 
shoals, extending for six miles, the rock near their 
termination stretching nearly across the river, with 
a descent of about three feet. At this place theV 
were obliged to let their canoes down by hand^ 
for fear of their striking on some concealed rock; 
though, with a perfect knowledge of the shoals, a 
lar^e canoe might be navigated down with safety. 
This is the most difficult part of the Yellowstone 
River, and they called it the Buffalo Shoal, from thb 
circumstance of one of those animals being found 
there. The neighbouring chfFs on the right are about 
one hundred feet high, while on the leA the country 
is low, but gra4ually nses, and at some distance 
from the shore presents the first appearance of 
burned hills to be seen on the Yellowstone." Twen- 
ty miles, beyond they came to a rapid with a channel 
tnat was easily navigable on the left, and which they 
called Bear Rapid. They landed for the night about 
a mile and a half below the mouth of a stream com- 
ing in from the right, one hundred yards in width, to 
which they gave the* nanje of the Redstone River, 
having made during the day forty-erght miles. 

"July 31. During the whole night," continues the 
Journal, *' the buffalo were hovering about the camp, 
and excited much alarm lest they should tread on 
the boats and split them to pieces. They set out, as 
usual, and at the distance of two miles passed a 
rapid that was hot very formidable, which they call- 
ed Wolf Rapid. At this place commences a range 
of highlands. They have no timber, and are com- 
posed of earth of different colours, without much 
rock, but supplied throughout with great quantities 
of coal or carbonated wood. After passing these 
hills the country again opens into extensive plains, 
like those passed the previous day, the river being 
diversified witlj islands, and havinff a great number 
of wide, but then nearly dry, brooks on either side. 
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Thus eighteen' miles below their camp there was a 
shallow, muddy stream, on the left, one hundred 
yards wide, and supposed to be that known among 
the Indians by the name of Saasha, or Little Wolf 
River ; five miles below, on the right, another, /orty 
yards wide and four feet in depth, which, from the 
steej) coal-banks on each side, they called Oakta- 
roup, or Coal River; and eighteen miles farther, a 
third, sixty yards in width, to whicl^ they gave the 
name of Gibson's River. Having made sixty-six > 
miles, they stopped for the night ; and just as they 
landed, perceived a white bear, which w^s larger 
than any of the party had before seen, devouring a 
dead buffalo on a sand-bar. Though tney fired two 
balls into him, still he swam to the mainland and 
walked along the shore. Captain Clarke pursued 
him, and lodged two more balls in his body ; he bled 
profusely, but still made his escape, as the night pre* 
vented tnem from following him.'* 

The next day, Aueust 1st, they had a strong head 
wind, which retarded their progress, and their situa* 
tion was rendered very uncomfortable by continual 
rain. " The current of the river,*' proceeds the Jour- 
nal, ** was less rapid, had more soft mud, and was 
more obstructed by sand-bars, and. the rain had 
greatly increased the quantity of water in the brooks. 
Buffalo now appeared in vast numbers. A herd 
happened to be crossing the river ; and such was the 
multitude of these animals, that for a mile in lensth, 
down the river, the herd stretched as thick as they 
could swim, completely from one side to the other, 
and the party were obliged to stop for an hour. 
They consoled themselves for the delay by killing 
four of them, and then proceeded, till at the distance 
of forty-five miles they reached an island, below 
which two other herds of buffalo^ as numerous as 
the first, soon afterward crossed the river.* 

* The Indians and hantera frequently destroy these animals 
in the most wanton manner. ** I nave^seen dozens of bufialob" 
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" August 2t The river was now about a mile wide, 
less rapid, and more* divided by islands, and bars of 
sand and mud, than heretofore ; the low grounds, too, 
were more extensive^ aiid contained a greater quan- 
tity of Cottonwood, ash, and willows. On the north- 
west was a low, level plain, and on the southeast 
some rugged hills, on which we saw, without being 
able to approach them, some bighorns. Buffalo and 
elk, as well as their pursuers, the wolves, were in 
great numbers. On each side of the river there were 
several dry beds of streams, but the only one of any 
considerable size was one to which they gave the 
name of Ibex River, on the right, about thirty yanis 
wide, and sixteen miles from their encampment of 
the preceding night. The bear, which had given 
them so much trouble at the head of the Missouri, 
they found equally fierce here. One of these ani- 
tnals, which was on a sand-bar as the boat passed, 
raised himself on his hind feet, and after looking at 
the party for a moment, plunged in and swam to- 
wards them ; but, after receiving three balls in the 
body, he turned and made for the shore. Towards 
evening they saw another enter the water to swim 
across; when Captafn Clarke directed the boat to- 
wards the shore, and just as the^animal landed shot 
it in the head. It proved to be the largest femde 
they had ever seen, and was so old that its tusks 
were worn quite smooth. The boats escaped with 
difficulty. between two herds of buffalo that were 
crossing the .river, and came near being again de- 
tained by them. Among the elk of this neighbour- 
hood they saw an unusual number of males, while 
higher up the herds consisted chiefly of females. 

Bays Townsend, ** slaughttfrdd merely for the tongtiee or for 
practice with the rifle, luod I have also lived to see the very pe^ 
petrators of these deeds leaa and lank with famine, when the 
meanest and most worthless parts of the poor animals they had 
so inhumanly slaughtered woald have been received and eatea 
with humble th^wkftilness." 
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After malting eighty-four miles, 'the3r encamped 
among some ash and elm trees on the right. They 
might be said rather to have passed the night than 
slept there^ however, for the moschetoes were so 
troublesome that scarcely uny of the party closed 
their eyes. 

" August 3. They set out early in the morning to 
escape the persecution of the moschetoes. At the 
distance of two niiles they p^sed Field^s Creek, a 
stream thirty-five yards wide, which enters on the 
right, immediately above a high bluff which is rapid- 
ly sinking into the river. Here Captain Clarke Went 
ashore in pursuit of some bighorns, but the mosche- 
toes were so numerous that he was unable to aim 
with certainty. He therefore returned to the ca- 
noes ; and, observing a ram of the same species soon 
after, he sent on shore one of the hunters, who shot 
it, and it was preserved as a specimen. Eight miles 
below Field's Creek they reached the jundtion of 
the Yellowstone and th6 Missouri, and landed at the 
point where they had encamped on the 26th of 
April the previous year. The canoes wdre now un- 
loaded, and the baggage exposed to dry, as many of 
the articles were wet, and some of them quite spoiled. 

" The Aochejaune, or Yellowstone River, according 
to the Indian accounts, has its remote sources in the 
Rocky Mountains, near the peaks of the Rio del 
Norte, on the confines of New Mexico, to which 
country there is a good road for the whole distance 
along the banks of the Yellowstone. Its western 
waters are probably connected with those of Lew- 
is's River, while the eastern tir^ches approach the 
heads of Clarke's River, of the Slghom, and the 
Platte ; so that it waters the middle portion of the 
Rocky Mountains for several hundred miles, from 
northwest to southeast. Along jts whole course, 
from the point where Captain Clarke reached it to 
the Missouri, a distance which he computed at eight 
hundred and thirty-seven miles, it is large, and nav 
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igable for pirogues and even batteaux, there behif 
none of the moving sand-bars which obstruct the 
navigation of the Missouri; while there is but one 
ledge of rocks, and this is not difficult to pass. Even 
its tributary streams, the Bighorn, Clarke's Fork, and 
Tongue River, may be ascended in boats for a con* 
siderable distance. The banks of the Yellowstone 
are low, but bold, and nowhere subject to be over- 
flowed, except for a short distance from the mount* 
ains. The predominating colour of its waters is a 
vellowish brown; while those of the Missouri, which 
nave more mud, are of a deep drab colour. The 
bed of the former is chiefly composed of loose peb» 
ble, which diminish in size, however, in descending 
the river, till, after passing the Lazeka, they cease 
as the river widens, and mud and sand below this 
form the greater part of the bottom. The curreni 
flows with a velocitycpnstant)y and equably decreas* 
ing in i^eceding from the mountains. From the 
mountains to C|arke*s Fork it may be estimated at 
four and a half miles an hour ; thence as low as the 
Bighorn, at three and a half; between that apd the 
Lazeka, ^t three ; from that river to the Wolf Rapid, 
at two and three quarter miles; and from thence to 
the mouth of the river, at two miles per hour. 

**The appearance and character of the coontiy 
present nearly similar varieties of fertile, rich, open 
lands. Above Clarke's Fork it consists of high 
waving plains, bordered by ston^ hills, partially cot« 
ered with pine : the middle portion, as low as Bufla* 
lo Sho^l, contains less timber, and the number of 
trees diminishes in proceeding lower down, UU, 
where the river widens, the country spreads itself 
into extensive plains. Like all the branches of the 
Missouri which penetrate the Rocky Mountains, the 
Yellowstone and its tributary streams within the dis- 
trict of country beyond Clarke's Fork abound in 
beaver and otter: a circumstance which strongly 
Tecommends the mouth of the latter river as a jtt* 
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dkioud position for a trading establishment. To 
fiTUch an. establishment at that point, the Shosho- 
nees both from within and westward of the Rocky 
Mountains would willingly resort, as they would be 
farther from the Blackfoot Indians and the Minne- 
tarees of Fort de Prairie than in trading with any 
factories on the Missouri. The same motive of 
personal safety would probably induce many of the 
tribes on the Columbia and Lewis Rivers to prefer 
this place to the mouth of Maria's River, at least for 
some years ; and as the Crow and Paunch Indians, 
the Castahanas, and the Indians residing south of 
Clarke's Fork» would also be induced to visit it, this 
position might be considered as one of the best 
points for the western fur-trade. The adjacent coun« 
try, too, possesses a sufficiency of timber, an ad van* 
tage which is not found anywhere between Clarke's 
Fork and the Rocky Mountains.* 

" August 6, Their camp became absolutely unin- 
habitable from the multitudes of moschetoes ; nor 
could the men either work in preparing skins for 
clothing, or hunt in the low timbered grounds ; in 

* The American Fur Company have for mw years had a 
fort nt the moqth of the Yellowstone River, and one also at 
the innetion of the Teton and the Missouri, in the heart of the 
bumlo country. In the year 1832, a steamboat in the servica 
of the Companj ascended the Missouri from St. Louis to tha 
post at the mouth of the Yellowstone, which was higher than 
any steamboat had proceeded before. On board this boat, Mr. 
Catlin, well known as the founder and proprietor of the Indian 
Gallery, made his first incursion into the Indian country ; and 
at this point, surrounded by diffsrent Indian tribes, and in daily 
intercourse with their chiefs, he commenced his indefatiffabla 
labours. In these labours he enthusiastically persevered for 
several successive years, through the wide reffionk between the 
Great Northern I^akes and the Red River, the Rocky Mount- 
ains and the Misaissippt It is needless to say, that by his de- 
lineation of Indian life and manners, his portraits of the nativa 
chiefs, and the rich collections of his museum, he has done 
more than any other individual towards presenting the living 
imago of a race which is seeouhgly fast passing away. 
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short, there was no method of escape but by going 
on the sand-bars in the river, where, when the wind 
blew, the* insects did not venture." • * • " Captain 
Clarke therefore determined to remove to some spot 
that would be free from moschetoes, and afford more 
game. After writing a note to Captain Lewis, there- 
fore, to inform him of his intention, he stuck it on a 
pole at the confluence of the two rivers, loaded the 
canoes at five in the afternoon, and proceeded down 
the river to the second point, where he encamped on 
a sand-bar; but here their tormentors appeared to be 
even more numerous than above. The face of the 
Indian child was swollen with. the bites of these in* 
sects, nor could the men procure scaircely any sleep 
during the night. 

''August J. Pinding their situation intolerable 
where they were, they proceeded farther down. On 
the way. Captain Clarke went on shore, and ascend- 
ed a hill in pursuit of a bighorn ; but the itioschetoes 
were in such inultitudes that he could not keep 
them from the barrel of his rifle long enough to take 
aim. At about ten o^clock, however, a light breeze 
sprung up from the northwest, and in some measure 
dispersed them. Captain Clarke then landed on a 
sand-bar, where he intended to wait for Captain 
Lewis ; but, not finding any bufialo in the neighbour- 
hood, he proceeded on again in the afternoon, and 
after killing a large white bear, encamped under a 
high bluff, exposed to a light breeze from the south- 
west, which drove away the moschetoes." 

The next day they continued to descend, and en- 
camped oit a sand-bar below, the mouth of White- 
earth River; and on the 7th, after proceeding till six 
in the evening, they again landed on a sand-bar for 
the night. 

" August 8. In the morning they were here joined 
by Sergeant Pryor, Accompanied by Shannon, Hall, 
and Windsor, but without the horses. They stated 
that, the second day after leaving the party, they 

Digitized by ^^OO^ It' 



SKIN CANOES. iBOS 

hahed to let the horses graze near the bed of a large 
creek which oontamed no running water, but that, 
soon after, a shower of rain fell, and the creek swell- 
ed so suddenly that several horses which had stray- 
ed across it while dry could return only by swim- 
ming. They formed their camp at this place, but 
were astonished the next morning at not being able 
to find a single one of their horses. They immedi- 
ately examined the neighbourhood, and soon discov- 
ering the track of the Indians who had stolen the 
horses, they pursued them for five miles, when they 
came to the place where the fugitives divided into 
two parties. They now followed the largest party 
five miles farther, when, losing till hopes of over- 
taking them, they returned to the camp, and packing 
the baggage on their backs, pursued a northeast 
course towards the Yellowstone. The following 
night a wolf bit Sergeant Pryor through the hand as 
he lay asleep, and made an attempt to seize Wind- 
sor, when Shannon got sight of him, and shot him. 
They passed over an open, broken country, and hav- 
ing reached the Yellowstone near Pompey's Pillar, 
they determined to descend it, and for this purpose 
made two. skin canoes, such as they had seen among 
the Mandans and the Ricaras. They are construct- 
ed in the follbwing manner : two sticks of about an 
inch and a quarter in diameter are tied together so 
as to form a round hoop, which serves for the gun- 
wale, while a second hoop for the bottom is made 
in the same way, both being secured by sticks of 
the same size extended from the hoops,' and fast- 
ened to them and to each other by thongs. Over 
this frame the skiii is drawn closely and ti)sd with 
thongs, so as to form a perfect basin of about sev- 
en feet in dia^meter and sixteen inches in depth, 
strengthened by sixteen ribs or dross- sticks, and ca- 

Sable of carrying six or eight men with their bur- 
ens. Being unacquainted with The river, they 
thought it most prudent to divide their guns and am- 
Cc8 
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mnnition, so that in case of accident all might not 
be lost, and for this purpose built two of these ca- 
noes. In these frail vessels they embarked, and 
were not a little surprised at the perfect safely with 
which they passed over the most di0icult shoals and 
rapids, without taking in any water, even in the 
highest winds. 

** On reaching the confluence of the Yellowstone 
and Missouri, Sergeant Pryor took drtwn the note 
from the pole, supposing that Captain Lewis had al- 
ready passed; and now learning where the party 
were, he pressed on with his skin canoes to join 
them. 

"The day was speqt in hunting, in order to pro- 
cure skins to trade with the . Mainlans ; for, having 
now neither horses nor merchandise, their only re- 
source to obtain corn and beans was to lay in a 
stock of i^kins,. which those Indians greatly ad- 
mire." ' . / 

The next d^y they continued their route down the 
river till late- in the evening, and encamped on the 
southeast siiie, where they remained until the 11th. 
♦* In the Ipw grounds of the river,'* continues the 
Journal, " Captain Clarke found a species of cherry 
which he had never seen before, and which seems 
peculiar to this small district of country, though 
€ven here it is not very abundant. The men also 
dug up quantities of- a large and very insipid root, 
ealled by the Indians hankee^ and by the engagSs the 
white apple. It is used by them in a dry, pounded 
state, to mix with their soup ; but our mc^n poiled it 
and ate it with meat., In descending; the river the 
day before* the squaw brought in a large, weU-fla- 
voured gooseberry, of a rich crimson colour ; and 
also a deep purple berry> being a epecies of currant 
eo'mmon along this river as low as the Mandans, and 
ealled by the emages the Indian currant. 

"August ll.n'hey set out early iii the. morning^ 
and at about ten o'clock landed on a sand-bar for the 
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purpose of taking breakfast and drying their meat. 
At noon they started again, and after proceeding 
about two miles, observed a canoe near the shore. 
They immediately landed, and wiere no less surpri- 
sed than gratified at discovering two men by the 
names of Dickson and Hancock, who had come from 
the Illinois on a hunting exgursion up the Yellow- 
stone. They had i^ft the Illinois in the summer of 
1804, and spent the last winter with the Tetons, in 
company with a Mr. Ceautoin, who came there as a 
trader, and whom they had robbed, or, in other 
words, taken all his merchandise and given him a 
few robes in exchange. These men had met the 
boat we had despatched from Fort M andan, on board 
of which they were told ther^ was a Ricara chief on 
his way to Washington, and also a party of Yank- 
ton chiefs, accompanying Mr. Durion on a visit of 
the same kind. We were sorry to leajn that the 
Mandans and Minnetarees were at war with the 
Ricaras,.and had killed two of them. The Assini- 
boins, too, were at , war with the Mandans. They 
had, in consequence, prohibited the Nqrthwesi Com- 
pany from trading to theMissouri, and even killed 
two Of their traders near Mouse River, and were now 
Ipng in wait for Mr. M*Kenzie of that Company, 
who had beeil for a long time among the Minneta- 
rees. These appearances were rather unfavourable 
to the project of carrying some of the chiefs to the 
United States ; but we still hoped that by effecting a 
peace between the l\^andans, Minnetarees, and Ric- 
aras, the views of our government might still be 
accomplished,. 

" After leaving, these trappers. Captain Clarke 
went on and encamped nearly opposite to the en- 
trance of Goatpen Creek, where the party were again 
assailed by their old enemies the moschetoes." 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Captain Clarke and his Party are overtaken hj the Detachment 
under Captain Lewis, ana they all descend the Missoari to* 

S>ther.~They revisit the Minnetaree Indians, and hold a 
ouncil with that Nation, as^ well as the Mababas. — Captain 
Clarke endeavours to persuade their Chiefs to accompany him 
to the United States, which they decline on Account of their 
Fears of the Sionx in their Passage down the Rtvei. — Colter, 
one of the Party, requests and obtains Liberty to remain 
amonff the Indians, tor the . Purpose of hunting Beaver.— 
Friendly Deportment of the Siandans.— Council held by Cap- 
tain Clarke with the Chieft of the different Villages.— The 
Chief named Big White, with his Wife and Son, agrees to ac- 
company the Party to the' United^States.— He takes an afiect- 
ing Farewell of bis Nation.— Chaboneau, with his Wife, de- 
clines going to the United States', and they are left among the 
Indians.— The Party at length proceed on their Rouie.— Th€j 
arrive among the Ricaras.— Character of the Chayennes, thor 
Dress, Habits, &c.— Captain C)arke offers a Medal to the 
Chief of this Nation, which he at first refuses, believing it to 
be Medicine, but which he is afterward prevailed on to ac- 
cept—The Ricara's decline permitting one of their Number to 
accompany Captain Clarke to the United States, preferring to 
wait the Return of their Chief who had already gone.— The 
Party proceed rapidly down the River.— Prepare to defend 
themselves against the Tetohs.— Incredible Number of Bofib- 
lo seen near White River. — They meet with the Tetons, and 
decline their Invitations to Land.— Intrepidity of Captam 
Clarke. • 

"August 13. The party continued slowly to de- 
scend the river. One of the skin canpes had by ac- 
cident a small hole made in it, and they halted for 
the purpose of covering it with a piece 6f elkskin, 
and also to wait for two of the party who were be- 
hind. While there, about noon they were oveijoy- 
ed at seeinc the boats of the other party heave m 
sight; but this feeling was changed into alarm on 
perceiving them reach the shore without Captain 
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Lewis, who had been woutided, they were informed, 
the day before, and was then lying in the i)irogue. 

" After giving to his wound adl the attention in our 
power,'' proceeds the narrative, " we remained here 
for some time, during which we were overtaken by 
our two men, accompanied by Dickson and Han- 
cock, who wished to go with us as far as the Man* 
dans. The party being now happily reunited, we 
left the two skin canoes, and at about three o'clock 
all embarked on board the boats. The wind was, 
however, very high from the southwest, accompa- 
nied with rain, so that we did not proceed far before 
we halted for the night on a sand-bar. Captain 
Lewis's wound was now sore and somewhat pain- 
ful. The next day, 

'* August 13, we set but by sunrise, and with a 
strong breeze froqi the northwest proceeded on 
rapidly. At eight o'clock we passed the mouth of 
the Little Missouri. Some Indians were seen at a 
distance below in a skin canoe, and wejre probably 
some of the Minnetarees on their return from a 
hunting excursion, as we passed one of their camps 
on the southwest side, where they had left a canoe. 
Two other Indians were seen far off on one of the 
hills, and we therefore expected soon to meet with 
our old acquaintances the Mand^ns. At sunset we 
arrived at the entrance of Miry River, and encamp- 
ed on the northeast side, having come by the aid of 
the wind and our oars a distance of eighty-six miles. 
The air was cool, and the moscheto^s now ceased to 
trouble us as they had done. 

'* August 14. we again set out at sunrise, and at 
length approached the grand village of the Minne- 
tarees, where the natives had collected to view us 
as we passed. We fired the blunderbuss several 
times by way of salute, and, soon after landed near 
the village of the Mahahas or Shoe Indians, and 
were received, by a crowd of people, who came to 
welcome us on our return. Among these were the 
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principal chief of the Mahdias, ai^ the chief of tiie 
Little Minnetaree village, both of whom expressed 
great pleasure at seeing us again; but the Jatter 
wept most bitterly. On inquiring the cause, it ap- 
peared that his tears were excited by the sight of us 
reminding him of his son, who had been lately ki^ed 
by the Blackfoot Indians. After reodaining there a 
few minutes, we. crossed to the Mandan village of 
the Black Cat, where all the inhabitants seemed very 
much gratified at seeing us. We immediately sent 
Chaboneau with an invitation for the Minnetarees 
to visit us, and despatched Drewyer to the village 
of the Mandans, to bring. Jesseaume as an interpret- 
er. Captain Clarke, in the mean time, walked up 
to the village of Black Cat, and smoked and ate 
with that chief. This village had been rebuilt since 
our departure, and was now much smaller; a quarrel 
having arisen among its inhabiti^its, in consequence 
of which a number of families had removed to the 
opposite side of the river. 

"On the arrival of Jesseaume, Captain Clarke 
addressed the chiefs. He spoke to tnem now, he 
said, in the same language he had done before ; and 
repeated his invitation to them to accompany him 
to the United States, to hear in person Ae couns^ 
of their great father, who could at all times punish 
his enemies. In reply, Black Cat declared that he 
wished to visit the United States, and to see his 
ffreat father, but was afraid of the ^ioux, who had 
killed several of the Mandans since onr departure, 
and who were now on the river below, and would 
intercept him if he attempted to pass. Captain Clarke 
endeavoured to quiet his apprehensions by assunng 
him that he would not suffer the Sioux to injure 
any one of our red children who should accompany 
\fs, and that they should return loaded v^rith pres« 
ents, and protected at the expense of the United 
Smes. The council was then broken upr; after 
which we crossed and formed our camp oa the oili* 
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%r side of the river, where we should he shc^ltered 
from the rain. Sopii after, the chief of the Mahahas 
informed us, that if we would send to his village we 
should have some com. Three men were there-* 
fore despatched, and returned soon, after loaded 
with as much as they could carry* They were 
soon followed by the chief and his wife, to whom 
we presented a few needles and other articles suita<» 
ble for a woman. 

" In a short time Borgne, the great chief of all 
the Minnetarees, came down, attended by several 
other chiefs, to whom, after smoking a pipe^ Captain 
Clarke made a speech,' renewing his assurances of 
friendship) and the invitation to accompany us to 
Washington. In reply, Borgne began by declaring 
that he much desired to visit his great father, but 
that the Sioux would certainly kill any of the Man* 
dans who should aittempt to go down the river i 
they were bad people, and would not listen to any 
advice. When he saw us last, we had told him that 
we would make peace with all the nations below4 
yet the Sioux had since killed eight of his tribe, and 
stolen a number of Jtheir horses. The Ricaras, too, 
had stolen their horsed, and in the contest his peo- 
ple had killed two of them.' Yet, in spite of these 
things^ he had always his ears bpen to our coun^* 
sels, and had actually made a peace with the Chay* 
ennes and the Indians of the Rocky Mountains^ 
He concluded by saying that, however nauch dispo- 
sed they might be to visit the United States, the fear 
of the Sioux would prevent theOl from gping with 
us. The council was then concluded, and soon ^f* 
terward an invitation to visit him was received from 
Black Cat, who, on Captam Clarke's arrival at Jiis 
vUlage, presented him with a dozen bushels of comi 
which he said was a large proportion of what his peo- 
ple possessed ; and, after smoking a pipe, declared 
that his tribe were too apprehensive of tne Sioux for 
Any of them to venture with us. Captain Clarke 
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then spoke to the chiefs and warriors of the village: 
he told them, of his. anxiety that some of them 
should see their great father, and hear hi^ good 
words, and receive his gifts, and requested them to 
£x on some confidential chief who might accompa* 
ny us. To this they made the same objections as 
before, till at length a young man offered to go, and 
the warriors all assented to it. But the character 
of this man was known to be bad, and one of the 
party with Captain Clarke informed him that at that 
moment he had in his possession a knife which he 
had stolen. Captain Clarke thereupon told the 
chief of the theft, and demanded the knife to be 
given up. This was done; with but a poor apology 
for havmg it in hi6 possession ; and Captain Clarke 
then reproached the chiefs for wishing to send such 
a fellow to see and hear so distinguished a person 
as their great fatl^er.. They all hung down their 
heads for some time, till Black Cat at length apolo- 
gized by saying that the danger was sitch that they 
were afraid to send any one of their chiefs, as they 
should consider his loss almost inevitable. Captain 
Clarke. remained some time, with them, smoKii|g. 
and relating vai^ious particulars of his journey f and 
then left them ^ to visit the spcottd chief of the Man- 
dans, or Black Crow, who had expressed some dis- 
position to accompany us. He seemed well inclined 
to the journey, but was unwilling to decide till he 
had called a council of his people,, which he intend- 
ed to do in the afternoon. On returning to the 
camp. Captain Clarke found the chief of the Maha* 
has, and also the chief of, the Little Minnetaree viK 
lage, who had brought a present of com on theii 
mules, of which they have several, and which they 
procure from the Crow Indians, who either buy or 
6teal them on the frontiers of the' Spanish settle- 
ments. A ffreat number of the Indians visited us, 
either for the purpose of renewing their acquaint- 
ance, or of exchanging robes and other articles for 
the skins brought by the party. ^ 
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*' In the evening Colter applied to us for penni8-> 
sion to join the two trappers who h^d accompanied 
us, and who now proposed an expedition up the riv-» 
er, in which they were to find traps and to give him 
a share of the profits. The offer was ,a very advan- 
tageous one ; and as he had alw^iys performed his 
duty, and his services could be dispensed with, we 
consented to his going upon condition that none of 
the rest were to ^ or expect a similar indulgence. 
To this they all cheerfully assented, saying that 
they wished Colter every success, and would not 
apply for liberty to separate before we reached St. 
lA>uis. We therefore supplied him, as did his com- 
rades also, with powder and lead, and a variety of 
articles which might be useful to him, and he left us 
the next day. The example of this man shows how 
easily men may be weaned from the habits of civil- 
ized life to the ruder, though scarcely less fascinating, 
manners of the woods. This hunter had now been 
absent for many years from the frontiers, and might 
naturally be presumed to have some anxiety, or at 
least curiosity, to return to his friends and his coun- 
try ; yet, just at the moment when he was approach- 
ing the frontiers, he was tempted by a huntinff 
scheme to give up all those delightful prospects, and 
to go back without the least reluctance to the soli- 
tude of the wilds.; 

'* In the evening, Chaboneau, who h^d been min- 
gling with the Indians, and learned what had iaken 
place during our absence, informed us that, as soon 
as we had left the Minnetarees, they sent out a war 
party against the Shoshonees, whom they had at- 
tacked and routed, thpugh in the engagement they 
lost two men, one of w^iom was the son of the chief 
of the Little Minnetaree village. Another war par- 
ty also went against the Ricaras, two of whom they 
liad killed. A misunderstanding had likewiae taken 
place between the Mandans and Minnetarees, in con- 
sequence of a dispute about a womam, which had 
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Dearly occasioned a war; but at length a pipe was 
presented by the Minnetarees, and a reconciliation 
took place. 

'* August 16k The Mandans had offei^d to give us 
some corn, and on sending this morning we found a 
greater quantity collected for our use than all our 
canoes would contain* We therefore thanked the 
chief, and took only six Iqads. At ten o'clock the 
chiefs of the different Villages came down to smoke 
with us, and we embraced this opportunity to en« 
deavour to engage Borgne in our interest by the pres* 
ent of our swivel, which was no longer of any usC) 
as it could not be ^discharged from our largest [m* 
rogucv It was now loaded, and, the chiefs having 
been formed in a cirde round it, Captain Clarke ad<» 
dressed them with great .ceremony. He said that 
he had listened with much attention to what had 
yesterday been declared by Boi^e, whom he be* 
neved to be sincere, and then reproached them with 
their disregard of our counsels, and their wars with 
the Shoshonees and Ricaras. Little Cherry, the old 
Minnetaree chief, answered that they had long staved 
at home and listened to onx advice, but that at last 
they went to war against the Sioux because they 
had stolen their horses arid killed their companions; 
and that, in an expedition against that people, they 
had met the Ricaras, who were on their way to strike 
them, when a battle ensued. But in future, he sard, 
they would attend to our words and live in peace. 
Borgne, too, added, that his ears would always be 
open to the words of his good father, and shut against 
bad counsel. Captain Clarke then presented to him 
the swivel, whien he told him had announced die 
words of his great father to all the nations we had 
seen ; and which, whenever it was fired, should re- 
call those which we had now delivered. The ffun 
was then disehai^d, and Borgne had it conveyed in 
great pomp tO his village, when the coundl was ad- 
journed. 
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** In the afternoon Captain Clarke walked up to 
the village of Little Crow, taking a flag which he in- 
tended to present to him, but was surprised on being 
told by him that he had given up all intention of ac« 
companying us, refusing at the same time the ilaff. 
He found that this change was occasioned by a jei^ 
ousy between him and the principal chief. Big White : 
by the interference of Jesseaume, however, the two 
chiefs were reconciled, and it was agreed that Big 
White himself should accompany us, with his wife 
and son. 

*< August 17. Tl^e principal chiefs of the Minne- 
tarees now came down to. bid us farewell, as none 
of them could be prevailed on to go with us. This 
circumstance induced our interpreter, Chaboneau, to 
remain here with his wife and child, as he could no 
longer be of use to us, and, although we offered to 
take him with us to the United States, he declined, 
saying that there he had no acauaintance, and no 
ehance of making a livelihood^ and preferred remain^ 
ing among the Indians. This man had been very 
serviceable to us, and his wife was particularly use- 
ful among the Shoshonees : indeed, she had borne 
with a patience truly admirable the fatigues of so 
long » route, encumbered with the charge of an in« 
font, who was then only nineteen months old. We 
therefore paid him his wage&i, amounting to five hun- 
dred dollars and thirty- three cents, including the price 
of a horse and a lodge purchased of him, and soon 
afterward dropped down to the village of Big White, 
attended on snore by all the Indian chiefs, who had 
come to take leave <^ him. We found him surround- 
ed by his friends, who sat in a circle smoking, while 
the women were crying. He immediately sent his 
wife and son; with their bagga^re, on board, accom- 
panied by the interpreter and his wife, and two chil- 
dren ; and then, after distributing among his friends 
u6me powdfiT and ball which w^ had given him, and 
smoking a pipe, he went with us to the river side. 
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The whole vlUs^ge crowded about us, and many of 
the people wept aloud at the departure of their chief. 

*' As Captain Clarke was shaking hands with the 
principal chiefs of the different villages, they re- 
quested that he would sit with them a moment lon- 
ger. Being willing to gratify them, he stopped and 
ordered a pipe, when, after smoking it, they inform- 
ed him that they had not believed all that we told 
them at the time they first saw us^ but having 
now found that our words were all true, they would 
carefully remember them, >and follow our advice ; 
and that he might tell their great father thai the 
young men should remaih at home, and not make 
war on any people except in their own defence. 
They requested him to tell the Ricaras to come and 
visit them, which they might do without fear, as 
they meant that nation no harm, but, on the contra- 
ry, were desirous of peace with them. On the Sioux, 
however, they could place, they said, no dependance, 
and must kill them whenever they sent war parties 
against their country. Captain Clarke replied that 
we had never insisted on their not defending them- 
selves, but only requested that they would not strike 
those whom we had taken by the hand ; that we 
would apprize the Eicaras of their friendly^inten- 
tions ; and that, although we had 'not seen the Sioux 
with whom they were at war, we should relate their 
conduct to their great father, who would take meas- 
ures for effecting a general peace among all his red 
children. 

" Borgne now requested that we would take good 
care of the chief, who would report whatever their 
great father should say ; and the council then bresJi- 
ing up, we took leave with a salute from a gun, and 

Sroceeded. On reaching Fort Mandan we found a 
3w pickets standing on the river side, but all the 
houses except one had been accidentally burned. 
At the distance of eighteen miles we reached the 
old Ricara village, and encamped on the southwest 
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8ide, the wind being too violent, and the wares toe 
high, to permit our going any farther. 

*' August 18. The same cause prevented us from 
setting out before eight o'clock in the morning. Soon 
after we had embarked, an Indian came running 
down to the beach^ and appeared very anxious to 
speak to us. We. therefore went ashore, and found 
it was the brother of Big White, who was encamp^ 
ed at no great distance, and hearing of our departure, 
had come to take leave of the chief. Big White 
gave his brother a pair of leggins, and they separa- 
ted in the most affectionate manner : we then con- 
tinued our voyage, though the wind and waves were 
^till high. The Indian chief seemed quite satisfied 
with his treatment, and during the day employed 
himself in pointing out the ancient monuments of 
the Mandans, or in relating their traditions. At 
length, after makings forty, miles, we encamped on 
the northeast side, opposite to an old Mafidan village, 
aj^ below the mouth of Chesshetah River. 

** August Id. The whid was so violent that we ' 
were Hot able to proceed until four in the afternoon, 
and in the mean time the hunters had killed four elk 
and twelve deer. We Uien went on for ten miles, 
and cartie to a sand-bar. The wind and rain contin- 
ued through, the nighty and during the whole of the 
next day, 

** August 30, the waves were so high that one man 
was > constantly occupied in bailing the boats. At 
noon we passed Cannonball River, and at three in 
the afternoon the mouth of Wardepon River, which 
bounds the country claimed by the Sioux ; and after 
proceeding eighty-one miles, landed for the night on 
a sand-bar. The plains were beginning to change 
their appearance^ the grass assuming a yellowish 
colour. We this day saw great numbers of wolves, 
and some buffalo aAd elk, though these were by no 
means as abundant as on the Yellowstone. ~ 

*' Since we passed in 1804, a very obvious change 
Dd2 
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had Uken place in the coarse and appearance of the 
Missouri. In places where, at that time, there were 
sand-bars, the current of the river now passed, and 
where the channel was then, there were, in turn, 
banks of sand. ^ Sand-bars, then^ naked, were now 
covered with willows several feet high ; the entrances 
of some of the creeks and rivers had been changed 
by the quantity of mud thrqwn into them ; and in 
some of the bottoms there were layers of mud eight 
inches in depth. 

" August 21. We rose after a night of broken rest, 
having been much annoyed by moschetoes, and after 
putting our arms in oider, to be prepared for any 
attack, continued our course. We soon met three 
traders, two of whom had wintered with us among 
the Mandans in 1804, and who were now on their 
way thither. Thev were oQt of powder and lead, 
and we supplied them with both. They informed 
us that seven hundred Sioux had passed the Ricara 
towns on their way to attack the Mandans and Min* 
netarees, leaving their women and children encamp- 
ed near the Big Bend of the Missouri ; but that the 
, Ricaras had all remained at-home, declining to take 
any part in the war. They also told us that the 
Pawnee or Ricara chief who had gone to the United 
States the spring before, died on bis return near the 
Sioux River. 

*' We then left them, and soon afterward arrived 
opposite to the upper Ricara villages. We saluted 
them with the discharge of four guns, which they 
answered in the same manner ; and on our landing 
we were met by the greater part of the inhabitants 
of each village, and also by a band of the Chayennes, 
who were encamped on a hill in the neighbourhood. 

" As soon as Captain Clarke stepped on shore, he 
was greeted by the two chiefs to whom we had giv- 
en medals in our fbrmer visit; and as they and the 
rest appeared much rejoiced at our return, and de- 
sirous of hearing from the Mandans, he sat down 
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on the bank, while the Ricaras and Chayennes form- 
ed a circle round him ; and, after smoking, he inform- 
ed them, as he had alrieady done the Minnetarees, of 
the various tribes we had visited, and of our anxiety 
to promote peace among our red brethren. He then 
expressed his regret at their having attacked the 
Mandans, who had listened to our counsels, and had 
sent on a chief to smoke with them, and to assure 
them that they might now hunt in the plains, and 
visit the Mandan villages in safety, and he conclu- 
ded by inviting som6 of the chiefs to accompany us 
to Washington. The man whom we had acknowl- 
edged as the principal chief when we ascended the , 
river, now presented another, who, he said, was a 

greater chief than himself; and to him, therefore, 
e had surrendered the flag and medal with which 
we had tymouired him. This chief, who had been 
absent at our former visit, was a man of thirty- five' 
y^ars of age, stout and good-looking, and called bj^ 
the Indians Uray^Eyes. 

** He now made a very animated reply. He de- 
clared that the Ricaras were willing to follow the 
counsels we had given them ; but that a few of their 
bad young men would not live in peace, but had 
joined the Sioux, ^nd thus embroiled them with the 
Mandans. These young men had, however, been 
driven out of the villages; and as the Ricaras 
were now separated from the Sioux, who were a 
bad people, and the cause of all their misfortunes, 
they desired to be at peace . with the Mandans, 
and would receive them with kindness and friend- 
ship. Several of the (ihiefs, he said, were desirous 
of visiting their great father ; but as the chief who 
had gone to the United States the last summer had 
Bot returned, and they had 9ome fears for his safety 
on aceount of the Sioux, they did not wish to leave 
home until they had heard from him. As to him- 
self, he should continue with his nation, to see that 
they followed our advice* 
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"The sun being very hot, the chief of the CbajF* 
ennes invited us to his lodge, which was at no great 
distance from the river. We followed him, and 
found a very large lodge, made of twenty buffalo 
skins, surrounded by eighteen or twenty others of 
nearly equal size. The rest of the nation were ex- 
pected the next day, and would make the number 
of from one hundred and thirty to one hupdred and 
fifty lodges, containing from three hundred and fifty 
to four hundre(} men, At which the men of the nation 
might be computed. These Chayennes.are a fine- 
looking people, of large stature, with straight limbs, 
and high cheek-bones and noses, and of a complexion 
similar to that of the Ricaras. Their ears are cut at 
the lower part, but few wear ornaments in them. 
- Their hair is generally cut over the eyebrows, and 
small ornaments hang from it downthe cheeks, the 
remainder being either twisted with horse or buffalo 
hair, and divided over each shoulder, or else flowing 
loosely behind. Their decorations consist chiefly 
of blue beads, sh^ls, red paint, brass rings, bears' 
claws, and strips of otter skins, of which last they, 
as well as the Kicaras, are very fond. The women, 
however, are coarse in their features, with' wide 
mouths, and ugly. Their dress consists of a halnt 
reaching to the^ mid-leg, made of two equal pieces of 
leather, sewed from the bottom, with armholes, and 
with a flap hanging nearly half way down the body 
both before and behind. On these are burned vari- 
ous figures b3r means of kn ignited Stick, and they 
are adorned with beads, shells, and elk*s tusks, which 
all the Indians greatly prize. The other ornaments 
are blue beads iri the ears, but the hair is left plain, 
and flows down the back. The summer dress of 
the men is a simple buffalo robe, a cloth round the 
waist, moccasins, and occasionally leggins. Living 
remote from the whites, they are shy And cautious, 
but are peaceably disposed, and profess to make war 
against no people except the Sioux, with whom they 
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have been engaged in contests from time immemo- 
rial. In their excursions they are accompanied by 
iheir dogs aiid horses, of which they have a great 
number ; the former serving to carry almost all their 
light baggage. 

" After smoking for some time, Captain Clarke 
^ve a small medal to the Chayenne chief, explain- 
ing at the same time the meaning of it. He seemed 
alarmed at the present, and sending for a robe and a 
quantity of buffalo meat, he gave them to Captain 
Clarke, requesting him to take back the medal, as 
he knew that all white people were medicine, and he 
was afraid'^of everything which they might give to 
the Indians. Captain Clarke again explained his ob- 
ject in giving the . medal, which, he said, was the 
medicine his great father had directed him to deliver. 
to all their chiefs who should listen to his word and 
follow his counsels ; and that, a^ he had done so, it 
had been given him as a proof that we believe him 
sincere. . He now appeared satisfied, and receiving 
the medid, gave in return dpOble the quantity of 
buffalo meat he had offered before. Hd seemed now 
quite reconciled to the whites, and requested that 
4some Jtraders 'might be sent among his people, who 
lived, he said, in a country full of leaver, but did not 
understand the best n^odes of catching them, and, 
farthermore, were deterred from it by having no 
market for them when caught. Captain Clarke 
promised that they should soon be supplied with 
goods, and taught the best mode of catching beaver. 

" Big White, chief of the Mandans, now addressed 
them at some length, explaining the pacific inten- 
tions of his nation ; and the Chayenne observed that 
both the Ricaras and IVfandans seemed to be in fault ; 
but at the end of the council the Mandan chief was 
treated with much civility, and the greatest harmony 
prevailed between them. The great chief infornied 
Bs^ however, that non&of the Ricaras could be pre- 
vailed on to accompany us till the return of the 
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other chief; and that the Chayennes were a wild 
people, and afraid to go. He invited Captain Clarke 
to his house, and gave him two carrots of tobace^y 
two beaver skins,. and a trencher of boiled com and 
beans. It is the custom of the nations on the Mis- 
souri to offer to all white men food and refreshmeiit 
when they first enter their tents. . 

** Captain Clarke now returned to the boats, where 
he found the chief of the. lower village, who had cut 
off part of his hair, and disfigured himself in such a 
manner that we did not recogmse him until he ex- 
plained that he was in mourning for his nephew» 
who had been killed by the Sioux. He proceeded 
with us to the village on the island, where we were 
met by all the inhabitants. .The second chief, on 
seeing the li^andan, began to speak to him in a loud ' 
and threatening tone, till Captain Clarke declared 
that the Mandans had list^ed to our councils, and 
that, if any injury was attempted to be done to the 
chief, we should defend him to the utmost extrem- 
ity. He then invited the chief to his lodge, and 
after a very ceremonious smoking, assured Captaia 
Clarke that he was as safe as at his home, for the 
Ricaras, as well as the Mandans, had opened their 
ears to our councils. This was repeated by the 
great chief; and the Mandan and Ricara chiefs now 
smoked and conversed with great apparent harmo- 
ny, after which we returned to our boats. The whc^ 
distance made this day w^ twenty-nine miles. 

** August 22. It rained the whole night, so that 
we all rose in the mornings quite wet, and were 
about proceeding, when Captain Clarke received 
from the chiefs a request to visit them. They made 
to him several speeches, in which they o^erved 
that they must declnie going with us, as their coini* 
tryman had not yet returned ^ and that, although all 
their troubles came from the Sioux, yet, as they had 
more horses than they wanted, and were in wan! 
of guns and powder, they should be obliged to tnid« 
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with them once more for those arti<;le8, after which 
Ihey would. break off all com>exion with them. He 
then returned to the boats, and after taking leave 
of the natiycs, who seemed to regret our departure, 
ftnd firing a salute of two guns, we proceeded on 
our way. Wq made only seventeen miles this day, 
being Obliged to land near Wetarboo River to dry 
#ur baggage ; besides which^ the sand-bars were very 
numerous, as the river became wider below the Ric- 
ara villages. Captain Lewis was now so far recov- 
ered that he was able to walk a little for the first 
time. Wlttle here we noticed that the Mandans, 
as well as the Minnetarees and Ricaras, keep their 
horses in the same lodges with themselves." 

During the two following days they made a dis- 
tance of eighty-three miles, and in themomin? of 
the 94th encamped at the gorge of the Lookout 
Bead. 

^ Augnst 25. Before daylight,^ contimues l^e Jodr- 
aal, *' we sent .five of the men ahead to hunt on 
Pawaee Island, and followed them soon after. At 
eight o^clock we reached the entrance of the Chay- 
enne, where we remained till noon to take a merid- 
ian observation. At three o'clock we passed the 
old Pawnee village, near which we had met the Te- 
tons in 1804, and encamped in a large bottom on 
the northeast side, a little below the mouth of No- 
timber Creek. Just above oar camp the Ricaras 
had formerly a large village on each side of the riv- 
er, and there were still to be seen the remains of 
five villages on the southwest sid#below the Chay- 
enae, and one on Lahoocat's Island, all of which 
had been destroyed by the Sioux. The weather 
was clear and calm, bat by the help of our oars we 
made forty-eight miles." • • • 

** August 9jB. We set out early, and at nine o^clock 
reached the entrance of Teton River, helow which 
were a rait and a akin canoe, which made us sus- 
pect that the Tetons were in the neighbourhood. 
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Our arms, therefore, were put in order, and every 
preparation was made to revenge the slightest insult 
from those people, who required, we knew, to be 
treated with rigour. We went on, however, with- 
out seeing any of them, though we were obliged to 
land near Smoke Creek, and remained there for two 
hours to stop a leak in the pirogue. Here we saw- 
great quantities of plums and grapes, but they wer# 
not yet ripe. At five o^clock we passed Louisville*8 
Fort, on Cedar Island, twelve miles below which 
we encamped, having made sixty miles by using 
our oars, with the Wind ahead during the greater 
part of the day." 

Setting out before sunrise the next morning, at 
the distance of a few milessthey landed on a sand- 
bar near Taylor's River. " ^Iear this place," says 
the Journal, "we obserVt^d the first signs of the 
wild turkey^ and not long afler landed in-the Big 
Bend, and killed a fine fat elk. Towaitis night we 
heard the bellowing of the buffalo bulls on^ the low- 
er island of the Big Bend ; and following the direc- 
tion of this agreeable sound, We killed some of the 
cows, and encamped on the island, forty-five miles 
from our camp of the preVioiis night. 

" August S8. We started at an early hour, having 
first despatched some hunters ahead, with orders to 
join us at our old^camp a little above CorvusCre^, 
where we intended to remain one day, for the pur- 
pose of procuring the skins and skeletons of some 
animals, such as the mule-deer, the antelope, the 
barking squirrel, fhe magpie, ftc, which we were 
desirous of taking with us. After rowing thirty-five 
miles, we landed at twelve o'clock, and formed our 
camp in a high bottom, thinly timbered, and covered 
with grass. Soon after our arrival the squaws and • 
several of the men went to the bushes near the riv- 
er, and brought a great quantity of large, well-fla- 
vojjred plums, of three different species. 

** The hunters returned in the afternoon witbout 
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having b^n able to procure any of the game we 
wished^ except the barking squirrel, though they kill- 
ed four common deer, and had seen large herds of 
buffalo, of which they brought in two." 

Setting out at ^en o'clock the next morning, at a 
-fshort distance they passed the mouth of White Riv^ 
er, the water of which ,was nearly, of the colour 
of milk. As they were much occupied with huntings 
they made but -twenty miles. " The buffalo," says the 
Journal, " were now so numerous, that from an em- 
inence we discovered more than we had ever seen 
before at one time; and though it was impossible 
accurately to calculate their number, they darken- 
ed the wMle plain, and could not have been, we were 
convinced, less than twenty thousand. With re- 
gSLtd to game in general, we have observed that wikl 
ammais are usually found in the greatest numbers in 
the country lying between two nations at wan 

"August 80. We set out at the usual time, but 
after going some distance were obliged to stop two 
hours for one of our hunters. During this time we 
made an excursion to a large orchani of delicious 
plums, w|iere we were so fortunate as to kill two 
back elks. We then proceeded down the river, and 
were about landing at the place where we had agreed 
to meet all the muiters, when a^eral persons ap- 
peared on the high hills to the northeast, and by the 
nelp of our spyglass we ^stingnithed them to be 
Indians. We landed on the southwest sMe of the 
river, and immediately after saw on a height oppo- 
site to us about twenty men, one of whom, from 
Itts blanket greatcoat and a handkerchief round his 
head, we took for a Frenehman. At the same time, 
about eighty or ninety Indians, armed with guns 
aad bows and arrows, came oat of a wood some 
distance below them, and fired a salute, which we 
returned. From their hostile appearance we were 
apprehensive that they migirt be Tetocs; but as, 
from the country throi^[h whicfa Ibey Wice passing, 
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it was possible they might be Yanktons, Pawnees, 
or Mabas, we did not know in what way to receiye 
them. In order, however, to ascertain who they 
were without risk to the party, Captain Clarke 
crossed, with three persons who could speak differ- 
ent Indian languages, to a sand-bar near the oppo- 
site side, for the purpose of conversing with theoi. 
Eight young men soon met him on the sand-bar, but 
none of them could understand either the Pawnee 
or Maha interpreter. They were then addressed in 
the Sioux language, and answered that they were 
Tetons, of the band headed by the Black Baffalot, 
Tahtackasabah. It was the same band which had 
attempted to stop us in 1804; and bein^^ now less 
anxious about offending this mischievous tribe, Cap- 
lain Clarke told them that they bad been deaf to 
our counsels, had ill treated us two years ago, and 
had abused all the whites who had since visited 
ibem. He believed them, he added, to be bad peo- 
ple, and they must return, therefore, to their com- 
pailiona, for if they crossed over to our camp we 
would put them all to death. They asked for some 
corn, which Captain Clagrke refused them : they then 
reoueated permission to come and visit us, but he 
ordered them bsiick. H e then returned, and our arms 
were aU made seady in case of- an attack. But 
when these Indians reached their comrades, and in- 
formed their chiefs of our determination, they all 
set off for their owik camp : some of them, however, , 
halted on a risiiig ground, and abused us with their 
tongues very copiously, threatening to kill us if we 
came across. We tpok no notice of this for some 
time, as three of our hunters were absent, and we 
were afraid the Indians might meet them ; but as 
soon as ^ley joined us we embarked,* and, to see 
what the Indians would attempt, steered near their 
side of the river. At> this the party on the hill 
seemed not a little agitated ; some of them set off 
for their jcaiop^ others walked about, and one nuui 
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eame towards the boats and invited us to land. As 
he approached, we recognised him to be the same 
who had accompanied us for two days in 1804, and 
was considered a friend of the whiles. Unwilling, 
however, to have any intercourse with these people, 
we declined his invitation, upon which he returned 
to the hill, and struck the earth three times with his 
gim, a great oath among the Indians, who consider 
swearing by the earth as ofie of the most solemn 
forms of imprecation. At the distance of six miles 
we stopped on a bleak sand-bar, where we thought 
ourselves' secure from any attack during the night, 
and also safe from the moschetoes. We had made 
but twenty-two miles, but in the course of the day 
had killed a mule-deer, an animal we were very 
atixioujs to obtain. About eleven in the evening the 
wind shifted to the northwest, and it began to rain, 
accompanied by thunder and' lightning, after which 
the wind changed to the southwest, and blew with 
such violence that we were obliged to hold fast the 
canoes, for fear of their being driven from the sand- 
bar : still, the cables of two of them broke, and two 
others were blown quite across the river ; nor was 
it till two o^clock that the whole party were reas* 
sembied, waiting in the rain for daylight." 



CHAPTER XIX. 

The Party ^nm in Safety to St. Louis. 

^ August 31. We examined our arms, and proceed- 
ed with the wind in our favour. For some time we 
saw different Indians on the hills, but at length lost 
sight of them. In passing the Dome, and the first 
village of barking squirrels, we stopped and killed 
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two fox squirrels, an animal we had not seen on the 
river higher than this place ; and at night we en* 
camped on the northeast side, after making a dis- 
tance of seventy miles. We had seen no game for 
some time past on the river, but in the evening the 
moschetoes were not slow to discover us. 

" September 1. We set put early, but were shortly 
compelled to land, and wait for half an hour, till a 
thick fog dispersed. At nine o'clock we passed the 
mouth of tlu$ Quicurre, which presented the same 
appearance as when we ascended, the water being 
rapid and of a milky-white colour. Two miles be- 
low,-several Indians ran down to the bank and beck- 
oned us to land ; but as^hey appeared to be Tetons, 
and of a war party, we paid no attention to them, 
oxcept to inquire to what tribe they belonged : our 
Sioux interpreter, however, did nojt nn(lerstan4 much 
of their language, and they probably mistook his 
question. As one of our canoes was behind^ we 
were afraid of its being attacked ; we therefore land- 
ed on an open, commanding situation, out of view 
of the Indians, to wait for it. We had not been in 
this position fifteen mimiteSy when we beard several 
guns, which we immediately concluded were fired 
at the men in the canoe ; and being determined to 
protect them against any number of Indians, Captain 
Clarke, with fifteen men, ran up the river, while Cap- 
tain Lewis hobbled up the bank, and formed the rest 
of the party in such a manner as would best enable 
them to protect the boats. On turning a point of 
the river, however. Captain Clarke was agreeably 
surprised at seeing the Indians still in the place 
where we had left them, and our canoe at the dis- 
tance of a mile. He now went on to a sand-bar, and, 
the Indians crossing over to him, he gave them his 
hand, when they informed him that they had beea 
amusing themselves with shooting at an old keg we 
had thrown into the river as it was floating down. 
We now found them to be part of a band of eighty 
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lodges of Yanktons on PlUm Creek, and therefore 
invited them down to our camp. After smoking 
several pipes, we told them that we had mistaken 
them for Tetons, and had intended putting every one 
of them to death if they had fired Bt our canoe ; but 
finding them Yanktons, who were ^ood men, we 
were glad to take them by the hand as faithful chil- 
dren, who had opened their ears to our counsels. 
They saluted the M andan with great cordiality, and 
one of them said that their ears had indeed been 
open, and that they had followed our advice since 
we gave a medal to their great chief, and should con- 
tinue to do so. We now tied a piece of riband to 
the hair of each Indian, and gave them some corn«. 
We also made a prissent of a pair of leggins to the 
prineipal chief, when we took our leave of them, hav- 
ing been previously^ overtaken by our canoe. At 
two o^clock we landed to hunt on Bonhomme Island, 
but obtained a single elk only. The bottom on the 
north side is very rich, and was so thickly over; 
grown with pea-vines and grass, interwoven with 
grape-vines, tiiat some of the party who attempted 
to hunt there were oblis[ed to leave it and ascend 
tlie plain, where they found the grass nearly as high 
as their heads. These plains are much more fertile 
below than above the Quicurre, and the whole coun- 
try was now very beautiful. After making fifty-two 
miles against a head wind, we landed for the night 
on a sand-bar opposite to Calumet Bluff, where we 
had encamped on the 1st of September, 1804, and 
where our fiagstaff was still standing. We suffered 
very much from the moschetoes till the wind be- 
came so high as to blow them away. 

" September 2. At eight o'clock we passed the 
mouth of the Jacques River, but soon after were com- 
pelled to land, in consequence of the high wind from 
the northeast, and to remain till sunset, after which 
we went on to a sand-bar twenty-two miles from our 
camp of the previous evening. While we were ott 
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shore we killed three huffaloes and four prairie-fowl^ 
which were the first of the latter we had seen in de- 
scending. Two turkeys were also killed, and were 
very nuch admired by our Indians, who had never 
seen that bird before." ♦ • • 

** September 3. Towards daylight we started again, 
and at eleven o'clock we passed the Redstone. 'I'he 
river was crowded with sand-bars, which were now 
very differently situated from what they had been 
when we ascended ; but, notwithstanding these and 
the head wind, we had made sixty miles towards 
night, when, seeing two boats and several men on 
the shore, we landed, and found a Mr. James Airs, a 
pjartner of a house at Prairie de Chien, who had 
come from Mackinaw by the way of St. Louis, with 
a hcense to trade among the Sioux for one year. 
He had started two canoes loaded with merchandise* 
but lost many of his most valuable articles in a squall 
some time before. After so. long an absence, the 
sight of any one who could give us information of 
our country was peculiarly delightful, and much of 
the night was spent in making inquiries as to what 
had occurred since we had left. We found Mr. Airs 
a very friendly and liberal gentleman, and when we 
proposed to him to purchase a small quantity of to- 
bacco, to be paid for at St. Louis, he very readily 
furnished every man of the party with as much as 
he could u6e during the rest of the voyage, and in- 
sisted also on our receiving a barrel of flour. This 
last was very acceptable, thougli we had still a little 
flour, which we had deposited at the mouth of Ma- 
lia's River. We could give in return only about six 
bushels of corn, which was all that we could spare. 
The next morning, 

" September 4, we left Mr. Airs at about eight 
o'clock, and after passing the Big Sioux River, stop- 
ped at noon near Floyd's Bluff. On ascending the 
hill we found that the grave of Floyd had been open- 
ed, and was now half uncovered. We filled it up^ 

DigitizeobyVjUUyif 



THBT MEET A TRADING PARTY. 331 

and then continued down to our old camp near the 
Maba village, where all our baggage, which had been 
wet by the rain in the night, was exposed to dry/ 
There was no game on the river except wild geese 
and pelicans. Near Floyd's grave were some dour- 
iahiug black-walnut trees, the (irst we had seen on 
our return. At night we heard the report of several 
guns in a direction towards the Maha Village, and 
supposed it to be a .signal for the arrival of some 
trader. But not meeting any one when we set out 
the next morning, 

** September 5, we concluded that the firing was 
merely to announce the return of the Mahas to their 
village, this, being the season at which they come 
home from^ buffalo hunting, to take care of their 
corn, beans, and pumpkins. The river was now 
more crooked, the current more rapid, and crowded 
with snags and sawyers, while the bottoms on both 
sides were well supplied with timber. At three 
o'clock we passed Bluestone Bluff, where the river 
leaves the highlands and meanders through a low, 
lich bottom, and encamped for the night after ma- 
king seventy-three miles. 

'* September 6. The wind continued ahead, but the 
moschetoed were so tormenting that to remain was 
more unpleasant than to proceed, however slowly, 
and we therefore started. Near the Little Sioux 
River we met a trading-boat belonging to Mr. Au> 
gustus Chateau, of St. Louis, with several men on 
their way to trade with the Yanktons at the Jacques 
River. We obtained from them a gallon of whiskey, 
and gave each of the party a dram, which was the 
first spirituous liquor any of them had tasted since 
the 4th of July, 1805." 

During this and the following day they made a 
distance of seventy-four miles, encamping, as usual, 
on sand-bars for the night, to avoid the moschetoes, 
though even here they were greatly tormented by 
thein. 
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"September 8. We set out early," continues the 
Journal, " and stopped for a short time at Councfl 
Bluffs to examine the situation of the place, whea 
we were confirmed in our belief that it would be a 
very eligible spot for a trading establishment. Be* 
ing anxious to reach the Platte, we plied our oars so 
well that by night we had made seventy-eight miles, 
and^ landed at our old White Catfish encampment, 
twelve miles above that river. We could not but 
here remark the wonderful evaporation from the Mis- 
souri, which does not appear to contain more water, 
nor is its channel wider than at one thousand miles 
nearer its source, though within the intervening dis- 
tance it receives about twenty rivers, some of them 
of considerable width, and a great number of creeks. 
Thi^ evaporation seemed, in fact, to be greater now 
than when we ascended the river; for we were 
obliged to replenish the inkstand every day with 
fresh ink, nine tenths of which must have escaped 
by evaporation. 

" September 9. By eight p!cleck we passed the 
mouth of the Platte, which river' was lower than 
when we saw it before, and its waters were almost 
clear, though its channel was turbulent, as usual. 
The sand-bars, however, which then obstructed the 
Missouri were now washed away, and nothing of 
them was to be seen except a few remains. Below the 
Platte the current of the Missouri became evidently 
more rapid, and the obstructions from fallen timber 
increased. The river bottoms are here extensive, 
rich, and covered with tall, large timber, which is 
still more abundant in the hollows of the ravines, 
where may be seen oak, ash, and elm, interspersed 
with some walnut and hickory. The mosohetoes, 
though still numerous, seemed to have lost some of 
their vigour. As we advanced the difference of cli- 
mate was very perceptiUe, the air being mo^ sul- 
try than we had experienced it for a long time be- 
fore, and the nights werfe so warm that a thia 
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bUnket was now sufficient, although a few days be- 
fore two had been no^more than comfortable. ][jate 
in the afternoon we encamped opposite to the Bald- 
pated Prairie, after having come a distance of sev- 
enty-three miles. 

** September 10. We again set out early, and the 
wind being moderate, though still ahead, we pro- 
ceeded sixty-iive miles, to a sand-bar a short dis- 
tance above the Grand Nemaha. In the course of 
the day we met a trader, with three men, on his way 
to the Pawnee Loups, or Wolf Pawnees, on the 
Platte. Soon after another boat passed us with 
seven men from St. Louis, bound to the Mahas. 
With both of these parties we had some conversa- 
tion, but. our anxiety to go on would not suffer us 
to remain long with them. The Indians, particular- 
ly the squaws and children, had become weary with 
the length of the route, and we were impatient to 
reach our country and our friends. We saw on the 
shore deer, raccoons, and turkeys. 

" Septembier ^l. A high wind from the northwest 
detained us till after sunrise, when we started, but 
proceeded slowly, since, from the river being now 
rapid and narrow, as well as more crowded with 
sand-bars and timber than above, much caution was 
necessary in avoiding these obstacles, especially as 
Uie water was low. The Nemaha seemed less wide 
than when we saw it before, and Wolf River had 
scarcely any water. In the afternoon we halted 
above the Nadowa to hunt, and killed two deer, 
after which we went on to a small island forty miles 
from our last encampment. Here we were no 
longer annoyed by the moschetoes, which did not 
seem to frequent this part of the river ; and, after 
having been persecuted by these insects the whole 
distance from the Fatls« it was a most agreeable re- 
lease. Their noise was very agreeably exchanged 
for that of the common wolves, which were howling 
in different directions, and of the prairie wolves^ 
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whose barking resembles precisely that of a cnr 
dog. 

*' September 12. After a thick fog and a heavy dew, 
we set out by sunrise, and at the distance of seyen 
miles passed two pirogues, one of them bound to the 
Platte for the purpose of trading with the Pawnees, 
the other on a trapping expedition to the neighbour- 
hood of the Mahas. Soon after we met the trading 
party under Mr. M'Clellan ; and with them was Mr. 
Gravelines, the interpreter whom we had sent with 
a Ricara chief to the United States. The chief had 
unfortunately died at Washington, and Gravelines 
was now on his way to the Ricaras with a speech 
from the president, and the presents which had been 
made to the deceased. He had also directions to in« 
struct the Ricaras in agriculture. He was accom* 
panied on his mission by old Mr. Durion, our former 
mterpreter, for the purpose of employing his influ- 
ence to secure a safe passage for the Ricara presents 
through the country of the Sioux, and also to en- 
gage some of the Sioux chiefs, not exceedin'g six, to 
visit Washington. Both of them were instructed to 
inquire particularly after the fate of our party, no 
intelligence having been received from us for a long 
time. We authorized Mr. Durion to invite ten or 
twelve of the Sioux chiefs to accompany him, par- 
ticularly the Yanktons, whom we had found well 
disposed towards our country^ The afternoon being 
Wet, we determined to remain with Mr. M'Clellan 
during the night ; and sending five hunters ahead, 
spent the evening in inquiries respecting what had 
transpired in the United States since we led. 

" September 13. By eight o*clock in the morning 
we overtook the hunters, but they had killed nothing. 
The wind being now too high to proceed safely 
throuffh the timber that was stuck in every part of 
the channel, we landed and sent the small canoes 
ahead to hunt. Towards evening we overtook them, 
and encamped, having been able to advadoe only 
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eighteen miles. The weather was very wamii and 
the rushes in the bottoms were so thick and high 
that we could scarcely hunt ; Still, we were so fortu- 
nate as to obtain four deer and a turkey ^ which, with 
the hooting owl, aud the. common buzzard, crow, 
and hawk, were the only game we saw. Among 
the timber was the cottonwood, sycamore, ash, mul- 
berry, papaw, walnut, hickory, prickly ash, and sev- 
eral species of elm, interspersed with great quanti- 
ties of grape-vines, and three kinds of pea. 

** September 14. We resumed our journey, and 
this being the part of the river to which the Kanzas 
resort fdr the purpose of robbing the boats of the 
traders, we held ourselves in readiness to fire upon 
any Indians who should offer us the slightest indig* 
nity, as we no longer 4ieeded their friendship, and 
had found that a tone of firmness and decision was 
the best possible method of making a proper impres- 
sion upon these freebooters. We did not, however, 
encounter any of them, but just below the old Kan- 
zas village met three tradiqg boats from St. Louis, 
on their way to the Yanktons and Mahas. After 
leaving them we saw a number of deer, of which 
we killed five, and landed on an island fifty-three 
miles from our last encampment. 

" September 15. A strong breeze ahead prevented 
us from proceeding more than forty-nine miles, to 
the neighbourhood of Hay Cabin Creek. The Kan- 
zas was very low at this time. About a mile be- 
yond it we landed to examine the situation of a high 
hill, which has many advantages for a trs^ding house 
or fort ; while on the shore we gathered great quan- 
tities of papaw, and shot an elk. The low grounds 
were now delightful, and the whole country exhibit- 
ed a rich appearance ; but the weather was oppress- 
ively warm» and descending as rapidly as we did 
from a cool, open country, situated m the latitude of 
from 46° to 40°, in which we had been for nearly 
two years, to the wooded plains in 38° and 30°, the 
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heat would have been almost insufferable but for 
the winds constantly blowing from the south and 
southeast. 

•* September 16. We set out at an early hour, but 
the weather soon became so warm that the men 
rowed but little. In the course of the day we met 
two trading parties on their way to the Pawnees 
and Mahas, and after making fifty-two miles, landed 
on an island, and remained there till the next mom- 
hig. 

** September 17. We started early, and passed in 
safety the island of the Little Osage village. This 
place is considered by the navigators of the Missou- 
ri as the most dangerous part of it, the whole stream 
being compressed, for two miles, within a narrow ' 
channel crowded with limber, into which the violence 
of the current is constantly washing the banks. At 
the distance of thirty miles we met a . Captain 
M'Clellan, lately of the United States army, with 
whom we encamped. He informed us that the gen- 
eral opinion in the United States was that we were 
lost, the latest accounts of os being-from the Man- 
dan village. Captain M*Clellan was on his way to 
attempt to open a new trade with the Indians. His 
plan was to establish himself on the Platte,, and after 
trading with the Pawnees and Ottoes, to prevail on 
some of their chiefs to ^Lccompany him to Santa Fi, 
where he hoped to obtain permission to exchange 
his merchandise for gold and silver, which were 
there abundant. If this should be granted, he would 
transport his goods on mules and horses from the 
Platte to some part of Louisiana, convenient to the 
Spanish settlements, where he would be met by the 
traders from New Mexico. 

•• September 18. We parted with Oaptiain M'Clel- 
Ian, and within a few miles passed the mouth of 
Grand River, below which we overtook the hunters 
who had been sent forward the day before. They 
had not been able to kiH anything, nor did we see 
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any game exeept one bear and three turkeys, so 
that our whole stock of provisions was reduced to 
one biscuit for each person ; but as there was an 
abundance of papaw, the ihen were perfectly con* 
tented. The current of the river was more gentle 
than when we had ascended, the water being lower, 
though it was still rapid in places where it was con<» 
fined. We continued to pass through a very fine 
country for fifty-two miles, when we encamped 
nearly opposite to Mine River. The next morningi 

*' September 19, we worked our oars all day, with* 
Out taking time to hunt, or even landing, except once 
to gather papaws ; and at eight o^clock reached the 
entrance of the Osage River, a distance of seventy- 
two miles. Several of the party had been for a day 
or two attacked with soreness of the eyes, the eye* 
ball being very much swelled, and the lid appearing 
as if burned by the sun, and being extremely painful, 
particularly when exposed to the light. Three of 
the men were so much affected by it as to be unable 
to row. We therefore turned one of the boats adrift, 
and distributing the men among the others, we set 
oat a little before d^break, 

" September 20. The Osage was at this time low, 
and discharged but a very small quantity of water. 
Near the mouth of the Gasconade, where we arrived 
at noon, we met five Frenchmen on their way to the 
Great Osage village. As we were rapidly moving 
along, we saw on the banks some cows feeding, 
when the whole party almost involuntarily raised a 
shout of joy on perceiving this image of civilization 
and domestic life. 

" Soon after, we reached the little French village 
of La Charette, which we saluted with a discharge 
of four guns, and three hearty cheers. We then 
landed, and were received with kindness by the in- 
habitants, as well as some traders from Canada, who 
were going to traffic with the Osages and Ottoes. 
They were all equally surprised and pleased at our 
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trrival, for they bad long siace abaadoaed afi hopei 
of ever seeiof us agaia. 

" These Canadians have boats prepared foi the 
navigation of the Missouri, which seem better ^»1« 
culated for the purpose than those of any other £omi« 
They are in the shape of bateaux, about thirty feel 
long and eight wide ; the bow and stem point^ the 
bottom flat, and being propelled by six oars only: 
their chief advantage is their width and flatneasi 
which saves them from the danger of rolliag sands. 

** Having come forty ^eight miles, and the weather 
threatening to be bad, we remained at La Charette 
till the next morning, 

** September 2U when we proceeded, and as sev* 
eral new settlements had been made during our ab» 
sence, we were refreshed with the sight of men and 
cattle along the banks* We also passed twelve ca* 
noes of the Kickapoo Indians going on a huntii^g 
excursion. At length, after proceeding forty-ei^ht 
miles, we saluted with heartfelt satisfaction the vil* 
lage of St Charles, and on landing were treated 
with the greatest hospitality and kindness by all the 
inhabitants of the place.. Their civility detained .us 
till ten o^cldck the next mornings 

'* September 99, when the rain having ceased, wti 
set out for Coldwater Creek, about three miles fram 
the mouth of the Missouri, where we found a can* 
tonment of United States troops, with whom we 
passed the day ; and then« 

** September 93, descended to the Mississippi, and 
round to St. Louis, at which place we arrived at 
twelve o'clock $ and having fired a salute, went oa 
shore, where we received a most hearty and hospi* 
table welcome ifom the whole village^" 
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rAKTHEE ElfTJMERATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE 
QUADEUPEDS, BIEDS, FISHES, AND PLANTS NOTICED 
DUSING THE EXPEDITION* 

Thx quadrapeds of the country extending from ih% 
Hocky Mountaina to the Pacific may be conveniently di- 
vided into domestic and wild animals. The finst class em* 
braces the horse and dog only. 

The horse is confined principally to the nations inhab* 
iting the great plains of the Columbia, lying between the 
fimrtieth and fiftieth degrees of north latitude,, and extend- 
ing from the Rocky Mountains to a range of mountains 
which pass the Columbia near the Great Falls, between 
the one hundred and sixteenth and the one hundred and 
twenty-first degrees of west latitude. The Shoshone^ 
Chopunnish, Sokulks, Echeloots, Eneeshurs, and ChiUuo*> 
Idttequaws, all enjoy the benefit of that docile, generous^ 
and noble animal ; and aU of them, except the last threei 
possess immense numbers. 

They appear to be of an ^Kcellent race ; arei lofly» elet- 
gently formed, active, and hardy ; and oaany of them apr 
pear like fine English coursers. Some of them are pied» 
with large spots of white irregularly distrfl>ttted, and ior 
termixed with a dark-brown biqr : Uie greater part, howw 
erer, are of a uniform colour,, marked with stars and white 
feet, and in fleetness and bottom, as well as in form and 
colour, reseooble the best btooded horses of Virginia. The 
natiyes suffer them to run at large in the plains, the grass 
of which afifords them their only subsistence, their ma*> 
ters taking no trouble to lay in a winter's store for them ; 
and, if they are not overworked, they will even at this 
aeason fatten on the dry herbage. These plains are rare^ 
ly moistened by rain, and the grass is consequently short 
and thin. The natives, excepting those of the Rocky 
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Mountains, appear to take no pains in selecting the mate 
horses for breed, and. indeed, those of that class appear 
much the most indifferent. The soil and climate of this 
country appear to be perfectly well adapted to the natuie 
of the animal, which is said to be found wild in many parts. 
The several tribes of Shoshonees, who reside towards 
Mexico, on the waters of the Multnomah River, and partic- 
ularly one of them, called Shaboboah, have also a great 
number of mules, which they prize more highly than 
horses. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The dog is unusually small, about the size of an ordina- 
ry cur. He is usually parti-coloured, black, white, brovni, 
and brindle being the colours most predominant : the head 
is long, the nose pointed, the eyes are small, and the ears 
erect and pointed, hke those of the wolf The hair it 
short and smooth, excepting on the tail, where it is long 
and straight, like that of the ordinary cur-dog: The na- 
tives never eat the flesh of this animal, and he appears to 
be in no other way serviceable to them than in hunting 
the elk. 

The second division comprehends the brown, white, or 
grizzly bear, the black bear, the common red deer, the 
black-tailed fallow deer, the mule deer, the elk, the large 
brown wolf, the small wolf of the plains, the large wolf of 
the plains, the tiger-cat, the common red fox, the silver ibx, 
the fisher or black fox, the large red fox of the plains, the 
kit-fox or small fox of the plains, the antelope, the sheep, 
the beaver, the common otter, the sea-otter, the mink, the 
seal, the raccoon, the large gray squirrel, the small gray 
squirrel, the small brown squirrel, the ground squirrel, the 
blaireau, the rat, the mouse, the mole, the panther, the 
hare, the rabbit, and the polecat or skunk. 

The brown, white, or grizzly bear, which seem all to be 
of the same family, with an accidental variation of cotour 
only, inhabit the timbered parts of the Rocky Mountains. 
They are rarely found on the western side, and are more 
commonly below those mountains, in the plains, or on their 
borders, amid copses of brush and underwood, and near 
the water courses.* ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The black bear differs in no respect from thoee commoa 
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te the United States. It diiefly inhabits tiie thnbered 
parts of the Rocky Mountains and the borders of the great 
pteins on the Columbia. * * * 

The common red deer inhabits the Rocky Mountains in 
tlie neighbourhood of the Chopunnish, also about the Co- 
himbia, and down that river as low as wh^e the tide-wa- 
ter commences. It does not appear to differ essentiaUy 
from those of the United States, being the same in shape, 
size, and appearance. The tail, however, is of an unusual 
length, far exceeding that of the common deer i Captain 
Lewis measured one, and found it to be seventeen inches 
long. 

The black-tailed fallow deer is peculiar to the Pacific 
ooast, and ii§ a distinct 'species, partaking equally of the 
qualities of the mule and common deer. Its ears are long- 
er, and 4ts winter coat is darker than that of the common 
deer. The receptade of the eye is more conspicuous, its 
legs are shorter, and its body thicker and larger. The 
tail is of the same length with that of the common deer, 
the hair on the under part white, and on its sides and top 
of a deep jetty black : its hams, in form and colour, are 
like those of the nrale deer, which it likewise resembles in 
its gait. The bladL-tailed deer never runs at full speed, 
but bounds with all its feet from the ground at the same 
time, like the mule deer. It sometimes inhabits the wood- 
lands, but more often the prairies and open grounds. It 
is generally of a size larger than the cdmmon deer, and 
less than the mule deer. ♦ ♦ * 

The mule deer inhabits the coast of the Pacific, the plains 
of the Missouri, and the borders of the Kooskooskee River, 
in the neighbourhood of the Rodcy Mountains. * * * The 
qualities of this animal have been already noticed 

The elk is of the same species as tho&e found in the 
greater part of North America. It is common to every 
part of this country, as well the timbered lands as the 
plains, but is much more abundant in the former than in 
the lattMT.* * ♦ ♦ 

Of wolves, there are the large brown wolf and the wolf 
of the idains, t>f which last there are two kinds, the lam 
and the small The large brown wolf inhabits the woo^f 
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ooantries on the borders of the Pacific, and the monntaim ^ 
on either side of the Columbia between the Great Falls 
and Rapids, and resembles in all points those of the United 
States* 

The large and small wolyes of the plains are principally 
Iband i^ the open country, and in the woodlands on its 
borders. They resemble, both in appearance and halnts, 
those of the plains of the Missouri, t ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The tiger-cat inhabits the borders of the plains and the 
woody regions in the neighbourhood of the Pacific. This 
animal is a size larger than the wild-cat of our conntiy, 
and much the same in form, agility, and ferocity. The 
colour of the back, neck, and sides is a reddish brown, ir- . 
regularly variegated with small spots of dark brown. The 
tail is about two inches long, and nearly white, except the 
extremity, which is black ; it terminates abruptly, as if it 
had been amputated. The belly is white, beautifully Ya- 
riegated with small black spots ; the legs are of the same 
colour with the sides; the back is marked transversdy 
with black stripes ; the ears are black on the outer side, 
covered with fine short hair except at the upper point, 
which is furnished with a pencil of hair, fine, straight, and 
black, and three fourths of an inch in length. The hair Hi 
this animal is longer and finer than that of the wild-cat of 
the United States ; and the skin of the animal is in great 
demand among the natives, as they form their robes of it 

Of foxes we saw several species. The large red fox 
of the plains, and the kit-fox, or small red fox of the plains, 
are the same on the Columbia as those on the banks of the 
Missouri. They are found almost exclusively in the open 
plains, or on the tops of brush within the level country. ♦ ♦ * 

The black fox, or, as it is called in the neighbourhood of 
Detroit, the fisher, is found in the woody country border- 
ing on the coast of the Pacific. How it should have ao* 
quired this appellation it is difllcult to imagine, as it oer* 
tainly does not live upon fish. These animals are exceed- 
ingly strong and active, and admirably expert in climbing, 
which they perform with the greatest ease, and bound 
from tree to tree in pursuit of the squirrel or raccoon, their 
most usual prey. Their colour is of a jetty black, exoe|il* 
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ing a small white spot npon the breast : the body is long, 
and the legs short, resembling those of the common turn- 
spit dog. The tail is remarkably long, and does not differ 
in other particulars from that of the ordinary fox. 

The silver fox is an animal very rare, even in the country 
it inhabits. We saw only the skins of this animal in the 
possession of the natives of the woody country below the 
Falls of the Columbia, which induced us to believe that it 
is confined to that country. From the skin, it appeared 
to be of about the size of the large red fox of the plains, 
resembling that animal in form, and particularly in the di- 
mensions of the tail. Its legs Captain Lewis conjectured 
to be somewhat larger. It has a long, deep, lead-coloured 
fur, intermixed with long hairs, either of a black or white 
colour at the tower part, and invariably white at the top, 
forming a most beautifiil silver gray. Captain Lewis 
thought this the most beautiful of the species, excepting 
one which he saw on the Missouri, near the Natural Falls. 
The antelope inhabits the great plains of the Columbia, 
and resembles those found on the banks of the Missouri, 
and, indeed, in every part of the untimbered country, but 
it is by no means as abundant on the west as on the east 
side of the Rocky Mountains. ^ * * 

The sheep is found in many places, but mostly in the 
timbered parts of the Rocky Mountains. It lives in great- 
er numbers on the chain of mountains forming the com- 
mencement of the woody country on the coast, and pass- 
ing the Columbia between the Falls and Rapids. We 
saw only the skins of this anhnal (whieh the natives 
dress with the wool on), ahd the blankets which they 
manufacture from the wool. The animal appears to be 
of about the size of our common sheep, and of a white 
colour ; the wool being fine on many parts of the body, 
but not equal in length to that of the domestic sheep. Chi 
the back, and particularly on the top of the head, the wool 
is intermixed with a considerable quantity of long straight 
hairs. From the Indian accounts, this animal has erect, 
pointed horns ; but one of our engages informed us that 
he had seen it in the Black Hills, and that its horns wero 
hmated, like those of the-common sheep.* **• 

* Joittiua,i.,140;ii.,179. 
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The beaver of these coantriee is large and fat, its flesH 
very palatable, and we considered it quite a hixnry. 0« 
the 7th of January, 1806, oar hunter found a beaver in his 
traps, from which he prepared a bait for taking others. This 
bait will entice the animid as tar as he can smell it, which 
may be fairly stated at a mile, as its sense of saaell is 
vary acute. To form this bait, the castor or bark-stens 
(so called from its having the smell of tanners' bark) is 
first gently pressed from Uie bladder-like bag which con- 
tains it into a vial of four ounces with a large mouth : fivs 
or six of these stones are thus taken, and there must bs 
added to them a nutmeg, a dozen or fifteen doves, and 
thirty grains of cinnamon, finely pulverized and stirred to- 
gether, with as much ardent spirits as will reduce ths 
wh<de to the consistency of mustard. The bottle must be 
then carefully corded, as the compound soon loses its effi- 
cacy if exposed to the open air. The scent becomes mock 
stronger in four or five days, and, provided proper precau- 
tion is taken, the compound will retain its virtue for nnrnths. 
Any strong aromatic spices will answer, as their only ob- 
iect is to give variety and pungency to the scent of the 
bark-stone. * * * The female beaver has young once is 
a year only, sometimes two and sometimes four at aiurth, 
and this is usually in the latter end of May and the begin- 
jking of June, at which time she is said to drive the ma)e 
from the lodge, as he would otherwise destroy her proge- 
ny. ♦♦ ♦ 

The common otter does not difier from those inhabiting 
other parts of America. 

The sea-otter resides only on the seacoast (Mr in the 
neighbourhood of salt-water. When fully grown, it at- 
tains the size of a large mastifi' dog. The ears are not an 
inch in length, thick, pointed, fleshy, and covered with short 
hair. The tail is about ten inches long, thick at the point 
of insertion, ahd partially covered with a deep fur on the 
upper side. The legs are very short, and covered with fur ; 
and the feet, which have five toes each, are broad, large, 
and webbed, and covered with short hair. The body of 
the animal is long, and of the same thickness throughout; 
and from the extremity of the tail to the nose measures 
•bout five feet. The colour is a uniform dark brown, and, 
when the animal is in goQd order and in season, it is per- 
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§&&Qj black. This animal is nnmalled for the beautj, 
richness, and softness of its fhr, the inner part of it, when 
opened, being lighter than the surface in its natural posi- 
tion ; and there are some black, shining hairs intermixed 
with it which are rather longer, and add much to its beau- 
ty. The fur in some of this species presents a lighter col- 
our, sometimes brown, about the ears, nose, and eyes. 
Their young are often seen of a cream-cdoured white 
about the nose, eyes, and forehead, which are always much 
lighter than the other parts, and the fur of these is mu<^ 
inferior to that of the full-grown animal. 

The mink inhabits the woody country bordering on the 
seacoast, and does not differ in any point from thc»e of the 
United States. 

The seal is found on the coast of the Pacific in great 
numbers, and as far up the Columbia as the Great Falls, 
none having been discovered beyond them. * * * 

The raccoon inhabits the woody districts bordering on 
the coast in considerable numbers, and is caught by the 
natives with snares or pitfalls ; but they hold its sUn in 
little or no estimation, and very seldom make it into robes. 

Of squirrels we saw several species. 

The large gray squirrel appears to inhabit a narrow tract 
of country, well covered with white-oak timber, situated 
on the upper side of the mountains, just below the Falls ot 
the Columbia; nor is it found except in tracts where 
there is this kind of timber, never appearing in districts 
where pine is most abundant. This annual is much su- 
perior in sixe to the common gray squirrel, resembling in 
Ibrm, colour, and size the fox-squirrel df the Atlantic 
States. The tail exceeds the whole length of the body 
and head : the eyes are dark ; the whiskers long and black ; 
tiie back, sides of the head and tail, and outward part of 
the legs, are all of a blue-coloured gray ; and the breast, 
heUjt and inner part of the body are of a pure white. The 
lianr is short, like that of the fox squirrel, though much 
finer, and intermixed with a portion of fur. The natives 
hM the skin of this animal in high estimation, and use it 
in makmg their robes. It subsists on aooms and filberts, 
the last growing in great abundance in the oak country. 

The small gray squirrel is common to every part of the 
Rocky Mountains where timber abounds. It differs from 
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tlw daik bpowB tqainel in eelomr oidiyv The ^nek, «ite| 
neck, head, taO, and outer part of the legB areftfalnwimr 
iah lead-ooloured gray^; the tail is sli^tly tinged with a 
dark reddish colour near the extremity of smuo of tte 
hairs ; the throat, breast, belly^and inner part, of the kfi 
are of the colour of tanners* oooe, and th^ is a narrow 
strip of black, commencing behind each shoulder, aad ef* 
tering longitudinally for about three inches, between tne 
colours of the sides and bdlj. Its habits are precisely 
those of the dark brown squinpd, and, like the lalter,.it is 
extremely nimble and active. 

Therein another species of aqniirel, evidently diatnct, 
which we denominated the burrowing sqjainreL It ift> 
habits the plains of the Columbia, and somewhat rsaqn y 
Mss^those fouad en the Miseoim. Its length is about one 
foot five inehea, of which the tail makes two and a half 
inches only: the neck and legs aise short, as me also 
the e«», which are obtusely pointed^ and lie^ cloae to the 
head» the aperture being Isurger thm is genendly 6mad 
among iHurrowing animals. The eyes are of a. medenia 
sixe,, the pupil being bladc^ and the ids of a dark soo^ 
brown : the whiskers are full, long, «id blaek;. the teeth* 
and, indeed, the whole ccmtour of the aaimdl^ rasenble 
^ose of the squirrel Each feoi has five tees,, te two 
inner ones of the fine feet bdng remaritahly short,. aaA 
armed with blunt nails, while the remaining toea on theaa 
feet are long, blaek, slight^ curved^ Md shaiply pointed. 
The hair of the tail is thick on.the sides ealy, whieh gsvei 
it a flat appearance, and a long» ovalfonm ; the tipa eC the 
hai( forming the outer edges of the tail being white». tfaa 
other extremity of a fox red; the under part of the tafl 
being of an iron-gray colour, and the upper part ef a naif 
dish brown. The lower part of the jaws, aad the undei 
part of the neck, legs, and fiset, from the body and heStf 
downward, are of a light brick red ; the noae and ^er oC 
a darker shade of the same colour ; and the upper part ef 
the head, neck and body, of a ciuioas brown gray« with, a 
slight tinge of brick red : the longer hairs of these paita 
are of a reddish white cdour at their extremitisfl^ and UJ^ 
ing together, give the animal a speckled appearanee. Theaa 
animals west of the mountains, like those on the Miaaoari, 
form large c om m uni ties^ occupying sometin^ea with thak 
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iMmows two kmdred acres of land : these burrowB ani 
M|»arate) and each contauM) perhapS) ten or twdye uihab» 
itiuits^ There is a little mound in front of the hole, form* 
ed of ^e earth thrown oat of the borrow, and frequent^ 
tiiere are three or four of these hotes, forming one barrow, 
ntmnd the base of the little monnds. Some of these 
mounds, which are about two feet in height and four in 
diaoneter,^xe occu{>ied as watch-towers by the inhabitants. 
Ae animals, one or morC) are irregolarfy distributed oyer 
the tract thus occupied, at the distance of from ten to forty 
yairds ; and when any one approaches, thej set up a shriU 
whistling soiuid, somewhat iresemUing iuteett tmety tweet^ 
wfaioh is the signal for their companions to take the alarm, 
nd retreat within thear intrenohmettts. They feed on the 
roots of grass, die. 

The sGoaU brown squirrd is a beautifhl little animal, about 
Che sise and ferm of the red squirrel of the eastern Atlan* 
tic 'States and along the Western lakes. The tail is as 
Isng as the bodr and neck) and in shape like that of the 
ted i«|Birrd. 'nie eyes are black, the whiskers long and 
hiaek, but not abundant ; the back, sides, head^ neck, and 
out^ part of the legs are of a reddish brown ; the throat, 
hrsast, b^y, and inner part of the legs of a pale red ; the 
tail is of a mixture of black and f<a-eoloured red, in which 
the black predooainates in the middle, and the other on tlie 
ttdges and extremity. The hair of the body is about an 
inch and a half long, and so fine and soft that it has the 
appearance of fur ; that of the tail is coarser, and double 
the length. This animal feeds chiefly on the seeds of dif- 
fbrent species of pine, and is always found in the pine 
tMNmtry. 

The ground squirrel we found in every part of the coun* 
try, and it differs in no respect from those of the United 
States. 

There n still another spedes, called l^ Captain Lewis 
the barking squirrel, found in the plains of the Missouri. 
Hiis animal commoidy weighs about three pounds : its 
Colour is a uniform br^t brick red and gray, the former 
predominating ; and the under side of the neck and belly 
are lighter thin the other parts of the body « The legs are 
short, and Uie breast and shoulders wide ; the h^d is 
•tiwt wbA nmcolar, tanahiates more bluntly, and Is wider 
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•nd flatter than that of the common sqdinrd; the ears an 
abort, and appear as though they had been cropped ; the 
jaw is fomished with a pcmch to contain his food, but it ia 
not so burge as that of the common squirrel ; the nose is 
armed with whiskers on each side, and a few long hairs 
are inserted on each jaw and directly over the eyes ; tha 
eye is small and black ; and each foot has fiTe toes, the 
two outer ones being much shorter than those in the 
centre. The two inner toes of the fore feet are long «nd 
sharp, and well adapted to digging and scratching. From 
the extremity of the nose to the end of the tail, this animal 
measures about one foot fire inches, of which the tail 
makes four inches. Notwithstanding the clumsiness of 
its foroif it is remarkably actiye, and digs in the ground 
with great rapidity. These animals reside in little subter* 
raneous villages like the burrowing sqnnid ; and although 
six or eight usually live together, they have btit one en- 
trance to their domicil. liieir hciea are of great deptl, 
and Captain Lewis once fcrilowed one to the depth of tern 
feet without reaching its termination: they will occupy 
in this manner several hundred acres of ground. Whea 
they are at rest their position is generally erect on their 
hinder feet and rump ; and they sit in this way seemu^^ 
with much confidence, barking at any intruder tluit may 
approach with a fretful and harmless intrepidity. The 
noise they make resembles that of the little pet-dog, the 
yelps being in quick and angry succession, attended bj 
rapid and convulsive motions, as if they were detenniBM 
to saUy forth in defence of their freehold. They feed oa 
the grass of their village, beyond the limits of which they 
never venture to pass. As soon as the frost commences 
they shut themselves up in their holes, and continue Uiere 
till the spring opens. The flesh of this animal is not un- 
pleasant. 

SewelUl is the name given by the natives to a small ani- 
mal found in the timbered country on the Pacific coast, 
though it is most abundant in the neighbourhood of the 
Great Falls and Rapids of the Columbia. 

The natives make great use of the skins of this aninud 
for robes, dressing them with the fur on, and sewing them 
together with the sinews of the elk or deer. When dress- 
ed, the skin is from fourteen to eighteen inches long, aad 
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tenia seren to nine in width ; and l^e ndtires always sdp- 
arate th6 tail from it when they make it into robes. TMs 
animal climbs trees and burrows in the ground precisdy 
like a squirrel. Its ears are short, thin, and pointed, and 
covered with a fine short hair of a uniform reddish brown : 
the bottom or base of the long hairs, which exceed the fur 
but little in length, as well as tlie fur itself, are of a dark 
cokmr n^ct to the skin for two thirds of the length of the 
animal ; the fur and hair are very fine, short, thick-set, and 
silky ; the ends of both being of a reddish brown, that col- 
our predominating generally in the appearance of the ani- 
mal. Although Captain Lewis offered a considerable re- 
vfkrd to the Indians for one of these animals, he could 
never procure one alive. 

The blmreau, so called by the French engages, appears 
to be of the civet species, and much resembles the common 
badger. These animals inhabit the open plains of the Co- 
lumbia, in some places those of the Missouri, and are oc- 
casionally found in the woods : they burrow in hard ground 
with surprismg ease and dexterity, and will cover them- 
B^es in a very few moments. They have five k>ng nails 
on each fooV; those on the fore feel being much the long- 
est, and one on^ each hind foot being double, as with the 
beaver. They weigh from fourtJeen to eighteen pounds. 
The body is long in ptoportion to its thickness : the fore 
legs are remarkably large and muscular, formed like those 
of the turnspit dog, and, as well as the hind legs, are short. 
They are broad across the shoulders and breast ; the neck 
is short, the month wide, and furnished with sharp, straij^ht 
teeth both above and below, vrith four vharp, straight, point- 
ed tusks, two in the upper and two in the lower jaw. The 
eyes are Mack and small; the whiskers placed in fotir 
points on each side near the nose, and on the jaws near 
the opening of the mouth ; the ears short and wide, s^ 
pearing as if a part had been cut off. The tail is about 
four inches in length, the hair on it being longest at the 
point of its junction with the body, and growmg shorter 
tin it ends in an acute point. The hair on the body is much 
longer on the sides and rump than on smy other part, 
which gives to the animal an apparent flatness,"* particular- 
ity when it rests upon its beUy. Hie hair is upward of 
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three inches in length, being longest on the ramp, wiieie 
tt extends so far towards the point of the tail that it con- 
ceals the shape of the hinder part of the body, giyln^ to it 
the appearance of a right-angled triangle, the point of 
the tail forming an acute angle : the small qnantttj of 
coarse fur intermixed with the hanr is of a reddish pale 
yellow. 

The rat inhabiting the Rocky Mountains, like those on 
the bordera of the Missouri in the neighbourhood of the 
mountains* is distinguished by having a t^il coyered with 
hair like the other parts of the body. * ♦ * The ordinaiy 
house rat we found on the banks of the Missouri as far up 
as the woody country extends ; and the rat first mention- 
ed Captain Lewis found in Georgia, and also in Madison's 
Cave in Virginia.* 

The mice which we saw are precisely the -same witfi 
those in the United States ; nor does the mole diflSsr in 
any respect from the species so common there. 

The panther is found in the great plains on the CohmH 
bia, on the western side of the Rocky Mountains, and on 
the coast of the Pacific. It is the same animal so well 
known on the Atlantic coast, and whioh is meet commoiiiy 
found on the frontiers or in the unsettled parts of the coun- 
try. ♦♦ ♦ 

The hare west of the Roeky Mountains inhabits the 
great plains of the Columbia ; and to the east of those 
mountains, ^e plains on the Missouriv It weighs firom 
seven to eleven pounds. The eye is large and pnnninent, 
the pupil being of a deep sea-green> and ocoupjing one 
third of its diameter ; and the iris is of a bright yellowisfa 
and silver colour. The ears are placed for back, very near 
each other, and the animal can dilate and throw them iat- 
ward, or contract or lay them upon its back, with sorpn- 
sing ease and quickness. The head, neck, back, shoul- 
ders, thighs, and outei part of the legs are of a lead cokmr ; 
the sides, as they approach the bdly, become graduaQr 
more white ; the belly, breast, and inner part of the kfi 
and thighs are white, with a light shade of lead colomr ; 
the tail is round and bluntly pointed, covered with wliite, 
soft, fine fiir, not quite so long as on the other parts of tlw 

* See Joonial, i., S44. 
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body ; and the body is coYered with a deep, fine) soft, close 
fur. The colours here described are those which the ani- 
mal assumes from the middle of April to the middle of No- 
Tember, being the rest of the year of a pure white, except 
the black and reddish brown of the ears, which never 
change. A few reddish brown spots are sometimes inter- 
mixed with the white, in February, on the head and the 
upper part of the neck and shoulders. The body of the 
aaimal is smaller and longer in proportion to its height 
than that of the rabbit. When it runs, it carries its tail 
straight behind ; it bounds with surprising agility ; is ex- 
tremely fleet, and neyer burrows or takes shelter in the 
ground when pursued. Its teeth are Uke those of the rab- 
bit, as is also its upper lip, which is divided as high as the 
nose. Its food is grass and herbs, and in winter it feeds 
much on the bark of several aromatic herbs growmg on 
the plains. Captain Lewis measured the leaps of this an- 
imal,, and found them generally irom eighteen to twenty- 
one feet : they are generally found separate, and are never 
seen to associate in greater numbers than two or three. 

The rabbit here is the same as those of our own^coun- 
try, and it is found both on the prairies and woodlands, 
but is not very abundant. 

The polecat is also found in every part of this country. 
It is very abundant in some parts on the Columbia, par- 
tieolariy in the neighbourhood of the Great Falls and Nar- 
rows of that river, where it lives in the cliffs, and feeds 
on the cffsH of the Indian fishing establishments. It is 
of the same species as those found in other parts of North 
America. 

Of the birds which we saw between the Rocky Mounts 
ains and ihe Pacific, we will first mention the grouse or 
prairie-hen. This bird frequents the great plains of the 
Columbia, and does not differ from those of the upper por- 
tion of the Missouri. Its tail is pomted, the feathers in 
the centre being much longer than those on the sides. 
This species differs essentially in the formation of its plu- 
mi^e from those of the Illinois, the tails of the latter be« 
ing composed of feathers of an equal length. In the win- 
ter season it is booted to the first joint of the toes, which 
are curiously bordered on their lower edges with narrow, 
hard scales, placed very close to each other, and extend* 
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hig hortzonUdly about an eighth of an inch on ea<^ side^ 
adding much to the broadness of the feet : a provision 
which bounteous Nature has furnished them for passing 
with more ease over the snows ; and, what is very remark- 
able, in the summer season these scales drop off. This 
bird has four toes on each foot, and its colour is a mixture 
of dark brown, reddish and yellowish brown, and white, 
confusedly blended. In this assemblage of colours, the 
reddish brown predominates on the upper parts of the body, 
wings, and tail, and the white on the belly, and the lower 
parts of the breast and tail. These birds associate in large 
flocks in autumn and winter, and even in summer are seen 
in companies of five or six. They feed on ffrass, insects, 
the leaves of various shrubs in the plains, and on the seeds 
of several species of speth and wild rye, which grow m 
the richer soils. In winter their food consists of the buds 
of the willow and cottonwood, and different berries. 

The cock of the plains is found m great abundance from 
the mouth of the southeast fork of the Columbia to that 
of Clarke*s River. Its size is about two and three quarter 
inches less than that of our ordinary turkey. The beak is 
large, short, curved and convex, the upper chap exceed- 
ing the lower : the nostrils are large, the back is black, 
and the colour of the rest of the bcxly of a uniftNrm mix- 
ture of dark brown, and a reddish and yelkninth brown, 
with some small black specks. In this mixture the dark 
brown predominates, and has a slight cast of the dove- 
colour : the wider side of the large feathers of the wings 
are dark brown, without any other shade. The tail is 
composed of nineteen feathers, that in the centre being 
th'3 It ngest, and the other nine on each side of it grad- 
ually diminishing. When folded, the tail comes to a 
very sharp point, and appears long compared with the 
body. In the act of flying, the tail appears like that of 
the wild pigeon, but the motk>n of the wings closely re- 
sembles that of the pheasant and grouse. This 'bird 
has four toes on each foot, of which the hindmost is the 
shortest, and the leg is covered with feathers about half 
way from the joint to the foot. When its wings are ex- 
panded there are wide openings betwe^i the feathers, the 
phimage being too narrow to fin up the qMoe ; and the 
wiogB are skort compared with those of the grouae or 
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ptieasant. The habits of the bird resemble those of the 
grouse, excepting that it feeds on the leaf and buds of the 
pulpy-leafed thorn^ Captain Lewis did not remember to 
have seen it but in the neighbourhood of a shrub which 
they also sometimes feed on, the prickly pear. The giz-' 
zard is large, much less compressed and muscular than in 
most birds, and perfectly resembles a craw. When the. 
bird flies it utters a cackling sound, not unlike that of the 
dunghill fowl. Its flesh is dark, and only tolerable in point 
of flavour, being less palatable than that of the pheasant 
or grouse. The feathers about the head are pointed, stifi^ 
and short, and fine and stiflT about the ears ; at the base 
of the beak there are several hairs. This bird is invaria • 
bly found in the plams. 

Of pheasants we observed the large black and white 
pheasant, the small speckled pheasant, and the small brown 
pheasant. 

The large black and white pheasant diflTers but little 
from that of the United States, the brown being rather 
brighter, with a more reddish tint. This bird has eighteen 
feathers in the tail, about six inches in length. He is boot- 
ed to the toes, and the two tufls of long black feathers on 
each side of the neck are no less observable than in the 
male of this species inhabiting the United States. The 
feathers on the body are of a dark brown, tipped with white 
and black, the black predominating, while the white are ir- 
regularly intermixed with the black and dark brown in 
every part, though in greater proportion about the neck, 
breast, and belly ; and this mixture makes the bird resem- 
ble that kind of dunghill fowlwhiph the housewives of our 
country .call Domminicker. On the breast of some the 
white predominates. The tufts on the neck leave a space 
about two and a half inches long and one wide, where no 
feathers grow, though it is concealed by the plumage on 
the higher and under parts of the neck ; this space ena- 
bles them to contract or dilate the feathers on the neck 
with more ease. The eye is dark, the beak black, curved, 
and somewhat pointed, the upper chap exceeding the un- 
der one ; and a narrow vermillion stripe runs along above 
each eye, not protuberant, but uneven, with a number of 
minute rounded dots. The bird feeds on wild fruits, par- 
ticularly the berry of the sacacommUf and inhabits excla- 
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Kwely the poition of &e Rodcy Mountains watered by tiie 
Coiumbia. 

The small speckled pheasant is found in the same dis- 
trict as the foregoing, and differs from it only in size and 
colour. It is but half the size of the black and white 
pheasant, associates in much larger flocks, and is very 
gentle ; the black in its colour is more predominant, and 
the dark brown feathers are less frequent ; the mixture of 
white is also more general on every part. This bird is 
smaller than our pheasant, and the body more round ; the 
flesh both of this and the last-named species is dark, and, 
with our means of cooking, was not well flavoured. 

The small brown pheasant inhabits the same country, 
and is of the same size and shape as the speckled pheas^ 
ant, which he resembles also in his habits. The stripe 
above the eye in this species is scarcely perceptible, and is 
found, when closely examined, to be of a yellow or orange 
colour instead of Vermillion, as in the other species. The 
colour of the bird is a uniform mixture of dark yellowish 
brown, with a slight sprinkling of brownish white on the 
breast and belly, and under the tail ; and in its whole ap- 
pearance it much resembles the common quail. It is 
booted to the toes, and its flesh is preferable to that of the 
two preceding. 

The buzzard is, we believe, the largest bird of North 
America. One taken by our hunters, and not in good coii- 
dition, weighed twenty-five pounds. Between the extrem- 
ities of the wings he measured nine feet two inches ; from 
the extremity of the beak to the toe, three feet nine and a 
half inches; and froin the hip to the toe, two feet. The 
circumference of the head was nine and three quarter inch- 
es ; that of the neck, seven and a half inches ; and that of 
the body, two feet three inches. The diameter of the eye 
was four and a half tenths of an inch ; the iris is of a pale 
scarlet red, and the pupil of a deep sea-green. The head 
and part of the neck are without feathers ; the tail is com- 
posed of twelve feathers of equal length, each being about 
fourteen inches ; the thigh is covered with feathers as low 
as the knee, and the legs are naked, and not entirely 
smooth. The toes are four in number, three forward, and 
that m the centre much the largest ; the fourth is short, 
inserted near the inner part of the three others, and rather 
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fvojeoting forward ; the top or upper part of the toes is im- 
bricated with broad scales lying transversely, and the nails 
are blacky short, and bluntly pointed. The under side of 
the mug is covered with white down and feathers; a 
white stripe of about two inches in width marks the outer 
part of the wing, embracing the lower points of the plu- 
mage, and covering the joint; and the remainder is of a 
dee|i black. The skin of the beak and head to the joining 
of the neck is of a pale orange colour, and the other part 
destitute of plumage is of a light flesh colour. It is not 
JuMwn that this bird preys upon living animals : we have 
«een him feeding on the remains of the whale and other 
fish thrown upon the coast He was not seen by any of 
the party until we had descended below the Great Falls of 
the Ck>lumbia, and he ih believed to be of the vulture 
genus, although he lacks some of the characteristics, par- 
ticularly 'the hair on the neck and the plumage on the 
legs. 

The robin is an inhabitant of the Rocky Mountains. 
The beak of this bird is smooth, black, and convex ; the 
upper chap exceeds the other in length, and a few small 
black hairs garnish the sides of its base. The eye is of a 
uniform deep sea-green colour; the legs, feet, and talons 
are white, the longest claw, including the talon, being of 
the same length as the leg: these are slightly imbricated, 
4;urved, and sharply pointed. The crown, from the beak. 
back to the neck, embracing more than half the circum- 
leience of the neck, and the back and tail, are all of a blti- 
isb dark brown ; the two outer feafthers of the tail being 
dashed with white neartheir tips, though imperceptible when 
the tail is folded. A fine Mack forms the ground of the 
wings ; two stripes of the same colour pass on either side 
ef the head, from the base of the beak to the upper edge of 
the eye; and a third stripe of the same extends from the 
sides of the neck to the tips of the wings, across the crop, 
in the form of a gorget. The throat, neck, breist, and 
belly are of a fine brick red, tinged with yellow, a narrow 
stripe of which colour commences just above the centre 
of each eye, extending backward to the neck till it comes 
in contact with the black stripe before mentioned, to 
which it answers as a border. The first and second 
raoiges of feathers eoyering the jomt of the wing next to 
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the body are beautifully tipped with brick red, as is i 
each large feather of the wing on the short side of its plo- 
mage. This beautiful little bird feeds on berries. It in- 
habits exclusively the woody country : we never heard its 
note, which might be owing to the coldness of the season. 

The crow and raven are exactly the same in aiq)earanee 
and note as those on the Atlantic, expept that they are 
much smaller on the Columbia. 

Neither do the hawks of the Pacific coast differ from 
those of the United States. * * * With the crows and ra- 
vens, they are common to every part of the country, their 
nests being found in the high chffs along the whole course 
of the Columbia and its southeastern branches. 

The large blackbird is the same as those of our coud- 
try, and is found everywhere west of the mountains. 

The large hooting owl we saw only on the Kooskooskee, 
near the Rocky Mountains. It is ^e same in form and 
size as the owl of the United States, though its colours^ 
particularly the reddish brown, appear deeper and brighter. 

The turtle-dove and the robin (except the Columbian 
robin already described) do not differ from those of the 
Umted States, and are found both in the plains and in the 
common broken country. 

The magpie most generally inhabits the open oounftiy, , 
and resembles those of the Missouri. 

The large woodpecker or laycock,. the lark woodpecker, 
and the common small white woodpecker with a red head, 
are found only in the timbered lands, and differ in no re- 
spect from birds of the same species in the United States, 

The lark, which frequents the plains only, and is not 
unlike what is called in Virginia the okl-field lark, is the 
same with those seen on the Missquri. 

The fly-catcher is of two species. 

The body of the first is small, of a reddish brown col- 
our, with some fine black spedis ; the tail and neck are 
short, and the beak is pointed. This is of the same spe- 
cies as that which remains all the winter in Virginia, 
where it is sometimes called the wren. It is the smaUest 
bird we saw except the humming-bird. 

The back, head, neck, wing, and tail of the second spe- 
cies are of a yellowish brown ; the breast and belly y^ 
lowish white. The tail is short like that of the wren, but 
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ttm bird itself is a size smaller than the wren : the beak is 
straight, pointed, convex; rather large at the base, and the 
chaps are of equal length. Both these species are found 
exclusively in the woody country. 

The blue-crested and the small white-crested corvus are 
confined to the pine country, as wdl on the Rocky Mount- 
ains as along tlie Pacific coast. 

The snipe of the marshes and the common sand-snipe, 
the bat, and ihe white woodpecker, are of the same species 
as those in the United States.* * ♦ 

The black woodpecker is fonnd in most parts of the 
Rocky Mountains, and in the western and southwestern 
mountains. It is about the size of the lark woodpecker 
or turtle-dove, though his wings are longer than those of 
either of these. The beak is -an inch in length, black, 
cmred at the base, and sharply pointed, with the chaps of 
equal length ; and around its base, including the eye and 
a small part of the throat, there is a fine crimson red. 
The neclC as low down as the crop in front, is of an iron 
gray ; the belly and breast present a curioos mixture of 
i^ite and blood-red, which has much the appearance of 
paint, the red predominating ; the top of the head, the 
back and sides, and the upper surface of the wings and 
tail, appear of a glossy green in a certain exposure to the 
light, and the under side of the wings and tail is of a sooty 
b&ck. The tail has ten feathers, sharply pointed, those in 
the centre being the longest, or about two and a half inch- 
es in length. The tongue is barbed and pointed, and of an 
elastic, cartilaginous substance ; the eye is rather large, 
the pupil black, and the iris of a dark yellowish brown. 
The movements of this bird when flying, and also its notes, 
resemble those of the small red-headed woodpecker com- 
mon in the United States. The pointed tail renders it es- 
sential service in retaining its resting position against the 
perpendicular sides of trees. The legs and feet are black, 
and covered with wide imbricated scales ; and it has four 
toes on each foot, two extending back and two forward, 
the nails of which are much curved, pointed, and veiy 
sharp. It feeds on bugs and other insects. 

The calumet eagle is sometimes found on the western 
side of the Rocky Mountains, as Captain Lewis was in- 
tonoed by the natives, in whose possession he saw their 

DigitizeobyVoiOU^lt: 



358 APPENDIX* 

Sluma^. They are of the same species as those on the 
lissouri, and are the most beautiful of all the eagles in 
America. The colours are black and white, richly trarie- 
gated. The tail feathers (so highly prized by the ladians) 
are twelve in number, of unequal length, and white to 
within two inches of their extremities, where they sudden- 
ly change to a jetty black. The wings have a large circu- 
lar white spot in the middle, which is only visible when 
they are extended ; and th« body is variously marked with 
black and white. In form they resemble the bald eagle, 
but are rather smaller, and fly with much greater rapidity. 
This bird is feared by all his carnivorous competitors, 
which, on his approach, instantly abandon the carcass on 
which Uiey had been feeding. The female breeds in the 
most inaccessible parts of the mountains, where she makes 
her summer residence, and descends to the plains only in 
the fall and winter seasons. The natives are constantly 
on the watch for them at these seasons, and so highly is 
their plumage prized by the Mandans, the Minnetarees, and 
the Ricaras, that for the tail feathers of two of these birds 
they will give a good horse or gun ; and among the Great 
and Little Osages, and the nations inhabiting countries 
where the bird is more rarely seen, the price is even double 
this. With these feathers the Indians decorate the stems 
of theur sacred pipes or calumets, whence the name of cal- 
m^et given to the bird is derived. The Ricaras otlen do- 
mesticate this bird for the purpose of obtaining its plumage. 
The natives also fasten these feathers in their hair, deco- 
rate their war caps or bonnets with them, and attach them 
to the manes and tails of their favourite horses. 

As we were near the coast only during the winter, many, 
of the aquatio birds may have retired from the cold, and 
been lost to oiur observation. We saw, however, the laige 
blue and brown heron ; the fish-hawk ; the blue-crested 
fisher ; several species of gulls ; the cormorant ; two spe- 
cies of loons ; brant of two kinds ; geese ; swan, and sev- 
eral species of ducks. 

The large blue and brown herons, or cranes» as they 
are usually termed, are found on the Columbia below tide- 
water, and differ in no respect from the same species in 
the United States. The same remark will apphr to th© 
fish-hawk and the blue-crested or king fisher, both of which 
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^Th found eveiywhere on the Columbia and its tributsh7 
Waters. 

Of gulls we noticed four species on the coast and riTer, 
all common to the United States. 

The cormorant is, properly speaking, a large black duck 
that feeds on fish ; and Captain Lewis could perceive uq 
difference between this bird there and those frequenting 
the Potomac and other rivers on the Atlantic coast. 
Of loon there were two spdcies, the first, or speckled 
' loon, being found on all the rivers west of the mountains, 
and of the same si2e, colour, and form as those of the At- 
lantic coast. 

The second species we saw at the Falls of Cdumbia, 
and from thence downward to the ocean. This bird is not 
more than half the size of the other : its neck is long, slen* 
der, and white ; the plumage on the body, and on the top 
of the head and neck, is of a dun or ash colour; the 
breast and belly are white ; the beak is like that of the 
speckled loon ; and, like it, it cannot fly, but flutters along 
on the surface of the water, or dives when pursued. 

The brant are of three kinds : the white, the brown, and 
the pied. 

The white brant are very common on the shores of the 
Pacific, where they remain in vast numbers during the 
winter ; and, like the swan-geese, feed on the grass, roots, 
and seeds which grow in the marshes.* * ♦ * 

The brown brant are nearly of the same colour, size, 
and form as the white, only that their wings are consider- 
ably longer and more pointed. The plumage on the upper 
part of the body, neck, head, and tail resembles in colour 
that of the Canadian goose, though somewhat darker, from 
some dark feathers being irregularly scattered throughout ; 
tieither have they the same white on the neck and sides 
of the head as the goose, nor is the neck darker than the 
body; though, like the goose, they have some white 
feathers on the rump at the insertion of th^-^ tail. The 
beak is dark, as are also the legs and feet, with a greenish 
cast ; the breast and belly are of a lighter colour than the 
baokt and are also irregulariy spotted with dark brown and 
black feathers, which give it a pied appearance ; the Ae^ 

* For detcriptioo, tee Joonul, i., 104. 
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li darker and better than that of the goose. * « • Theie 
is no difference between this bird and the brant ao common 
OB the lakes, the Ohio, and the Mississippi. 

The pied brant weighs about eight and a half pounds, 
differing from the ordinary pied brant in its wings« whi<^ 
are neither so long nor so pointed. * * * Its note is also 
much liiie that of the common pied brant, from which, in 
fact, it is not to be distinguished at a distance, althoogh it 
is certainly of a distinct species. * * * 

Of geese there are two kinds, the large and small. The 
large goose is like our ordinary wild or Canadian goose : 
the small is rather less than the brant, which it resembles 
in the head and neck, which are larger in proportion than 
those of the goose ; the beak is likewise thicker and short- 
er, and its note is similar to that of the tame goose. In 
all other points it resembles the larger kind, with which it 
80 frequently associates that it was some time before we 
diBCovered it to be a distinct species.* 

There are also two kinds of swan, the large and the 
small. The large swan is the same as that in the Atlantic 
States : the small differs from it only in size and in note, 
it being about one fourth less, and its note entirely differ- 
ent. The note, which is as loud as that of the large spe- 
cies, begins with a kind of whistling sound, terminating in 
a round, full tone, loudest at the end, whence it might be 
denominated the whistling-swan. Its habits, colour, and 
contour appear to be precisely like those of the larger 
kind. This bird was first found bek>w the Great Narrows 
of the Columbia, near the Chilluckittequaw nation : they 
were Tery abundant about the coast, and remained tbfre 
all the winter, being five times as numerous as those of 
the large species. 

Of ducks there are many kinds : the dockinmaDard, the 
canvass-back duck, the red- headed fishing duck, the Uack 
and white duck, the little brown duck, the black duck, two 
qNJcies of divers, and the blue- winged teal. 

The dttckinmallard, or common large duck, resembles 
the domestic duck, is veiy abundant, and found on every 
part of the Columbia below the mountains. * • * 

The canvaas-back duck is a most beautifiil bird> and; as 

* J<MUBal,i.,lM. 
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is well known, very delicioas to the palate. It is found ia 
considerable numbers at the mouth of the Columbia. It 
is of the same species as those in the Delaware, Susque- 
hannah, and Potomac, and of equally fine flarour. * * * 

The red-headed fishing-duck is common to every part of 
the nyer, and was the only duck we saw on the waters of 
the Columbia within the Rocky Mountains. It is the same 
in eyery respect as those on the Atlantic coast. 

The black and white duck is small, and of a size larger 
than the teal. The male is beautifully variegated with 
black and white ; the white occupying the breast and back, 
ttie tail, the feathers of the wings, and two tufts of feath- 
ers which cover the upper part of the wings when folded, 
and likewise the neck and head : the female is the largest. 
This is believed to be of the same species as the duck 
common on the Atlantic coast, called the butter-box. The 
beak is wide and short, and, as well as the legs, of a d^tk 
colour : its flesh is extremely well flavoured. * * • 

The black duck found on the Columbia is the same as 
Captain Lewis noticed on many parts of the Ohio andMis- 
* sissippi Rivers ; and the divers and the blue-winged teal 
resemble in all respects those of the United States. 

The fish we saw on the coast and in the Columbia were 
the whale, porpoise, skait, flounder, salmon, red char, two 
species of salmon trout, mountain or speckled trout, bot- 
Uenose, anchovy, and sturgeon. 

The whale is sometimes pursued and taken with the 
harpoon by the Indians, but is much more frequently kill- 
ed by running against the rocks in violent stonns, and 
thrown on shore by the wind and tide. * * * 

The porpoise, skait, and flounder are the same as those 
foond on the Atlantic coast. 

The common salmon and red char are inhabitants both 
of the sea and rivers. The former are usually the largest, 
and weigh from five to fifteen pounds. They are found in 
all the rivers and little creeks on the western, ^ide of the 
continent, and the natives are greatly indebted to them for 
their subsistence. The body of the fish is from two and a 
hidf to three fleet long, proportionably broad, and covered 
with imbricated scales of a moderate siae : the eye is 
large, the iris of a silvery colour, and the pupil black ; 
the rostram or nose extends beyond th(» under jaw, and 
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both jaws are armed with a single series of long teeth* 
which are subulate and inflected near the extremities of 
the jaws, where they are also more closely arranged ; they 
have also some sharp teeth of smaller size, and sharp 
points on the tongue, which is thick and fleshy. The fins 
of the back are two : the first is placed nearer the head 
tiian the ventral fins, and has several rays ; while the sec- 
ond ia far back, near the tail, and has no rays. The flesh 
of this fish, when in order, is of a deep flesh-coloured red, 
and of every shade from that to an orange yellow, but 
when very meagre it is almost white. The roe is in high 
estimation among the natives, who dry it in the sun, and 
preserve it for a great length of tiihe. * * * 

The red char is rather broader in proportion to its length 
than the common salmon. The scjedes are also imbrica- 
ted, but rather larger ; the rostrum extends far beyond the 
under jaw, and the teeth are neither so large nor numerous 
as those of the salmon. Some, of these fish are almost 
entirely red on the belly and sides ; others are much whi- 
ter than the salmon, and none of them are variegated with 
dark spots, though in regard to their flesh, roe, and eveiy 
particular with regard to form, they are like that fish. 

Of sahnon trout we observed two kinds, diflfering only 
in colour. They- are seldom more than two feet in 
length, and are much narrower in proportion to their 
length than the sahnon or red char. The jaws are near- 
ly of the same length, and are furnished with a single se- 
ries of subulate, straight teeth, neither as long nor as lai|^ 
as those of the salmon. The mouth is wide, and on the 
tongue there are also some teeth : the fins are placed much 
like those of the salmon. At the Great Falls we found 
this fish of a silvery white colour on the bdly and sides, 
and of a bluish light brown on the back and head. The 
other kind is of i^ tok colour on its back, and its sides and 
belly are yellow, with transverse stripes of dark brown ; a 
little red being sometimes intermixed with these colours 
on the belly and sides towards the head. The eye, flesh, 
and roe are like those of the salmon. 

The white species found below the Falls weie in excel- 
lent order when the salmon were entirely out of season, 
juid not fit for use : they associate with the rod char in 
little rivulets and creeks. This fish is about two foete^ 
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inches in length, and weighs about teqi pounds : the eye is 
moderately l^ge, the pupil black, with a small admixture 
of yellow, and the ins of a silvery white, a little tinged 
near its border with a yellowish brown. The fins are 
small in proportion to the size of the fish, and are bony, 
though not pointed, except the tail and back fins, which 
are slightly so. The prime back fin and the ventral ones 
contain each ten rays ; those of the gills, thirteen ; that of 
the tail, twelve ; and the small fin placed near and above 
the tail has no bony rays, but is a tough, flexible substance, 
covered with a smooth skin. It is thicker in proportion to 
its width than the salmon : the tongue is thick and fimi, 
armed on each border with small subulate teeth in a single 
series, and the teeth and the mouth are as before described. 
Neither this fish nor the salmon are caught with the hook, 
nor do we know on what they feed. 

The mountain er speckled trout is found in the waters 
df the Columbia within the mountains. It is the same as 
those in the upper part of the Missouri, but is not so abun- 
dant : we never saw this fish below the mountams. 

The bottlenose is the same as that seen in the Missouri, 
and is found exclusively within the mountains. 

The anchovy, called by the natives oUhenj is so delicate 
a fish that it soon becomes tainted unl^ pickled or 
smoked. The Indians ran a small stick through the gills, 
and either hang them up to dry in the smoke of their 
lodges, or kincUe small fires under them for this pur- 
pose. * ♦ ♦ 

Of shellfish we observed the clam, the periwinkle, the 
common muscle, the cockle, and a species with a circular 
flat shell. The clam of the Pacific coast is very small ; 
the shell consisting of two valves opening with hinges, and 
being smooth, thin, of an oval form like that of the common 
muscle, and of a sky-blue colour. It is about one and a 
half inches in length, and hangs in clusters to the moss of 
the rocks : the natives sometimes eat them. The per- 
iwmkle, both of the river and the ocean, is similar to 
those found in the same situation on the Atlantic coast 
The common muscle of the river is the same as that 
in the rivers on the Atlantic : the cockle is small, and 
also closely resembles that in the Atlantic. There is 
likewise an animal inhabiting a shell that is perfectly cir« 
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oular, about three inches in diameter, thin and entire ob 
the margin, convex and smooth on the upper side, plain 
on the under part, and covered with a number of minute 
capillary fibres, by means ^,t which it attaches itself to the 
sides of the rocks. The shell is thin, and consists of one 
valve, with a small circular valve in the centre of the 
under shell : the animal is soft and boneless. 

The pellucid jelly-like substance, called the sea-nettle, is 
found in great abundance along the strand of the Pacific, 
where it is thrown up by the waves and tide. 

There are two species of fuci thrown up in this manner. 
The first species consists, at one extremity, of a large ves- 
icle or hollow vessel, which will contain from one to two 
gallons : it is of a conic shape, the base of which forms the 
extreme end, and is convex and globular, having in its 
centre some short, broad, angular fibres- Its substance is 
of about the consistence of the rind of a citron melon, and 
three fourths of an inch thick ; the rind being smooth from 
the small extremity of the cone. A long, hollow, cylindri^ 
cal, and regularly tapering tube extends to twenty or thirty 
feet, and terminates in a number of branches, which are 
flat, half an inch in width, and rough, particularly on the 
edges, where they are furnished with a number of little 
ovate vesicles or bags of the size of a pigeon's egg. This 
plant seems calculated to float at each extremity, while 
the little end of the tube, from whence the branches pro- 
ceed, lies deepest in the water. The other species, seen 
on the coast towards the Killamucks, resembles a large 
pumpkin : it is solid, and its specific gravity greater than 
the water, though sometimes thrown on shore by the 
waves. It is of a yellowish brown colour, the rind smooth, 
and its consistence harder than that of the pumpkin, but 
easily cut with a knife : there are some dark brown fibres, 
rather harder than any other part, which pass longitu- 
dinally through the pulp or fleshy substance which forma 
the interior of this marine production. 

The reptiles we saw in the country west of the Rocky 
Mountains are the rattlesnake,* the gartersnake, the hi" 
ard, and the snail. 

The gartersnake appears to belong to the same family 

* See Joonial, i., 903. 
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•8 the common gartenniiake of the Atlantic coast, and, like 
that snake, it has no poisonous qualities. It has one hun- 
dred and sixty scutl on the abdomen, and seventy on the 
tail : those on the abdomen near the head and jaws, as 
high as the eye, are of a bluish white, and as they recede 
from the head they become of a dark brown. The field 
of the back and sides is black : a narrow stripe of light yel- 
low runs along the centre of the back ; and on each side 
of this stripe there is a range of small, tranverse, oblong 
spots, of a pale brick red, diminishing as they recede from 
the head, and disappearing at the commencement of the 
tail. The pupil of the eye is black, with a narrow ring of 
white bordering on its edge, and the remainder of the iris 
is of a dark yeUowish brown. 

The hom^ lizard, called, and for what reason we could 
never learn, the prairie buffalo, is a native of the country 
west of the mountains, as well as on the Missouri : it is of 
the same size, and much the same in appearance, as the 
black lizard.* 

The vegetable productions of the country on the Colum- 
l>iat furnishing a large proportion of the food of the natives, 
are the roots of a species of thistle, the fern, rush, Uquo- 
rice, and a small cylindrical root resembling in flavour and 
consistency the sweet potato. 

The thistle, called by the natives thanataque, grows in 
a deep, rich, dry loam, with a considerable mixture of 
sand. The stem is simple, ascending, cylindric, and his- 
pid, and rises to the height of three or four feet. The can- 
line leaf is simple, crenate, and oblong, rather more ob- 
tuse at its apex than at its insertion, decurrent, and its^ po- 
sition declining, while its margin is armed with prickles, 
and its disk hairy. The flower was dry and mutilated 
when we saw it, but the pericarp seemed to be much like 
that of the common thistle. The root-leaves, which still 
possessed their verdure, and were about half grown, were 
of a pale green colour. The root, which is the only part 
used, is from nine to fifteen inches long, about the size of 
a man's thumb, perpendicular, fusiform, and with from two 
to four radicles ; the rind being of a brown colour, and 
aomewhat rough. When first taken from the earth it is 

* For fiutlMr acooiint,«M Joamal, ii^ 980. 
Hh2 

DigitizeobyVnOOgle 



366 APPENDIX. 

white, and nearly as crisp as a carrot, and in this state is 
sometimes eaten without any preparation. But when pre- 
pared by the same process as that used for the pasheeo 
niamathf which is the most usual and the best method, it 
oecomes black, and is much improved in flayouf. Its taste 
is exactly like that of sugar, and it is the sweetest vege- 
table eaten by the Indians. . After being baked in the kiln, 
it is eaten either simply or with train oil; sometimes 
pounded fine and mixed with cold water, until it is re- 
duced to the consistence of sagamity^ or Indian mush, 
which last was the most agreeable to our palates. 

Three species of fern grew in the neighbourhood of our 
winter encampment at the mouth of the Ck)lumbia, but the 
root of only one is eaten. It is very abundant in those 
parts of the open lands and prairies which have a deep, 
loose, rich, black loamr without any sand, where it attains 
the height of four or five feet, and is a beautiful plant, of a 
fine green colour in summer. The stem, which is smooth, 
cylindric, and slightly grooved on one side, rises erectly 
for about half its height, when it divides into two branches, 
or, rather, long footstalks, which put forth in pairs from 
jone side only, and near the edges of the groove, declining 
backward from the grooved side. These footstalks them- 
selves are likewise grooved and cylindric ; and as they 
gradually taper towards the extremities, put forth others 
of a smaller size, which are alternate, and have forty or 
fifty alternate, pinnate, hotizontal, and sessile leaves. The 
leaves are multipartite for half the length of their footstalk, 
when they assume the tongue-hke form altogether ; being 
also revolute, with the upper disk smooth, and the lower 
resembling cotton. The top is annual, and was therefore 
dead when we saw it, but it produces neither flower nor 
fruit. The root is perennial, and grows horizontally, 
sometimes a little diverging or obliquely descending, and 
frequently dividing itself as it extends, and shooting up a 
number of stems. It lies about four inches under the sur- 
face of the earth, is of a cylindrical form, with few or no 
radicles, and varies from the size of a goose-quill to that 
of a man»s finger. The bark is black, thin, brittle, and 
rather rough, and easily separates in flakes from the p»t 
which is eaten, being divided in the centre into two parts 
toy a strong, flat, white ligament, like a piece of thin tapes 
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OD eadi side of which is a white substance, resembling, 
after the root is roasted, both in appearance and flavour, 
the dough of wheat. It has a piuigency, however, which 
was disagreeable to us, though the natives eat it voracious- 
ly, and it seems to be very nutritious. 

The rush is most commonly used by the Killamucks and 
other Indians along the seacoast, on the sands of which it 
grows in greatest abundance. From each root a single 
stem rises erectly to the height of three or four feet, some- 
what thicker than a large quill, hollow and jointed : about 
twenty or thirty long, Uneal, stellate, or radiate and hori- 
zontal leaves surround the stem at each joint, about haU* 
an inch above which its stem is sheathed like the sand- 
rush. When green it resembles that plant also in appear- 
ance, as well as in having a rough stem. It is not branch- 
ing, nor does it bear, as far as we could discover, either 
flower or seed. At the bottom of this stem, which is an- 
nual, is a strong radicle, about an inch long, descending 
perpendicularly to the root ; while just above the junction 
of this radicle with the stem, the latter is surrounded, in 
the form of a wheel, with six or nine other radicles de- 
scending obliquely. The root attached to the perpendicu- 
lar radicle is a perennial solid bulb, about an inch long, and 
of the thickness of a man's thumb, of an ovate form, de- 
pressed on one or two of its sides, and covered with a thin, 
smooth, black rind : the pulp is white, brittle, and easily 
masticated. It is commonly roasted, though sometimes 
eaten raw, but in both states is rather an insipid root. 

The liquorice of this country does not differ from that 
common in the United States. It here delights in a deep, 
loose, sandy soil, and grows very large and abundantly. 
It is prepared by being roasted in the embers, and pounded 
slightly with a small stick, in order to separate from it the 
strong ligament in its centre, which is thrown away, and 
the rest is eaten. Prepared in this way it has an agreea- 
ble flavour, not unlike that of the sweet potato.* The root 
of the cattail, or cooper's flag, is likewise eaten by the In- 
dians ; and also a small, dry, tuberous root, two inches ia 
iength, and about the thickness of the finger; this is eaten 
law, and is crisp, milky, and of an agreeable flavour. 

* SMJoiinid,iL,lUw 
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Besides the smidi cylindrical root mentioned aboTe, there 
is another of the same form and appearance, which is asa- 
aliy boiled, and eaten with train oil. Its taste, howeTer, 
is disagreeably bitter. 

But the most valuable of all the Indian roots is the wop- 
fatoo, or the bulb of the common sagittifolia, or arrow- 
nead. It does not grow near the mouth of the Columbia, 
but is found in great abundance in the marshy grounds c^ 
that beautiful valley, which extends from near the Quick- 
sand River seventy miles westward, and is a principal ar- 
ticle of tnule between the inhabitants of that valley and 
those of the seacoast. 

This shrub rises to the height of four or five feet, the stem 
being simple and much branched. The bark is of a red- 
dish dark brown, being on the main stem somewhat rough, 
while on the boughs it is smooth : the leaf is obtuse at the 
apex, and acute and angular at the insertion of the pedicle; 
three fourths of an inch in length, and three eighths in 
width, smooth, and of a paler green than evergreens gen- 
erally are. The fruit is a small deep purple beriy, of a 
pleasant flavour ; the natives eat the berry when ripe, but 
seldom collect it in quantities to dry for winter use.* 

The native fruits and berries in most general use among 
the Indians are the shaUurif the solme^ the cranbeny, a 
berry like the black haw, the scariet berry of the plant 
called sacacommisj and a purple berry like the whortle- 
berry. 

The skallun is an evergreen plant, abounding near the 
mouth of the Columbia, and its leaves are the &vourite 
food of the elk. It is of a thick growth, rising cylindrical- 
ly to the height of three, and sometimes five feet, and va- 
rying from the size of a goose-quill to that of a man's 
thumb. The stem is simple, .branching, reclining, and 
partially flexuose, with a bark which, on the older part, ia 
of a reddish brown colour, while the younger branches are 
red where exposed to the sun, and green elsewhere. The 
leaf is three fourths of an inch in length, two and a half in 
breadth, and of an oval form ; the upper disk being of a 
l^ossy deep green, and the under of a pale green. Hie 
fruit is a deep purple beny about the size of a commoii 

* See JMinal, iL, U, ITl. 
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Hack cherry, oral, and rather bluntly pointed : the peri- 
carp is dividedv into five acute angular points, and envel- 
ops a soft pulp containing a great number of small brown 



The solme is a small pale red berry, the production of a 
I^nt resemblmg in size and shape that which produces 
the firuit called in the United States Solomon's seal-berry, 
the berry being attached to the stem in the same manner. 
It is of a globular form, containing a soil pulp which en- 
velops four seeds about the size of the seed of the common 
smaU grape. It grows among the woodland moss, and is, 
to all appearance, an annual plant. 

The cranberry is of the low, viny kind, and grows in 
marshes or bogs : it is precisely the same as the cranberry 
ofthe United States. 

The fruit which, though rather larger, resembles in 
^lape the black haw, is a light brown berry, the product of 
a tree resembling in size, shape, and appearance that 
which in the United States is called the wild crab-apple. 
The leaf, too, is precisely the same, as is also the bark both 
in texture and colour. The berries grow in clumps of from 
three to eighteen or twenty, at the end of the small branch- 
es, each berry being supported by a separate stem: the 
berry ia ovate, and its lower end slightly concave. The 
wood of this tree is excessively h^, and the natives 
Biake wedges of it to split their boards and firewood, and to 
hollow out their canoes. Our party likewise made use of 
it for wedges and axe-handles. The fruit is exceedingly 
acid, and resembles in flavour the wild crab. The peri- 
carp contains a soft, pulpy substance, divided into four 
cells, each containing a single seed ; and its outer coat 
consists of a thin and smooth, though firm and tough pel- 
licle. 

The plant called saeaeommis by the Canadian traders 
derives its name from the clerks ofthe trading companies 
being generally very fond of smoking its leaves, which 
they cany about them in a small bag. It grows generally 
in open pine districts or on their borders. We found it in 
the prairies bordering on the Rocky Mountains, and in the 
more open woodland. It is indiscriminately the growth 
of a very rich and very poor soil, and is found in the same 
abundance in both. The natives on the western side of 
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the Rocky Moantains are yery fond of this beny, atthoa^ 
to us it was a very tasteless and insipid frnit. The shrub 
is an evergreen, and retains its verdure in the same per- 
fection the whole year round. However inclement Um 
cUmate, the root puts forth a great number of stems, whidi 
separate near the surface of the ground, each stem being 
irom the size of a small quill to that of a man*s finger. 
The stems are much branched, the branches forming an 
acute angle with them, and are more properly procum- 
bent than creeping, although both the stems and branches 
sometimes put forth radicles, which strike obliquely into 
the ground. These radicles, however, are by no means 

Seneral, or equal in their distances from each other, nor 
o they appear calculated to furnish nutriment to the 
plant. The bark is formed of several layers of a smooth, 
thin, brittle, and reddish substance, easily separated from 
the stem. The leaves, with respect to their position, are 
scattered, yet closely arranged, particulariy near the ex- 
tremities of the twigs : they are about three fourths of an 
inch in length, oval, obtusely pointed, of a deep green, 
slightly grooved, and the footstalk is of propcnrtionable 
length. The berry is attached in an irregular manner to 
the small boughs among the leaves, and is always support- 
ed by a separate, small, short peduncle : the insertion pro- 
duces a slight concavity in the berry, while its opposite 
end is slightly convex. The outer coat of the pericarp is 
a thin, firm, tough pellicle, while the inner coat consists 
of a dry, mealy powder, of a yeUowish white colour, en- 
veloping from four to six large, light brown seeds. The 
colour of the fruit is a fine scarlet, and the natives eat it 
without any preparation. It ripens in September, and re- 
mains on the bushes all the winter, unafl!bcted by the frost. 
These berries are sometimes gathered and hung in the 
lodges in bags, where they are dried without farther 
trouble. 

The deep purple berry, Kke the whortleberry, terminates 
bluntly, and has a cap or cover at the end. The berries 
are attached separately to the sides of the boughs by a 
short stem hanging underneath, and they often grow very 
near each other on the same bough : they separate very 
easily from the stem; the leaves adhere closely. The 
shrub is an evei|nreen, and rises to the height of six a 
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ei^t feet, growing sometimee on high lands, hot mcnm 
firequeatly on low marshy grounds. It is about ten inch* 
es in circumference, divides into many irregular branches, 
and seldom more than one stem sjnings from the sam6 
root, though they associate v^ry thickly : the bark is some* 
what rough, and of a reddish brown colour, and the wood 
is very hard. The leaves are alternate, and attached by a 
short footstalk to the horiaontal sides of the boughs : their 
form is a long oval, rather more acute towards the apex 
than at the point of insertion ; their margin slightly ser« 
rate, the sides collapsing, thick, firm, smooth, and glossy ; 
the under surface being of a pale or whitish green, and the 
upper of a fine deep green. This beautiful shrub retains ita 
▼erdure throughout the year, and is more peculiarly beau* 
tiful in winter. The natives sometimes eat the berries 
without preparation, sometimes the^ dry them in the sun, 
and at others 4n their sweating-kilns. They very fre* 
qnently poi^nd them, and bake them in large loaves weigh* 
lag from ten to fifteen pounds ; the bread keeping very 
well for one season, and retaining its juices better by this 
mode of preparation than any other. This bread is broken 
and stirred in cold water until it acquires the consistency 
of soup, when it is eaten. 

Trees of a large growth are very abundant, the whole 
neighbourhood of the Pacific coast being well supplied with 
ejcMUeat timber. The [uredominating wood is the fir, of 
wluch we saw several species. There is one singular cir* 
cumstance attending all the pine of this country, which is, 
that when consumed it yields not the slightest particle of 
ashes. The first species grows to an immense size, and 
is very commonly twenty-seven feet in circumference six 
ieet from the ground, rising to the height of two hundred 
and thirty feet, and one hundred and twenty of that height 
without a limb. We often found them thirty-six feet in 
circumference. One of our party measured one, and found 
it to be forty-two feet in circumference at a point above 
the reach of an ordinary man. This trunk for the distance 
of two hundred feet was destitute of limbs : ths tree, too,' 
was perfectly sound, and, at a moderate calculation; its 
height might be estimated at three hundred feet. The thn* 
her is straight-grained throughout, and rives better than 
any other species : the bark scales off in flakes irrogulaily 



372 APPENDIX. 

TOttfid, and 18 of a reddish brown edoor, particolarly flie 
younger growth ; the trunk is simple, branchmg, and not 
yeiy prolflerous. The leaf is aceroee, one tenth of an inch 
in width, and three fourths in length, firm, stiS] and acu- 
minate : it is triangular, a little declining, and thicklj scat- 
tered on all sides of the bough, and springs from small tri- 
angular pedestals of soft, spongy, elastic bark at the junc- 
tion of the boughs. The bud-scales continue to encircle 
their respective twigs for several years : Captain Lewis 
counted as many as four years' growths beyond the scales. 
This tree yields but little resin, and we were never able 
to discover any cone, although we felled several of the 
trees. 

The second is a much more common species, and con- 
stitutes at least one half of the timber near the mouth of 
the Columbia. It seems to resemble the spruce, rises from 
one hundred and sixty to one hundred and eighty feet, and 
is from four to six feet in diameter, straight, round, and 
regularly tapering. The bark is thin, of a dark colour, and 
much divided by small longitudinal interstices : that of the 
boughs and of young trees is somewhat smooth, but less 
so than that of the balsam fir. The wood is white, vary 
soft, but difficult to rive : the trunk is a simple, brsinching, 
diffuse stem, not so proliferous as the pines and fira usu- 
ally are. It puts forth buds from the sides of the small 
boughs as well as from thenr extremities, and the stem 
terminates, like the cedar, in a slender pointed top. l%e 
leaves are petiolate, their fbotstalks being short, aceroee^ 
and rather more than half a line in width, whfle the leayes 
themselves are very unequal in length, the longest seldom 
exceeding one inch, while others, intermixed on every part 
of the bough, are not more than a quarter of an inch. The 
leaf has a small longitudinal channel on the upper disk, 
Mrhich is of a deep gkMssy green, while the under disk Is 
if a whitish green : the wo^ yields but little resin. The 
sone is not longer than the end of a man*s thumb ; it is 
soft, flexible, of an ovate form, and produced at the*«)da 
of the small twigs. 

The third species resembles in all points the Canadiaii 
balsam fir : it grows firom two and a half to four feet in 
diameter, and rises to the height of eighty or & hundred 
net; The stem is simple, branching, and proliferoQs : its 
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learee are sessile, acerose, one eighth of an inch in length, 
and one sixteenth in breadth, thickly scattered on the 
twigs, and adhering to the under sides only ; gibbous, a 
little declining, obtusely pointed, soft, and flexible. The 
upper disk is marked longitudinally with a slight channd 
of a deep glossy green ; the under one is of a pale green, 
and not glossy. This tree affords considerable quantities 
of a fine aromatic balsam, resembling the balsam of Can- 
ada in taste and appearance. . The small pistils, when fill- 
ed, rise like a blister on the trunk and branches. The 
bark that envelops these pistils is soft, and easily punc- 
tured. The general appearance of the bark is dark and 
smooth, but less so than that of the white pine of our 
country. The wood is white and soft. 

The fourth species in size resembles the second. The 
stem is simple, branching, ascending, and proliferous : the 
bark is of a reddish dark brown, thicker than that of the 
third species, and divided by longitudinal interstices, not 
80 large as in the second species. The leaves are placed 
like those of the balsam fir, but are only twd thirds as wide, 
and of little more than half their length, nor is the upper 
disk as green and glossy. The wood yields no balsam, 
and but Uttle resin ; it is white and tough, although rather 
porous. 

The fifth species is also' of about the same size as the 
second, and has a trunk simple, branching, and prolifer- 
ous. The bark is thin, of a dark brown colour, divided 
longitudinally by interstices, and scales off* in thin rolling 
flakes : . it yields but little balsam. Two thirds of the diame- 
ter of the trunk in the centre presents a reddish white, and 
the remainder is white, porous, and tough. The twigs are 
much longer and more slender than in either of the other 
species: the leaves are acerose, one twentieth of an inch 
in width, and one inch in length ; sessile, inserted on all 
sides of the bough, straight, and obliquely pointing towards 
the extremities. The upper disk has a small longitudinal 
flannel, is of a deep gieen, and not so glossy as in the 
balsam fir. The under disk is of a pale green. 

We have seen a ^)ecies of this fir on low marshy grounds, 
resembling in all points the foregoing, except that it branch- 
es qiore diffhsely. This tree is generally about thirtj 
feet in height and two in diameter. .The diflhseness of 
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itetonebes may reasH ftomita^pen 8ftiii^MMi> as it i^ 
dam grows in the Beighbourhoodof other trees. Ttie com 
is two apd ft half inchea in leng^ and three aad tbare^ 
qioarteia round in its greatest circtHoferenoe.. It tape» 
regularly to a point, and is (bnaed of imbricated scales, of 
a bluntly-rounded fonn. A thni leaf is inserted in the pith 
of the cooe» which overlays the centre of, and extends haM 
an inch beyond^ the peimt of each seale. 

The sixth species does not diffisr from what k called tiM 
white inne in Virginia, except in the unusual length of its 
cone, which is sometimes sixteen or eighteen inches tong^ 
and about four in circomfeifeaoe. It grows on the norSi 
side of the Columbia, near the ocean. 

The seventh and last species is found in low groondb^ 
luid in places frequently overflowed by the tide, seldom ri* 
sing higher them tbirty-dve feet, and not being more than 
from two and a half to four feet in diameter. The stem 
k simple^ teranching^ and piolifeious ; and the bark resem- 
bles that of the fimt species^ though mwe rugged. The 
leaves are aceroee, two tenths of an inch in width, and 
three fourths in length, firm, stifl^ and a little acuminated : 
they end in short, pokited tenthik, gibbous, and thickly 
scattered on all sides of the bisndi, 'though adhering only 
to the three under sides : those inserted beneath indine 
aidewise, with upward points, presentmg the leaf in the 
shape of a scythe ; while the otfaefs are pointing upward, 
sessile, and, like those oi the ficst species, grow from smafl 
triangular pedeatak of a spongy, msit^ and elastic bark, 
llbe under disk k of a deep glossy gjreen, ttie upper of a 
pale whitish green. The bou^ retain leaves of six years' 
growth : the bud soaies resemMe those of the first species. 
The cone k of an ovate figure, three and a half inches in 
length, aod thi^e m circumference, thickest in the middle, 
t^)ering^ and temuaattng in two obtuse pcunts : it k com- 
posed of smaJ^ flexiUe seales, imbncated, and of a reddi^ 
lu-own coloor. £aoh soak covers two small seeds, and k 
Itself cov^ed in the centre by a small, thin, inferior scde, 
acutely pointed: these seales proceed frt>m the sides of 
the houghs as well as from thmr extrenaties. Thk tree 
was nowhere to be seen above the Wappatoa 
. The stem of the black alder arrives to a graat size. Q 
■"* - -^r hran<^iii|g, and diffiise: te back k anoetii^ af a 
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ii^t cokxtr, witk 'wliite spreading spots, resembliBg those 
ef the beeob ; and the lea^ fructification, 6lc^ resemble 
preeisdy those of the oommon alder of our country. They 
grow separately from diSerent roots, and not in clusters, 
like those of the United States. The black alder does not 
•ast its leaf until the 1st of December. It is sometimes 
found growing to the height of siz^ or soTenty feet, and 
from two to four feet in diameter. 

There is a tree growing along the Cidumbia, below the 
entrance of Cataract River, which, when divested of its 
feliage, Booch resembles the ash. The trunk is simple, 
branching, and diffose ; the leaf petiolate, plain, divided by 
four deep lines, similar to tbkt of the palm, and considera- 
bly lobate ; the lobes texminating in from three to five aiv- 
galar points, and their maigins being indented with irregn- 
nr and somewhat circular incisures. The petiole is-cy< 
lindrical, smooth, and seven inches long, and the leaf it* 
self eight inches in length, and twelve in breadth. This 
tree is feequent^ three feet in diameter, and rises from 
forty to fifty feet : its fruit is a winged seed, somewhat re- 
iemblmg that of the mafAe. 

In the same part of the country there is a tree resem* 
Ming the white maple, though mudi amaUer, and seldom 
of more thm six or seven inches in diameter. These trees 
grow in clusters, from fifteen to twenty feet in height, from 
Hie same bed of roots, spreading and leaning outward. 
The twigs are long and slender ; the stem is simple and 
branohmg^ the baik resenUes in colour that of the white 
maple : the leaf is petiolate, plain, scattered, nearly circu* 
lar, with acute angular incisures round the margin, of an 
inch in length, and fitmi six to eight in number ; the acute 
angular points being orenate, three inches in length and 
four in width. The petiole is cylindric, smooth, and an 
incfh and a quarter in len^ : the fruit was not seen. 

The undersrowth consists of the honeysuckle, the alder, 
tke seven banL, or, as it is oaUed in the United States, nine 
htak, the whorUeberry, a shrub like the quiUwood, a plant 
vesemblingthe mountain-holly, the green brier, and the fern. 

The honeysuckle conmion in the United States we found 
About the mouth of the Columbia, having first disoovorecl 
it on the waters of the Kooskooskee, near the eountry of 
Hm C^pomish, and afterwaid bekiw the Grand lUpida. 
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An alder resemUing that of our oocmtiy we fomid also 
in great abundance in the woodlands on the west side of 
the Rocky Mountains. It difiers, however, in the colour 
of its berry, which is of a pale sky blue, whereas that of 
the United States is of a deep purple. 

The seven bark, which is the same as the nine bark of 
the United States, is also common here. 

There is a ^species of whortleberry here, found on the 
highlands from the Columbia Valley to the seacoast, rising 
to the height of six or eight feet, branching and difiuse. 
The stem is cylindrical, and of a dark brown colour ; the 
collateral branches being green, smooth, and square, and 
putting forth a number of alternate branches of the same 
colour from the two horizontal sides only. The fruit is a 
small deep purple berry, held in much esteem by the na- 
tives. The leaf is of a pale green, three fourths of an inch 
in length, and three eighths in width ; oval, and terminating 
more acutely at the apex than at the insertion of the foot- 
stalk ; the base nearly entire, and but slightly serrate : the 
footstalks are short ; their relative position being alternate, 
two-rowed, and proceeding from the horizontal sides of the 
boughs only. 

There are two species of shrubs, which were first seai 
at the Grand Rapids of the Columbia, and afterward else- 
where, growing in rich dry grounds, usually in the neigb- 
bourhcK^ of some watercourse. The roots are creeiung 
and cylindrical : the stem of the first species is firom a foot 
to eighteen inches in height, and about as large as an or- 
dinary goosequill; simple, unbranched, and erect. Its 
leaves are caidine, compound, and spreading ; the leaflets 
being jointed, oppositely pinnate, three pair^, terminating 
in one footstalk, widest at the base, and tapering to an 
acuminate point. They are an in^h and a quarter in their 
greatest width, and three inches and a quarter in length ; 
each point of the margin being armed with a subulate 
thorn, of which there are from thirteen to seventeen in 
number. They are veined, glossy, carinate. and wrinkledy 
their points tending obliquely towards the common foot- 
stalk. 

The stem of the second species is procumbent, about 
tte 8^ of that Of the first species, jomted and unbranch- 
ed. Its leaves are cauline, compound, and oppositely pin- 
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tiate ; the tfb being fitom feartoea to sixMeB indiefl in 
length, cylindiic, and amooth. The leafleta ate two inohes 
«nd a half long, one inoh wide, and of the grealest bi^eadth 
half an inch from the baae, whiob tfaey regularly MirrOQttd» 
and taper frohi it to an acate apex, usna^jr terminated by 
ft small sulmlate thorn. They are jointed and opposite^ 
pinnaHe, oonaisting of six pairs, and tenninatiftg in one ; 
aesslle, serrate, and tmdmg in a small subulate point, of 
n^hich there are from twenty-five to twenty-seyeii in att. 
They are smooth, plain, of a deep green, and aU eMaqnteHf 
lendmg towards the footstalk, and retain their cclkma 
tbrongh the winter. 

The green brier grows most abaBdantly in rioli dry 
lands in the viciaity of water-ooorses, hut is also ibond m 
small quantities in pine lands at a ddstanoe from water. 
In the former situation the stem is frequently of the siae 
Of a man^s finger, and rises perpendicularly four or fire 
feet ; it then d^cends in sa arch, heooaing procumbent* 
or resting on some neighbouring plant : it is siaiple, «»• 
branched, and cyHndric ; and in the last-mentiosed situation 
it grows much smaller, and is usuafiy proemnbeat. The 
flitem is armed with sharp, forked briers; the leaf is peli* 
olate, temate, and resembles in shape and appearance that 
of the purple raspberry, so common in the Attantic States. 
The fruit is a berry resembling in all respects the black* 
berry ; and it is eaten when ripe by the natiyea, who hold 
it in much esteem, although tbey do not dry it for winter 
consumption. This shrub was first disoorered at the en- 
trance of Quicksand River; and it grows so abundant^ 
in the fertile valley of the Ck>lumbia and on the islands, 
that the country is almost impenetrable. It retains its 
verdure until late in the summer. 

Besides the fern already described as furnishing a nutri- 
tious root, there are two other plants of the same species, 
vhich may be divided into the large and the small. The 
large fern rises three or four feet : the stem is a common 
footstalk, proceeding immediately from the radix, some- 
what flat, about the size of a man's arm, covered with in- 
dumerabie black, coarse, capillary radicles, issuing from 
every part of its surface ; and a single root sends forth 
firom tyrenty to forty of these footstalks, bending out- 
ward from the common centre. The ribs are cytodrie» 
Ii3 
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their whole length being marked longitadinaHy with a 
groore on the upper aide ; and on either side of this groove, 
a little below its edge, the leaflets are inserted. These 
are shortly petiolate for about two thirds the length of the 
middle rib, commencing from the bottom, and from thence 
to the extremity are sessile : the rib is terminated by a 
single undiyided lanceolate leaflet from two to four inches 
in length, having a small acute angular projection oblique- 
ly cut at the base. The upper surface is smooth, and of a 
deep green ; the under of a pale green, and covered with 
a brown protuberance of a wooUy appearance, particularly 
near the central fibre. The leaflets are alternately pinnate, 
and in number from one hundred and ten to one bundr^ 
and forty : they are shortest at the two extremities of the 
common footstalk, largest in the centre, gradually lengths 
ening, and diminishing as they succeed each other. 

The small fern likewise rises in common footstalks from 
the radix, from four to eight in number, and from four to 
eight inches in length. The central rib is marked with a 
slight longitudinal groove throughout its whole length : the 
le^ets are oppositely pinnate for about one third of the 
length of the footstalk from the bottom, and thence alter- 
nately pinnate. The footstalk terminates in a simple undi- 
vided lanceolate leaflet, which is oblong, obtuse, convex, 
entire, and has its upper disk marked with a slight longitu- 
dinal groove : near the upper extremity these leaflets are 
decursively pinnate, as are all those of the large fern. 
Both these species remain green through the winter. 
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ENUMERATION OP INDIAN NATIONS, 

AND 
THBIS PLACES OF GENERAL RESIDENCE. 



1. The Shoshonee nation— residing in the spring and 
summer on the west fork of Lewis's River, a branch of 
the Columbia, and in the fah and winter on the Missouri : 
sixty lodges, eight hundred souls. 

2. The Ootlashoot tribe of the Tushepah nation — fesi- 
dihg in the spring and summer on Clarke's River, within 
the Rocky Mountains, and in the fall and winter on the 
Missouri and its tributary waters : thirty-three lodges, four 
hundred souls. 

3. The Cbopunnish nation — ^residing on the Kooskoos- 
kee River below the Forks, and on Colter's Creek, and 
sometimes passing over to the Missouri: thirty-three 
lodges, two thousand souls. 

4. The Pelloatpailah band of the Cbopunnish — residing 
on the Kooskooskee above the forks, and on the smaU 
streams which fall into that river west of the Rocky 
Mountains and the Cbopunnish River, and sometimes 
passing over to the Missouri : thirty-three todges, sixteen 
hundr^ souls. 

6. The Kimooenim band of the Cbopunnish — ^residing 
on Lewis's River, above the entrance of the Kooskooskee, 
as high up that river as the Forks : thirty-three lodges, 
ei^t hundred souls. 

6. The Yeietpo band of the Cbopunnish— residing along 
the southwest mountains, on a small river which falls into 
Lewis's River above the entrance of the Kooskooskee, 
which they call Weaucum : thirty-three lodges, two hun- 
dred and fifty souls. 

7. The Willewah band of the Cbopunnish— residing oa 
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a river of the same name, which discharges itself int» 
Lewis's River 6d the southwest side, below the Forks of 
that river : thirty-three lodges, five hundred souls. 

8. The Soyemiom band of the Chopaanish — residing on 
the north side of the east fork of Lewis's River, from its 
junction to the Rocky Mountams, and on Lamaltar Creek : 
thirty-three lodges, four hundred souls. 

9. The Chopunnisfa of Lewies River — residing below 
the entrance of the Kooskooskee, on either side of that river 
to its junction with the Cohnnhia : forty lodges, two thou- 
sand three hundred souls. 

K). The Soknlk nation—residing o« tbe Colombia above 
tiie entrance of Lewis's River, as hish up as the entrance 
of Cteike's River : one kimdred and twenty lodges, two 
thousand four hundred souls. 

11. The Chimnahpams-H'esiding on the northwest side 
of the Cohunbi^, both above and below the entrance of 
Lewis's River, and on the Tapleal Riv^» which falls into 
^e Colombia fifteen miles above Lewis's River : forty^-twe 
lodges, one thousand eight hundred and sixty souls. 

m. The AyollawoUah nation — ^residing on both sides of 
the Columbia, firom the entrance of L^nris's River as low 
as the MusclesheU Rapid, and in winter* passing over to 
the Tapteal River : forty-six lodges, one thousand six ha&> 
dred souls. 

15. The Pishquitpah nation—residing at the MusdesheQ 
Rapid, and on the north side of the Columbia to ihe com- 
mencement of the high cooatry ; wmtering on the borders 
of the Tapteai River : seventy-one lodges, two thousand 
six hundred souls. 

14. The Wahowpom naEtion — residing on the north 
branch of the Columbia, in diifforeni bands, from the Pish- 
quitpahs as low as the River Lepage,, and wintering on the 
banks of Tapteal and Cataract Rivers : thirty-three lodgee^ 
•eveahondred souls. 

16. The Eneeshnr nation— iiesiding at the upper part of 
ttie Qrett Nanwws o[ the Coluinbia on eilh^r side : foi^- 
ene lodges, tvrelve hundred souls. 

16. The Echeloot nation — also residing at the upper 
part of the Great Narrows of Ihe Colambia, on the north 
side of which is the great mart for all the country : tweft- 
ty-one lodges, one thousand souls. 
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17. The Chinuckittequa^ nation — ^residing next below 
the Narrows, and extending down on the north side of the 
Columbia to the Rirer Labiche : thirty-two lodges, fourteen 
hundred souls. 

18. The Smackshop band of the Chilluckittequaws — ^re- 
siding on the Columbia River, on each side of the entrance 
of the Labiche, to the neighbourhood of the Grand Rapids 
of that river : twenty-four lodges, eight hundred souls. 

19. The Shahala nation — residing at the Grand Rapids 
of the Columbia, and extending down in different villages 
as low as the Multnomah River, consisting of the follow- 
ing tribes : viz., the Yehhuhs, above the Rapids ; the Clah- 
dellahs, below the Rapids ; the Wahclellahs, below all the 
rapids ; and the Neerchokioos (one house, one hundred 
lodges), on the south side, a few miles above the Multno- 
mah River : altogether, sixty-two houses, two thousand 
eight hundred souls. 

The Wappatoo Indians, viz. : 

20. The Neefaaookee tribe— residing on the south side 
of the Columbia, a few miles below Quicksand River, and 
opposite Diamond Island : one lodge, one hundred souls. 

The Shoto tribe— residing on the north side of the Co- 
lumbia, back of a pond, and nearly opposite to the entrance 
of the Multnomah River : eight lodges, four hundred and 
sixty souls. 

The Multnomah tribe — ^residing on Wappatoo Island, at 
the mouth of the Multnomah, the remains of a large na- 
tion : six lodges, eight hundred souls. 

The Clahnabquah tribe of the Multnomahs — residing on 
Wappatoo Island, below the Multnomahs : four lodges, one 
hundred and thirty souls. 

The Ncmalquinner tribe of the Multnomahs — ^residing 
on the northeast side of the Multnomah River, three miles 
above its mouth : four lodges, two hundred souls. 

The Cathlacomatups, a tribe of the Multnomahs — ^re- 
siding on the south side of Wappatoo Island, at a bend of 
the Multnomah : three lodges, one hundred and seventy 
aoufo. 

The Cathlanahquiahs, a tribe of the Multnomahs— resi- 
ding on the southwest side of Wappatoo Island; six 
lodgeSf four hundrefl souls. 
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The Clackstar luition— residing on a smalt nwtr xdAdit 
discharges itself on the southwest side of Wappatoo U- 
and : twenty-eight kMJIges, one thousand two hundred souto. 

The Claninnatas — residing on the southwest side of 
Wappatoo Island : five lodges, two hundred souls. 
, The Cathlacumups — ^residing on the main shore, sooth- 
west of Wappatoo Island : six lodges, ibur hundred and 
My souls. 

The Clannahminamuns — residing on the southwest side 
of Wappatoo Mand : twelve lodges, two hundred and 
eighty souls. 

The Quathlapotle nation — residing on the southwest 
side of the Columbia, above the entrance of Towahna- 
hiook River, opposite the lower point of Wappatoo latand: 
fourteen lodges, nine hundred sools. 

The Gathlamahs— residing on a creek which fidk into 
the Columbia on the north side, at the lower part of the 
Columbian Valley : ten lodges, two hundred souls. 

21. The Skilloot natkm— Residing in different villages 
on both sides of the Columbia, ^m the lower part of the 
Columbian Valley to Stuigeon Island, and on eidier side 
of the Coweliske River : fifty lodges, two thoosaid five 
hundred souls. 

The HuUooetetts idso reside on the Coweliake. 

22. The Wahkiacums^-residing on the north side oi the 
Columbia, opposite to the Marshy Islands : eleven lodges^ 
two hundred souls. 

2a The Cathlamahs— residing cm the south side of the 
Columbia, opposite to the Sea Islands : nine lodges, tluee 
hundred souls. 

24. The Chinnooks— residing on the north side of the 
Columbia, at the entrance of and on the Chinnook River: 
twenty-eight lodges, four hundred soi^ 

25. The Clatscn nation— residing on the south aide ef 
the Columbia, and a few miles akmg the aouUieast eoaoi^ 
on both sides of Point Adams : fourteen lodges, two hun- 
dred souls. 

26. The Killamoek nation— residing from the Oateovs 
of the coast along the southeast coast lor many i 
fi% lodges, one thousand awila. 
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^Mtftonx speaking the KUUmuek Language^ concerning which 
we obtained the following information from the Indians . 

27. The Lucktons -^ residing on the seaeout to the 
BOQthwest of the Killamucks : twenty souls. 

The Kahuncles— residing on the seacoast southwest of 
the Ludctons : four hundred souls. 

The Lukawis-Hresiding on the seacoast to the soutb- 
aoatheast : a large town, eight husdred souls. 

The Youikoonis-'HresidiBg on the seacoast to the soutl^* 
aootheast : large houses, seven hundred souls. 

The NecketMs-^residing on the seacoast to the south- 
flontheast : a large town, seven hundred souls. 

The Ulseaha-Hresiding on the seacoast to the soothe 
southeast : a smaU town, one hundred and fifty souls. 

The Youitts^residiag on the seacoast to tke sMith- 
southeast : a small town, one hundred and My souls. 

The Sheastaokles^Hpesidiag on the seacoast to the aoolhr 
east of the Lucktons : a kuge town, nine hundred souls. 

The KiUawats^-residing on the seacoast to the south* 
cast (tf the Lucktons : a Urge town, five hundred souls. 

28. The Cookkoo-oose nationr— residing on tfaeaeacoast 
to the south of the KiilawaU : one thousand im hundred 
souls. 

The Sahlalah nation— residing on the seacoast to the 
sooth of the Killawats : fifteen hundred souls. 

The Luckaso nation — residing on the sane, to the 
sooth: twelve hundred souls. 

The Hannakalal natioa-HPeBiding oa the saoM^to the 
south : six hundred souls. 

IniioM aUng ike Coiut f tke Xortkweit. 

29. The Bjllaxthocles-Hresiding on the seacoast from 
the Chinnooka to the north-northwest: eij^t lodges, one 
hundred souls. 

The Chiltz natien-— residing from the KiUaxthodes to 
the lUMrth-northwest: thirty-eight lodge?* eeven hundred 



The Claraoitomish — residing ftom the Chfltx to the 
north-northwest: twelve lodges, two hundred and sixtj 
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The Potoashees— residing on the coast noithwestwaid 
of the Clamoitomish : ten IcKlges, two hundred souls. 

The Pailsh tribe— residing northwest of the Potoasbees : 
ten lodges, two hundred souls. 

The Quinults— residing northwest of the Pailsh : BixXj 
lodges, one thousand souls. 

The Quieetsos-^ residing northwest of the Qoinulta: 
ei^teen lodges, two hundred and fifty souls. 

llie ChUlates — residing northwest of the Qoieetsos, 
along the coast : eight lodges, one hundred and fifty souls. 

The Calasthocles— residing northwest of the Chillates^ 
along the same coast : ten lodges, two hundred souls. 

The Quinnechant nation — ^residing on the seacoast and 
a creek, north and northwest of the Calasthocles : two 
thousand souls. 

80. The Clarkamns nation — reading on a large rirer of 
the same name, which heads in Mount JefiTerson, and dia- 
charges itself into the Multnomah foity miles up that river, 
on its northeast side : this nation has several villages on 
either side, and numbers eighteen hundred souls. 

,31. The Cushooks — residing on the northeast bank of 
the Multnomah, immediately below the Falls of that river, 
and about sixty miles above its entrance into the Cohun- 
bia : six hundred and fifty souls. 

82. The Charcowah nation — ^residing on the southwest 
hank of the Mujtnomah, immediately above the Falls : two 
hundred souls. 

83. The Callahpoewah nation — ^inhabiting the coontiy 
on both sides of the Multnomah, above the Charcowahs for 
a great extent : two thousand souls. 

34. The Shoshonees, or Snake Indians — residing in the 
fall and winter on the Multnomah River, southward of the 
Southwest Mountains, and in spring and summer near the 
heads of the Towahnahiooks, Lepage, Yaumalolam, and 
WoUawollah Rivers, and especially at the Falls of the 
Towahnahiooks, for the purpose of fishing : three thousand 
souls. t 

36. The Shoshonees on the Multnomah and its tributaiy 
waters ->their particular places of residence we could not 
Ascertain from the Indians on the Colombia : six thousand 
souls. 

86. The Shobarboobeer band of Shoshonees— rariding 

Digitized by VjUUy It: 



APPENDIX* 385 

on the southwest side of the Multnomah, high up that 
river : one thousand six hundred souls. 

87. The Shoshonees residing on the south fork of Lew- 
is's River, and on the Nemo, Walshlemo, Shallette, Shush- 
pdlaniromo, Shecomshink, Timmoonumlarwas, and Cop- 
ooppakark Rivers, branches of the south fork of Lewis's 
River: three thousand souls. 

We saw Paris of the following Tribes at the Long Narrows: 

38. The Skaddal nation — ^residmg on Cataract River, 
twenty^five miles north of the Big Narrows : two hundred 
souls. 

The Squannaroos— residing on Cataract River below 
the Skaddals : one hundred and twenty souls. 

The Shallattoos — ^residing on Cataract River above the 
l^addals : one hundred socds. 

The Shanwappoms— residing at the heads of the Cata- 
ract and Tapteal Rivers : four hundred souls. 

89. The Cutsahnim nation— residing on both sides of 
the Columbia, above the Sokulks, on the northern branch- 
es of the Tapteal River, and also on the Wahnaschee : 
sixty lodges, one thousand two hundred souls. * 

The Lahanna nation — ^residing on both sides of the Co- 
lumbia, above the entrance of Clarke's River : one hundred 
and twenty lodges, two thousand souls. 

The Coospellar nation — ^residing on a river which falls 
into the Columbia to the north of Clarice's River : thirty 
lodges, one thousand six hundred souls. 

The Wheelpoo nation-^-residing on both sides of Clarke's 
River, from the entrance of the Lastaw to the Great Falls 
of the first-named river : one hundred and thirty lodges, 
two thousand five hundred souls. 

The Hihighenimmo nation — ^residing firom the entrance 
of the Lastaw into Clarke's River, on both sides of the 
former as high as the Forks : forty-five lodges, one thou- 
sand three hundred souls. 

The Lartielo nation— residing at the Falls of the Lastaw 
River, below the Great Wayton Lake, on both sides of the 
river : thirty lodges, six hundred souls. 

The Skeetsomish nation^— residing on a small river of 
the same name, which discharges itself into the Lastaw 
Vol. 1L— K k 
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below the Falls, around the Wayton Lake, ami ot two 
islands in that lake : twelve lodges^ two thousand souls. 

The Micksucksealton tribe of the Tushepahs — reei* 
ding on Clarke*s Rirer, above the Great Falls of that river, 
in the Roclqr Mountains : twenty*five lodges, three hum 
dred Souls. 

The HohUpoS) a tribe of the Tushepahs-^^residing on 
Clarke's River above the Micksucksealtons, in the Rocky 
Mountains : twenty-five lodges, three hundred souls. 

The Tushepah nation-presiding on a north fork of 
Glarke*s River in spring and summer, iind in the fell and 
winter on the Missouri, the Ootlashoots being a band of 
this nation: thirty-five lodges, four hundred and thirty 
souls. ^ 

Estimated number of Indians west of the Rocky Mount* 
ahis^ eo,ooo.» 

* Of the tribM oaenmjng the upper paxt of the OrMoi Tenritonr, Utt 
taAnr numbers the SboehoneeB et 10,000; the Net-Pen^ S900 1 ibS 
Cayuses, SOOO ; the WoIlawoHahs, 500 ; the PalooBeB, along the Perilioa 
Hiren 900; the Spduuns, northeast of the Pelooset, 800; the Omu^ 
i^Attne Inditns, tOO ; the FUuheada, to the east and sontheatL 800 ; Hm 
Peodecas^ north of Clarke's River, and oa a lake of the name oi the tribe, . 
S^ : the Cootanies. slong M*Gi]livTaT*8 RiTer, 1000 ; the Caaioee,noctk 
of the Cootahies, 4000 ; the Lake Indians on the Arrow Lakes, 900 , K«l» 
tie Fldls* Indians, 960 ; the SinpAireUsh, 1000 ; the Okinagans, sft tti 
weatandBdtrthwest,1090i of other tribes, wriatiag the aoti^aadBMiilJr 
spirit which he ascribes to the abore named, this traveller does not give 
ue ntunberst The whole number of those enumerated he estimates si 
about SSfOOO, without including the Falls and La Dalle Indians, aai 
ether tribes north and south of the FsUsjwhiBliwoiU, he thiahaiam* 
than doable that ikuabeCt 
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To the Fire-Prairie Creek . . . . 18 . 300 

" Fort Point 6 : 306 

" HayCabia Creek 6:313 

<< Coal Bank 9 : 321 

«* Bluewater River 10 : 331 

" Kanzas River 9 : 340 

" Little Platte River . . . . 9 ; 349 

** First old Kanzas village . . . 28 : 377 
** Independence Creek, a mile below the 

second old Kanzas village . . . 28 : 405 

<« St. Michael's Prairie . . . . 25 : 430 

" Nodawa River 20 : 450 

" WolforXouj? River . . . .14:464 

** Big Nemaha River • • . . 16 : 480 

** Tarkio Creek 3 : 483 

<' Neeshnabatona River . . . . 25 : 506 

«* Little Nemaha River . . . . 8 : 516 
" Baldpated Prairie, the Neeshnabatona, 

within 150 yards of the Missouri . 23:539 

" Weeping-water Creek . . . . 29:568 

« River Platte, or Shoal River . . 32 : 600 

" Butterfly or Pam(/on Creek . . . 3 : 603 

" Moscheto Creek 7 : 610 

" Ancient village of the Ottoes . . 11:621 
" Ancient Aya ways' village, below a Muff, 

on the northeast side . . . 6 : 627 

" Bowyer's River 11 : 638 

« Council Bluffs (establishment) . . 12 : 650 

" Soldier's River 39 : 689 

" Eaneahwaudepon, or Little Sioux JUver 44 : 733 

<< Waucarde, or Bad-Spirit Creek . . 65 : 788 
** Around a bend of the river to the north- 
east, the gorge of which is only 974 

yards 21 : 809 

<' Island three miles northeast of the Maha 

village 27 : 836 

« Floyd's Bluflr and River . . .14:850 

" Big Sioux River 3 : 853 

** Commencement of the Copperas, Cobalt, 

Pyrites, and Alum Bluffs . . . 27 ; 880 

" Hot or Burning Bluflfs . . . . 30 : 910 

•* Whitestone River . . . . 8 : 918 
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To Uie PetilrArct an old Maha Tillage at the dSSL 

mouth of LitUebow Creek . 90 : 938 

** Jacques, or Jame«*t River . . . 12 : 950 

<' Calumet Bluff (mineral) . 10 : 960 

'' Ancient fortification, Groodman's Island 16 : 976 

" Plum Creek 10 : 986 

« Whitepoint Creek . . . . 8 : 994 

•* Quieurre 6 : 1000 

*^ Poncar River and yiUage . . . XO : 1010 
^ Dome and village of tbe burrowing 

squirrelB 20 : 1030 

" Island of cedars 45:1075 

»« White River 56 : 1130 

** Three Rivers of the Sioux Pass . . 22 : 1152 
** Island at the connnencement of the 

Big Bend 20 : 1172 

** Upper part of the Big Bend, the gorge 

of which is 1} miles . . . 80 : 1202 

** Tylor's River 6 : 1208 

^ I^isePs Fort on Cedar Island . . 18 : 1226 

" Teton River 37 : 1263 

** The upper one of five old Ricara villa- 
ges, reduced by the Sioux and aban- 
doned 42 : 1305 

"" Chayenne River . . . . 5 : 1310 
*' An old Ricara village on Lahoocat's 

Island 47 : 1357 

** Sarwarkama River . . . . 40 : 1397 
« Wetarhoo River . . . 25 : 1422 
" The £rst Ricara village on an island . 4 : 1426 
<* Second Ricara three villages . . 4 : 1430 
^ Stone-Idol Creek . . . . 18 : 1448 
«< Warreconne River . . . . 40 : 1488 
«< Cannonball River . . . . 12 : 1500 
** Cheasohetar River, near six old Man- 
dan villages 40 : 1540 

** Old Ricara and Mandan villages . 40 : 1580 

« Fort Mandan (wintering post of 1804) 20 : 1600 

** Mandan villages on either side . . 4 : 1604 
** Knife River, on which, and near its 
mouth, are the two Minnetaree and 

Maha villages 2 : 1606 

KX3 Digitized by VjiOU^ It 



390 APPBMDIZ* 

Tobl 



To the Island 11 : 1617 

" Miry River 16 : 168S 

« Island in the LitUe Basiii • . . 88 : 1661 

*< Little Missouri River . . . . 29 : 169U 

« Wild Onion Credc . . . . 12 : 17W 

«< Goose-Egg Lake . . . . 9 : 1711 

** Chaboneau's Creek . . . . 16 : 1727 

« Goatpen Creek 16 : 1743 

« HaU's Strand, Lake, and Credc . . 47 : 1790 

** Whiteearth River . . . . 50 : 1840 

<* 12ocAe;attii«, or Yellowstone River . 40 : 1880 

'< Martha's River . . . . . 60 : 1940 

« Porcupine River . . . . 60 : 1990 

'< Little Dry Creek . . . . 40 : 2030 

« Big Dry Creek 9 : 2039 

" Little Dry River . . . . 6 : 2045 

« Gulf in the Island Bend . . . 82 : 2077 

«« Milk River 13 : 2090 

*♦ Big Dry River ^ : 2115 

" Werner's Run 9 : 2124 

« Pine Creek . . . . . 36 : 2160 

" Gibson's River 17 : 2177 

« Brown Bear-defeated Creek . . 12 : 2189 

« Bratton's River 24 : 2213 

« Burned-lodge Creek . . . . 6 : 2219 

«» Wiser's Creek 14 : 2233 

*< Muscleshell River . . . . . 37 : 2270 

** Grouse Creek 80 : 2300 

« North Mountain Creek . . . 36 : 2336 

« South Mountain Creek . . . 18 : 2354 

« Ibex Island 15 : 2369 

*' Goodrich's Island • . . . 9 : 2378 

s «« Windsor's Creek . . . . 7 : 2385 

** Elk Rapid (swift water) . . . 15 : 2400 

«* Thomson's Creek 27:2427 

•* Judith's River 12 : 2439 

** Ash's Rapid (swift water) . . . 4 : 2443 

« Slaughter River . . . . 11 : 2454 

** StonewaU Creek, above the Natoral 

WaUs 26 : 2480 

** Maria's River . ... . . 41 : 2521 

« SnowRirer . . . . . 19 : 25t4A 
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ToW 
DhIuim. 

To Shields's Rirer 28 : 2568 

To the foot of the entrance of Portage Rirer, 

fire miles below the Great Falls . 7 : 2575 

Leaving the Missouri below the Falls, and passing by 
land to tbu navigable waters of the Ck>liimbia River, 

To the entrance of Medicine River . 18:2593 

** Fort Mountain, passing through the 
plain between Medicine River and 
the Missouri, near the Missouri . 15 : 2606 
<< Rocky Mountains, to a gap on the ridge 
which divides the waters of the Mis- 
souri from those of the Columbia, 
passing the north part of a mount- 
ain, and crossing Dearborn's River 85 : 2648 
** Fork of Cohahlarishkit River from the 
north, passing four creeks from the 

north 40 : 2683 

** Seaman's Creek from the north . . 7 : 2690 
*• Werner's Creek from the north . . 10 : 2700 
«« East fork of Clarke's River, at the en- 
trance of the Cohahlarishkit . . 80 : 2730 
<« Clarke's River, bek>w the Forks . 12 : 2742 
" Traveller's Rest Creek, on the west 
side of Clari[e'8 River, about the 

Forks 6 : 2747 

M Forks of Traveller's Rest Creek, at a 

HMid on the right . . . 18 : 2765 

** Hot Springs on the Creek . . . 13 : 2778 
** Quamash Glades, passing the head of 
the Creek to a branch of Kooskoos- 

kee River 7 : 2785 

** North branch of the Kooskooskee, at a 

roadleadingoffto the right . 7:2792 

^ Junction of the roads on the top of a 
snowy mountain, the left-hand road 
passing by a fisheiy . 10 : 2802 

<* To Hungry Creek from the right, pass- 
ing along a dividing mountain cover- 
ed with deep snow except at two ^ 
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ce9y which were open, with a sootb- 

era exposure, at 8 and d6 miles , 54 : 386$ 

To a glade on Hungry Creek . . 5 : 2868 

** a glade on a small branch of the same 8 : 2870 

" a glade on Fish Creek . . . . 9 : 2879 

« CoUins's Creek 13 : 2892 

*< Quamash Flato 11 : 2903 

To the Kooskooskee, or Flathead BiTfr, in a 

pinecoontiy 12 : 2915 

Thus, from the Missouri, across the Rocky Mountains, 
to the narigable waters of the Columbia, is three hundred 
and forty imles, two hundred of which is over a good road, 
and one hundred and forty over rugged mountains, sixty 
miles of which we found covered wiUi snow ^m two to 
flight feet de^ in the last of June. 



To the entrance of Rockdam Creek • * 8 
" Chopunnish River ...» 5 
« Coheres Creek . . . . . 37 ; 2906 
<« Lewis's River, at the entrance of the 

Kooskooskee 23 : 2988 

** Sweathouse village and Run , . 7 : 2995 
« Pilot's village • , . , . 11 : 9006 
" Kimooenim Creek . . . , 48 : 3054 
*• Drewyer's River, below the Narrows 

of Lewis's River . . . . 5 : 3059 
•« Cave Rapid . . . . . 28 : 3087 
*^ Basin Rapid (bad) . . . . 34 : 3121 
M Pischarge Rapid (bad) . . . 14 : 3136 
^ Columbia, at the mouth of Lewis's Riv- 
er, from the east . . . 7 : 3142 
^ Wollawollah River, at eleven large mat 

lodges of that nation . . , 16:3158 
^ Muscleshell Rapid (bad), at thirty-three 

mat k)dges of the Wollawollahs . 25 : 3188 
^ Pelican Rapid, at forty-eight lodges of 

the Pisbquitpah nation . . . 22 : 3206 
^ Twentyrone lodges of the Wahowpum 
nation, residing on three islands at 
the oommenoement of the high ooua- 
^ 18 : 3229 
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To the cdght lodges of the Wahowpnms at ^SSL. 

Short Rapid S7 : 3250 

** Rocky Rapid, nine lodges of the same 

nation 13 : 3263 

« Lepage River (bad rapid) . . 9 : 3272 

** Twenty-seven lodges of the Eneeshur 

nation at Fishstack Rapid . . 10 : 3282 

«* Towahnahiook River . . . 8 : 3290 

<< Great Falls of the Columbia of 67 feet 
8 inches, near which were forty mat 
lodges of the Eneeshur nation . . 4 : 3294 

« Short Narrows, 45 yards wide . . 2 ; 3296 

^ Skilloot village of twenty-one large 
wooden houses at the Long Narroirs, 
from 50 to 100 yards wide . 4 : 3300 

** Chilluckittequaw village of eight large 

wooden houses . . . 5 : 3305 

** Cataract River, a few miles below a 
village of seven houses, and imme- 
diately above one of eleven houses 
of the Chilluckittequaw nation . 19:3324 

^ Sepuldire Rftck, opposite to a village 

oftheChiUuckitte^ws. 4:3328 

** Labiche River, opposite to twenty-six 
houses <^ the Smaokshop nation, 
houses scattered on the north side . 9 : 3337 

** Little I^ake Creek, three houses of the 

Smackshops . . . . . 10 : 3347 

*' Cruzatte*s River . . 12 : 3359 

** Grand Rapid, just bdow the village of 
the Yebhuh tribe of the Shabala na^ 
tion, occupying fourteen wooden 
^ houses 6 : 3365 

** Clahdellah village of the Shahala na- 
tion, near the foot of the Rapids, sev- 
en houses . . 6 : 3371 

** Wahclellah village of the Shahala na- 
tion, twenty-three houses, just below 
the entrance of Beacon Rock Cre^ 6 : 8377 

At this point Tide-water commencit, 
1« the I^oca Rock in the river, sixty feet 

above water . . . ,^ ,,^^^^^11 : 8888 
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Tq the QuiobiaBd Rirer • . • . : 3397 

•" Seal River 3 : 3400 

** . Neecbaokee iHllage, oKKMite to IKar 

mond Island 4 : 3404 

** Shahala village of twaniy^iTO traniN^ 

rarjtioiMef IS : 8416 

^ Multpomah River . . . . 14 : 3430 
•* Multpomah vUlage . . . . : 8436 
** Quathlapotle viUaga . . . . 8 : 8444 
« TowaluiabiQOl(& Riv^ • . . 1 : 3445 
** Cathlahaw Creek and village . . 10 : 3655 
^ liower extreioity of £laUali, or Deer 

Island . , . 6 : 8461 

** Coweliake Bivcar, about the entrance 
(up this river the Skilloot nation ror 
side) . . . . . . 18 : 8474 

^ Fanoy's Island 18 : 3493 

" Sea Otter Island . . . 10 : 8508 

^ Upper Tillage of the Wahkiacom nation 6 t 3508 
** Cathlamah village of nine large wood- 
en houses, south of Seal Islaods . 14 : 8523 
M Point WiUiam, opposite Shallow Bay . 10 : 3533 
M Point Meriwether, above Meriwether 

Bay } 8541 

<< Clatsop village b^w Meriwether Bay, 
and seven miles northwest of Foit 

Clatsop 6 : 8549 

** Point Adams, at the entrance of the 
Columbia into the Pacific Ocean, in 
latttude 46° 15' north, and longitndo 
124'' 57' we^ from Greenwich . 6 : 3555 

Fort Clatsop is situated on the west side of, and three 
miles up the Netul River 6om Meriwether Bay, and sevmi 
miles east from the nearest part of the seacoast : here we 
passed the winter of 1805-6. 

The length of our route in going oat, by the way of the 
llissouri to its head, was 3096 miles : thence by land, fd. 
lowing Lewis's River over to Clarke's River, and down 
that river to the entrance of TraveUer's Rest Creek, where 
all the diffenent roads meet, and thence across the ragged 
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part of the tloclty Monntaina to the navigable waters of 
the Columbia^ was 898 miles : thence down the river to 
the Pacific Ocean, making the total distance 4134 miles* 
On our return in 1800, we came from Traveller's Rest Creek 
directly to the Falls of the Missouri, which shortens the 
distance about 579 miles, and is a much better rbute, re« 
ducing the distance from the Mississippi to the Pacific 
Ocean to 3645 miles, 3575 miles of which distance is up 
tbo Missomi to the Falls of that river. 
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